1io,
i .

Goaran (R Tm s
TOET e 1‘{‘.- Fad biow

an (kindgh

b

PR S i e et e ET Sm . . P . .
gnEeccpmeniss el Ehanlrsthibnolish)& Fubliclty Secticy, G0

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELMI
MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2015

TIMES NATION

Rains wreak havoc in east India

* 75Killed As Landslides, Flooding Cripple Life In Bengal And Manipur

Tines NEws NETWoORK

e he toll of the recent
rhww rainsandfloods

. neastern india cross-
ok T5on Sunday Fifty deaths
have heen reported in West
Bengal, owing to lightning,
wall collapse, elecirocttion,
spakebite anddrowning. Od-
igha reported a total of five
deaths, whereas Saturday's
landsiide in Manipur kitled
20 people.

Heavy to moderate rains
eontinned to lash parts of
eastern India even as the de-
pression over Gangetic West
Bengal prompted a forecast
of heavy rain in different
places. Rivers are approach-
ing danger levels as dams re-
lease water, creating a flood-
likesituation

In south Bengal, the
flood has claimed
50 lives, including
that of four
children, besides
rendering a large
number of people
homeless. Over

36 lakh people from
over 12 districts
have been hit

Al of Bengals deaths
have heen reported from the
state’s south, where a large

rummber of people have beent

rendered homeless. Over 38
Iakh peoplefrom morethan 12
disiricts have been affeciod,
said the disaster manage-
meni department. CM Mama-
ta Baneriee was compelled to
et off her north Bengal tour
tooverseerelief efforts.
“Severdl districts, inchud-
ing North and South 24 Par
ganas, Murshidabad, Burd-
wan and Howrah, have been
affected. Disaster manage-
mentteams are workingona
war footing,” the CM said.
Communication sysiems
and transportation have beesn
hit hard, whh reports of

building collapses from vari-
ous places. Fishermen have
been warned not to venture
ot into the sea on the Bengal
coast, Nearly twolakh houses
and 4,72,645 heetare of crops
have been damaged. Over 2
iakh people have taken shel
{or in 1537 relief camps.

Jharkhand comtinued to
reel under torrential rain for
the third consecutive day on
Sunday as district adminis-
trationsand thestate disaster
management  department
went on high alert. Fire and
emergency services, Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
({NDRF}, Army and BSFunits
have also been mobilized.

“Pill evening, ail major
rivers, including Swarna-
reikha and Kharkal, were
flowing a little under dangey
level. Water levels in reser
voirs are rising steadily, but
are under danger mark,” col-
onel Sanjay Srivastava. dep-
uty secratary of the state di-
saster management
department told TOLon Sun.
day. Though no loss of life
have been reporied, several
mud  houses wepre swepi
away, Srivastava said,

Light t0 moderate rains
werereporied in Guwahati be-
tween Saturday and Sunday in
Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-
jand, Tripura, Arunachal Pra-
desh and Mizoram, However,
Manipur remained dry after
flash fivods and landslides
that kilied 20 people on Satur-
day The Met department has
forecast heavy rain over the
nextfewdays in Assam, Megh-
alavaand Arunachal.

The Met department also
warned of heavy rainfall in
north Chhattisgarh iate on
Sunday night. “1¢ conid con-
tinue £ Tuesday” IMD Rai-
pur Director M L, Sahusaid.

In Odisha, over five lakh
people have been affected by
floods following cyclone Ko
men-induced rains, official
sourcessaid, Weatherofficers
predicted moderate rainfall
inthestatethis week.

CHAITITIRE

riritisradtiied

WATERWORLD: Peaple try {o retrieve a car washed away by swirking flood waters following incessant rain at
Kakching, Masinur, on Saturday. (ton}, A dog clings on to a warman on a flooded sireet in Kolkata on Sunday
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! New Dethi. With the land
: houndary agreement (LBA)
i now complete, Prime Minis.
i terNarendra Modi isnow set
¢ to begin work on the Teesta
! water sharing agreement
i withBangiadesh,
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LBA do
to meet
dlSCllSS

On August 11-12, Mogdi and

i Bengal chief minister Mama
¢ ta Banerjee will meet in New
i Delhitotakestock of thingsaf
! terenclaveexchangeaswellas
i workoutachecklistfor Teesta,

i whichis tougher given the im-

¥

i plications for Bengal farmers.
i Modi himself has stepped in

before bureaucratic miserl-

ness becomes a potitical prob.
i lem with Mamata, who has

i been a fairly supportive non.
¢ ally Mamata has been invited
! sothe Centreand the state can
i work ont a financial support
¢ package that will cover the ef
i fectsof boththeLBA and Teps-

taagreement for Behgal,
Theexecution of the LBA

was one of the successes for

the otherwise inefficient

ne, PM
Didi to
Teesta/‘

Modi-Mamata meet on Augast 13

state, when iwo nations
worked as one. However, it
created an interesting quan.
dary for New Dethi and Ben-
gal government, since India
hadreckoned manymore liv-
ing in Bangiadesh would opt
to come to India. According
iv, Bengal was informed that
a package of Rs 3.009 crore
would be givenforrehabilita
tion. With the final number
being only 979, the Centre
has told Mamats that the
payout would be much less.
Needlesstoadd, Mamata was
livid, believingshewasbeing
shortchanged, but also be
catse she has to bulld infras.
trueture in the enciayes from
the azlmgszate treasury.

Covenny L, iy
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BENGAL FLOOD SITUATIO
GRIM; DEATHTOLL

SIXMORE DEATHS REPORTED, ARMY JOINSRELIEF OPERATIONS

SINTEEMAN NIWS SERVICE
Kolkats, 2 August

The flopd situation in the
southern districts of the
state remained grim today
with the government putting
thedeath toll atd8 while2.14
lakh people have taken shel
ter in 1,337 relef camps in
thedistricts affected by the
deluge.

The weather office has
forecast more raing in the
next 24 hours. With atleast
sixmore deaths being report
ed from different districts
today, the death o] from
rainsandfloods haselimbed
10 48, the Disaster Manage-
meni Bepartment said.

Morethan3siakhpeople
have been hit by the floods
in the twelve districts. As
many as 99} villages and 47
municipalities have been
affected, the department
said.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee today held a meet
ing with senijor officials at
thestate secretariat to review
the situation. She told
reporters that she had
imstructed the officials fo
monitor the sifuation round.
the clock and take prompt
appropriate steps.

Miss Banerjee biamed
lack of dredging work by
Damodar Valley Corporation
(BVCasoneof the reasons
forthefloods inthestate, At
the Nabanna meeting, she
said that DVC has not been

ARDONED

dredging the Dameodar river
for years. which has con
tributed to the floods.

Mare water was released
today from severalt barrages
indluding Durgapur Tipara,
Massanjore and Hingla
dams. Bhagirathi and Ajoy
riversis are also flowing
above dangor level. Breach
of dykes took placeinsome
places in Burdwa, North 24
Parganas, Birbhum and
state irrigation and water
ways department has been
asked to make emergency
repairs.

The India Meteorclogical
Department {IMI» said
heavy to very heavy rain
might occur at isolated
places of Purulia, Bankura,
Birbhum, Bardhaman.
Howrah, East and West Mid:
napore districts.

"Three more flood related
deaths were reporied from
Murshidabad district today
A B2 year-oid woman, Rani
Bibi from Anandanagar
area of Barwan block was

swept away this afternoon
when she stepped inio a
deeprutonaread in thelocal
ity while wading through
walst-deep water and got
cayght by the current of
the Kuey river. Local resi
dents recovered her body.

A child, Tuhing Khatun
{Zyfrom Aadhoa village near
Ballapur area of ¥arakka
hlock was crushed todeath
after the wali of her huteol-
lapsed duetorainandflood
damage at the base of Faruk
ka Feeder Canal close io
NH-34,

A T year-olddaily wager,
Moktar Ali Mirza from
Teniya area of Bharatpur
i block was bitten by a
snakelast night whenhewas
wacting through flood waters.
Hedied as his family could
aot get to medical assis
tance in time.

InHooghly district, afive
yvear-0ld child, Bristi Ma}
ick, died after a wail feil on
herwhileshe wasmovingio
asafer place with her parents.

N

The flood sitaation in
the district has also wors-
ened, with dozens more vil:

lages in Goghat and
Dhanekhali going under
flood waters.

With heavy overnight
rain, vast areas of Bar-
rackpore industrial belt
inctude several parts of
Basirhatand Sandeshkhali
continne to befiooded, Most
of Habra remain under
water.

Several more areas of
Birbhum wereflooded after
the rains last night. Readcon-
nection between Bolpur
and Sainthia has been dis-
Tupted, Several stretchesof
NH-69arealse undor water,
The link between ilamba-
jar and Parul hasalsoboen
disrupted as a bridge has
heen desiroyed. Rain con-
tinued for the whole day
without interruption.

In South 24-Parganas,
the coastal areas were flood:
ed again today
duetohightideintherivers.

Burdwan recorded three
more casugliies thismorn:
ing when a house coliapsed
in Arjundihi village in
Katwa-l block where two
brothers, Asgar Mallik (16}
and Raushan Mallik {25}
were frapped under the
debris when their thatched
housecoflapsed amidst inces-
sant rainfall. A housewife
Padma Ghiosh (52) died when
her housecollapsed in Paraj
village in the district.
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Rajasthan

Army rescue operation in Gujarat

Flood-like situation preva

n Gujarat and south Rajasthan, Army joins rescue workers I bringing stranded people to safety, = Fis ghoto N

e

FRESS fRUST 9F INDRA
Ahmedabad, 2 August

From restoring raiiway
tracks torescuingadrown-
ingmother and herbaby, and
even a dog, the Army and
Ajir Force personnei have
come handy in the flood-hit
areas of Rajasthan and
Gujarat,

Froops of Southern Com-
mand and South Western
Command have been
involved in rescue opera-
tions inflood-affected areas
of Gujarat and parts of
Rajasthan,

“They have evacuated
more than 1,000 people to
safer area and provided
relief items such as food,
drinking water and medi-
cines and medical cover to
over 2,400 peoplo. A total of
28 relief feams, seven med-

igal teams and seven ETFs
(Engineer Task Forces) were
deployed,” Army sources
said. The Army Flood Relief
Columns are located in
Banaskantha and 8huyj in
Gujarat, and Chirpativa,
Phanera and Sanchor in
Rajasthan.

Due to heavy rains and
floods intheregion from 27
July to 30 July, the lone
connecting road o Shervo
from Hudco viliage was
severely damaged and hence
ali communication and sup-
plies were cut off.

A team from the Army .

aswell as Gujarat Police was
tasked with relief and avac-
nationon 81 July The evac-
uation began in the after-
noonand ahout 200 villagers
including 17 infants and 32
children had to be evacuat-
od on foot.

The Indian Alr Force too
came to the rescue of the
flood affected people with the
force doing multipie sor-
ties for Rvingpeople to safer
areas and dropping thou-
sands of food packets.

In Rajasthan: Five per-
somns, including four teenage
bovs, have drowned in gif-
ferent paris of Railasthan
which was lashed by heavy
rains.

The South-West mon-
soon shifted its centre over
Bikanerdivisioninthelast
24 hours as Karanpur ¢ity
recorded 3emof rammfali il
8:30 AM today, the maxi-
mum in the state, officials
said. Atleast adozen villages
remained inundated in San-
chore tehsil due to incessant
rains, which reduced since
Friday, officials said.

ASirohidistricto
said the Abu-Read whd
Mount Abu (hill station}
road, which was damaged
by shoofing stones due fo
heavy rains, was stili under
repalr and traffic was not
allowed on the route yet.

