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DELUGED CHENNAI CRIES FOR HELP

WATERWORLD

Shops downed shutters and used sand bags to 
keep out water at Chennai’s Bazullah Road

Rescuers evacuate patients to safety from the flooded 
Chrompet general hospital in the city

Chennaiites wade through flood waters as the city 
continues to get battered by rain

People help move a patient to hospital from the 
Kotturpuram  neighbourhood

Flood-affected residents move out from an inundated 
locality in Porur, Chennai

Airport flooded, trains stop, 
phones out and power cut

TNN & Agencies

Chennai: There was no let up 
to the rain fury in the city and 
several coastal parts of  Tamil 
Nadu. The city received 34.5cm 
rain in the past 24 hours. Met 
officials said the state hasn’t 
been lashed by such a down-
pour in 100 years. Road and 
and rail links are down and 
the airport is flooded.

Complaints of  patchy to 
poor mobile phone service 
have been coming in making it 
even more difficult for people 
elsewhere to get in touch with 
their near ones.

Essential supplies and ra-
tion have dried up and with the 
water level consistently rising, 
many have taken refuge on 
terraces. Along the banks of  
the Adyar river, flood waters 
have touched the second floor 
of  housing board colonies. Till 
last reports came in, the death 
toll had reached 251.

AT THE AIRPORT: With 
the airport tarmac under wa-
ter, all flights remained sus-
pended on Wednesday. The 
Airports Authority of  India 
(AAI) said the airport will re-
main shut till December 6.

On Wednesday, lounges at 
the airport were packed with 
hundreds of  stranded passen-
gers and TV reports said AAI 
was trying to evacuate them to 
Tirupati and Bengaluru.

Making matters worse, 
the road from the city to the 
airport was badly damaged. 
A prominent businesswom-
an tweeted how more than 
700 people were held up at 
the terminal and one Twit-
ter user even offered accom-
modation to the stuck pas-
sengers at her home. 

In New Delhi, civil aviation 
minister Ashok Gajapathi 
Raju said the airport was crip-
pled and a decision on resum-
ing operations could be taken 
only after rain stopped.

The National Disaster Re-
lief  Force that has so far  de-

ployed 10 teams in Tamil Nadu 
will rush in 600 more person-
nel and 40 inflatable boats. As 
Chennai airport is flooded, it 
was decided that the airfields 
of  Arakkonam, Tirupati, Tam-
baram and Trichy will be uti-
lized for the operations,” said 
an official.

TRAIN SERVICES OUT:  
With railway tracks disap-
pearing under water, train 
services were suspended. Sub-
urban services too are crip-

pled. Thousands of  trains pas-
sengers were stuck at different 
places. “We’re taking meas-
ures to provide drinking water 
and other basic facilities to the 
passengers stranded in trains 
and at stations,” tweeted rail-
way PRO Anil Saxena. But 
there have been bitter com-
plaints from the stranded of  
little help reaching them. 

There were reports of  
many people who left for office 
on Tuesday evening failing to 
reach home.

BUSES AND ROADS: With 
water levels rising menac-
ingly and almost drowning 
parked cars, bus services have 
been suspended. Hardly any 
inter-state buses have plied 
in the last few days and even 
highways leading out of  Chen-

nai have become unusable.
Marooned and distressed, 

Chennai residents are more 
worried as the weatherman 
has forecast more rainfall 
over the next three days. 
“The phenomenon will con-
tinue for the next seven days, 
but the next 48 hours are 
very crucial,” L S Rathore, 
DG, Indian Meteorological 
Department, said in Delhi.

MINI WATERBODIES:
Chennai roads have turned 
into mini water bodies as the 
incessant downpour inun-
dated them, rendering many 
useless. Police barricaded 
many spots at key roads in 
areas like Ekkatuthangal, 
Kotturpuram, Guindy 
and suburban Tambaram, 
among others, where roads 
were flooded.

Naval divers and inflatable 
boats have been deployed at 
Adyar and Kotturpuram. Alok 
Bhatnagar, Naval officer in 
charge, TN and Puducherry, 
said the INS Airawat and oth-
er amphibian vessels had been 
deployed to Chennai. 

PHONE NETWORK: Mo-
bile phones and fixed lines 
were out of  service and ATMs 
did not function. In the few 
that were open, long queues 
formed. The marooned risked 
lives to stock up on supplies as 
more rain was forecast.

