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The Times of India

Title : 173 polluting units found in Mandoli area
Author :

Location :

New Delhi

Article Date : 03/03/2016

A survey of Mandoli Industrial Area has found 173 polluting units and gross violations of pollution
control norms. Therefore, the Public Grievances Commission has ordered the filing of criminal cases
against violators and told Delhi Pollution Control Committee to start sealing those units. It has also
ordered the snapping of water and power connections of these units.

The survey was conducted in January. PGC member N Dilip Kumar stated in his order that an action-
taken report submitted by DPCC said its officials, the area SDM and Delhi Police officers inspected
these units four times at night.Based on that, three units were issued closure notices under Section 31
of Air Act, 1981. One unit was told to close as it had failed to comply with previous DPCC directions
to install pollution control devices.

The survey also found that many units had installed pollution control devices but these needed
improvement.

The commission felt the activity was endangering the lives of lakhs of people and needed to be
curbed.

The PGC has directed that “evidence be collected about the levels of pollution being caused by a
dozen or more selected individuals®. “Criminal cases must be registered against them and arrests be
made by police. For this purpose, DCP (northeast) should form special teams to provide the requisite
support for the action required, the PGC order states.
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Title : Expect rain over the weekend
Author :

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 03/03/2016

After a near-dry five months, Delhi is finally expected to get some good rain over the weekend.

“The wait for rain may be over with an active western disturbance due to affect the northwest plain
between March 4 and 7. Most forecasts indicate that this is likely to bring some measurable rainfall in
parts of Delhi,* said Dr RK Jenamani, director incharge, IGI Met.

Not a single day recorded more than 1mm rainfall sin ce September 20, 2015. The Safdarjung
observatory recorded only 2.9mm rainfall between September 20, 2015, and March 2, 2016, while the
Palam observatory recorded just 0.1mm in the same period.

“The normal rainfall at Safdarjung between October and February is 70.9mm against which only 4%
was recorded,* said a Met official.

The last time the city saw substantial rainfall was on September 19, 2015 when 21.8mm was recorded
at Safdarjung and 29.6mm at Pa lam. The only time rainfal touched 1mm after that was on November
6. At Palam the highest rainfall since then has been 0.4mm recor ded on October 20, 2015. “If we
consider rainfall for January and February over northwest India, there has been a deficit of 68%.Even
the monsoon and postmonsoon rainfall was deficit at -17% and -27%, respectively. Since 2005, this
may be the only winter where such little rain has been recorded,* said an official. Perhaps, this lack of
rainfall has resulted in a particularly warm winter.

Tuesday's maximum temperature was 33.2 degrees Celsius, six degrees above normal and minimum
15.2, two degrees above normal.

WEATHER

Max33°C/Minls"C
Moonrise; Friday -

i 02:0am

Moonset: Thursday -
12:46pm

Sunset: Thursday - 06:43pm
Sunrise: Friday - 06:22am

Partly cloudy sky, Maxirmum & min
temperature an Thursday will ba
argund 335G & 16°C . Max humidity on
Thursday was 3% and min 36%.
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Title : NDMC to set up water ATMs
Author :

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 03/03/2016

The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) is going to set up 10 sewage treatment plants and has
invited private firms to develop the 100-500 kililotres per day capacity plants that would include
operation and maintenance for 12 years.

The council also decided to setup 73 water ATMs, which are likely to start in three months, for
providing safe drinking water at public places and JJ clusters at a nominal cost on PPP basis for a
period of seven years.
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Won't spare a drop of water: Badal

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 2
Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal today said,
“Punjab does not have a
single drop of water to spare
from its rivers and his party
will fully ensure that there
is no compromise on the
rights of the state under the
Riparian Principle.”

In a press release, Badal
said Punjab's stand on the
subject had been consistent,
clear and categorical and
there could be no compro-
mise on the rights of Punjab
as a Riparian State.

He said, *SAD is ready to
make every sacrifice on this
sacred path. No price is too

high in order to safeguard
every drop of Punjab’s
waters, as it is the life and
blood of the state, especial-
v its farmers.”