The civii administration
has pressed 25 rescue and
relief teams into action in
Sanchor and Bheenmal
tehsiis, covering a dozenof
villages, the official said.

Two minor boys
~Mahaveer Singh (12) and
Girdhari (14} ~ drowned
when they went io take bath
inapond which wasswelied
upduetorains at Dulmera-
station village in Bikaner dis-
trict vesterday, the
Lunkaransar police said
today "The hodies were fished
outand handed over to their
parents afier postmortem,

the police said. Two more
hoys, identified as Vale-
gopal and Sushil, were
reportediy drowned in Luni
river near Samdaditownof
Jodhpuor districtlast evening,
officials said, adding that
divers were searching for
both since last night.

The fifth victim, 35-year-
old Bhema Ram, slipped
mtoan overflowing pond ves-
terday when he went there
toohserve the water level in
Dantiva village in Sirohi dis-
trict, adistrict officiai said,
Meanwhile, Oneof themajor
rivers in Rajasthan, Luni
river or Maru Ganga, revived
after over ten vears duse to
heavy rainfall in theregion,
as thousands thronged the
areatoworship theriver; the
official said.

Low to moderate rains
alsooceurred in Jaipurand

Ajmer districts in the last
24 hours,

Moderaterains is likely

tooccar in Bikaner division
in the next 24 hours, a fore-
cast said.
In Punjab: Rains lashed
many parts of Punjab and
Haryana for the second con-
secutive day today, a MeT
department official said.

Most parts of Puniab,
inciuding Patiala, Amrit-
sar, Ludhiana, Mohali, Ropar
and Jalandhar alsoreceived
rainfalt. nHarvana, Karnal,
Panchiula, Kalka, Yamu-
nanagar and Kurukshetra
were also lashed by rains,
the official added.

Foliowing the rainfall,
the day temperatures hover-
od below normal level at som-
e places in the two states, wit-
h mereury hovering in the
range of 28-32 deg Celsius.
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| Landsiip-léaVeS"&i
500 stranded ¥
in Uttarakhand . |

UTTARKASHY A% Jeast 500 peo-=uj,
v | ple- were 16t stranded after a® |.
| landslip blocked a highway g |
Uttarskhand -on  Satunday.’- |
Triggered by rain, Gangotri
m | highway was blocked bry stones
c- | and rocks falling from 2 hill,
of | causing tourists and pilgrims
g~ +to wait for hours for it to be
e | reopened. _
' “We were coming from Go- |
1§ | mukh and we'were told that for-
Rg | more than an hour.s lapdslip |
ar | has taken place from the top
>n | and the rain hasn't :
i, | Treeshave fallen and rocksare -
at | falling, which has fimmed the
I-| road,” said ofe stranded per-
i~ | son, Suri in Uttarkashi town.
¢, 1 Disaster management offi-
in | cer, Devendra Patwal said
ja | rocks were still falling on the’
- | reopenedroute, - © T |
w1 “We are trying to open the
ia | route but continuous falling of
3. 1 rocks is causing 4 hindrance. 1
have been informed that the
it | route has been opened but the
rocks continue to fall. One has
been injured and taken to-hos-
pital” said Mr. Patwal.

One resident, Siroru Lal de-
scribed what happened

“Iuere ig a big landslide and
from the top it is sliding down-
wards and falling over the
houses. Now the fand is shiding
from the other part also and
g;; village i5 in danger,” said

PRI I

.o

Additional Deputy Comumis-
sioner of Kangra, Sudesh Ku-
mar Mokhta, said thosé
affected will be compensated, -
ANI

Covering 1., Y1
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WEST HENGAL
Situation
turns grim

as reservoirs
release water

ENS&PT:
KOLKATA, ALGLIST 2

FLOOD SITUATION in south
Bengal remained grim on
Sunday with death toli pearing
26 and nearly 37 lakh people af-
fected by the deluge inthe 12
districts of the state.

While dark clouds hovered
over the state and intermitent
rains lashed different aseas, the
authorities’ immediate worry
was heavy discharge of water
from reservoirs, bothin Bengal
and Jharkhand.

The Durgapur barrage in
Bengal was scheduled torelease
about 85,000 cusecs of water on
Sunday, with authorities warm-
ingthattherelease may goupto
90.000 cusecs.

‘There were scores of other
dams releasing water simuita-
nesusty like Tilpara, Hinglo,
Kangshabati.  Massanjore,
Maithon and Galudi i
tharkhand, The riversin these ar-
eas like Subarnerekha .
Kangshabati, Damodar were
swolien and the reservoirs full,

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who had often de-
scribed floods during the Left
regime as “man-made” because
it was cansed largely due to -
lease of water fromdams, regret-
ted that her government was
watching vast areas getting sub-
merged as water was being re-
leased from alarge number of
dams. Speaking to mediaper-
sons on Sunday, Mamata said:
“Sofar, we have witnessed man-
made floods and we have re-
stricted themquite successfully.,
But the situation at present s
rendered beyvond control”

The CM, who reviewed the
flood sitvation with senior offi-
dajs added that the water regen-
tion capacity of some damas had
been reduced as their condition
was notgeod,

Advising the people inval-
nerable areas to take shelter in
refief camps to avoid "untoward
incidents”, Mamata said: “
kriowthatitis difficult to stay out
of horne, but life is priority. So,
you muststay inrelief carnps for
two to three days.”

Due to water being refeased
from the dams, over 210 blocks
i several districts across the

o0 east, rain wreaks havoc

Villagers wade through Mirati village in Birbhum district of West Bengal on Sunday. 711

state were inundated,

Holding the Barmodar Valley
Corporation (DVC} responsible
for releasing excess wiater result-
inginfioods in the state. Mamata
said: “DVC is doing business...
We fove thern but that does not
mean they will submerge
Bengal... Tweo years ago, we had
written to the Centre that more
than two lakh cusecs of water
¢anhe reserved in DVC reservolr
only if dredging is done. § will
againwrite tothem.”

Marnata alse cancelied her
visit te North Bengal form
August4to7.

“Altogether 1537 relief
camps have been set upto shel-
terover 214 fakh marooned peo-
ple and 204 medicat camps have
been opened,” sousces said,

They said 38,046 houses
were darnaged and cropover an
areaof 4,72,645 hectares has
been damaged.

In Purbasthali in Burdwan,
the Artry had to be called in as
roads were submerged and
thousaruds of vitlages were ma-
rooned, Speedboats  were
pressed into service toferry peo-
ple to relief carnps, The NDRF
teamswere also sent o different
areas in Ghatal, Moyna,
Pansksra, Udainarayangur,
Amta areas in Midnapore,
Hooghly and Howrah districes.
{arge parts of Singur were inur-
dated as rivers in the area
breached the banks and fiooded
hurnan settiemnents.

MAMIPUR

1

NDREF reaches village hit by
landslide, 3 more rescued

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL ALGUST 2

ATEAM of the National Disaster
Response Force reached Journoi
viflage in Manipur Sunday and
rescued 3 more people, aday af-
ter a massive landslide hit the
small hamlet with 10 house-
holds and 74 inhabitants near
the Myanmar border. At the time
of the landslide there were 18
people present at the village,
which falls under Chandel dis-
trict's Khengjoi sub-division.
The Assam Rifles had res-
cued four villagers from the dis-
aster site Saturday, while other
three had managed to move
safer ground when disaster hit
taking the tofal nurnber of sur-
vivors to ten, Bight villagers were
stili missing, Officials said their
fate was yet to he ascertained,
‘The National Highway in
Chandetdistrict, which connects
imphal <ty to the Indo-
Myanrnar border townof Moreh
and further to Myanmar, caved
in at two points including at
Paraolon, where a battaion of
the & Dogra Rifles was am-

" bushed by militants easlier in
Iune.

Meanwhile, villagers from

Senamand Tengnoupal vacated |

ther lintest to move to cafor v |

GUIARAT:

14 districts and
population of about
40 fakh affected

OISHA

5 prople losi their lives,
4.8 takh people affected
in 7 districts

houses in Holleniang, Wayang
and Tuitung viflages in Chandel,
26 houses at PM Dingpi village
were swept away due fo heavy
heavy rainfali.

incessant showers have
tashed Manipur over the past
one week causing foods in dif-
ferent districts across the state,

Gverflowing Imphal and
Thoubal rivers flooded certain
areas of the main Irnphal city, in-
cluding Singjames, Lamphelpat
and Langol. Hotel imphat had to
be shut down due 1o Aooding.
More than 40 villages in the
Sugnu Assembly constitzency
were reportedly fiooded due to
the swollen Chakgpi river.

The state government,
meanwhite, had set up reljef
camps in Thoubal and Chandel

dstricts for displaced villagers.

The Imphal-Hkhrut road
caved in by tirree feetand over a
stretch of 30 metres at the Naga
gate near Lkhral district hospi-
tal, Hungdung halting move-
ment of all heavy vehicles,

The Kamjong-Ukhra road,
Manipur'ssecond approach road
to Myanrar that connects 36
villages inthe area, reimained cut
off for three continuous days due
to landshides and heavy rainfali,

Villages located near
Manipaur river - Serou, Nungou,
Chairel, thongyamand Tangieng
Khunjao - were also fiooded
and hurwdreds of families forced
to take shelter in forest rest
lwuses in the area and with
neighbouring villagers of the
Churachand pur district.

The water level, meanwhile,

started receding in both the
imnphat valley as wel as the hilk
districts Sunday morning,

Apart from displacing vii-
lagers, the flooding in nearty all
of Manipur's nine districts sub-
merged huge tracts of paddy
fields. In Churachandpur, some
1300 hectares of paddy felds re-
mained inundated despite re-
ceding waters,

A
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NALGONDA: Nagarjunasagar ir-
rigation officials -with the
help of V5 Technologies, an
Hyderabad-based firm, is us-
ing latest cameras,’ drone
cameras, laser rays and model
boats to study the status of
‘diversion tunnel’.

Speaking to The Hindy,
Mora Vishnu Prasad, Execu-
tive Engineer, Nagarjunasa-
gar, said the diversion tunnel
was constructed before start-
ing dar works to divert river
fow from construction area,

The total length of this tun-
nel is 789 meters with 9 me-
ters of diameter; the injet of
which is located af least 500

meters inside the Teservois, -

and the outlet is located
downsiream of the reservelr,
to the right of the main power
house. :

After completion of dam

work, the authorities in-
stalled gates to this fumnel
Though the gates functioned
for a few years, the author-
ities could pot even operate
them for the last couple of
decades as they gathered rust,

Of late in the last couple of
years, the tunnel is said to he
leaking with the outpour be-
ing 20 cusecs a day. A high-
power dam safety commitiee
will take aview on whether to
close the leakage or explore
other options.

From the exisling crest
gates of the main dam, the
can

Lpwiting LU Wi

Water is being let out for the diversion tunnel at
Nagarjunasagar project on Saturday.
- PHOTO: SfRQJ‘AM VENKATARAMANA

draw water only up to 510~
feet level, the dead storage
point, _
However, Mr. Prasad said
that the ‘Chute’ gates, that
were installed during the lat-

* er years, could help draw wa-

ter up io 485-feet level,
Interestingly, water can be
drawn up to 400-feet jevel
from diversion tunnel, since
its inlet is located deep inside
the reseTvoir.