Climate change footprints in freak weather
Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

In 24 hours ending Wednes-
day, Chennai got almost 
twice the rain it normally 

receives in the entire month 
of  December. This was just 
the sort of  extreme weather 
event associated with global 
warming and the news of  the 
deluge reverberated at the 
Paris climate summit. But 
can the record rain 
spell be linked to cli-
mate change?

The short an-
swer appears to be 
‘yes’ but the com-
plex connections of  
the freak rain event 
with the changes be-
ing wrought by glo-
bal warming need 
to be understood.

No single 
weather event can 

be directly attributed to cli-
mate change. What can be 
said, however, is whether the 
probability of  that extreme 
event increases or decreases 
with the rise in global mean 
temperatures. Then there are 
some events whose frequency 
is predicted to increase due to 
the changing climate.  

To see how this fits into the 
Chennai event, consider the 

immediate causes of  
the downpour. The 
rains were caused 
by a cyclonic circu-

lation, a weak rain-
bearing system that 

lifts moisture from 
the Bay of  Bengal 

and dumps it on the 
coastal areas.

“In meteorol-
ogy, these are feeble 
systems. But be-

cause of  Chennai’s 
proximity to the 

coast and the strong winds 
that lifted the moisture, we 
have got these record rains,” 
said B P Yadav, director, IMD.

“Unlike the far more vio-
lent cyclones, these are slow-
moving systems that are like-
ly to stay over the TN coast for 
three-four days,” he added.    

Cyclonic circulations rou-
tinely bring rain to coastal 
TN and Andhra during the 
northeast monsoon between 

October and December. But 
what was striking about this 
rain spell was its intensity.

“Studies show that with 
rising global temperatures, 
the intensity of  rain spells 
is increasing. This has been 
seen both in the southwest 
and northeast monsoons,” 
says M Rajeevan, director, 
Indian Institute of  Tropical 
Meteorology, Pune. So, while 
no single weather event can 

said to be directly affected by 
global warming, the probabil-
ity of  heavy rain increases in 
the climate change scenario.

There are other indirect 
connections too. IMD had pre-
dicted above-normal rainfall 
during the northeast mon-
soon season. One of  the fac-
tors behind the forecast was 
that this is a strong El Nino 
year. El Nino — a periodic, ab-
normal warming of  surface 
waters in the central-east-
ern equatorial Pacific — is 
linked to below-normal rain 
in the summer monsoon but 
an above-normal rain in the 
northeast monsoon.

“Some studies indicate 
that frequency of  El Nino, 
which cause abnormal rain 
over India, is increasing,” 
said IMD’s D Sivananda Pai. 
That’s another factor that 
could increase frequency of  
freak rains over India.

DELUGE DIARY

IT, auto majors 
suspend operations
Major IT and automobile firms, including 
Cognizant, Infosys, TCS, Hyundai, Ford 
and Renault, have temporarily closed 
offices and manufacturing plants in and 
around flood-ravaged Chennai. The 
Tamil Nadu government issued an 
advisory to private sector undertakings 
to allow their employees to take leave or 
permit them to work from home.

72,000 in relief camps, food 
from Coast Guard ships
The Tamil Nadu government on 
Wednesday said 72,119 people were now 
housed in relief camps set up in the rain-
affected Thiruvallur, Kanchipuram and 
Chennai districts. Meanwhile, the 
Coast Guard has helped shift over 150 
people in Chennai since Tuesday night, 
and provided them with food cooked 
aboard its ships.

Telcos offer free talk-time
Telecom service providers have come up 
with free mobile recharges to help 
residents stay connected. Airtel will 
provide auto approval of ‘talk time’ credit 
up to Rs 30 for prepaid customers while 
Vodafone is offering pre-approved ‘chhota 
credit’ of Rs 10. BSNL will offer free calls, 
data services in Chennai for seven days 
and landline calls in the Chennai circle will 
remain free for a week, Union telecom 
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said.

Rain can’t stop weddings
The downpour couldn’t halt all weddings 
in Chennai. Braving heavy rain and 
floods, many couples across the city 
entered into wedlock on Wednesday, as 
it was an ‘auspicious day’ for weddings.

Startups use their 
tech edge to push 
relief operations

Digbijay Mishra, Shilpa Phadnis 
& Shalina Pillai | TNN

Bengaluru: A host of  start-
ups from across the country 
reacted with agility to find 
ways to immediately help 
those suffering in the Chennai 
floods, quick off  their feet to 
turn their business model to 
the cause.