He assured the people of
the state that hewould leave
no stone unturned to save
the interests of the state,
especially the interests of
the farmers.

Badal said, “The SADhasa
long history of waging hat-
tles for protecting the inter-
ests of the state, having
launched numerous mor-
chas both for the state and
the countrywhenever demo-
cratic values, freedom of the
people and human rights

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8903135?show=print

faced threats, be it durng
the Punjabi Suba Movement
or the internal Emergency,
or the Kapoori and the
Dharam  Yudh DMomhas
There will be no deviation
from this legacy of waging
legal, political constitutional
or religious strugples to safe-
guard the interests of the
people. Every pimary mem-
ber of the SAD is proud of
the history and traditions of
battles and sactifices for the
cause of the state.

Badal alsourged all opposi-
tion parties not to act in a
manner that weakens the
state's case by vitiating the
atmosphere through need-
less statements aimed only
at gaining political publicity:
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SYL CANAL ROW

Punjab doesn’t have a drop
of water to spare: Badal

HT Correspondent
= letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief min-
ister Parkash Singh Badal on
Wednesday said the state does
not have a single drop of water
to spare from its rivers and his
party— the Shiromani Akali Dal
---would fully ensure that there
‘was no compromise on the “inal-
ienable rights of the state over
its waters under the riparian
principle”.

Badal’s statement came in
the wake of the resumption
of the Supreme Court hear-
ing on the Punjab Termination
of Agreements Act 2004 as
Haryana sought the legis-
lation’s annulment in the
apex court so that the Sutlej-
Yamuna link (SYL) canal

A A T

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

project be restarted.

“Punjab’s stand on the subject
has been consistent, clear and
categorical and there can be no
compromise on the rights as a
riparian state,” Badal said.

“The SAD is ready to make
every sacrifice on this sacred
path. No price is too high in
order to safeguard every drop
of Punjab’s waters,” he added.

“The SAD will remain in

T a

)The SAD is ready to make
every sacrifice (on this
issue)... no price is too high
in order to safeguard every
drop of Punjab’s waters.
PARKASH SINGH BADAL, Punjab CVI

the vanguard of the fight for
the rights and interests of
the Punjab peasantry as the
party always remained the sole
champion of their cause,” said
Badal.

“Every Punjabi, including
the opposition, must speak in
one voice on the issue, as we had
done in 2004. All political parties
must follow the example set by
the SAD,” he said.
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AMITABHSINHA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 2

OMNE OF the main reasons why this year's
Budget has been described as farm-onented
15 the stress it layson augmenting irigation
coverage through massive investments over
the next five years. Finance minister Arun
Jaitley, in his Budget speech, has said that the
government intends putting all the 39 ac-
tive' irrigation projects under the
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme
{AIBP) on fast track, while promisingto raise
the required Rs 86,500 crore o finance these
both through budgetary and extra-budget-
ary resources.

Thetask is huge considering that someof
these projects —whichwill collectively bring
eightmillion hectares of agricultural land un-
der irngation — have been pending for over
four decades.

The government has promised to com-
plete at least 23 of the 89 projects (see list),
including a few onwhich workhad started in
the mid-1970s, before theend of nextfinan-
cial year — ie. by March 2017, Another 23,
that will form phase II, are expected to be
completed by 2020,

Accelerated acceleration

It's not difficult to see why this renewed
push for irrigation is important for the famm
sector. Of the nearly 142 million hectares of
net sown area, only about 64 million
hectares, lessthanhalf, hasassured access to
irrigation facilities. The rest still depend on
rainwater. Mo reover, even within the overall
irigated land, nearly 60 percent isbasedon
pumped ground-water, banking on free or
highly-subsidised power provided to farm-
ers in most states, thereby putting further
pressureon a fast-depleting critical resource.

