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Good monsoon start: 4% surplus in }une

Am:LBnattacharyc Te the monsoon 4s yet to arri-
atimesgroup.com ve. The region posted a huge June 1-30, 2017 =
rain surplus of nearly 52%, Rainfall 5 "{E : :
»w Delhi: The first month * mainly on the back &f three mm (% change
the monsoon season en- major western ‘disturbances | - from normal)
‘ion a bright note, with.a - thatbroughtwetweather out- hif ;
cntrywiderainsurplusof — sidethemonsoonsystem. 110.3 (148) 124.0 (30)
SORSDOLE, Puniab Himachal
and well-distributed ra- The only region where ra- y

ilin most regions except
“easternIndia.

The average rainfall
rossIndiaduring June was
Zmm, as against a normal

163.6mm, according to the
“ia:Meteorological Depart-
it Twentymine meteoro-
zical subdivisions, out of 36

i

the country; received.nor-.

or excess rain during the
1th. Just seven recorded
cient rainfall. A majority

inshavebeenbelow pariseast
and northeast -India, :which
has accummlated a deficit of

-nearly 18%-s0 far “The deficit

in the northeastis not a big
concernbecausenormalrain-

.- fallis vervhigh indhe region.-

So, despite the deficit, - the

northeastthas soFar received
more raim than-most .other

parts of the country,” Paisaid,

Good monsoon  perfor- .

mancein Juneaugurs wellfor
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the deficient areas are in sowingof kharif cropsin July; - 834.8 (20) :

= belt between east UP.and  IMD has forecast96% rainfall | Konkan & Goa

zstBengal, including Bihar  .in July, which 1is within the .. 190.4G31) . & Large Excess (60% more)

¢ Jharkhand. -normal range, while pegging | Madhya . . & Excess (20% to-59%)
“The monsoon trough is™ the entire season’s rainfall at Mahara.shtl{a 49.6 (44) & Normal (-19 0 19%)" .

pectedtomovenorthward  98%. There ismaorereasonfor -Coastal Andhra ® Deficient (-59% to -20%)
ards the Himalayanfoot-  optimismovermonsoon’sper- 829.8 (-4)

lisinthenext fewdaysand
iz should bring some rain
he deficit areas as well,”

1D Sivananda Pai,IMD’s  season has receded. *Tnlike CEE s
‘monsoon forecaster. two months ago, most compu- E
While central and south ter models across the ‘world '522 (-58)

dia recorded surpluses of
« and 5% respectively, ama-

surprise was thebountiful
21 in northwest India whe-

formance this year-after the
threat of an El Nino ‘develo-
ping in the second half of the

are now predictiig neutral
conditions in the Pacific (the
ElNinoregion) for the rest of:
the year,” Paisaid.
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Movement to retrieve rivers says State can be self-sufficient in water if sources are managed properly

VIDYA VENKAT

CHENNA?

With 17 big rivers and 99
small rivers, the State which
had suffered the worst
drought in 2016-17, could be
water self-sufficient if its re-
sources are managed prop-
erly.

Raising the point at a
meeting organised by the
Tamil Nadu Rivers Retrieval
Movement here on Wednes-
day, ‘waterman of India’ and
Ramon Magsaysay awardee
Rajendra Singh, retired Su-
preme Court judge V. Gopala
Gowda, and several farmers
had put forth their ideas on
how a people’s movement
could be built on the ground
to pull the State out of its cur-
rent water crisis.

The movement had taken
the initiative to revive five
major rivers in the State:
Thamirabharani, Vaigali,
Cauvery, Paalar and Pennaiy-
aar, through community en-
gagement.

Emphasising that water
was a fundamental right un-

Water wealth

Prudent management of existing water resources could help
the State combat the vagaries of nature, experts say.

FLOOD WATER DRAIN-OFF
INTO SEA
(MAJOR RIVERS)

CAUVERY: Average rain:
1000 mm; Wasted
flood water: 103 tmcft

VAIGAL: Average rain:
827 mm; Wasted flood-
water; 7 tmcft

PALAR: Average rain:
1165 mm; Wasted
floodwater:

24.4 tmcft
TARRABHARAN!:
Average rain: 889 mm;
Wasted floodwater:

der Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion Justice Gowda said that
destroying the ecological
flow of rivers through en-
croachments on riverbeds,
indiscriminate sand mining,
and allowing deforestation
around catchment areas in
order to promote extractive

‘ 815 LAxE: 18,789
sanDs: 20,413

24 tmcft

industries, constituted a viol-
ation of citizen’s funda-
mental rights.