While Paytm launched a 
toll free number (18001030033) 
that Chennai residents can 
call for an instant Rs 30 re-
charge, and a few numbers for 
outside Chennai too, online 
food-ordering app Zomato 
launched a scheme whereby 
anyone can order a meal for 
the flood-affected. For every 
meal thus bought, Zomato 
would donate a meal to the af-
fected. The company has tied 
up with local NGOs to deliver 
the meal in 30 minutes.

Taxi app Ola, which last 
month put out boats for the 
flood-affected parts of  Chen-
nai, has now created Ola safety 
zones — free accommodation 
to stranded flood victims. The 
centres, at Waltax Road and 
Ambattur, are equipped with 
relief  supplies, first aid and 
food. Ride-hailing app Uber 
has launched a hashtag cam-
paign #KeepChennaiMoving 
offering free rides to those in 
Chennai on Wednesday and 
Thursday. Zoomcar, a self-
drive car rental company, has 
pressed its fleet to serve as 
ambulances. “Ten SUVs have 
helped many reach their local 
hospital. We’re getting calls 
every 10 minutes,” said Zoom-
Car founder Greg Moran.

Online grocer Bigbasket.
com has a microsite, Nam-

maChennaiRelief, where peo-
ple can donate groceries on-
line to a common pool as part 
of  relief  material. The micro-
site, open for five days now, has 
tied up with Chennai-based 
NGO Give Away to deliver 
goods every two days, founder 
Hari Menon said.

Practo, a healthcare dis-
covery platform, is putting 
together a list of  doctors and 
hospitals while Housejoy is 
offering free services such as 
electrical check-up, plumbing 
service, mosquito control for 
houses in certain areas.

Stayzilla, online aggrega-
tor for budget accommodation, 
is encouraging people to open 
up their homes to those af-
fected by the floods; it started a 
helpline for people to list their 
homes.

Interiors cut off, rescue teams struggle
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai/New Delhi: The armed 
forces and the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF) are 
undertaking a major rescue and 
relief  operation in and around 
flood-hit Chennai, ranging from 
flying spy drones for aerial re-
connaissance and damage assess-
ment to deploying engineers, par-
amedics, naval divers and other 
rescue personnel on the ground.

Even as thousands of  people 
including hospital patients have 
been rescued, cabinet secretary 
P K Sinha instructed all minis-
tries and departments concerned 
to be in a state of  total readiness 
and provide all assistance to the 
Tamil Nadu government in terms 
of  food, telecom, power and other 
relief  after an emergency meet-
ing of  the National Crisis Man-
agement Committee (NCMC) on 
Wednesday.

Rescue teams are facing major 
problems in reaching the interi-
ors of  Chennai, where most peo-

ple are stuck in the floods which 
have submerged several parts 
of  the city. “The entire southern 
part of  the city is disconnected. 
There is no public transport run-
ning there. Two main bridges 
there have also been closed and 
water current is too high for our 
boats to reach there,” NDRF DG 
O P Singh said, adding that his 
force will have about 1,000 men 
(22 teams), 84 boats with 22 divers 
and 33 types of  life-saving equip-

ment deployed in Chennai by 
Wednesday night.

The Army has deployed 16 
rescue and four engineer teams 
in the critically-affected areas 
of  Chennai. “They had rescued 
around 2,200 people by Wednes-
day night. An additional 12 res-
cue and three engineer teams 
will be deployed by Thursday,” an 
officer said.

The Navy has also deployed 
three teams equipped with Gemi-

ni boats, divers and food packets, 
even as the huge amphibious 
warship INS Airavat with addi-
tional boats and a large quantity 
of  relief  and medical supplies 
is now headed for Chennai from 
Vizag. “INS Airavat will reach 
Chennai early on Thursday. All 
naval ships around Chennai are 
being kept on standby for search 
and rescue operations as well as 
to help fishermen in distress at 
sea,” said an officer.

The IAF has kept Mi-17 heli-
copters ready at Tirupati, Ben-
galuru and Thanjavur to airdrop 
supplies and evacuate stranded 
people. “As soon as the weather 
is fit for helicopter operations, 
four Mi-17s will move to Chennai 
to assist disaster management 
agencies. Two C-17 Globemas-
ter-III aircraft, with six NDRF 
teams and supplies, were sent 
from Chandigarh and Palam. A 
C-130J Super Hercules plane got 
airborne from Tambaram for re-
connaissance and assessment,” 
an IAF officer said.

Social media a force multiplier in marooned city
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Social media has proved a 
force multiplier for 
Chennai as the southern 

city is submerged following 
relentless rain.