The imgatonnetworkcreated under sur-
face irrigation schemes, on the other hand,
coversanly about 25 million hectaresol agri-

BulLDING INDIA |
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WATER FOR AGRICULTURE

The new irrigation thrust

Arun Jaitley’s Budget has sought to fast-track projects that have been languishing for want of funds

Water from the Narmada dam flows into Sabarmati river near Ahmedabad. Javed Raja
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cultural land A substantial part of thiscapac-  puts it, were just enough to cover the cost  free bonds to borrow money. An initial cor- "

ity has been built through the AIBP, which  overruns caused by the delays. usof Rs 20,000 crore has already been set

m?as started in IEJEEasaufi-ntrai financial as- The significant iepthat A{'mjaitiey's lat- Ep through the budget, which MA}I;AI{D can THE 23 PROJECTS TO BE COMPLETED BY MARCH 2017

sistance programme to states for complet-  est Budget has takenis tolook for fundsout-  leverage o mobilize further money from the

ing ongoing irrigation projects costing Rs  sideof theregular budgetaryallocations This — market. The repayment of these borrowed Project State | YearofInclusion @ AreaCovered

1000 crore or more at that pointin ime. The  includes taking the market route to raise  monieswould be doneovera 20-25 year pe- | inAIBP | (in'000 ha)

assistance was to be given in the form of  funds. Adedicated irrigation fund has been  riod through budgetary support from the Dhansiri T ! 1996.97 U a336

loans. Later, smaller projects were included  created under the Mational Bank for Centre andthe states. sl - - : ;

aswellinorder toenable more states intake  Agriculture and Rural Development Under phase-1of the new plan covering Champamati Assam | 1996-97 3 1509

benefit, In 2006, the AIBP funds were con-  (NABARD), which hasbeen askedtoissuetax 23 projects, atotal amount of Rs 13 338 crore TralLift Irrigation JBK | 200001 6

verted into 100 per cent grants. would be spent by the Centreand statesdur- Prakachik Khows Canal RK | W07-08 276
Since the beginning of AIBP, 297 major ing the coming fiscal. Phase-ll, covenng an- Main RaviCanal ]&I{ 3 r 5075

and medium irngation projects an?n lmfl_:‘r.TEEJ other 23 projects, would require an even (Modernisation) §

minor projects have beenapproved for fund- larger outlay of Rs 47, 536 crore. Tt ——— L - T :

ing, Du?iy ﬁ?ffnl" the majo :i*}gnes have been FOCUS ON COMPLETING & y‘ + i UFperTunga Irrlg.a_.t H}T'I Karnataka | nfa | 80.49

completed, and 89 of them are in different uml’fm PH]JECTS Under-utilised capacities 5ri REI_'!'I-E'SI'IWET Ir_rlgatmn F.'arnatalv_:a nfa -. ']3..31.']'

stages of construction. It is these that the : But money is not the only constraint. Indira Sagar Canal Madhya Pradesh | 1996-97 6220

Marendra Modi govemment has now de- Problems in land acquisition, and technical Phasel& 11 i 5

cided to put on fast track. The remaining 65, M Of the nearly 142 million difficulties like constructing tunnels insome Indira Sagar Canal Madhya Pradesh * 007-08 W70

which are yet to start, are likely to be re- hectares of net sown area in the places have also hampered the execution of Phase Il 5 :

viewed to assess whether it would be feasi- country, only about 64 million AIBP projects. : !

ble to go ahead with themat all. hectares, less than half, has An important component of the current e e ¥ e ¥ Dk i P L
Maharashtra has beenthe biggest bene- assured access to irrigation government's fresh thrust on irrigation is to Omikareshwar Macya Pramesh et )

ficiary of AIBP, having got funding for 64 out facilities. The rest still depend on ensure that projects that are already com- Fhas:e v — -

of the total 297 irigation projects approved rainwater. pleted and under operation are utilised to Waghur Maharashtra | 1996-97 38.57

under the programme, Andhra Pradesh with their full capacities. A survey of these proj- Bhawa nthadi Maharashtra | 2004-05 277

