Central Weater Commission
Technical Documentation Direclorate
Bhamraih(Enohsh)& Pubhcny Section

7777777

725(A), North,Sews Bhawan
R.K Puram New Delhi -

: Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings. 7 05 @‘/' ;20/ 7

The News Clippings on Water Resources Developxﬁéni and allied subjects
are- enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
| M

Assisiant Director (puu‘rclty)

for

Encl: As stated sbove.

Edilor, Bhagirath (English) & Fs'ubhci'w

Director (1..D.) o

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R. V). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwe.nic.in '

o/C -



bt /4

. Funjeb Keshea i

The. Times cf India (N.D.) Thej}:mdu 7 Findi
I_nc‘itl)Eﬂ Express Rejesthan Patrika (Hindi)
Tribune ' Deccan Chrenicle
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Hereld I

2017
nLr LT oniclie
Loz ] (Hindi)
indian Nation
NZi Duriiys (Findi)
The Times of Indiz
Blitz

. and documented a2t El‘mqnath(Enahch)& Publicity Section. CVY/C.

Mission to make

'

28,000 habitations
arsemc—free by

CLEAN WATER RMISSIOR

West Bengal. Jharkhand, If
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, . -~
Assam, Manipur and
chhathsgarh are most
affected by arsenic
contamination of
groundwater above
the permissible level

fluoride-free drinking water | legs and feet
1o 28,000 habitations by 2021

suffer water contamination | hypertension and

» Government has " contaminated water leads
{aunched ‘National Water to cancer of skin, bladder,
Quality Sub-Mission’ with an | kidney or lung or diseases
aim to provide arsenic- and of skin, or biood vessels of

»-. Arsenic-contaminated
» Atotal of 63,968 . water is also linked
habitatiens in the country with onset of diabetes,

» Intake of arsenic- reproductive disorders

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com water causing serious health-
hazards. Tomar told Parlia-

New Delhi: With an aim to  mentthat thesetwo states will
provide safe and clean drink- receivethemaximumfundsto
ing water across the country, address the problem.
the government has set a Assuring that the govern-
deadlineof 2021 tomakeclean  ment is working on a plan to
drinking water available to provide tapped war to all by
928,000 habitations, heavily af- 2030, the Centre has asked
fected with arsenic and fluo-  states to come up with specif-

ride contaminants in water. icproposals.

Water contamination, Data from the m.lmsm' of
mainly from arsenicandfluo-  health and family welfare be-
ride, is increasingly being tween 2010 and 2015 revealed
linked with onset of cancer that more than 16,528 people
and even hypertension, dia- dieddueto diseases caused by
betes and reproductive disor- ~ water contamination across
ders. Concernedover this,the  thecountry The figures are for
ministry of drinking water five broad diseases caused by
and sanitation has launched contaminated water. Specific
the ‘National Water Quality  information about how many
Sub-Mission’ with an outlay  deaths are caused by fluoride

I * of Rs 25,000 crore. or arsenic isdifficult to collate.

- Covering L, YIS

On Thursday, Union min- Fluoride is to be blamed

ister Narendra Tomar told foramajority of this contam-
Parliament that a total of ination but arsenic is not too
63,968 habitations in - the far behind, while salinity, ni-
country suffer water contam-  trate and iron content also
ination. However, over 28,000  causecontamination.
habitations are such where The ministry of drinking
the arsenic and fluoride con-  water and sanitation has also

tents are very high. commissioned around 35 re-

While West Bengalisworst  search and development pro-
.~ hitbyarseniccontamination, jects for improvement of

Rajasthan suffers from pres- drinking  water

eemime ———— ence of fluoride in drinking inruralareas.

