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) Boys row a makesh|ft raft at aﬂo}ed leage in Howrah district, West Bengal on Wednesday REUTERS

| Floodwater§ recede in Rsthan

Govt pays31.68crto fammes of 42 killed inrain- Hinked mishaps

OuR CORRESPONDENT

JAIPUR, AUGUT 2
Thousandsof marooned vil-
lagers had a sigh of relief as
rainfall abated and water

level in inundated villages

and dams receded in four .

districts of Rajasthan, bar-
ring some low-lying towns
in Jalore and Barmer dis-
tricts in the past 24 hours.
Rajasthan Disaster Manage-
ment and Calamity Relief Min-
ister GC Kataria told a high-lev-
el meeting here today that sofar
1.68 crore ex gratia had been
paid to the next of the kin of 42
out of 59 people who died inrain
and flood-related mishaps since
June 1. He said the rest would

L

CENTRE SENDS RELIEF |

& Union Health Minister JP
Nadda on Wednesday
flagged off relief material
worth ¥3.15 crore to flood-
affected families in Assam,
Manipur and-Gujarat

m After flagging off trucks
containing relief at the
.office of Indian Red Cross
Society, Nadda said the
government was ensur-
ing there was no short-
age of essential items to

BENGAL TOLL 50

| ™ The flood situation in West
Bengal is improving, but the
toli dueto the deluge inthe
;. state has risen to 50, as four
| more deaths were reported,
a state government official
“said on Wednesday

- ® “Four deaths have been

. reported in 24 hours. The
death toll has now
reached 50,” said the
Disaster Management

1

flood victims Department official
be compensated soon. Army from flood-affected
Eachkin of42 deceasedwas  four districts of Jalore, Pali,

paid a cash of T4 lakh, Kataria
said, adding that 42 trapped
people were airlifted by the

-Sirohi and Barmer, and it cost
the state exchequer a3 crore
in last fortnight.

-
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Yamuna breaches :
warning level4<\
w= he Yamuna breached the :
warning level of 204 metre in_):
Delhi-on Wednesday and is N o
expected 1o touch 20455 metres  : !

between tlam and lpmon
Thursday. Central Water
Commission said there was no
indication of the water level

going near the danger mark of
204.83 and was likely 10 start

falling after 1pm. Discharge of
water from the Hathnikund

Barrage alsotouched a high of
19,240 cusec during Wednesday
afternoon. “All sector officers in
north, northeast, Shahdara, :
central, east and southeast Zones . :
were told to issue warnings,” :
said a government official. ™™~
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India, Pakistan to discuss
Indus water treaty in Sept

‘Smart fence along Pak border by March’

Border Security Force (BSF) director general KK Sharmaon
 Wednesday said sealing the frontier with Pakistanwas an
immediate priority and a smart technology-aided fence would
bein place along the Jammusector by March next year. “My
priority is Pakistan, as anything happens here (along the
border), it has grave consequences. We are working to ensure
complete sealing of this border and make it more fortified,” the
BSF chiefsaid on the sidelines of an event in Dethi. “We are
implementing a comprehensive integrated border management

~ TNN & AceNcies

New Delhi/Washington: -
After the latest round of
talks between India and Pa-
kistan on technical issues
related to Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT), the World
Bank announced that the
two countries will again
meet in September to carry
forward thedialogue. Ifsaid
the talks in Washington
took place in a spirit of
goodwill and cooperation.

“The parties have agreed
to continue discussions and
reconvene in September,” it
said in a statement.

The Bank also issued a
fact sheet comprising its
stated position on the IWT
under which India is al-
lowed to construct hydro-
electric facilities on shared
Indo-Pak rivers. As per the -
IWT provisions, India does
not require any approval or

(CIBM) pianand are running a pilot projectto make our
international border along Pakistan secure,” he said. Tan

Py

clearance from any third
party for constructing pro-
jects such as Kishenganga
onthe westernrivers.

n the fact sheet, the glob-
al lender said Pakistan op-
posed construction of the
Kishanganga (330 mw) and
Ratle (850 mw) hydroelectric
power plants being built by
India in Jammu & Kashmir.