33 projects, Orissa with 18, Kamataka with M The irriﬁat ion network created ects has shown utilisation gaps - the differ- Lower Dhudna Maharashtra | 2005-06 | 44,48

16, and Gujarat with 15 proj have been undersuface irrigation schemes, ence between the irngation potential cre- : !

theaother ﬁ]laéiﬂrhemrmigriefm onthe ﬂmerhamlig. covers only ated and the area acl:uﬁiy EEE‘IE irigated - I A f . o

. about 25 million hectares of of anywhere between 25 to 55 per cent. That Lower Wardha Maharashtra | 2006-07 6333

Funding brakes agricultural land. means these projects are serving substan- Lower Panzara Maharashtra | 2009-10 © 759
Buit like all big programmes, the AIBP, too, tially lower area and lesser number of farm- Mandur Madhmeshwar Maharashtra | 2009-10 1156

suffered from inadequate central funding as M An important component of the ers that they are meant to do. Phase IV E :

its scope exrspaT:]'l‘lded EI}:IIZ I ;'_lfitldfﬂ mo ;:_- and fresh ul';nljs[[is o e:'nr_:;:le that c "J;he; inh'.;erg ment has nn'.é;r .ilff_-d the Thoubal Manipur 1997-98 2045

more projects, The result: time and cost over- projects that are a y entra er Commission and other agen- - = - ;

runs inmost of the projects. In the last three completed and underoperation cies to take up 50 out of the 143 completed DoaiThatd Batrage Manipur | 200243 ; 739

years from 2012-13, the Centre provided Rs are utilised to their full capacities. projectseach year and work towards increas- Lower Indra Odisha | 1993-2000 35.87

13,167 crore for the programme, with the A survey of these projects show ing their efficiencies Each of these projects Narmada Canal Rajasman 5 1998-99 245.00

states pumpingin another Rs 28,976 croreof utilisation gaps wiould now also have water user associations ] Chokka Rao Lift Irrigation Telangana | W06-07 859

theirown. These monies, asShashi Shekhar, that will decide on how the water is distrib-

secretary inthe Ministry of Water Resources, uted w every clamant in the area,
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Punjab-Harya

na water-sharing row: Not

asingle drop of water to spare, says Badal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
Chandigarh, 2 March 1\1 - ,)7

In what could escalate the
water-sharing row between
Punjab and Haryana, the
chief minister (CM) Mr
Parkash SinghBadal today
said "Punjab does not have
a single drop of water to
sparefrom itsrivers" and Shi-
romani Akali Dal(SAD)is
ready to make every sacri-
fice on this sacred path.
"The Punjab's stand on the
subject has been consistent,
clear and categorical and
there can be no compro-
mise on the rights of Pun-
jabasaRiparian State," the
CMsaid inastatementa day
after a five-member Con-
stitution Bench of the
Supreme Court began hear-
ings on the Presidential Ref-
erence pertaining to Punjab
Termination of Agreements

Act, 2004.

Thelegislation, passed by
the then Punjab Assembly
when Capt Amarinder
Singh was the chief minis-
ter; had terminated all water-
sharing agreements between
Punjab and its neighbour-
ing states, thereby jeopar-
dising the construction of
the Satluj Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal.

Mr Badal, who is also
theruling SAD's patron-in-
chief, said "no price is too

high for the party in order
to safeguard every drop of
Punjab's waters, as itis the
life's blood of the state, espe-
cially its farmers,".

"Tassure the people of the
state, especially our farm-
ers, I will leave no stone
unturned to save the inter-
ests of the state, especially
the interests of the farmers,"
he said.

The CM also urged all
opposition parties tospeak
inone voice on the issue"as
it was done in 2004.

Injoltto SAD-BJP coali-
tion government, the Cen-
tre had on Tuesday taken a
stand against Punjab in the
SC by contending that the
law enacted by the state in
2004 canceling its agree-
ments with Haryana and
other neighbouring states
was against the SC orders
for the completion of the Sut-

lej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal.