\

quality
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Only 10% of Clean Ganga

_ Fund

from prlvate firms

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELH}, APRIL2

had received Rs 137.6 crore in
donations. More than 82% came
from public sector companies,

and just about 10 per cent — a

THE GOVERNMENT'S push for
additional resources to clean the
Ganga seems to have had alim-
ited impact. Over the last two
and a half years, more than 80
per cent of donations to the
Clean Ganga Fund — created to
accept voluntary contributions
from individuals and organisa-
tions — have come from public
sector companies. ‘
Until the end of February, the
Fund, set up in September 2014,

little over Rs 14 crore — from pri-
vate companies.
The remaining 7.35 per cent
of the Fund value — Rs 10.12
crore — came from individuals,
including non-resident Indians,
according to information re-
ceived in response to an appli-
cation undér the Right to
Information (RTI) Act.
None of the big names of
Indian industry figures in the list
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Ganga fund
of companies t hat have contributed to the Fund. Most
of the contributors are small and medium enterprises.
Bank of America is the qingle largest contributor
among private companies, having given Rs 4.67 crore
intwo installments, That alone accounts for a third of
all contributions from the private sector.

Contributions to the Clean G Fuind enjoy 100
per cent tax exemption and count as fuifilling
Corporate Social Res; .nsibility obligatic.sis. But that
does not appear to have beena strong enouy . cen-
tive for the private sector.

While the average contribution fror e
sector donorisRs 1.8 crore, each private co:is

1 public
ny has

given only Rs 16.9 lakh on average.

The single biggest contributor to the Fund has been
General Insurance Corporation of India, which has
given Rs 25 crore in two installments.

The NDA government's revamped plan for clean-
ing ahd rejuvenating the Ganga, called’ Namami

anuq has been allocated Rs 20,000 crore for the next
five years. Unlike previous efforts to clean the river,
called the Ganga Action Plan, Namami Gange is
funded entirely by the central government, and in-
cludes even operational and maintenance costs of
sewage treatment plants to be built under the pro-
gramsme.

Rei alising that much more money might be re-
quir e@ to undertake all the activities planned under

Indian Nation
{ai Duriiye (Hindi)
The Times of Indie (£)

Namami Gange, the government had launched the
Clean Ganga Fund with the hope of “harnessing the
enthusiasm” of the general public, including NRIsand
People of Indian Origin, towards the programme. S0
far, the Fund has received 1,313 individual donations,
some as small asRs 10, A total 142 individuals have do-
nated Rs 100, the most popular value of contribution.
The money in the Fund can be used for a variety
of purposes, including those that are not explicitly
outlined in the Namami Gange programme but are
related to maintaining the health of the Ganga river
ecosystemn, or which receive approval from the Fund
trust headed by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley.
However, records show that not a single rupee
from the Fund has so far been utilised for any purpose.
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' NAINITAL: The ‘Gangotri and -
" Yamunotri glaciers, :
“sacred by bllhons of Indi

. enhhesbymeUttarakhanthgh. :

court, whichalsogravited simiilar

g statustovn'tua]lyeverycreahon,

ofnaturemthemea]ayanstat 3,

tobelegallyprotected

schar dham’ — four pilgrimages
visited hy lakhs of Hindu devo- -

tees every year. Besides the gla-

lakes, air, meadows, dales, j jun-
gles, forests wetlands, grass-
1ands, springs and waterfalls” in
Uttarakhandmust be given “cor-
respondingrights, dutiesandlia-
bilities of aliving person, inorder
topreserveandconservethem”.

“The past generations hgve

ciers, Friday's court order also -
* said “rivers, streams, rivulets,

* Nai Duriya (Hingi)
The Times of India (R

118 high altitude

next generation,” a twodudge

berich ofjustices Rajeev Sharma

and Alok Singh said.