Superintendent Engineer
B, Vijayabhaskar Rao said
that they had invited tenders
to get the gates of tunnel re-
paired to contain the leakage
but there was no Fesponse
from any company since
working on it was {oo com-
plex, _

Engineering experts from
ITs and technical experts
from reputed companies -
both from the country and

abroad, tr%egg resoive the
issue but without any suceess.
The issue turned a challenge
to engineering fraternity of
the country. :
Finally, Mr. Rao said that
they roped in the services of

V5 Technologies to video-

graph the tunnel to come fo
an understanding on its
status.

A week ago, the authorities
sent drone cameras into itbut
they could not succeed in vid-
eographing it. Now, this Sun-
day, the company plans to use
jaser rays and model boats,
instatied with cameras, to
videograph the tunnel

Since. water centinuously
flows down from the tunnel,
authorities said that the mod-
el boat will trave} against the
styeam to picture the status of
canal by travelling 800 me-
ters up to inlet.
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tood situation in: south Bengal
rurned grim on Saturday with
1.19 lakh people taking shelter
in relief camps in 12 districts,
even as weatherman forecast

more heavy rains in the next -

two days.

“So far 966 relief camps have
been set up sheltering 119 lakh
affected people,” West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee told newspersons here. “We
have opened 124 medical
camps,” she sajd.

Speaking about the fiood sit-
uation in the State after a re-
view meeting, the Chief
Minister said 12 districts in the
Gangetic plains were affected,
while the number of rain or
Bpod related deaths did not in-
crease and the toll stood at 89,

Ms. Baneriee then left for
Udaynarayanpur in Heowrah
distriet, which has been badly
affected, to see the flood sit-
uation for herself. She is ex-
pected  to visit more flood
affected areas soon, officials
said, i
They said that so far 1.8 lakh
houses have been damaged and

crop was lost in over 2.30 lakh-
. hectares due to the floods,

State Urban Development
Minister Firhad Hakim went
to Arambagh in Hooghly dis-
trict during the day and over-
saw relief arrangements for the

 affected people, Other Minis-

ters have also been asked to
visit food affected areas to co-
ordinate relief operations.

Ms, Banerjee said her gov-
ernment would iry to support
the flood-affected people with
its own resources as she was

'ALL THE MAJOR RIVERS IN ODISHA

*. ARE FLOWING BELOW THE OANGER

LEVEL AND INFLOW OF RAIN WATER
FROM WEST BENGAL HAS CAUSEQ
MAROONING OF SOME MORE
VILLAGES IN BALASORE OISTRICT

;.. - ‘&;_..;‘..\ ;h s RCE
. " - o 1

A rickshaw-puller wades through o water-logged sireet in Kolkata on Saturday.
Heavy rain since Friday has disrupted normal life in the elty. - proro: pI

not hopeful about much help
from the Centre. '

“Did the Centre send any
help for Darjeeling disaster
flandslides last month}?” an
annoyed Ms. Banerjee shot
back when reporters asked her
whether Centre’s assistance
wag sought,

Flooding of farmland, towns
and villages were reported
from several districts of South
Bengal like Howrah, Hooghly,
Burdwan, Bankura, South 24
Parganas and East Midnapore
with heavy downpots occur-
ring in Gangetic West Bengal in
the last few days. :

Heavy rainfall also lash
Kolkata and adjoining areas
since Friday and disrupted
normal life, throwing road and
rail traffic out of gear since

early this meorning as most
parts  of the city were
submerged.

The Met department re-
corded F43.2 mm rainfali in the
last 24 hours tili 5.30 pm today
and has forecast heavy o very
heavy rains in Gangetic West
Bengal for another two days.

Odisha viljages marooned

" Though the flood situation
in Odisha improved signifi-
cantly, the inflow of rain water
from the neighbouring West
Bengal today caused maroon-
ing of 10 more villages in the
bordering Balasore district
even as the toll in the current
spell of flood is fve, officials
said.

“all the major rivers in the

State are flowing below the

danger level. However, inflow of
rain water from West Bengal,
where heavy rainfall occurred
under the effect of cyclonic sys-
temr Komen, has caused ma-
rooning of some more villagesin
Balasore district,” Special Relief
Commissioner (SRCY GVV.
Sarma said. o

As per reports received from
the Collectors of the concerned
districts, the SRC said about
4.79 lakk people of 597 villages
under 15 Blocks and one ULB in
five districts namely Mayiurb-

’hanj, Keonjhar, Jajpur, Bhardak

and Balasore have beey affected
by the current spell of flood.
Replying to a question, the
SRC said so far five persons have
died in the current spell of
flonds in the State, The death
cases came from Balasore (23,

situation qrim?

one each from Mayurbhaj, Jaj-
pur and Keonjhar. While four
persons died of drowning, one
suceumbed to snake hite dur-
ing the floods, Mr. Sarma said.
While the number of viliages
marooned in recent floods in
Balasore district was 10 till Fri-
day, itincreased to 20.
“Maroonied villages of Bal-

" gore district as on date have

thiis increased to 20 (Jaleswar
Block--15  and  Bhogarai
Block~5),” the SRC said add-
ing that water from ail other
viliages which were earlier ma-
rooned has been cleared by
oW, :

Preliminary estimate indi-
cate that dwelling houses of
abeut 664 families have been
affected in Jajpur district, the
SRC said adding that assess-
ment of damage to private
houges in other districts was
under assessment. As per re-
port of the Engineer-in-Chief,
Rural Water Suppiy & Sanita-
tion (RWSS), 2937 tube weils
and 1 piper water supply sys-
tem have been affected due to
fiood, he said. :

As many as 32 groups have
been engaged for repair/ disin-
fection of tube wells. Bags of
bieaching powder (25kg each)
have been provided for disin-
fection. Thousands of water
pouches have been distributed
in the fiood affected areas,

20 killed in Manipu
landslide '

Twenty people were killed in
a landslide triggered by heavy
incessant rain at Zoumeoal vil-
lage in Manipur’s Chandel dis-
trict on Saturday, police said.

Superintendent of Police of
Chandel district Herojit Singh
said 20 people were killed in
the landsiide at the village un-
der Khangbarol sub-division of
the district. The SP said that a
police team has been sent to
the spot which is located near
indo—Myanmar border. — PFI
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Dry days: 17% rain deficit in July

JUNE-JULY RAIN COUNT -5%

Amit Bhattacharys, Vishwa
Mohan & Neba Madsan | Tun

i New Dethi: After a wet
: June when other systems
had countered the adverse
effects of E] Nino, monsoon
tookadriertarnin.July and
the month ended with a
comnirywide rain deficit of
17%. However, kKharif sow-
ing remained robust, boost-
i edbygood rain spells insev-
i eralpartsof thecountry
With the dip in rains,
I monsoon's performance in
thefirsthalf of theseason—
June 1 to July 31 — was 5%
belowthelongiermaverage.
Junehadamonsoonsurpius
of 16%,

Heavy rains in Gujarat,
Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Jharkhand and parts of cen-
tral India masked the fact

that July this year was the'

driest since 2002 in terms of
average rainfali across the
country The month started
on & wesk note and rains re-
mained below par tifl July
19, except for a brief fouwr
day period fromthedth.

Hut there were several
redeeming features. “The
rainfali, although weak, has
been fairly well distributed
across most paris of the
country,” said D Sivananda
Pai, head of India Meteoro-
togical Department’s long
range forecasting section.

However, some distress
zontes of low rainfail have
staried emerging. Rains were
consistently weak through
July i south India as well as
suthdivisions such as Marath-
wada and Madhya Maharash-
tra. From Judy 1 till 29, the
southern peninsula recorded
the highest rainfall deficien-
ey inthecountry at 46%.

“We had forecast an 8%
rainfall deficit for July but it
has tirned out to be more. A
typical feature this year has
been that most rain-cansing
disturbances have been com-

(in iakh hectares)

@5 - 2014
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Driest months of July (since 1988)
. ek “All-tndia: % Deviation
: - rainfall : from normal* -
| L2002 1462 LT
1987 | 2343 -29
1982 2348 23
[2015 . 2403 - a7 ]
120041 2421 20
1 2t ] * Current normal is 28%9.2mm,
by ity M5 which is less than eartier normais

explores ways
sugar exports

M Mot called for renewed
eloristoraiseethansl
blerding of fuel ard exploring
alt posajhilities for sugar

ke brainstormed
inisters and
resolvethe

ing from the east. Indian
Ocean's monsooncireulation
has been weak, which means
that the monsoon pulses are
not progressing from the

south, which has caused a
sigmificant rainfall deficien-
oy in the southern parts,” 4
Met depariment official said.

However, rains in the
north, most parts of central
India and many reglons of
the east were close to normal.
This is reflected in the kharif
cropsowingfigures. Theover-
alisown area has, so far, been
far ahead of the correspond-
ing figures iast vear which
wasa bad monsoon yearn

The area under Kharif as
on Friday (uly 31) was still
lessthan what wasreportedat
this time in 2313, when rains
were plentiful in the monsoon
months. As compared to
B13.9% lakh hectares as on An-
gust 2, 2013, the kharif sown
area this year was 764.28 lakh
hectaresason.July 31,

The monscon is predicted

to be active through the first
week of August raisinghobes
that the net sown grea would
grow inthe coming days.

Several agencies, howey-
ey, have predicted 4 relative-
Iy dry period in the country
afterthefirst wesk of August
when the monsoon could go
into a break, increasing the
overall rain deficit.

In s monsoon update in
June, IMI) had forecast a 1%
rain deficit in Aagust. Thede-
partment will issue another
update for the second half of
the season o a day or two It
had in June predicted a
drought yean withoverailsea-
sonal rains at 12% below nor-
mal. Meanwhile, private fore-
caster Skymet downegraded
its prediction for the season
from 102% to 98%, still stay
ingwithinthe normal range.
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RMR INDUCED NATURAL DISASTERS CLAIM SEVERAL LIVES ACROSS INDIA

20 killed in Manipur Iandsllde

Joumol Vallage Buned Dwellers And Cops Toul To Clear Debns 53 lives lost

K.SurollamnarSharma
@timesgroup.com

Imphakh At least 20 people

were kifled as 2 landstide trig
gered by incessant rainburied
Joumol village in Manipur's
Chandel district berdering
Myanmar on Ssturday.

A team of police and res-
cuers was rashed to the viliage
10 rescue the survivors. Sours
es sald villagers were toiling
hard to clear the debris. “The
exact number of casualties
wottd be known after the res-
cae work is over: So far, 20 vik
lagers have died, while one
survived,” an official said
Elsewhere in thestate, normal
life was paralysed asoverfiow-
ing rivers fiooded several low-
iving areas, including those in
Imphal. “We are shocked fo
hear the news. Because of the
floods, we coulld not move out to
join rescue work,” said a resi
dent of Chandel.

Hundreds of people have
beencutoff fromtherest of the
stateafter flood waters washed
away four suspension bridges
-------- two each in Chandel and
Thoubal gistricts - on Friday
Reports said a bridge in Chak
pikarong in Chandel was on
the verge of collapse, Floods
have hit large swathes of agri
cuiturat Jand, fish farms and
residential areas inthetwodis
triets. Livestock has also been
killed. Tn Chandel, many vii
lagers have been forced toshift
to safer areas. A relief camp
has been set up at a school at
thedistrict headguarters,

Forthefull report, logon
towww timesofindia.com

Students take selfies on a water-logged street In Kolkata on Saturday

Bengal rains: Toll touches 47

Kotkata: A girl was swept
away by the water current in
West Bengal's Murshidabad
district, while a woman died
inahousecollapse in Howrah
asthefiood tolishot upto47on
Sutarday due to heavy over
night rains across the state.