A website — chen-
nairains.org — was floated 
by volunteers to help the 
needy link up with Good Sa-
maritans. Do-gooders from 
Kolkata to Delhi offered to 
recharge phones of  those 
marooned in the Tamil 
Nadu capital. Even those in 
faraway Sydney have start-
ed raising funds online for 
flood relief.

Redditor 90sChennaiGuy 
posted: “Helpful links for 
Chennaiites” which was 
among the top posts on the 

r/india forum. Bihar deputy 
CM Tejaswi Yadav tweeted a 

pledge donating a month’s 
salary for Chennai flood 

relief. #ChennaiFloods re-
mained the top trend in In-
dia on Twitter through the 
day. Facebook community 
Chennai Rain Relief  2015 –
CRR posted relief  operation 
updates and emergency aid 
phone numbers to its 12,000 
followers.

A New York-based blog-
ger and Twitter user who 
goes by the online identity 
krtgrphr, coordinated re-
lief  with other online vol-
unteers through a Google 
spreadsheet and a website 
called chennairains.org. 
The spreadsheet, which was 
open to all to edit, contained 
locations and contact de-
tails of  those who can offer 
shelter. The website, like the 
jkfloodrelief  website floated 

during last year’s deluge in 
Srinagar, is helping make a 
database of  those needing 
rescue, or food, and provid-
ing that data to those who 
can help. 

“If  you see a tweet that 
needs a resource (a phone 
number), and have spare 
time, please use http://
chennairains.org, connect 
them with info,” he tweeted 
on Wednesday.

Sydney-based Chennaite 
Aishwarya Rao started an 
online fundraising cam-
paign to help in rescue op-
erations. Though Rao was 
still in the process of  identi-
fying an agency to transfer 
the funds to, she had raised 
$700 by Wednesday evening 
on her gofundme.com page. 

“The money will be trans-
ferred via a check or a bank 
transfer. I’ll personally 
share the full details of  how 
the money is channelled,” 
she promised on her page.

Another person who goes 
by the online name @rosh-
nimo raised another prac-
tical point. “Write all the 
phone numbers and keep. 
That’s what we did during 
Phailin. Online help is fine, 
but if  there’s no electricity 
for 3 days?” tweeted @rosh-
nimo who had posted cru-
cial updates when cyclone 
Phailin hit Orissa in 2013. 
She suggested that those ex-
periencing power cuts turn 
off  mobile data to conserve 
battery and maintain con-
nectivity.

Residents struggled with waterlogged roads, cars broke down 
and even walking turned into a dangerous obstacle course

Residents gather as a highway disappears under floodwater

Policemen and other rescue workers help evacuate residents

NOT A DOG DAY AFTERNOON

HELPING HANDS

A road turns into a river in the heart of Chennai

People on the first floor collect 
food in flooded Kotturpuram 

SINKING CITY

FLOOD FIGHT FROM GROUND ZERO

➤BSNL to provide free 
internet & phone calls for 
flood-affected in Chennai 
➤Three C-130s of the Indian 
Air Force have flown from 
Hindon airbase (Ghaziabad) 
to Tirupati with NDRF
personnel & relief material
➤Air Force & Army 
choppers pressed into 
service, rescue sorties and 
food packets, ration, items 

of daily needs air dropped 
in worst-hit areas

➤Gemini boats, specialised 
teams and dry ration sent 
from Vizag to Chennai

➤Navy’s deployed three 
flood relief teams 

➤Shelter for 100 people 
ready at INS Adyar 

➤Medical team on standby 

➤UAVs to assess situation

Death toll

251
In relief camps

72,119

NOV 16
24.6cm

DEC 1
23cm

DEC 2
34.5cm

Avg rain in Chennai this 
season | 121cm (Till Dec 1)

City Avg, Oct – Dec | 43cm
Highest rainfall on a single 
day in Chennai (Nov 25, 
1976) | 45cm
NEXT FOUR DAYS | 
DEC 3 TO DEC 6
MODERATE TO HEAVY RAIN |
Across most TN districts and 
Puducherry, all of coastal TN
& many places in interior TN
should brace for further rain 

HEAVY RAIN WARNING | Till 
Dec 6, IMD predicts isolated 
heavy to very heavy rain over 
coastal TN & Puducherry. 
Interior TN can expect 
isolated heavy rain too 

All of TN will see some 
rainfall every day till Sunday 
at least

CHENNAI CITY |
Generally cloudy. Rain or 
thundershowers in some 
areas. Temp about 24 to 28 
degree Celsius

