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[ NEWDELHK: Depleting water flow

»  makesitimpossible to build the -

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)canal,
said Punjabin the Supreme Court
onThursday, reaffirmingastand
that successive governments in
the statehavetaken.

Punjab said a 2004 state law
that terminated water-sharing

agreements with its neighbours -

wasneverchalienged or declared
unconstitutional.
Thetopcourthad struck down
the law in November during a
hearing in which Punjab
defended its argument that the
project cannot be executed
because of decreasing water
level
Thecourtreiteratedlaterthat
the canal be built, saying:
“Whetherthe water wasthereor
not or it'll be there only in the
rainy season or howmuch quan-
tity was being maintained could
besorted outlater.”
Haryanaapproached the court
in November after Punjab
decided to return land acquired
fromfarmerstobuilditsportion
of the 212km canal, thesourceofa
50-year dispute between the
states over sharing of Ravi and
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Can’t ablde by SC

canal, says Punjab

THE SYLTANGLE

1981: Punjab, Haryana, ;
Rajasthan, Dethi, J&K agree to
share Ravi, Beas, Satluj waters
~2002: SC directs Punjabto

make SYL canal functional
within a year, Punjab seeks
review, SCdismissesit. .

2004: Punjabannuls pacts on
water sharing; Centre seeks
SCopinion

201 Haryana seeks lmple-
mentation of SCorder ...
2016: Punjzb denotifiesland -

acquired for canal, says it will '
be returned to owners . -

Haryéna challenges law in
SC, which orders status quo

SCsays 2004 Punjab law
unconstitutional

Beasriver waters.

Haryanacompletedin1980the
91km of the canal passing
through thesstate.

The state argued that the
court’sjudgment, nullifying the
2004law, wasnot bindingonitas
it wasan “opinion” deliveredona
presidential reference.

CONTINUED ONP10

,_-

‘Can t ablde?

lnlOIl

i njab said its peighbour
nes;ghallengedmeleglslanon,
i ! whichtookaway thebasisofthe
court’szoozdecreedlrechngthe
¢ datetobuildthecanal:

“Solongasit(the2004act)was
e2002decreeco
?:;%m zqglzestate 'scounsel, >

- Surd, contendedbefore abenc

eadedbyJustxcePCGhose )
Thecourta togiveSurla
chance 10 establish that 1%5
Novemberopnuonwasnotbm t

. mgbutmadeltclearthatltdldn

| expectits 2002 decree o remain

on paper. «Quy order should be
nnplemented
anao

biected toPunjab’s
2004 law was

g2
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v d by
lidit of a law passe
Z\xaxoﬂ\egstatebeforetheSupreme
Court,thenthemdxanfederanon

otonastablecourse
iSI;?un]ab argued that it was
~forced to pass the 2004 law
becauseltscomplam ttothe Cen-
tre in 2003 about depleting river
water wasn't addressed. There
; wasnoresponseto1tsrequestto
; constltuteawatermbun

Senior advocate

ani, who represented Punjab,

requestedtheoentretobnngtt)lllee
. two statestoanegotxanngta
{ " qhe Centre’s stand supports
Punjab. 1t said the court did not
\‘\ : specxﬁcally declare the 2004 act
i jnvalid.
!
{
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formal declaration was
{ regulred to hold it unconstltu
i tional, solicitor general Ran th
‘s Kumar said. Stepstob build the
i canalcouldbetaken thereafter.
The court fixed March 28 to
" hear the matier gince the argu-
ments remamedmconclusive
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CHANDIGARH, MARCH2 -~ -
. The Aam Aadmi Party today
said Haryana should be given
. ‘water from the ShardaYamu-

‘ " na link canal instead ofthe

controversial SYL. ..~
., . Addressing medxapersons ’
" here today, AAP leader HS
. Phoolka said the Centre must
. withdraw the 1976 orders and
‘solve the issue since Punjab
had no surplus water

As per the 2002 plan, the

. Centre agreed to construct
Sharda-Yamuna link canal
starting from Champawat
district of Uttarakhand and
merging it in Yamuna ; near
Karnal in Haryana, Even
the SC had asked the then

+ Bovernment to construct

i the canal as excessive water

. Wwas causing ﬂoods m the

- hill state.’

. “Badal must talk to MOdl
and ask his alliance partner
to construct the canal "so
that unnecessary conflict
between the two states

' could be resolved. The  step-
motherly treatment to Pun-

" jab should be stopped ? .
Phoolka added.

Political inability and lack'
of will of the SAD-BJP and
the Congress created a hissle
between  Punjab  and
Haryana, he said.