The rains triggered by the
cyclone Komen crippled nor.
mal iife in Kolkcaty, hitting the
train services,

Chief minister Mamaia
Banerjes had on Friday eve
ning put the death count at 38
but relentiess widespread
rainon Saturday led toat least
eightfatalities in thedistricts.

in Murshidabad’s Andu
lia, a girl was carried away by

2 strong current and in How
rah's Panchia, rains triggered
the collapse of % mud house
leading to the death of 2 wom-
anand injuringher hushand,

In Nadia, four deaths were
reported by district adminis
tration officials while West
Midnapore witnessed at least
two fatalities. Nearly two lakh
houses have been damaged
whileover alakhresidentsare
in relief camps due to the in-
cessant-rain iriggered flood
iike sitnation in the state, Ba-
neriee said on Ssturday

The nagping rains are due
to & deep depression over Bay
of Bengal causod by Komen.

“Asmanyas 1.8lakhhouses

have heen damaged and 12 dis-
tricts are affected due to the
food-1ike skuation. 966 relief
camps are sheltering 1.19iakh
pecple across the state” Ba
nerjes said at the state secre-
tariat ‘Nabanny'in Howrah.

Cropsspreadover2.16lakh
hectares of farmland werede-
stroyed in the rain-hit dis
tricts, she added.

The chief minister ook
stock of the situation in How-
raht's Udaynarayanpur dur
ing the day and asserted her
government would aid in re
lief of theaffected peoplewith
its own resources as she was
not expecting much heipfrom
the central government. axs

rains in Gll]

Palanpur (Gui) The death

tolidue to heavy rains earli-

erthisweek whichcreateda |
fivod-like sitzation iInnorth |

Gujarat has reached 53, offi-
cialssaid today

Of these 28 deaths have

aceurred inthe worstaffect

ed Banaskantha district
“The death toll has reac-

hed53including 28 deathsin

worth-hit Banaskantha dis- |
trict,” said state emergency

contrel room ofTicials,

According 10 an official |
release, looking at the large |

scale devastation due to

floods in north Gujarat and

Kutch, chief minister Anan-
diben Patel on Saturday an.
nounced to give higher com-
pensation for the loss of
property In addition fo Rs
3,806 given under the Cen

tre’s Calamity Relief Fund |

(CRF), the Gujarat govern:

ment have anmounced to give
Rs 3,200 more {o those whe |
have lost their household

and belongings in the flood,
taking the total compensa
tion fo Rs 7,000, it added,

Meanwhile, Mo$ home |

Haribhai Chaudhary on
Saturday arrived in Banask-

natha, his constituency, for !
a two-day visit to take stock |

of situation. He heid 2 re-
viewmeeting with local offi-

cials and will visit the flood |

affected regionon $unday
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‘Can groundwater use be charged?’

Apex Court Asks Centre, Delhi Govt If Metered Usage Would Curb Wastage

AmitAnand.Choudhary
EHmMesqroup.com

New Pelhi: As groundwater levels
continue to plunge at an alarming rate,
particularly inurban aress in theeoun-
iy, the Supreme Courton Friday asked
the Centre why extraction of ground-
water through borewells shotdd not be
regufated and meters be installed to
curb wastefiul use of the precious natir
ral resource.

A bench of Justices T § Thakuy,
¥ Gopala Gowda and R Banumathi is-
stied notice to Centre on a PIL seeking
its direction to regujate extraction of
groundwater It also sought & vogponse
from the Delhi government on charg
ing people toextractgroundwater.

According to a2 World Bank report
india is thelargest grownyiwater userin
the workl--using nearly a quarter of
the giobal total. There are nearly 5 lakh
iltegal borewells in just the capital for
extracting groundwater A National
Sample Survey Qrganisation (NSSO)

study says almost 16% of Delhi'surban
households and 30% of #s rural ones
don't have sufficiemt drinking water
throughout thevear

The court passed theorderona PIL
filed by Rarnesh Aflwadi seeking a di-
rection o governments to price the
groundwater resonreeas isdone inthe
case of water heing supplied by local
authorities,

His counsel Prashant Bhushan told
the bench that making installation of
meters for borewell wonld discourage
wastefuluseof waten

"Groundwater depletion isof grave
concern, and Hmiting ifs use, metering
it andd charging against such consumyp-
tion will not only help water conserva-
tion but will also bring revenue o the
government which can further be used
for other incidental activities by the
goverturient to safeguard the degrad-
ing groundwater table,” hesaid.

Bhushan said that in oyder 1o cop-
tain environmental consequences due
10 the lowering of the water table, the

¢ FREOEMC 0F LOUROE WASTED

state had the obligation to see that un-
repulated use of groundwater did not
ead toenvironimental degradation.
The petitioner had firstapproached
the [3ethi high court which refused to
pass apy order for regulating extrac
tion of groundwatern "In our opinion,

the decision whether groundwater is |
attowed {0 be drawn free or to be made |
a paid commodity is a policy matter
putside the domain of the courtsand it !
is not for the courts to adjudicate :
whether it showdd be free or the con- |
sumers thereof bemadetopay” the HC

hadsaid.

Challengingtheorderof theHC, the |
petitioner said that a limited, searce !
and valuable natural resource like !
groundwater could notbeallowed tobe !
exploi ted without any limitand thattoo !
free of cost and pleaded the apex court |

toexamine theissue,

sGroundwater forms part of nati |
ral resources and of which govern-
mendt is the guardian and has the re- |
sponsibility to ensure that thesameis |

distribited to subserve the common

good, It is further the case of the pet- |
ionerthat wastage of thispreciousre.
source by those who have been able to |
obtain groumdwater installations vio-
hutes Articles 14 and 21 of the Constif |

tionof India,” the petition said.
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New Dethi: Beating forecasts
of arelatively dry and oppres
sivemonth, the weatherinJu-
Iy came as a pleasant surprise
for Delhijtes. The city saw as
many 45 18 rainy days, which
kept temperatures in the mild
zone for most part of the
month.

The rainfall also ensured
thatair pollutionlevelsinjuly

were among the lowest in re-

cenit months, with the PM25
level breaching the safe Himit
of 60 microgram per cublc

i metreonlyoneightdays.

The city received iotal
rainfall of 2354mm during
themonth, 12% above the nor
mal of 210.6mm. What stood
out in therain pattern was its
distribution through the
month, with the first shower
Deing recorded on July 6 and
thelaston the 31st.

Oniyontwodays - Jdaly 11
{93.8mm)and July 12(68.6mm}
—did the rain turn into a del:-
uge and caused major disrup-
tions inthecity's trafficfiow

July usually has the most
oppressive weather of the
year in Delhi, with high by
midity coupled with heat

WEATHER

Max 3LE°C 0 M 250 L0
b7 Moonrive: Saturday - 1.50pm

HEE ssoonsetSunday - 3sam
Sumrise: Sunday - Radam
Sumsat; Saturday - 7.12mm
Genoratly cloudy sky, Rain Biely, Maxi-
e & minimuem temperatures of Sat-
urday wiltbe around 35°C 4 4°C.

pushing up use of aircondd
tionery for periods longer
than any other time of the
vear. That's why the city invar
iably reaches its highest peak
electricity load in July, beat
ing the record high of the pre-
vious yearn

But 2015 has been differ
ent. This year, the peak load
was reached in June and it
was less than last year's re-
cord. While June saw the max-
imum temperature in Delhi
hitting 45 degree Celsius as a
neatwave across India made
international news, July did
not see the mercury tonch 40
degreesonany day

The maximum {emper
ature during the month was
39,8 degrees C recorded on Ju-
Iy 4. In contrast, July last year
had six 46 degree-plusdays.

The unusually midd July
weather this year was not
without precedent. It closely
resembled conditions expert-
enced in 2013, when the high
est July rainfall in 10 years
was recorded in Dethi. Thedif
ference, however, was that a
markedly different weather
was expected in 2015, because
it'san Bl Ninoyear

- A,

- A,
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1,50,000 AFFECTED: The runway of Kalay Airport among flooded houses,
at Sagaing diviston. At least 27 people have been killed and more than
150,000 affected by flooding in Myanmar in recent days, with the
government declaring the four worst-hit areds in central and western
Myanmar as ‘national disaster-affected regions”. UN. warned the toll

was likely to rise. — pHOYO: REUTERS
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INGT issues notice to-
Awo treatment plants

[ribunal asked why compensation should

Akanksha Jain

NEW DELHI: The Lawrence
Road and Okhla Common Ef-
fluent Treatment Plants were
issned a showcause notice by
the National Green Tribunal
on Friday, asking why an en-
vironmental compensation
not be imposed on them for
fack of  upkeep and
performance.

Both these plants have

been found to be releasing
treated water with high bio-
chermical oxygen demand
(8oD) of 30 miiligram per
litre into the Yamuna river.

BoD js the amoant of dis-
solved oxygen needed by aer-
obic biological organisms in a
water body te break dows or-
ganic material

- High BoD is an indicator of
the level of organic potution
of water.

The CETP at Lawrence
Road is maintained by the
DSIING, while the one at Ok-
hia was made by the DSIIDC
and later handed over 1o the
Okhia CETP Society.

The NGT has now sought
evidence asking why the
plants should not be asked to

Eoverins L Y

B

aot\z imposed on them

B

The Law}enee Road and Okhla plants have been
pulled up for lack of upkeep. FiLE PHOTO

pay  an environmental
compensation.

Representatives of the Ok-
la CETP society averred that
the Dethi Jal Board, while re-
moving sit/shudge, was push-
ing it into the conveyey
system of their piant,

“We may notice at this
stage itself that the PSIDC
itself has produced report by
the NEERI where it is record-
od that maintenance of this
plant is extremely poor, and
suggested short terms and
jong term measures, which
inciude gde-shugging of the
equaiization tank and upgra-

- * -

dation of maintenance stan-
dards of the  fiters
appropriately, Similar are the
state of affairs with the Okhia
Plant” the bench said on
Friday.

A daybefore, the Benchhad
suggested the CEPTs take ex-
pert advice from Central Pol-
Iution Contro! Board or any
other agency to upgrade their
systems. Tt even cited exam-
pie of certain hotels, which
instalied efficient effiuent
treatment plants in very littie
time. The matter will now
come up for hearing on Au-
gust 3.

PRTIVRA Y -
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Nature at its own guard s’

PRESS TRHST OF INGiA The general view isthat by absorbing carbon
‘Thane, 2 August mangroves are wasteland  dioxide They area
and non-produsctive. sotrce of rich and varied
Stressing that mangroves Mangroves are most pro-  bio-diversity They also
are as important as coral ductive, in fact they are give scope for education,
reefs and helpful in pro- more than or as impor- research work, eco-
tection from sea- related tant as corat reefs,” he tourism and help in the
calamities like tsunami, said. Explaining the sig socio-economic status,
a noied scientist has nificance of mangroves, the scientist said.
called for conservation of Untawale said they play Mangroves form an
these coastiine habitats an important role in important link in the
of frees and shrubs in forming a vital partof food chain, the fallen
thie country ' the marine food chain leaves are used by defri
The conservation can He was speaking towards conservationof  and help inthereeycling  tus which form the feed
be done by creation of recently at the inaugura  natural wealth, of nutrients and provide  ing, breeding and nurs
mangrove parks, bios tion of aday long “Evervene of us, small  many naturaj as weil as ery ground for fish, he
phere reserves and sanc-  national convention on or big, needs o take the medicinal products. said, adding that they
tuaries, Mangrove Socl mangroves here organ- responsibility for the They are effective in also are home to the
ety of India’s Executive ised by Paryavaran Dok destruction of nature. pollution conirel and smail and big fish as weli
Secretary Py Arvind shata Munch, a city- Mangroves are a speciali  aiso help in controiling and so many birds who
Untawale said. based NGO working ty of the tropical belt. the ‘Green House’ effect feed on them.
e — L —
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The Tribune { Chandigarh )
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Centrai Chronical { Bhopat }

» Peaple try to retrieve a vehicle washed away by swirling flood waters in Manipur’s Thoubal district on Saturday.

clone Komen brings
astern states to a halt

ELUGE More than a million people evacuated and 68 killed, death toll could rise

HT Correspondents

» ietiarsBhindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/IMPHAL: At least 68 peo-
ple were Kiled and more than
a million evacuated as heavy
rainfail iashed eastern India
through the weekend after
cyclone Komen created 2 depres-
sion over parts of Bangladesh.