Known for his pro-farmer
judgement in the Singur land
acquisition case in West
Bengal, the former judge
wanted to help Tamil Nadu
solve its water crisis despite

hailing from Karnataka. Re-
tired High Court judges and
experts in the fields of envir-
onment and water should be
appointed in the the people’s
commission of -inquiry for
river retrieval, Justice Gowda
said adding that the commis-
sion would be formed on July
18.

People’s participation
Stressing that the drought in
the State was predominantly
man-made, Mr. Rajendra
Singh urged the people to
unitedly oppose the destruc-
tion of natural resources and
work to revive the dying
rivers and water bodies in
their neighbourhood.
“When I saw the dry river
bed of Cauvery a month ago
during my tour, I was re-
minded of the Rajasthan
desert back where 1 work,”
he recalled with sorrow.

“What we need right now is
community ownership of

waterbodies.”
In a presentation put to-
gether by A. Veerappan,

chief coordinator of TN PWD
Senior Engineer’s Associ-
ation, information on the
State’s enormous water re-
sources was shared, which
showed that if only these
were maintained properly,
the State would not have to
look elsewhere to meet its
water requirements.

The data showed how 259
tmcft [thousand million cu-
bic feet] of flood water was
wasted by draining into the
sea annually.

Madras Institute of Devel-
opment Studies Professor S.
Janakarajan spoke about how
government programmes for
water conservation funded

by foreign development
banks such as World Bank
and Asian Development

Bank were only helping to
push the growth figures up-
wards while no real work
had happened on the ground
to restore the water bodies.
Mr. Janakarajan cited the ex-
ample of the 6000 crore
‘TAMWARM’water manage-
ment project.

man-made’

“Despite spending crores
of money why are the lakes
in Tamil Nadu disappearing,”
he asked, adding that these
costly projects only aimed at
greening of national ac-
counts while achieving noth-
ing on the ground.

He also ruled out the need
for desalination projects in
Tamil Nadu since there was
sufficient rainwater, which if
tapped efficiently could meet
the water requirements.

“The government is only
interested in demanding re-
lief money every time there
is drought or flood. But it
should link floods and
droughts and manage water
in a manner that flood water
is stored to meet the defi-
ciency during drought.”

Farmers hailing from the
districts where the five rivers
chosen for rejuvenation
flowed, spoke about the
need to build check dams to
harness rainwater for agri-
culture and undertake river
water conservation through
community efforts.
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. ‘1 NEW DELHI, PTI: Rain pound-

*| ed several parts of north India
"] even as two persons died in a

‘I lightning strike in Uttar

| Pradesh’s Banda, while a man
| drownedin Assam’s Karimganj
[ district.

In Uttar Pradesh, Luvkush
(18) and his cousin Sunil (22)
were killed and two others, in-
cluding a woman, received
burn injuries when lightning
struck them in Chillaha village
of Banda district on Thursday.

The floods in Assam claimed
onelifeas over1.521akh people
of five districts were affected
by overflowing waters of major
| Tivers in Brahmaputra and
| Barak valleys. One person
| drowned in Karimganj, an As-

——
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hits normal life in north
India; three killed in UP Assam

sam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority flood bulletin
stated,
-‘Karirnganj district is the
“worst hit in the current wave
of flood affecting more than
1.35 Iakh people and inundat-
ing 8,000 hectares of cropland.
* The 300-km long Jammy-
Srinagarnational highway was
closed for vehicular traffic due
1o blockade triggered by land-
slides in the Ramban and Ud-
hampur districts of Jammu and

The Amarnath yatrawas on
Friday suspended for 3 few
hoursdueto heavyrain around
the holy cave shrine in south

ir Himalayas, It wag lat-
er resumed from Pahalgam

\
X

and Baltal routes, Rain contin- |
uedtolash Delhi, which hasre-
ceived 191.9 mm of rainfall in
June till now, the highest for
the month in the [ast 10 years, |
leading totraffic snarls insome

areas. ’ !