Noting that the iwo
countries disagreed over
whether the technical de-

"/
sign features of the two hy-
droelectric plants contra-
vened the treaty, the World
Banksaid the IWT designat-
edthesetworiversaswellas
the Indus as the “western
rivers” to which Pakistan
had unrestricted use. '
On the other hand, India
had asked for appointment of :
a2 neutral expert to look into :
the issues, contending the
concerns Pakistan raised :
were “technical” ones. 4

Vd
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N 0 water for crops  \,

-In Cauvery basin Y

' NAGESH PRABHU
BENGALURU

Owing to the poor inflow in -

the Cauvery river basin
reservoirs, the Karnataka
government on Wednesday
indicated that it would not
release water to the stand-
ing kharif crops in the basin
areas.

four major reservoirs — Har-

angi, Kabini, Krishnaraja .

Sagar and Hemavati — was
low compared to last year.
The present storage in
the four reservoirs was 43
tmcft on July 31, 2017. With
-the kharif crops’ require-
ment of 96 tmcft of water,
the government would not
be in a position to release
water for the crops, Water

The storage level in the

Resources Minister M.B,
Patil told press persons here
on Wednesday.

‘Distress year’

Last year too, the govern-
ment had stopped the re-
lease of water to Crops ow-
ing to shortage in the water
levels.

Mr. Patil said drinking wa-
ter distribution (3 tmcft per
month) would get affected if
water was released for the
standing crops.

The State had released
Jjust 7 tmeft of water to Tamil
Nadu since June. “As of now,
2017-18 appears to be a dis-
tress year and the stipulated
release during June and July

s not possible,” the Minister

said.
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tating that the

Mahadeyi water dis-

- puteissue could notbe

resolved with the
neighbouring states on the
partylines, Goa Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Parrikar on
Wednesday accused Kar-
nataka of planting an “eco-
logical bomb” by building
dams upstream.

Speaking in the state leg-
islative assernbly on the water
dispute issue involving Goa,
Karnataka and Maharashtra,
Parrikar also said that the
state government has come
up with certain strategies to
tackle the water dispute.

Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra have planned dams
upstream Mahadeyi river,
which meets Arabian Sea
near Panajt.

The Goa government has
raised objections over the
diversion, claiming that such
an act would hamper the
ecology of the coastal state.
Karnataka plans to construct
atleast sevendams and three
hvdroelectric projects by
diverting the water to river Mal-
prabha.

“There are certain issues
that cannot be dealt with the
governments based on the
party lines.

All members of the leg-
islative assembly (MLAs) will
have to come together, where

Goa CM files nomination for Panaji Assembly bypoll

PTI

Goa Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar onWednesday filed
hisnomination for the Pana-
jiAssembly bypoll, scheduled
to the held on 23 August.
Accompanied by alarge
number of his supporters,
Parrikar went to the election
office here this morning to
submit his nomination

thereis interest of the state,”
Parrikar said during a dis-
cussion on the issue during
the Zero Hour.

He said he could try to

papers. “After the election
results are out on 28 August,
the implementation of the
365-day-long action plan
for Panaji constituency will
start.

The reverse countdown
ofthe plan will start from 29
August and it will be comi-
pleted exactly after a year,”
Parrikar told his supporters
before filing the nomination

papers.

speak to his Maharashtra

counterpart and convince
him on the issue. “Butitis a
dispute. so you cannot han-
die it on the party lines,” the

He said issues related 1o
development, infrastruc-
ture, education and other
problems of the people in
Panaji constituency would
beeitherresolved oraction
will start on them in a year.

Before filing nomina-
tion, the chief minister vis-
ited the Mahalaxmi temple
and the Immaculate Con-
ception Church, bothlocat-
ed in the city.

chief minister said.

The chief minister said he
himself would not like to
tackle the issue on the party
lines as it is concerning the

interests of Goa.

Parrikar said asfar as Kar-
nataka was concerned. the
state was going to face the elec-
tions, hence there would be
lot of one-upmanship in the
state in the run up to the
polls.

Healso accused Karnata-
ka of "not telling the whole
truth.”

“We brought this issue
before theWater Dispute Tri-
bunal, where we proved that
Karnataka is not teiling the
entire truth,” he said.

Parrikar said that 78 per
cent basin of the entire
Mahadeyi river lies in Goa.
“Andout of all the river basins
in Goa, 47 per cent belongs
to Mahadeyi.” he said.

He stated that construct-
ing dams upstream will
increase the salinity in the
rivers of the statc and also eco-
logically affect the areasup to
the Western Ghats.

“Thisisan ecological bomb
that Karnataka is planting in
the form of dams.” the chief
minister told the House.

He claimed thatthe Goa
government has designed
certain strategies to tackle
the water dispute, Parrikar
refused to reveal them in
public.

“When it comes to water,
Karnataka has problems with
several states as the state is
not interested in under-
standing how best the water
canbe used,” Parrikar alleged
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