West Bengal, Manipar and '

Odisha were the hardest hif and
the death toll conid rise as many
people werenmissing, Seven deaths
were reported from West Bengal
on Sunday, taking the fofl over the
past week 1048, while in Manipur
A peopiewere killed masingle vil-
lage swept away by a landslide in
Chaneel district on the Myanmar
horder Morethan 1.8 milon peo-
ple in 5,500 villages across 12 dis-
tricts of West Bengal were affected
hy floods and waterlogging. More
than 1.1 million pecple weremoved
toreiied camps inthe state.

“] have postponed my frip to
North Bengal. Again heavy rain-
fall in Bengal, Jharkhand &Odisa

and dams are af dangerous level
We have monitored situation ajl
night & held review meetings,”
chief minister Mamata Banerjee
fweeted on Sunday.

Home minister Rajnath Singh
is monitoring the situation and
minister of state Kiven Rijiiu i
expected tovisit the affected areas
to oversee relief work. Cyclone
Komen, which made landfail
in Bangladesh on Thursday,
remmained practicaily stationary
there and weakened intoa depres-
sion. The weather phenomenon

in the last four years, there

has beer no flood like this
year's. So far we have witnessed
man-made floods and we have
restricted them quite successfully.
But the situation at present is
rendered beyond control.

{ MAMATA BANERJEE, West Bengal (M

wouhd move west and gradually
weaken nfo a well-marked low-
pressure ares, officials said,
Dozens of houses were
destroyed in Hollenjang, Wayang
and Fuitung viflages in Manipur
and severs] areas in and around
state capital Fmphat were fiooded
as yivers fiowed above the danger
mark, Several roads in the north-
ernand southern partsof Kolicata
were under knee-deep waten
Arterial roads such as Centyal
Aveue, Park Street, Theatre Road,
Hospital Road, Amherst Streetand

Diamond Harbour Road were
waterlogged,

Around 10 viflages in Odisha
were marooned snd nearly 470,000
people were affected across the
stafe but the situation was less
slarming than that in West Bengsi,

Al the major rivers in Odisha
areflowing below the danger level
However, inflow of rainwater from
West Bengal, where heavy rain-
fadl occurred under the effect of
cycdonic sysiem Komen, has left
some villages in Balasore district
sioner GVV Sarma said.

At least four childyren were
kiifled and four other people serd-
cusly injured after they were
struck by lighining in Barasat in
Wast Bengal's North Paraganas
district on Sunday, police said.

Anelderly man was crushed fo
death after a portion of his hotise

coliapsed and a fwo-year-oid was

killed in Murshidabad district
when a wal! collapsed,

CWITH INFUTS FROM FTIAND
IANS)
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floOds kill over 100 in five states

Cyclone ‘Komen’

NEWDELES, AGUSEZ

At least 102 people lost their
tives and more thani78 lakh
people were affected in fresh
floods due fo excessive rains
in worst-affected Rajasthan,
West  Bengal,  Odisha,
Manipur and Gujarat.

While the death toll
touched 48 in West Bengal, 28
died in Rajasthan and five in
Odisha, a Home Ministry
statemnent said here today,

Atotal of 36,906,627 people in
9,691 villages of 210 blocks in
12 districts in West Bengal
have been affected due to
floods, while a population of
40 Iakh in Gujarat and
4,80,398 in Odisha, it said.

In West Bengal, 48 deaths
have been reported from
various parts of the state
during the floods owing to
Hghtening, wall collapse,
electrocution, snake bile
and drowning. As reported
by the state government

due to cyclone “Komen”,

heavy 10 very heavy rain-
fall cecurred at isclated
places in almost all of
south West Bengal dis-
tricts, the statement said.
In Rajasthan, 28 people have
lost their lives, out of which 12
le died dyri

batters East | Hi

Villagers in West Midnapore district of West Bengal on Sunday. Pri

ghway |i

4 ol

nking Imphatl with border town cut off

Army, Air Force take over rescue operation

® From restoring rail tracks to rescuing people, the Army and
the Air Force have come handy in the floodhit areas

} # Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh dialled the CMs of the
affected states and promised them of Centre's assistance
B = Neady 2 lakh houses have been damaged in 12 West Bengal
| districts and over a lakh have been rendered homeless
® The worst-affected districts in Bengal are North and South
24 Parganas, Murshidabad, Burdwan and Howrah
u Crops on over 2.1 lakh hectares of farmiand have been

destroved across the state

| ‘Situation beyond control’

850 far, we have

affected in

people were affected. 1574

"One person was . kitled

bouring

WAD|NG TH ROUGH MlSERY witnessed man-made
e kiledin State Ton | Atfected floods and we have
pecp o ec restri em quite 3l
102 = Bengal, e cted ema -
a - " ‘Bengal | 48 37 lakh successfully. Bui the
Rajasthan, Odisha, Manipur ; situation at :
and Gujarat infresh floods Rajasthan | 28 40 iakh | Bresent is ’
170 : ig:eh peoplehave . Manipur | 21 S lakh 1 rendered beyond
naffectedin - i ' ; COntroiee
these fve states with Bengal | oosma_ | 5 48 lakh o fm .
and Rajasthan hit worst Guarat | — 40 lakh a2 Sanetjee, wh
{all and a flood-like situation in in Cdisha, seven districts {0 safer places, it said. The his home at Serou village
manypartsof thestate. Thesit-  namely Jajpuy, Mayurbhanj,  water level on sll major rivers  fromihe surging waters of the
uation is “grim”particularlyin  Keonjhar, Bhadrak, Balasore,  inManipuris, however, reced-  Sekmai river,”  Robert
Jalore, halawar, Baran, Sirohi,  Jharsuguda and Deogarh  ingasrains stoppedsinceyes-  Leisangthem, saida resident
Barmer and Dungarpur, the  have been affected by the terday The Asian Highway of Kakching in Theubal. This
" statementsaid, floods, the statement said.  Ne.I connecting Imphal with  takesthe toll 40 21 after 20 per-
In Gujarat, 14 districts and ~ Five persons lost their ives  Moreh on the Myanmar bor-  sonswere killed in a landslide
_population of about 40 Jakh  and 844 villages and 4,80,39%  der has been cut off, at Journul village in neigh-

Chandel district on
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Manipur landslide buries village

near Myanmar bo

TMBHAL, AHGUET 1

At least 20 pecple were -

kilied and several houses
swept away as a landslide,
caused by heavy rain, dev-
astated a village o
Manipur's Chandel district
bordering Myanmar on Sat-
urday, officials said.

The death foll is likely to
increase as many people are
stifl missing, officials here
said. An official of the siate
disaster management wing

said, the tragedy took place

after a massive landslide
hit Joume! village, about
179 km south of Imphal.
*Assamn Riftes jawans and
villagers from the nearby

rder; 20 dead

immediately after the disas-
der and rescued many people
from the area the official
said. Many houses of Hollen-

+ jangWayang and Teitung vil-

- Jages were also swept away by
the colossal landslides.

. “According io the prelimi-

naryreport, 20 persons diedin

the landslips. The total num-

bers of dead and injured from
these areas are yet to known,”
the official said. The official
said the exact number of casu-
‘alties wontld be known afler
the rescue work is complete.

Manipur along with other

northeastern states hasbeen
withessing heavy rains due
1o cycione “Komen” in the
last three days, —IANS “
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BENGALURY: Showers lashed
the City on Saturday evening,
hampering weekend shopping,
i Peopie were found either
- caughtinatraffic jam or under
I a shelter to avoid the down-
| pour.

{ Many parts of the City in-
i cluding MG Read, Brigade
| Road, Cubbon Road, Hosur
. Road and Residency Road had
. bumper-to-bumper traffic, Ac-

cording to the Varuna Mitra
call centre of the Karnataka
Stase Natural Disaster Moni-
toring Centre, most parts of the
City received rainfall with Sin-
ganayakanahalii near Yela-
hanka recording the highest at
39 mm, followed by Chikkajala
at 28 5 mrm. Bidarahalliin Ben-
galuru Eastrecorded 19.5 mm,
followed by Yelahanka record-
ing 17.5 mm, Bommanahalli

RAIN EFFECT: People drive cautiousty past a tree that was uprocted due torainon
Cunningham Road on Saturday, kon

Showers spoil weekend plans in City

with 14.5 mm and Tavarekere
in Bengalury Sonth recording
10 mm,

However, the Meteorologi-
¢al department recorded only
2.2 mam of rainfall in the City
and 3.6 mm in HAL Airport. A
iree was uprosied at Devadas
Petrol Bunk near High
Grounds police station due o
the rainfali
DH News Service
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© Large tracts of agricultural
| land i Sugnu, Nungn, Tang-
! jengand Seronare submerged,
. sources added.

| The National Disaster Re-
i sponse Foree personnel wili be
1 airlifred on Sunday morning 10
| Truphal. The Army has heen
© kept on stand by. The Asian
| Highway No 1 which connects
i Impha! and border town of
i Moreh has been cut off. An-
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noyed over the governmeni’s
stow response, enraged locals
chased the chief secretary and
histeam who visited the affect-
ed areas on Saturday.
Meanwhile, swollen riversin

‘southern Mizoram rendered

about 100 families homeless,
while one house was swept
away by swirling Chhimtuipul
River, The Darzokai village on
the banke of the Chhimtsipui
sver is marponed.

Sources in the Assam State

i

wreak havoc in N-E

Disaster managerment Author-
ity added that though there is
no flood-like situation in the
srate, but heavy rainfall in
neighbouring Meghalaya and
Arunachal Pradesh mightlead
1o flash floods over the week.
In West Bengal, flood situa-
tion turned grin on Saturday
with 119 lakh people taking
shelter in relief camps in 12 dis-
tricts of the state even as the
Met department predicted
heavy rainin the next two days,

reports PTL In Chennal, three
flights, including two interna-
tonal on routes, were on Sat-
urday diverted following heavy
downpour. Two international
flights arriving from Frankfurt
and Singapore, respectively,
which were supposed to land
in Chennai on Saturday morg-
ing, were diverted to Bengahury
and Tiruchirapalli. Another do-
mestic aircraft from Pune was
diverted to Bengaluru.

DHNS & PT!

Rains keep pace, lash parts of State

CRR RN R

A RPN DAY IS IN TR

i
| BENGALURU, DHNS: Several
| parts of the Seate received mod-

| erate rains on Saturday.
I Moderate to heavy rains

| jashed several parts of Shiva-
i mogga district. Hosanagar,
| Thirthahalli, Bhadravathi, Shiv-

| amogga, Sagar, Sorab, parts of

| Shikaripur talitks received good

i spell of rains.