3

L s dtd be highly polluted with
“Theveryexistenceofthe nv-‘
ers forests 1akes, waterbodles, .

sewagefrom urbansetﬂements

24,240 s kms
¥ Is the total forest cover | lakes are there in
“inthestate - Uttarakhand
- handed over the ‘Mothe;ﬁEarth’ : an& glaciersi 1sat stake due to effluentsflowingintothe water. .
tous in its pristine glory and: ‘glo’balwarmmg climstechange. - The HC's orders came days
are morally bound to hand over - andpollution.” Thecourtpassed  after New Zealand declared its
the same Mother Earth to the the order onaPlLfiledbyadvo- Whanganuiriveralivingentity,

making it the first river
in the world to be given these

"rights. The courthadreferred to
- the rights given to the river,
: reveredbytheMaonpeople
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- Tension in Karnataka as farmers ™

from Maharashtra damage barrage

14 sluice gates buﬂt across Bhima were broken 3 days ago

¢ VIJAYAPURA

FIROZ ROZINDAR

" Farmers of the Indi taluk of

" Karnataka are furious over

the damage caused to the

. Umrani barrage across. the
- Bhima river three days ago.

:

-A group of farmers from

. Maharashtra allegedly broke -

. 14 gates of the barrage. This
. is the second attack after 31
. gates of the Hingani barrage

were broken in November.
Officials say the barrages

are broken to draw water il-

legally into the fields on the

* Maharashtra side of the bor-
"~ der. -In the first incident,

about 0.144 tmcft of water

" from the Bhima flowed into
 Maharashtra. The quantum

of water in the second case
is yet to be ascertained. Wa-
ter supply to the adjoining

+ villages has been hit.

et - 1 H

Security lapse: A view of the Hingani barrage after lt was
previously broken in November last year » SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The police arrested about

six persons in connection

with the first case. New gates
were installed later.

.30 farmers held

Though the police have ar-
rested 30 farmers in the
second case, the bigger
question of security remains
unanswered.

~“For years, we have been

“demanding that the govern-

ment provide police secur-
ity to our barrages like Ma-

" harashtra has done for its

barrages. But the govern-
ment has not taken any ac-
tion,” said Panchappa Kal-
burgi, president of the
Bhima Nadi Neeru Horata
Samifi.
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K’taka can’t release water to TN

IJPn( 3-8

BENGALURY, 2 APRIL

Karnataka chief minister Sid-
daramaiah todayreiterated the
state'sinabilitytorelease Cau-
very water to neighbouring

TamilNadu, andsaid thatthere

was no sufficient water in the
state's reservoirs at present.

Anofficial delegationfrom
Tamil Nadu had yesterday
held meetings with Kamata-
ka Chief Secretary Subhash
Khuntia and other state gov-
ernment officialshere, witha
requesttorelease three tmcft
of Cauverywater onhuman-
itarian grounds. “Their (Tamil
Nadu) officialshad come...they
have had meeting with our
Chief Secretary. We have
explained to them that there
isnowaterinour Cauveryreser-
voirs.We have told them that
if there are rains and we get
water, we will give for drink-
ing,” Siddaramaiah told
reporters.

A Supreme Court bench
headedbyJustice Dipak Misra
hadon21Marchsaidallinter-
im orders of releasing 2,000

cusecs of Cauverywater by Kar-
nataka would continue to be
in force till further orders.
Following this, the Kar-
nataka government had
expressed its inability in sup-
plying Cauverywater to Tamil
Nadu in line with the Apex
Court'sdirective, saying thestate
itselfisfacingashortage of drink-
ingwater. Meanwhile, former
chiefminister SM Krishna,who
recentlyjoined BJPtermed as
“correct,” the state'sstand not
torelease water to Tarnil Nadu,
citingthereason thatwaterlevel
in the reservoirs was just
enough for drinking water
needs. Noting that Tamil Nadu's
main intention wasto get the
Cauvery Management Board
created, former Chief Minis-
ter and JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy hit out at the
stategovernmentand the Cen-
tre for not taking the issue
“seriously”. Pointing at protest
by Tamil Nadu farmers in
Delhi, he said“They (Congress
and BJP) are more interest-
ed in wmmng the polls (by-
polls).
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= : ¢ e : s main reasons for farmer sui-
3 Thirty-year-old Prakash,.; 3 cides. In fact, farmers are in;
¢ farmer from T. Malligere in i 160 of the. total
% Mandya district, committed )
£ -suicide by hanging on March
.17, a -day -after’ Karnataka