AAP leaders Gulshan

" Chhabra, Navkiran Singh,
Capt GS Kang and Jagtar
Sanghera were also present
on the occasion.
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India to attend Lahore meet
on Indus Waters Treaty

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELH!

Signalling a major shift in its
i position on talks with
Pakistan on the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT), India has ac-
cepted an invitation to at-
tend the next meeting of the
Permanent Indus Commis-

Lahore - in March, various

Hindu. .

According to. officials
privy to- the development,
the move came after two
months of diplomatic negoti-
ations, with World Bank offi-
cials playing mediator in en-
couraging Pakistan to extend
the invitation and for India
to accept. )

The news closely follows
the visit of World Bank Chief
Executive Officer Kristalina
Georgieva to Delhi, where
she met with Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley, weeks
after her visit in January to

Islamnabad, where she met
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. World Bark officials play mediator in
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_sion (PIC) to be held in . :

sources confirmed to The ..

On the table

A'look at the two miajor hydrd-eleciric projects in Jammu &

- ontheriver

that the holding of the next.

annual round of the -PIC,

which ‘was last held in July

2016 was a “positive” sign,
given that India had-an-
nounced it was “suspend-

" Kashmir, to which Pakistan had objected

»1s in Doda on the
- ~Chenab river

Kishenganga, « installed
a tributary of gy
helim _mpacn‘?{. .850 MW
sinstalied P * Project |_ncludes
- capacity: i ) S b
' 339_Mw A view ofthe ' "~ 3nd133mhigh
A 'Courtof »Knshengangavpro;ect, " concrete dam
Arbitration' - commission date: © . ¢ Commission:
was set up due 2016 : 2018 -
- to Pakistan's ST L ‘
objection to = Project cost: €5,783 . Cost (approx.):
the project crore (revised) - ... €6,400 crore
' Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.  ing” the talks after the Uri at-
Officials * acknowledged - - tacksin September. 3

According to senior gov-
ernment ofiicials at the time,
the decisiori to suspend the
talks had been taken when
Prime ~Minister . Narendra
Modi held a meeting with

two months of diplomatic negotiations

Key SAARC post
for Pak. official

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE

NEW DEL'}}X

After months of difficulty
posed miainly by India,
Pakistan on Wednesday
succeeded in getting its
official elected to the post of
Secretary-General of the

South Asian Association for -

. Regional Cooperation -

(SAARC). Pakistan was
backed by all members,

inciuding India, which made

the selection consensus-
based.» PAGET!

key officials, including Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Foreign Secretary
S. Jaishankar, to “review” the

TWT. ’
(With inputs from Arun S)

CONTINUED ON » PAGE10

Pakistan were high, as the
government considered all
retaliatory ‘measures after
the Army camp attack in
which 19 soldiers were
killed. S
“Meetings can only take

. place in an atmosphere free

of terror,” a senior official
‘briefing the press-about the
suspension of the Indus
talks had said.

Asked if the scheduling of
the talks now in March des-
pite the previous decision
meant a climbdown in In-
dia’s position or whether
terror attacks had in fact de-

_creased in the past few

months, the MEA did not of-
fer an official comment.

“It is a regular bilateral
meeting of the Permanent
Indus Commission which
implements the Indus Wa-

" ters Treaty,” a senior official
told The Hindu, denying that

there was any “shift” in In-
dia’s position.
In November another

_ controversy erupted over

the World Bank decision to
constitute a Court of Arbit-
ration to look into com-

" plaints from Pakistan over

India’s construction of
Kishenganga and Ratle river
water projects. India said

moments.” -

7
N

the World Bank: decision
was biased in Pakistan’s fa-

vour, threatening to “take
steps” againstit. -

Eventually the matter was
resolved after it was taken
up at the highest levels
between the World Bank
President Jim Yong Kim,

who also spoke over tele-:

phone to Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley and to his
Pakistan counterpart Ishaq
Dar. This was followed by
visits to India and Pakistan

‘by World Bank expert Ian

India to attend meet " .
of Indus Commission

At the time, tensions with -

Solomon and then Ms. Geor-

gieva. :
According to the sources,
‘Ms. Georgieva discussed the
impasse over the IWT at
length with Mr. Jaitley dur-
ing her visit to Delhi, and
even suggested putting
some of the key issues on
Kishenganga and Ratle hy-
del projects on the agenda
for the Lahore meeting.

In an exclusive interview
to The Hindu on Wednesday,

. Ms. Georgieva said: “Our

contribution is to help the
countries better understand
each othér’s concerns and
address them. We have seen
that the Treaty has served
the two countries very well
and has survived difficul

/
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