; Intermittent rains lashed
; malnad region inthe district. In
| the last 24 hours, Bhadravathi
| taluk received the highest rain-
| fall of 19.60 mm,followed by
| Sorab (12,20 mim), Thirthaball
| (10.80 mm}, Sagar {7 B0 mm),
| Shivamogga {7.40

Shikaripur (2 mm).

Water level inLinganamakk
damrosete1783.05 feetagainst
the maximuen jevel of 1819 fect
s catchment area received
rainfali of 22.80 mm.

The inflow of water was
9,486 cusecs and the eutflow
was 6,730 cusecs. .

The water level in Bhadra
dam rose to 164.85 feet against
the maxium level of 186 feet as
catchment areareceived rainfall
of 4.60 mun.

The inflow of water 3,220
cusecs and the outflow was
1,377 cusecs. Water jn Tunga
dam has reached maximum lew

Uttara Kannada
Rains continnzed to Jash Uttara
Kannada district on Saturday.
While the coastal parts of the
digtriet received heavy rains
there was moderate rains in
malnad and semi-arid regions
of the district,

There was drizzling 1o
Bharkal, Honnavar, Ankola,
Kumta and Siddapura.

Chikkabailapur

Farmers of the district heaved
asigh of relief with rain lashing
the district for an hour in the
evening, The farmers here were
awaiting a good shower totake
up agricultural activities.

H

i mem), Hosanagar (3 mm) and

el of 588,24 feet.

| Moderate to heavy rains fashed Shivamogea on Saturday. ox PHOTO
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Heavy rain, landslide
wreak havoc in N-East

20 killed in Manipur; 119 lakh hitin West Bengal |

GUWAHATY KOLKATA/S
CHENNAIL At least 20 peopie
were killed in Manipur's
worst-ever landslide on Sat-
urday as rainunderthe in-
fluence of Cyclone Komen
wreaked havoc ln West Ben-
gal, affecting nearly 1.2 lakh
people.

A massive landslide swept
away almost the engire Joumnci
village in the Chandel district
of Manipur bordering Myan-
rnar. Over 1 lakh people were
dispiaced, as incessant yain
over a week caused massive
fiash fioods in Chandel,
Thoubal and Inphat Valley in
the last 73 hours. The situation
worsened 013 Saturday as rain
inandated agricultural fields
and washed away several roads
and bridges across the state,

The weather depariment
has predicted more rain and
thunderstorm in Manipur in
the coming 24 hours. “We fear
20 peaple have died in land-
slide caused by heavy rain in

The waterlogged taxiway and runway at Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Entematioﬁai Adrport
after heavy rain in Kolkata on Saturday. »1s

Joumol village. . rescue opera-
tionisstill on,” Chandel Deputy
Commissioner Robert Singh
Khetrimayum told Decean Her-

ald over phone. Sourcesinthe
Assarmn Rifles said that treepers
who were patrofling the Indo-
Myvanmiar border were pressed

intorescue the villagers.
Pallelin Thoubal districtand

entire Chandel districts are

badly affected. Farmersin this

area, known as the rice bowl of
Manipur, have lost their har-
VEsE,

» Rain, Page 10
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‘Inflated desilt claim flooded

WHO WAS RESPONSI E FOR LAST MONTH'S BEI.UGE"

‘Ineffectiveness’
Of Civic Vigilance
Dept Blamed Too
Viayv.Singh@timesgroup.com

Mumbai; The BMC is un
derthescanner for its hand-
ling of the June 19 floods,
with the state government
directing a probe ints the
¢ivic faifure and the Bom
buay high court hearing a
Piionrelated issues. But -
tizens and opposition mem:
bers say the regsons are so
obvious that a long, time
copnsuming probe is not
needed atall,

The immediate reason
far the city being fooded in
the aftermath of the down
pourtheysay, isthecontrac-
tors’ exaggerated claims of

; workencleaningupsilt. An

other reason behind this dj.
saster—and several other
tivic governance lamcu.
nae--is the ineffectiveness
of the BMC’s vigilance cell.
Congresscorporatorsal-
legedthatthecity isproneto
floods because of large

- scalecorruption inthecivic
. department and the probe

team’s connivance with
those yesponsible for the
mess. They have demanded
that such inguiries must be
conducted by retired civie

Rainfaﬂmﬁreisiandc&y_

High court to civic body

While hearing a PH. recently,
Bornbay high court told the

8 BMC that everybody was

The BMC's ciaims State govt directive

> Removed 4 [akh cubic metres of siit | » Municipal comemls-

from across the city beforemonsoon | sloner Ajoy Mehta

» Had a budget of 1145 crore to Eﬂﬁtﬁim

clean big and smad mlahs June 18-19 Hoods,

Opposition's allegations ﬁg::;‘f;fb‘;?gﬁ’*g
» Contractors with civic officials forged member tearn led

tmmen%sst}emggesate desliting clalms by deputy municipal

» Another reason is Ineffectiveness commissioner

of the BMC’s vigilance department Prakast: Pati

blaming it for water-lagging

Which purmping station
did not work on june 19
» Cleveland pumping
statlor, huilt at a cost of
2116 crore and inaugurated
just two days before the
downpour. It developed

& snag after 3 houider got
stuck In one of ifs gates
during the rainfall

officiuls or outside agen
cies.

Municipal commission-
er Ajoy Mehia had formeda
fivemember team led by
deputy municipal commis
sioner Prakash Putil o
launch an inquiry into the
Hoods. On Friday, though,
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis snnounced that

Mehta himself wili now
lead the probe team.

Mehta's office, though,
said itisnotawareof thean
noyncement and Is await
ing a written directive to
cormenton it

“Nothing much comes
out in such investigations
as inquiry officials try to
protect responsible officers

and thecity remaing vidner
abie o floods. Bui we have
nhope with Mehta, He wag
forthcoming and formed a
probe team after our allega-
tion that it was desilting
work ‘which caused the
floods,” said Devendra Am-
berkar, Congress corpora
tor and opposition leader in
the BMC.

city’

Congress  corporator
Mohsin Haider collecied de-
siting records from the civ-
e aathordy for examin
ation and alleged that he
found the work claim was
not true. Several villages
where the BMC is said to
have dumped silf have dis
puted the claim. At one
place, the plot owner—a
BMC staffer—-said he was
not aware of the dumping
Congressraised theissuein
the general body meeting af
ter which thecommissioner
formed a committes o
probe the details. Deputy
municipal  commissioner
Patil, who led the inguiry
the vigilance officer, the
deputy city engineer and
the deputy chief engineer
{s0lid waste management)
were partof the committee,
The pane! submitted its inj-
tinlreport to Mehta on.June
30und islikely tosubmitthe
finalreporton Augusti17.

"Suchan inquairy shonld
be conducted through ont-
side agencies or retired civ-
ie officials, Strong action
shouid be taken against re-
sponsibie contractors and
officers,” said Amberkar.

Meanwhile, the high
court, while hearing a PII,
recently, told the BMC that
everybody was blaming the
c¢ivic boedy for waterlog
ging.
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173mm in 15 hours: city struggles to stay afloat

. RITH BASUAND
DEEPANKAR GANGULY

Calcutta, Aug. 1: Large parts
of Caleutta went under water
asthecity received as much as
173mm of rain in 15 hours,
from 10pm on Friday to ipm
on Saturday

The spring tide in the
Hooghly at 1.17am and again
at 1.40pm on Saturday wors
ened the situation as water in
Toily's Nuilah overflowed and
clogged drainage channels i
Halighat, resuiting in pro-
longed waterlogging in many
parts of south Calcutia. Ka
lighat Road was under waist
or knee-deep water,

The weather office predict-
ed heavy rain insouth Bengal
in phases over the next 48
hours as Cycione Komen,
which has turned into a de
pression, stayed put at Jessore
in Bangladesh, 102km from
Calcutta, for most of Saturday.

_ The depression may enter
Nadia by Saturday night and
weaken into a well-marked
low pressure area before

crossing over to Jharkhand.

Metro decodes the phe
nomenon that caused Satur
day's deluge;

How much rain did Calentia
get?

A steady shower that start
ed on Friday evening contin-
ued through the night. The
Cadeutta Municipal Corpora.
tion's figures reveal the city re-
cetved 118mys of rainin eight
hours, from 10pm on Friday to
gam on Saturday Another
abmin was recorded between
6am and ipm, taking the total
rainfall to 173mm in 15 hours,
since 10pm on Friday

Why the waterlogging?
Calcutta's drainage system
can drain out only 6mm of
water an hour. Te drain out
173mre in 15 hours, 11.5mm
would have to be drained per
houy, which is twice the capac
ity of the drainage system.
However, even “8mm per
hotr” remained a far cry for
most partof theday because of
thespring tide inthe Hooghly,

A waterway cailed Camage Street on Saturday afternoon. Picure by Pradip Sanyval

Larpepartsof thecity—in  rainhad stoppedaround Ipm.  tide and Cyclone Komen,
cinding Hospital Road, Sarat which turned into a depres.
Bose Road, Southern Avenue, What cansed Tolly’s Nullah  sion after making landfall in
Hali Temple Road, CR Avenue  to overfiow in Kalighat? Bangladesh on Thursday
(off Mukiaram Babu Street), The water level in the The Hooghly water Sowed
Thanthania, Rashbehari Av.  Hooghly rose from 5.6t to  over the lock gate in Kidder
enue, Amherst Street and Col.  23.3f1, 1.6ft more than what pore and entered Tolly's Nul.
lege Street - wereunder water  was expected, under the com-  lab during high tide on Friday
even: a coupie of hours after hined impact of the spring night and Saturday afternoon,

raising the water level of the
canal, The water biocked un-
derground sewerage channels

and innundated Kalighat Roag

and other thoroughfares. -
On Sunday, the tide can be
even higher

What caused the rainfalion
friday and Saturday?

The Komen effect, The sys-
tem has heen constantly suckt
ing moisture from the Bay of
Bengal.

What lies ahead?

“We expect heavy showers
in south Bengal on Sunday
and Monday, especially in the
western districts, Calcutta
shouid get decent rainfail,
too,"” said Pevendra Pradhan,
of the india Metecrology De-
partment, Calcutta,

Were flights or frains dis-
rupted?

Flights were not disrupted
though several hangars (areas
where planes are parked) were
wateriogged. The Calcutta
Lalgola-Hazarduari Express

was cancelled. Local trains
ran late from Sealdah and
Howrah ststions,

Three deaths

A 55-year-old man died after a
part of atwo-storeyed house at
10 Hindusthan Park, off Garia-
hat, collapsed around 10pm.
Amitabha Kar was lvingon a
sofa on the first finor when the
ceiling caved in. A civicofficial
said incessant rain over the
past few days might have trig-
gered the collapse. Debashis
Kumar, 2 mayoral council
member, said the Caloutta Mu-
nicipal Corporation had de
clared the structure *con
demned” atleast 10 years ago.
Asif Igbal died after being
electrocuted while frying to
roli up the wet iron shutters of
his shop in Topsia. “A wire
running through the shuiter
wet with rainwater seems to
have caused the electrocw
tion,” an official said. Halima
Khan, 43, died after a wail of
her mud house in Howrah's
Panchia coilapsed on ¥riday
following the continuous rain.