Chief? Mmlster Siddargmaish
' the. 7186 lakh

chxee consecutive years. ‘i
e Minister for Agnculture
- Krishna -Byre Gowda Tisted
‘out 20 stepstaken by the gov-'!
érnment to persuade farmers
‘against- taking ‘the “extreme
step, including setting up of i
‘commiittees at~ district and
ub- dmsxona{ levels to en-
force the pre sions under
Kamat a” Money Lenders”
bing ; the su1c1des

» mg anything on f
i waiver, hie; ha

s

owed by Shivamog;
, Mandya (four)

ree _onths Over 842
ere - reported

appears that four ¢o
utives, years of -
o scaraty of water'for standmg
io of ground

a;ch 2017.- i
While ]anuary thnessed
10 cases of suicides, Feb
ary and March saw six. and
- Belagavi . “and
sed the highest °
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Adltyanath orders probe into

“Gomti river front project. ¥ LS
Only 60% work complete, 90% funds exhausted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

Noting that only 60 per cent
work on Gomti river front
project was complete while
90% of the funds were ex-
hausted, the Uttar Pradesh
government .on Saturday
ordered a high-level probe
into the former Chief Minis-
ter Akhilesh Yadav’s dream
initiative. -

Chief  Minister  Yogi
Adityanath, who had inspec-
ted the project in the State
capital on March 27, held a
review meeting here and
called for the probe to be
headed by a retired High

Court judge, a government

official said. He asked the
chief secretary to constitute
a team for inquiry into the

project and submxt its report
within 45 days, the official
said, adding the Urban De-

velopment Minister Suresh -

Khanna and Irrigation Minis-
ter Dharampal Singh have
been told to continuously
monitor the works of the
project.

Expressing dissatisfaction
that almost 90% of the T1513-
crore budget, which is ¥1435
crore, have been spent but
works on the project are
only 60% complete, the’
Chief Minister asked the
probe team to look into the
reasons behind delay and ex-
penditure on the project.

He also called for review-.
ing the necessity of the re-
maining works and asked for
doing away with unimport-
ant works and completion of

i

the project at the earliest. '

Revised estimate

The officials informed the
Chief Minister that the re-
vised estimate of the project
has now come to ¥2448
crore. The Chief Minister
said that before opening the
project for public the biggest
problem of pollution of the
river should have been ad-
dressed ‘and asked the offi-
cials to divert the drains fall-
ing in the river and setting

up STP. “Till the pollution is’

not addressed, there is no
relevance of beautification
of, the banks,” the CM
stressed and ' asked for
proper disposal of the dis-
charge from factories in
Lakhimpur and Pilibhit
which fall in the river.

l\al Dur’]ya “J'nDl)
The Timesg of Indj=
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Karnataka officials tell . counterparts they are helpless

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT .

BENGALURU " .
The Karnataka government
on Saturday expressed its in-
ability to release 3 tmcft of
Cauvery water, sought by an
official team from Tamil
Nadu, to meet the water re-
quirements of people in the
Cauvery basinarea. . -~

_ A delegation of officials
from Tamil Nadu met offi-
cials in Karnataka on -Sat-
urday and requested the

~ government to share 3 tmcft

of water on humanitarian
grounds because of the pre-
vailing drought.

Poor storage

. However, Chief Secretary,

Karnataka, Subhash

: Chandra Khuntia, expressed

the State’s inability to share
water given the poor storage
in the four reservoirs of the.

* Cauvery basin because of

i

. e e
Dismal scenario: T.N. sou

ght 3 tmcft water on humanitaria

n

grounds but Karnataka said it was also reeling under drought.

drought on this side of the
border as well. -

The total storage in the
three reservoirs stood at 8.8
tmcft, which would meet the
drinking water requirement
only up to June, explained
Mr. Khuntia.