35 lakes in Chennai 
expected to breach banks

State emergency | 1070 

District Emergency | 1077 

Electricity | 1912 

Fire & Rescue | 101 

DGP Control | 044-28447701 

CRA Control | 044-28523299

RailMin | 044-29015204, 
044-29015208, 044-28190216, 
044-25330714

Navy helpline | 044-25394240

Helpline NumbersRESCUE & RELIEF OPS

RAINFALL

Autos submerged 
on a Chennai street



TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held urgent
consultations with senior
ministers on Wednesday to
rush assistance to flood-hit
Chennai, as the humanitar-
ian crisis in Tamil Nadu
prompted both Houses of
Parliament to discuss the
prevailing situation. The de-
bate, though, was marked by
party rivalries in the state
and elsewhere.

The Centre stepped up re-
lief operations with the de-
ployment of Army and Navy
assets and units of the Na-
tional Disaster Relief Force.
The PM reviewed the situa-
tion with home minister Raj-
nath Singh, finance minister
Arun Jaitley, defence minis-
ter Manohar Parrikar and
parliamentary affairs minis-
ter Venkaiah Naidu.

The floods caused by un-
ceasing record rainfall were
taken up for discussion in
Lok Sabha, where the issue
helped the government re-
store order after protests by
Congress against minister
of state V K Singh — who
had responded aggressively
to Rahul Gandhi’s jibes
about his absence — threat-
ened to derail proceedings.

AIADMK’s Venkatesh Ba-
bu began the discussion in the
Lok Sabha, saying four north-
ern districts of Tamil Nadu —
Chennai, Tiruvallur, Cudda-
lore and Kancheepuram —
had witnessed unpreceden-
ted rainfall. While defending
the state government’s re-
sponse, he blamed the previ-
ous DMK administration for
encroachments on reservoirs
and waterways, and thus
worsening the flooding, indi-
cating that TN’s famous polit-
ical rivalry will not be lessen-
ed by the disaster.

Supporting TN’s case for
central assistance, Trina-
mool Congress MP Sudip
Bandyopadhyay said West
Bengal was also in need of ur-
gent financial help. He said
the state had received some
Rs 387 crore for the state disas-
ter response fund, when it had
asked for Rs 6,000 crore. Con-
gress’s Adhir Ranjan Chowd-

hury said later, “He (Bandyo-
padhyay) was striving hard in
order to save the face of his
leader who happens to be the
CM of West Bengal and who
used to remain busy holding
melas, festivals… whereby
crores of rupees are being
spent only to satisfy her ego
but insofar as farmers and
flood-affected people are con-
cerned, she always remained
indifferent.”

In Rajya Sabha, DMK’s
Kanimozhi said the situation
needed united efforts though

she slipped up by referring to
the state’s “DMK govern-
ment”. Speaking in the after-
noon, she added, “I think we
all should stand together, re-
ach out to the people and
make sure that the people are
rescued, and whatever mea-
sures, whatever help can re-
ach them, have to reach them
now. Our leader, Dr Kalaig-
nar, has said the DMK gov-
ernment will wholehearted-
ly support the…” This was
when AIADMK’s V Mai-
treyan interjected to shout

that DMK would “not be in of-
fice for 10 years”.

CPM’s Sitaram Yechury
said, “We can allow MPLADS
funds for relief work in Chen-
nai.” His suggestion was sup-
ported by leader of the oppo-
sition Ghulam Nabi Azad
and other MPs.

To this, Deputy Chair-
man P J Kurien said, “All of
us are willing to contribute
from MPLADS to provide re-
lief to Chennai. The amount
will be decided in consulta-
tion with the Chairman.”

PM, Ministers Discuss Rushing Relief To Crisis-Hit State

Rivalries mark House
debate on TN floods

Waters from a swollen Adyar river partially submerged a temple in Chennai on Wednesday 

Skymet Weather chief
meteorologist Mahesh
Palawat attributed the

heavy rainfall primarily to
the El Nino phenomenon. 

“Many typhoons were
formed in the Pacific Ocean
this year due to the warming
of the ocean. But the Indian

Ocean is cool compared to
the Pacific, and the wind car-
ried more moisture, bring-
ing in extreme rainfall,”
said Palawat.

“Not many countries get
rainfall in December. It is
biting winter or summer, de-
pending upon the continent
in which you live. But TN re-
ceives most of its rain at this

time of the year,” he added.
Beyond Chennai, the

American state of Califor-
nia and the Caribbean is-
lands are the ones which re-
ceive rainfall in December,
but the intensity is lower
than what the Tamil Nadu
capital has experienced
since the start of the month
this year.