43

= | -
1 PrEHREe AHETY O F YT AT/ 81 FFAE] AT

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru |
The Dacean Chronica! | Hyderabad }

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

2. 3DVEA

P S B R A AP

The Assam Tribune { Guwahatl }
The Times of India { Mumbai }

The Telegraph | Kolkata }

g { dee )

Hindustan Times { Delhi }

BT BIEFA | T )
\/ge Tribune { Chandigarh }
The Hindu { Chennai )

Navy team scours Kullu’s river belt

Manikaran mishap Crew conduct search from Sarsari to Larji dam to locate bodies

Dusnyanr Stvee Punpir
AND ABHINAVVASHISHT
TRIBITRE SERCGRYERS

KULLY, AUGUST

A six-member team of the
Navy today conducted s
survey from Sarsari on the
Bhuntar-Manikaran road 1o
the larji dam. An aver

loaded 52-seater bus from -

Punjab plunged into the
Parbati river near Sarsari in
the district on July 23.

Deputy  Commissioner
(DC) Rakesh Kanwar said a
iZ-member Navy team
headed by Commander
Tilak Thakur would con-
duct a search operation
with sonar imaging system
and sther equipment in the
river from temorrow.

The DC said six members
of the team arrived on -
day. He said they conducted
& survey from Sarsari to
Larji dam today and identi.
fied some potential spots.

He said the other six
members-of the'feam would
arrive with equipment on
Saturday night and would
start the search operatior

ITBP persornel on the bank of t

Nearly 640 personnel of
the Nationa! Disaster
Response Force {(NDRP),
Sashastra Seema Bal
(88B), IndoTibetan Rox-

‘der Police (ITBP), Home
Guards ‘and siate police

e R

he Beas near Bhuntar in Kullu on Saturday. sHoTo: 1At KuMaR

- were pressed into serviee
for the séarch operation.
Later; the strength was
reduced to 160 personnel,
They included 40 NDRF 40
ITBP and 60 SSB person-
nel, the rest being from the

Home Guard and the police.
The entire 18-km stretch
from Sarsari to the Larji
dam was divided into four
segmenis fo effectively con-
duct the search operation.
As efforts of the NDRF,

888, ITBP and Home
Guard failed to  yield
desired resuits, the district
adminisiration sought the
assistance of the Navy
tracing the missing per
sons. The crew reached
here from Visakhapatnam
for ihe search operation.
Nearly 89 pilgrims were
on board the ill-fated bus
when it fell info the
swollen river. Fight per-
sons died on the spot and
three bodies were later
recovered from the river
At least 23 persens were
injured and 3% went miss-
ing, who were feared

* to have been washed away

int the river.

A large number of rela-
tives and friends of the
missing  persons  froem
Mansa, Barnala and Bathin-
da had been camping at a
local gurdwara and vigiting
the accident spoi every day
in the hope of finding their
near and dear ones. Howev-
er, there were very few
chances of survival of the
missing persons,
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Third landslide since June
on E-way, motorists scared

Boulders Fell
Close To Site Of

June Incident

AtKhandala,

George Mendoncs
& Vijay Stegh: | v

Navi Mambai: Incessant
rains on Saturday caused yet
another major landslide on
the Mumbai-Pune Express-
way, ngar the Khandala tun-
nel. The landsiide, the third
on the route in just over a
month, left motorists spook-
ed and caused huge traffic
disruptions Isfe inte the
night,

Arvournrd 3.315pm, huge
boulders fell on the three
Ianes of the Mumbai carria-
goway, some 500 mefres

" ahead of the Khandala tun-

nel, which blocked {raffic
movement,

Fortunately there were
no casualties in this land-
slide, compared to the previ-
ous one on July 19 at Adoshi
tunnel, which KRilled three
personsand injured four oth-
ers. Moreover, Saturday's

+landslide occurred barely

about 100 metres away from
the spot where another simi-
iar incident occiurred on
June22,

By 3.45pm, the IRB agen-
cy's rescue ieam, Express-
way traffic police and Lona-
vala police arrived with
machinery fo clear the de-
bris. Mumbai-bound traffic
wasdiverted along oneof the
three lanes of the Pune car-
riageway.

Later, as the traffic snarl

swelled, light motor vehicles
coming from Pune were di-
verted from the Lonavala ex-

Plos: Aashish Gharat

RECENT DISRUPTIONS ON EXPRESSWAY

Saturday's landslide near Khandala, on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway, | plebixd

disrupted traffic along the route till iate in the night

it to meet the Expressway'

ahead and also through an gl
ternate route towards Kho-
poli to further head towards
Mumbatl.

Inspector Ajit Bartskke
of the Khopoli traffic unit
said, "Due {0 the landslide
Jfhat occurred some  HNW
metres before the Khandsla
Hunned, vehiculayr movement
was affected on both caryia-
geways, The IRB agency's

reseue team summoned ma-
chines like dumpers, JOBs,
joader and excavator to re-
move the bouiders.” The
MSRDC s superintendingen-
pineer also reazched the spot.
The agency said precantion-
ary measures, Hke strength-
ening the netting on the hili.
side, had been initiated to

"prevent any more boulders

slipping on moving vehicles
heiow due to heavy rainfali

- from August 2 as the
work is scheduled to be

during the restof theseason.

- By 6pm, the debris from
the landsiide was shified to
onesideof theroad and state

_hlghway pairol personnel

said that the JCBs werelikely
to clear ail boulders in a few
hours, However, officiais
said that vehicular move-
ment was hot atiowed on the
affected stretch £l iate on
Saturday night as a preven-
Hve measure.
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eesidents fill PH Road potholes with rubble

amage, people take on task to prevent accidents
they will til} July end for the

Vexed over delays in repairing d
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Residents have so far covered one

potholes with rubble to pre-
vend accidents.

Two weeks ago, several resi-
dents had attempted to re-lay
she 4-km long pothole ridden
road between Koyambedu and
Maduravoyal, Buf, they were
stopped by the Maduravoyal
police then and the officials
from National Highways A
thority of India had assured
{he residents to rejay the road
- inaweek'stime.

The road has Temained bat-
tered even since the elevated
corfidor between Chennal
port and Maduravoyal was
statled four years ago. Howev-
er, as there was no Progress on

kilometre of the repaiting the damaged road

- Maduravoyal was

to fill potholes with debris par-
ticularly near the unfinished
pillars, PH Road is a national
highway ~ Bengaluru Highway
(NH 4). B.Varadarajan, presi-
dent of Federation of Madura-
voyal Residents’ ‘Welfare
Associations, said: “The por-
tionof the road is ina batjered:
shape due to lack of mainte-
nance, Many motorists have
been injured in accidents, par-
ticutarly duting the night as
street lighting is very poo r”

Residents .were then as-
sured of hetter road ina week's

¥, Lakshmi
= s The road has work 1o toke off and there was

CHENNAL Frustrated over the remainéd battered no progress, they will launch |

delay in relaying the damaged - gince the elevated an indefinite fast from Mon-

portion of Poonamatiee High orridor b tween day onwards. {August 3 i

Road near Maduravoyal, resi- e F CIWEL: Residents have so far cov- %I

dents have started filling the Ch% vai Port 3ﬂd ered one kilometre of the .
' road’s damaged portion. Y- L

uvaraj, president of the Public |
Eavironment and Awareness i
Saciety said: “We will finish |
Alling uppotholesin four days. |
We plan to meet State High-
ways Minister and NHAI offi- ll

|

cials to finalise tender soon
and repair the road”

NHAI officials said esti- |
mates for carrying out restore |
tion works were aiready been 1.
drawn up. The stretch was ?
widened by NHA! and handed %
over to the State Highways and |
was taken back by the NHAI i
for the sake of the Flevated
project. if the Siate govern-

ment did not show interest in
the project, they will return
the stretch to them for mainte-

K
o road’s damaged portion. - pHOTS: X EICHUMAN] shat is used by peopie of sever- time by NHAI officials. The
B E al localities, residents started  residents made it clear that nance, officials added. '
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Sresume in

Rai
BENGALURLE Rains resumed
in several parts of the State on
Friday after a briefiuli.

Karwar received incessant
rains since Thursday night, It
rained 171.8 mm in the district
in the past 24 hours,

Bhatkal recorded a rainfail
of 49.4 mm foliowed by Hon-
navar {26.6 mm}, Ankola {26.4
mm) Kumsta {7 mm), Joida
(14.2 mm) and Karwar (10.6
mm). Yadgir district also re-
ceived good rains on Friday
bringing relief for the farmers
whowere ansiousty waiting for

. the showers, Surpur, Hunasagi

and Kembhavi received rains
for more than an hour The sky
remained overcast throughout
the district.

Rains have resumed in
Haveri district alse, It rained
intermittently acrogs the dis-

ed on 90 per cent of cultivable
land in the district.

Bailari received rains for
abeut 30 minutes in the

- gvening. Vehicular movement

was affected due 1o flash show-
ers. Bagalkot got its maiden
rains on Friday, two months af-
ter the onset of monsoons..

Shivamogea

After a brief luil, intermittent
rains lashed several pars of the
district. Hosamagar, Sagar,
Thirthahalli, Shivamegga,
Bhadravathi, some parts of
Shikaripur and Sorabreceved
intermittent rains,

Ins the last 24 howrs, Sorab
received the highest rainfall of
2.00mm, followed by Thirtha-
halli {8.20 mm}, Sagar (7.80
mmy) and Hosanagar (5 mm).
Water level rose 10 1782.90 feex
against the maximum level of

parts of St

ate..

1819 feet in Linganamakks

dam, Thewater level inBhadra

damroseto 164.80 feet against

;he maximmunm level of 186.0C
eet.

Mangatury and Kodagu
Intermittent rains lashed
across Dakshina Kannada and
Eidupi districts on Friday, In the
last 24 hours, Moodbidri re-
ceived 52.4 mm, followed by
Mangaluru  (34.3 mm),
Belthangady (29.4 mm) and
Bantwai {26.9 mm). Mean-
while, Udupi district experi-
enced normal showers in some
areas during the last 24 hours,
Sea erosion has intensified at
Kodi Kanyana and Padukere,
On the other hand, the rain
was weak in Kedaga district.
The water-leve! in Harangi

reservoirstood at 2857 13 feet. |
DH News Service '
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17% deficit in July s, sowing unaffected

Amit Bhattacharya, Vishwa
Mohan 8 Meha Madaan | tun

New Delhi: After a bright
start in June, monsoon weak-
ened inJulyunder theadverse
impact of El Nino conditions
and the month ended with 2
countrywide rain deficit of
17%, although good wet gpells
in several parts of the country
boosted khari eropsowing.

With thedipinrainsin.Ju
Iy, mensoon’s performance in
the first half of the season
Jume § {0 July 31 —was 5% be-
low the long term average.
June had g monsoon surphis
of 16%. July this year hasend:
ed up being the driest since
2002 in terms of average rain
fall across the country The
month started on a weak note
and raing remained below par
till July 18, except for a brief
four-day period from the 9th,
Bui there have been several re.
deeming features.

“The rainfall, although

NOT SO GLOOMY

weak, has heen well distrib-
uted across most parts of the
country” said D Sivananda
Pai, head of India Mateorolog
ieal Departiment’s long rangs
forecasting section,

Some distress zones of low
rainfall have started emeorg
ing. Rains were consistently
weak through July in the
south as well as subdivisions
such as Marathwada and Mad-
hvaMaharashtra, From July

till 28, southern peninsuia re-
corded the highest rainfall de-
ficiency inthe couniry, at 46%.

“We had forecast an 8%
radnfall deficit for Judy, but it
has turned out to be more A
typical feature this year has
been that most rain-causing
disturbances have been come
ing from the east. Indian
Qcean’s monsoon ciroidation
has been: weak, which means
that the monscon pulses are

south, which has caused a sig
nificant rainfall deficlency in
the sputhern parts,” 2 Met de-
partment official sald.