Speaking to the media,
Mr. Khuntia said the talks
were “cordial” and officials

of Tamil Nadu had sought
water release on “humanit-
arian consideration,” not on
the basis of the tribunal or-
der or the Supreme Court
direction.

“Water crisis is similar in
both the States. But their
[T.N.’s] demand can be con-
sidered only if it rains,” he
said. )

Nai Duriiya (Hingi)
of Indiz (&)
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There are 12 new

Steve Whlte 2

“fwelve new types of cloud have
been recognised for the first

. time by the International
Cloud Atlas.

The atlas, which dates back to
the 19th century, is the global refer-
ence book for observing and iden-
tifying clouds.

Lastrevised in 1987, itnow hasa
new fully-digital edition. New en-
tries include the wave like asperitas,
" the roll-like volutus, and contrails,
clouds formed from the vapour trail
of aeroplanes.

SKY CANOPY: Aspentas or clouds that Yook like
tossing of sea waves is one of the new discoveries

types of clouds

lnternat:onal Cloud Atlas

But the fact that it has now been of-
ficially included came as something
of a surprise. “Back in 2008, I
thought the chances of thisbecom-
ing official were really minimal,”
said Gavin Pretor-Pinney, president
of the society.

“At first the WMO were saying
they had no plans to do a new edi-
tion, but over time I think they be-
gan to realise there is an interest
among the public in clouds and
there is a need for that interest to
be an informed one, there’s a need
for this authoritative work.”

Several other supplementary

The World Meteorologlcal Or-
ganisation (WMO) publishes the atlas,

and also has the final say on the con--

tents, including the addition of “new”
" clouds and cloud features. 2

This time around 12 new terms have )

béen added. The best known of these is *“tion Society.

asperitas, meaning‘rough-like in Latin,

as the clouds can look like the tossing of

the waves at sea when viewed from below.
. These clouds were first recorded over
Jowa in the US in 2006, but soon a torrent

of similar images from around the world-

began topour in to the Cloud Apprema—

They began to lobby the WMO for
official recognition of the cloud type.

features of clouds have also been
added including cavum, cauda —known

. as a tail cloud- and fluctus and murus

—known as a wall cloud.

The atlas also includes a recogni-
tion of the processes that can lead to
cloud formation, so the clouds that
arise from wildfires are now classified
as flammagenitus. DALY MIRROR
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President Pranab Mukherjee with Bhutan Prime Minister Tshering

Tobgay during ‘Namami Brahmaputra’ festival in Guwahati onﬁFrifjay.v Pil

v.

Brahmaputrakeyto aé
with SE Asia: President

GUWAHATI, MARCH 31
President Pranab Mukherjee
here today set the ball rolling
for ‘Namami Brahmaputra’,
billed as the biggest river fes-
tival of the country.

“The ancient waterway of
the Brahmaputra that flows
through Assam valley is
poised to be a key player in

. country’s economic growth
. with changing direction of
! India’s expansion in interna-

tional trade and investment
towards South East Asian
countries,” he said.

The President, in the pres-
ence of Prime Minister of
neighbouring Bhutan Tsher-
ing Tobgay, said, “As the

rivers are carriers of human

civilization, sois the Brahma-
putra for the ethnically
diverse region of Assam and
rest of the Northeast.” ;
Tshering 'Tobgay said, “Tam 1
feeling humbled on the bank |
of this magnificent and
mighty river. Bhutan’s well- \
being and economic develop-
ment is intricately related
with Assam and so with \
Brahmaputra which carries ’
the water of all the rivers flow- |
ing down the Bhutan hills to |
Assam valley”
The festival is being cele-
brated at 27 venues in 21 dis-
tricts of Assam to showcase
{rade and commerce, culture,
skill, industry and the tourism
potential of Assam. — TNS
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