�Continued from P 1

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

Paris: The massive floods in
Chennai and other parts of
Tamil Nadu on Wednesday
caught the attention of ex-
perts, civil society leaders
and even negotiators of de-
veloping countries here on
the sidelines of the ongoing
climate summit. 

The weather event was
flagged as an example of how
countries like India have be-
come victims of climate
change, which is the result of
emissions from rich industri-

alised na-
tions over
the past few
decades.

Though experts did not
immediately link the floods to
climate change, arguing that
this was a matter for a sci-
ence-based debate, civil socie-
ty organisations from India
sought to play up the theme by
formally holding a briefing
on the issue for the western
media and activists who have
been critical of India’s posi-
tion and have sought to paint
the country as an obstruc-
tionist during negotiations.

Asked for his views, In-
dia’s key negotiator and Bu-
reau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) chief Ajay Mathur said,
“We came here to negotiate,
and our goal is to reach an
agreement that is just and

takes care of people who have
suffered on account of climate
change. Besides, it must also
take care of the 300 million
people in India who do not
have access to electricity.”

Such concerns on the part
of India can also be sensed
from Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s comments here on
Monday when he called for “a
strong Agreement on Adapta-
tion and Loss and Damage”,
and urged developed coun-
tries to “fulfil their respon-
sibility to make clean energy
available, affordable and ac-
cessible to all in the develop-
ing world”. 

Many vulnerable coun-
tries are demanding that the
“loss and damage” clause be
made part of the global cli-
mate agreement. This clause

is meant for compensating the
victims of climate change.

“The floods in Tamil Nadu
are yet another example of
the extreme weather events
we were warned would be-
come normal with climate
change,” said Harjeet Singh,
international policy manag-
er on climate change for Ac-
tionAid International.

“It is vital that the central
and state governments in In-
dia start preparing for similar
devastating impacts in the fu-
ture. Meanwhile, the events in
India should send a startling-
ly clear signal that the Paris
climate deal must help reduce
further loss and damage to
our planet,” Singh added.

The Delhi-based Centre
for Science and Environment
(CSE) also reacted on the is-
sue, and sought to draw atten-
tion to what they described as
“the increasing frequency of
such events”, citing similar
incidents in 2010, 2013, 2014
and earlier this year.

“While the increasing fre-
quency can be attributed to cli-
mate change, our own urban
planning is definitely to blame
for the level of damage. Of the
nearly 650 water bodies that
Chennai had some decades
ago, just about 27 are left. Large
lakes have been encroached
upon and so there is no water-
holding capacity,” said Arjuna
Srinidhi, programme manag-
er, climate change, CSE.

Chennai ripples reach Paris,
add to ‘climate justice’ call

LINE OF NO CONTROL SANDEEP ADHWARYU

IN DEEP WATER

TOI AT
PARIS 
SUMMIT
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TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A delegation
from a confederation repre-
senting officers of 20 civil ser-
vices, including the Indian
Police Service (IPS), met fi-
nance minister Arun Jaitley
on Wednesday and demanded
fair representation of all ser-
vices in the empowered com-
mittee of secretaries that will
examine the recommenda-
tions of the 7th Central Pay
Commission (CPC).

The representation sub-
mitted by Confederation of
Civil Services Associations
(COCSA) to the FM said Vivek
Rae, a retired IAS member in
the CPC, had violated the
principle of natural justice,
and that he should have re-
cused from discussions on in-
ter-service issues.

The three-member CPC,
which submitted its report
on November 19, was divided
over the issue of financial-
and career-related edge given
to officers of the IAS against
those of other services. 

Babus urge
FM for ‘fair’
pay panel 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The National
Commission for Women
(NCW) has slapped a notice
on Kerala Sunni leader Kan-
thapuram A P Aboobacker
Musliar for his controver-
sial remarks on women.

At an event in Kerala last
week, Musliar had de-
scribed the concept of gen-
der equality as “un-Islam-
ic”, and said women could
never equal men as “they are
fit only to deliver children”. 

“A suo motu notice has
been served on the man and a
copy of it was sent to the or-
ganizers (of the event) also.
We have given them one
week’s time to reply,” NCW
chief Lalitha Kumaraman-
galam said. 

“It is a very ill-educated
statement. He does not know
what the reality is. We have
started writing to the state
governments, saying they
should also be more proac-
tive in discouraging such
statements,” she said. 
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Muslim leader
for gender jibe Pvt forecaster blames Chennai
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