However, rains in the
north, most partsof centralln-
dia and many regions of the
east have heen satisfaciory
This is reflected In the Kharif
crop sowing figures, The over
ati sown: area has, 8¢ far, been
far ahead of the cofrespond:
ing figures last year, which
wasa bad monsoon year

The area under kharif as
on Friday (July 31) was still
less than what was reported at
this {ime in 2013, when rains

“were plentiful in the monsoon

months, Ascompared 1081099
Iakh hectares a8 on August 2,
2013, the kharif sown avea this
year was T84.28 lakh hectares
as on July 31. The monscon is
predicted fo be active through
the first week of August, rais
ing hopes that the net sownar-
ea would grow in coming days.

e —

FLOOD SPARES NONE: A police post Is submerged at Sangam after heavy rain igz Aliahabad. But _
monsoon weakenad in July under the adverse impact of El Nino conditions, resulting In a countrywide
deficit of £7%. With the dip in rain in July, monsoon‘s performance in the first haif of the season was 5%
betow average. This vear, July has ended up being the driest since 2062 » Report, P 14
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Kerala accuses TN of politicising Mullaperiyar issue

Krislmadas Rujagopal

NEW DELHE FExpressing scvere
doubts about the “reliability” of
an Intelligence Bureau report on
Mullaperiyar dam being vulnes-
able to terror attacks, the Kerala
government accused Tamil Nadu
of politicising the leng-standing
dam dispute at the cost of nution-
al soourity.

An asffidavit filed by Kerala

Chief Secretary Jiji Thomson for A view of Mullaperiyar

the State in the Supreme Court,
said subseguent disagreement of
Tamil Nadu government with the
B report about perceived
threats from LTTE exposed it

dam. - rux pHOTS

“duplicity”. The report was an-
nexed to a plea by Tamil Nadu to
replace Kerala police personnel

with a3 central foree to guard the
dam.

Tamil Nadu relied on a Sep-
tember 2014 '1adustrial Security
Inspection Report’, which did
not give any specific inputs of
terror threats to vital installa-
gions, but warned of Pakistan-
sponsored puan-Islamist terror
outfits, “remnunt cadres of
LTTE” and Nuxals. Shortly after
this, Tamii Nadu government -
et a supplementary affidavit in
the Supreme Court dismissing
any threats to the dam from the
LITE. Inits affidavit, Kerala said
it has reservations sbout the IB
report, but stifl has gone ahead to

establish a separate police sta-
tion dedicated to provide round-
the-clock security to the dam and
the Periyar water-spread.

“The State of Kerala as a pre-
cantionary measure does not in-
tend to take any risk at all
particalarly the risk arising from
L'TTE across the border,” it sald.

The State said it cannot afford
to take any risk us damage to the
“stenicture wouid resuit in re-
lease of water flooding the down-
stream Perivar valley causing a
catastrophe  of unimaginable
ragnitude affecting the lives and
propertics of millions of people™.
“The threat pereeption from ter-

rorist outfits would be fully con-
sidered from all the angies. The
Intelligence Burean would be
consulted on the seeurity ar-
rangements on a reguiar basis
besides submitting half yearlv re-
ports,” Keruala informed the apex
court.

Keguls suid the Centre has al-
ready conveyed that deployment
of central forces was possible on-
ly with the permission of tho
State government. it argued that
the security inspection of the
dam was in breuach of the proto-
col, as the State of Kerala was
neither made part of the inspec-
tion team nor kept informed.
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The Rithz adminisiration is
pinnirg hope on the sonar
imagery system reaching
Manikaran tonight with the
1Z-member crew of the Navy
after the massive search
operations to locate the
remaining 35 bodies of
Manikaran bus accident vie-
tims made little headwzy,

The crew from Visakhap-
atram is on the way and wili
reach Kullu fonight. # will
start the search eperation to
locate the remaining bodies
from fomorrow, Special Sec-
retary (Disaster Manage-
ment) DD Sharma said,
adding that eight divers of
the Navy were also part of
the 12-member team, -

As per the final List, there
were 69 passengers in the
overioaded 52-seater bus that
phunged intothe Parbati river
on July 22 on the Bhuntar-
Manikaran road. Fleven hod-
ies had been recovered, 23

The Parbati river, where a bus carrying pilgsims fell, Fur suoto

" persons were injured in the

accident while the search for
35 missing persons was still
on, said Deputy Commis-
sioner Kulhy, Rakesh Kan.
war. More than 660 person-

nel from the police, S§B,
inde-Tibet Border Police,

Now, hope on sonar image

12-member crew of Navy reaches Kullu tonight

National Disaster
Responge Force, civil
defence, Heme Guards
and divers of the BBMB
had been pressed into res-
cue operations.

A large number of rela-
tives and friends of the

_missing

persons  from
Mansa, Barnala and Bathin-
da are camping near the acci-
dent spot, waiting for & mira-
¢le to happen.

~ The chances of survival of
the missing persons, feared to
have beenwashed away inthe

Iy system

to start search operatéon

strong currents, are almost
remote. But they are offering
prayers hoping to get the bod-
ies so that the Jast rites could
beperformed. “Weare follow-
ers of faith, which is why my
brother went on the pilgrim. -
age to Manikaran, He is still
missing and we are waiting
for his body o perform the
last rites,” said Manjit,
cagerly waiting for some
news {o pour in.
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ubmeéed vfilages £nPatan and Banaskantha districts, in pictures simt by Iﬂdum Air Force during sorties from
Ahmedabad, Jamnagar, Jodhpur and Phalodi, showing flocd devastation i Gujarat on Thursday. — UNT
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AR/LUCKNOW/GUWAHATY,
DHNS: Death toHl in states in
! northernand north-eastern in-
dia crossed 80 as heavy rain
continued to lash them on
Thursday, While 25 deaths
were confirmed in Gujarat
alone, two persons died in
Odisha and the 1ol in Uttar
Pradesh touched 55 with five
morecasualties reported from
various parts during the day,

The Sardar Sarovar Dam in
Guiarat was overflowing on
Thursday, thanks to heavy
downpour in the neighbouring

i rose to 121.94 metres, which

of 121.92 metres.An executive
engineer at the Kevadiya
Colony at the foot of the dam
said the overflowing generally
happensin Septemiber it this
year, it occurred two months
before because of heavy rainin
the upstrearn, The good news
for the state s that the over-
flowing Sardar Sarovar Dam
wonld ensure better irrigation
iny various parts of the state,
Bordering districts of Ba-
naskantha and Kinich were the
worst affected by the rain with
14 teams of the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRE)
working in full force to rescue
the distressed, The army, Bor-
der Security Force and Indian
Alr Force (1AF} also swimg into
actien, Mobile medical teams
were zlso inaction.
- In Ahmedabad, the admin
istration evacuated over 2,000
_people from low-lying areas
alorig the Sabarmati River,
which received 1.8 lakh cusee

‘of water from the upstream -

—— e — .

Madiya Pradesh: Hs waterjew -

ismore than ks current height -
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Dharei Dam. The jocal admin-
istration was put on high alert
as the water-level rose above
the danger mark late on THurs-
day night,

4 fakh hit in Odisha
Five districts in Odisha, includ-
ing Balasore, Bhadrak, Keon-
thar, Mayurbhan] in the north
and Jajpur in the coastal bely
were badly affected by Hoods.
Ofthe 4lakh peopléhitinthese
districts, 1.56 lakh were in
Bhadrak alene, said official
SOUrces.

"The administration has evac-

uated 2,238 people fromf vil
lages marooned inthe affected

districts. Over 1,050 people

have been rescued from
Mayurbhanj district. The res-
cued people have been given
shelter in temporary camps,
The Odisha Disaster Rapid
Action Foree and NDRF per
sonnel have been deployed for

‘the reseue operations,

The local Metoffice haspre-
dicted heavy tovery hedvyrain
in the nese two days because of
adepression on the Bay of Bery-
gal which has turned into a se-
vere cyclenic storm.

Nnannbwszmunaeczbynoedwatersofsabamﬁ_ river at Panchasar viliage in Patan dtstrm_’_wl_qf;aat at on

UPriversinspate -
Overflowing water of Ken and
Betwa rivers inundated over 50
villages in Hamirpur districtof
Uttar Pradesh, reports said.
The Agra-Mumbai highway
has also been closed at several
places because of the floodwa-
ter. The Ganga and Yamuna
rivers were also in spate at Al
lahabad, forcing several people
fiee their homes for safer
places. _

Heavyrainin the neighbour-
ing Uttarakhand cansed the
rise in the water levels of Ganga
and Yameuna, it was said.

Flash floads in Manipur
Flash floods cansed by inces-
sant rainfall for the past two
days have wreaked havoe in
Manipur, Pallel in Thoubal dis-
trictand entire Chandel district
were badly affected. . -

According to the governe
ment, the Sengma (Sengai) 1
River was overflowing, catiiing
fload at Pallel in Thoubial Dis-
frict and some adjoining vil
lages of Chandel distriet since

The water levels of the Sen-
gmat and Chapki rivérs were”
5o i . o
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B Heavy rainfall to occur at few places: IMD

Cyclone ‘Komen’ makes landfall

Quoting the IMD forecast,

water level in the three

on river emhankments,

The Odisha government on Sgrmfa said the northern rivers Subarnayekha, Sarma sald two breaches
Thursday issued a fresh disiricts of Odisha are Budhabalangand Baitarani occurred on the Baitarani -
food alert in the wake of expected to experience wasreceding fast. one in Jajpur district and

cycione ‘Komen' which is
expected to worsen the
food situation in five dis
tricts where three persons
have died and about 4 lakh
people have been affected.
“Keeping the possible
impact of cyclone Komen in
mind, the district coliectors
have been directed to
remain alert to meet any

eventuality,” Special Relie§

Comuissioner (SRC) G.VV
Sarma said,

heavy rainfall under the
influence of Komen in the
next 2.3 days.

Sarma said that bodles of
ali three persons Killed in
the flood were retrieved by
personnel of the Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action
Force.

He, however, said that
there had heen a slight
improvement in the flood
situation with no major
rainfali occurring as the

Replying to a guestion,
the SRC said of the 358 vil.
iages under i1 Blocks and
one ULB in five districts
iike Mayurbhan;i, Keonjhar,
Jajpur, Bhardask and
Balasore, about 80 villages
contintied to  remain
marooned for the secomd
consecutive day today He
said 3.93 lakh pecpie have
heen affected by the current
spel] of focd.

Asked about the breachss.

the other 1n Bhadrak dis
trict.

“The officials have becn
working day and night to
repair the breaches in river
embankments,” Sarma
said.

Most of the people evacu
ated on Friday have
returned fo their homes,
gxcept 250 persons residing
in a relief camp in Balasore
district, he said.

—PTI

People look
at the bridge
which is
washed away

MONSOON MAYHEM -

by the flood

water in
Thoubal
district in
Manipus on
© Friday

. - PTI

The water-

. fogged run-

* way at the

" airport after
heavy rains in
Kotkata on
Saturday.
Fiood situa-
tion in south
Bengal turned
grim with
1.19 lakh peo-
ple taking
shetter in
refief camps

et

54

20 killed iﬁ‘M;ﬂipurwlandslide

Khangbaret sub-division .
of the distriet.

The SP said that a police
teasm has been sent o the
spot which is located near
Indo-Myanmar border.

Saturday, police said.
Superintendent of Pol
ice of Chande! disirict
‘Heroiit Singh said 206 peo-
ple were kilied in the land:
slide at the village under

Imphal, Aug 1. Twenty
pecple were Killed in a2
landslide triggered by
heavy incessant rain at
Zoumoal viilage in Manip-
ur's Chandet distriet on