Terming it as worst
betrayal with Punjab, the
state Congress chief Capt
Amarinder Singhhad yes-
terday said Punjab’s inter-
ests have been badly com-
promised by the the BJP led
government at the Centre by
opposing its stand on water
sharing and supporting
Haryana.

Meanwhile, Haryana CM
Mr Manohar Lal Khattar
today expressed the hope
that the decision of the SC
on issue of Satluj-Yamuna
Link (SYL) Canal would be
in favour of Haryana.

He said the SChad accept-
ed the petition filed by the
state government for early
hearing on the issue of the
SYL Canal, on which
Presidential Reference was
pending.




‘Yamuna fest takes a toll on
farmers, crops damaged

DAMAGE Bulldozers level fields for chairs and roads, Congress leader Sandeep Dikshit meets farmers

+ hreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 35 lakh people,
celebrations spread over 1,000
acres and a 7-acre stage to boot.
But for Heera Tanwar, it doesn’t
mean much.

In the tussle between Art of
Living - which is holding the
World Culture Festival on the
Yamuna floodplains — and
environmentalists, farmers like
Tanwar are at the receiving end
but have been ignored.

"A 30-feet road has to go
through my field so I have to get
rid of my entire crop. At least I
was given some notice. The oth-
ers came to know when the bull-
dozers were at their doorstep,”
says Tanwar, 28, who grows sea-
sonal vegetables.

Artof Living took permission
from the Delhi Development
Authority to hold the event.

The last week of February
saw bulldozers marching onto
the floodplains to level fields
for chairs and carpets. Farmers
said many of them were asked
to clear their fields as roads had
focut through them. This meant
that the standing crops of cau-
liflower. coriander, and brinjal
were destroyed.

"My entire crop was destroyed.
I have lost everything.” said a
woman who did not want to be
named. She said the organisers
offered a compensation if 34,000
per bigha of cultivated land. “We
usually make 320,000 per bigha.
This doesn’t even cover the cost
of seeds,” she says.

Tarun Singh, another farmer,
said the impact was not limited
to the loss of crop.

“Once bulldozers level land,
it becomes packed. Packed land
means water will not be absorbed
as easily as it should and there
will be stagnant water all around.
In normal conditions, it takes two

months for the monsoon water
to recede. This time, it will take
at least four and we will lose one
crop cycle,” Singh said.

Despite the loss, many farmers
want to raise a hue and cry.

“The truth is that we don’t
have the permission to grow
vegetables here and sell them.
Any food product grown here is
considered to be unsafe because
of the polluted river. But this is
our livelihood,” Tanwar says.

On Wednesday, former
Congress MP Sandeep Dikshit
went to meet farmers. Most, how-
ever, chose to stay away.

“Our position is precarious.
We know we are legally not in the
right. Our crop has been destroyed
and it can’t come back. We just
want compensation,” said a farm-

er who didn’t want to be named.

Amita Baviskar, professor,
Institute of Economic Growth
who works on the politics of
environment and development
feels many problems could arise
because of the event.

“The first issue is ecological. It
is a floodplain that shouldn’t be
used for any activity that takes
away its water retention capacity.
Farming is alow-impact activity;
anevent of this scale isnot. The
second problem is that this event
will open doors for other such
events,” she says.

Art of Living founder, Sri Sri
Ravishankar on Tuesday, how-
ever, dismissed the idea that they
were causing ecological damage.
He also said affected farmers will
be given aid.
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» A bulldozer levelling the ground on for the World Cultural Festival
from March 11-13. SAUMYA KHANDELWAL/HT PHOTO
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NEW DELHE: Delhi has had a
" dry run for over five
months now, but there is
some good news in store.
The weatherman has fore-
cast rainfall this week.
“The prolonged waiting
period of rain may-just get
over in view of an active
- new western disturbance
due to affect northwest
plain during March 4-7,
which most likely to bring
some measurable rainfall
in mm/cm in parts of Delhi
as the ost of mode] fore-
cast indicates,” RK. Jena-
mani, Director-in-Charge,
IGI Airport Meteorologi-
cal Department unit said.
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