In Punjab and Haryana,
moderate to heavy rain Iashed |
most places, causing mercury |
to fall by up to ten notches. }
Ropar, Jalandhar, Amritsar, |
Phagwara, Ludhiana and Pa- |
tiala, received moderate to
heavy showers. i
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Karnataka
‘seeks nod for
‘Mekedatu dam
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- Water use plan ‘within Cai_Jery award’

3

Multi

-Purpose project; Karnataka has planned to.construct a

reservoir across the Cauvery at Mekedatu,

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURD

Karnataka has sought the
Central Water Commission’s
(CWC) permission to start
work on a balancing Teser-
VOIr across the Cauvery at
Mekedatu at 3 cost of ¥5,912
crore. This is g Project that
has beep Oopposed by Tami]
Nadu on the grounds that jt
violates the Cauvery
Tribunal order.

With this, the State has
set the ball rolling on jt pro-
posal on the multi-purpose
Mekedatu project.

Allaying fears

According to sources in the
Karnataka Water Resources
Department, a Communica-
tion was sent to the Cwc
last week. It is learnt that
the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) was submitted to the

. Chief Engineer of CWC on
June 7. Seeking to allay fears
on the release of Cauvery |

water to Tamil Nadu in ac-

cordance with the Cauvery

- Water Disputes Tribunal’s
award, Karnataka hag said
the proposed ~balancing
TeServoir - “in. - Mekedaty
‘would help .in maintaining
Tegulated flow of water to
the neighbouring State.

The .proposed project

-would - have 3 balancing
Teservoir with a “gross stor-
age” capacity of 67.14 tm ft
and a 400 MW hydroelec-
tric power station.

.The' ‘project envisages
supply of 16.1 tmc ft of drink-
“#Ing water to Bengaluru and

- Surrounding towns and
villages ‘in the Cauvery

' basin. The State hag told the
CWC that the drinking water
proposed to be supplied to
these settlements is well
within its water share alloc-
ated by the Cauvery Water

- Disputes Tribunal,

It has also stated that the
Supreme Court has been in-
formed about the Mekedaru
‘Project proposal,




- ]

News item/letter/article/editorial published on <

Hindustan Times,
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi) ’
The Hindu /
Rajasthan Pafrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(Eanish)& Publicity SectionLCWC_

copegnn

’ hrge sewageime n six dis-

“The ‘National

Curb sewage ﬂ@w,_mto

STAFF REPORTER
MEERUT

Tribunal (NGT).-hasdirected

“the Uttar Pradesh State Pol-

jution «Control Board (UP-

PCB)10 identify:and install -

sewage “treatinent * plants

. (STPs) at majorsources of -

pollutionin tigKati river, a
1l?utary of‘xheﬁt‘lahga -as

| fricts of westerfi UP. which

ewzge’hnes,‘ Hich
o have STPs, havebeen identi-
- fied *in “Meerut,”

Muzaf-
farnagar, Ghazmbad Hapur,

| Bulandshahr, “Wigarh and

‘Kannauj. The process will
soon start to inspect these
sewage lines,”he said.

-~ Kali river ongmates from"

Antwada village of Khatauli
- block in Muzaffarnagar and

. joins the Gangam Kanpur

after  passing = through

“Meerut, " ‘Haput, ™ Buland-

Covering L., YIS

'shahr, Ghaziabad, Aligarh

and Kannauj districts.
According *- to- Raman

Tyagl, ‘whosepetition in the

: ~“NGT about -pollution of the

_ - Kaliriver led to the Tribunal
directive,-overgwo decades

¢ ago, the Kali‘used to be a
. -clean river and its water was

a

vand-oﬂler.tnbutanes of the :
TR N

' drmlqhg

used ,for drmkmg by villa-
gersliving-on.its banks.

Mr: Tyagliaasbeen monit-
oring #he spollution in the
Kalj, Krishna zand Hindpn

iy dn g

tnal efﬂuents
'sugar mﬂls,

s § ade'ﬂle river. p01son
ous. ﬂt has?oecome S0 pois-

onous ﬂmt"no {iving organ-

1t In the water.
notonly.- poﬂutes the
:ﬂmt_%the Jpoisonous

\

;yvater through the
‘seépage infhousahds of vil-
lages Jocated onits banks,”

said;Mr.’ Tyagi, founder .of

Seal handpumps

“Our mestlgatlon showed
that “&aterin villages has
been serlousiy polluted and
is manifestin. medical prob-

que& d ‘:;hat fhese hand

pumps:be sealed and the

govemment -arrange for
rind

e nggwater in
4h Weialso prayed

’ 1e'NGT shoiild ensure
serion§ meastiresto prevent

polhmon of Kali,as it was a

tnbutary ofthe Ganga and

pofiiftion becomes the

At P
‘Ppollistion of Ganga,” he told

‘SI'héH‘mﬂu. -
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