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UCKNOW: Next time someone throws waste in Ganga, Armymen
might warn them against doing so. Adding to it, they would also
be seen making people aware about the demerits of polluting the
holy river and carrying out plantation. A battalion of the Indian
Army has been hired for the purpose for a period of five years. Three more
battalions would be added later.

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
has now created a Ganga Task Force through Army battalions to keep
vigil on those throwing waste in Ganga to make people aware and also as
a contact point for the common man in case they have information about
any industrial unit discharging waste into the river.

Authorities prohibit boating in Varanasi as Ganga swell

The first Army battalion at the disposal of the Union Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation has now been stationed at Allahabad Cantonment. The battalion's
company has been pressed into service at Garh Mukteshwar and Anup Shahar where Union minister Uma Bharati would be

making spot visits on January 4 and January 5, respectively.

The personnel would not only be making people aware about the clean Ganga but also to carry out plantation drive at both
places. Three more battalions of the Army would join soon, Sanjay Sharma, advisor to Uma Bharti told TOl.
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But, this battalion will be replaced by the ministry's own team, which will consist of mainly ex-servicemen mostly from villages
on the banks of the Ganga, said Najeeb, working as senior social specialist with National Mission for Clean Ganga.

Ganga Rejuvenation ministry is spending around Rs 75 crore on one battalion headed by a colonel rank officer, said Sharma,
adding that Rs 300 crore in all would be given to Army for the next five years against the four battalions.

The battalions, which will work under Ganga Task Force with the Ganga Rejuvenation ministry, will also be in charge of the
plantation drive to be carried out on the banks of the Ganga besides making people aware of the need to keep the holy river as
pollution free, said Najeeb.

Though it may not take up the role of policing, the battalions will act as watchdogs and keep vigil on the affluent discharging
industrial units, said Sharma, adding that the personnel will receive complaints against anyone polluting the river. Since the
ministry is at the moment drafting guidelines and functions of the battalions, a final role for the battalion would be decided only
after the process is complete, said Sharma.

As of now, the battalion personnel would be deployed at critical points on the 2,625 km stretch of the river from Gaumukh in

Uttarakhand to Ganga Sagar in West Bengal, said Sharma. It would then be phased out after the ministry is able to raise its
own battalion consisting of ex-servicemen, said Najeeb.
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A powerful El Nino is blamed for what could be India’s worst drought in three decades. (Representative photo)

Expect Santa Claus to show up in Bermuda shorts this year, said a weatherman in a
pre-Christmas update in Maine, the northeastern-most state in the US, which should
have been quite cold then but wasn'’t. In neighbouring Vermont, an all-time high
December temperature of 20 degrees Celsius was recorded.

The fingerprints of El Nifio — a disruption of the ocean-atmosphere system in the
tropical Pacific — were seen all over the world last year. It led to heat waves caused by
delayed monsoon in India. Here, rainfall in August was 22.54% below normal, making it
the driest month of the monsoon season.

It also triggered rare winter floods that have killed at least 28 people in Missouri and
llinois since last weekend, drops in Pacific island sea levels, droughts in South Africa
and a record-breaking hurricane season in the eastern tropical Pacific.

Around the world, production of rice, wheat, coffee and other crops was hit by droughts
and floods, leading to higher prices.

Read| El Nino to trigger more rain, floods in south India: UN report

The latest satellite imagery released by Nasa suggests that over the next few months,
the current El Niflo conditions could even rival the intensity of 1997-98 — which saw
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deadly heat waves in Australia, devastating forest fires in Indonesia and flooding in
Peru and California, kiling 23,000 people worldwide.

A woman carries her baby through a flooded area of Concordia, Entre Rios province, Argentina, on
December 29, 2015. Over recent days the storms blamed on El Nino have killed people in Brazil and in
Argentina. Officials say rainfall has driven at least 160,000 people from their homes in Paraguay,
Argentina and Uruguay. (AFP)

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Climate Prediction Center has
dubbed the 2015-2016 system “one of the top three strongest El Nifios since 1950”.
Environment and Climate Change Canada’s assessmentis also along those lines, and
says this season’s “event is predicted to be one of the strongest in recent decades”.

The initial impact may have been felt already — forget about a White Christmas, cities
from New York to Toronto celebrated the holidays with relatively mild weather.
Bicyclists and a jogger cross the Brooklyn Bridge in a heavy fog, Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2015 in New York.
A weather pattern partly linked with El Nino has turned winter upside-down across the US, bringing

spring-like warmth to the Northeast, a risk of tornadoes in the South and so much snow across the West
that even skiing slopes have been overwhelmed. (AP)
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Delhi, too, withessed a warmer-than-usual December heading into cozy January days.
But meteorologists are cautious about linking this to El Nino, which means ‘little boy’ in
Spanish. “In terms of meteorology, Delhi is a small portion. A direct impact is not
something we really see here. Also, a direct connection between a weak winter and El
Nino has not been demonstrated so far,” said a senior Met official.

JAN 1T 15T

TOPEX/Poseidon 1997 Jason-2 2015

As of early 2016, El Nifio’s impact on Britain and the rest of Europe was also not clear,
though some evidence suggests it may have played a part in the extreme rainfall in
north England and Scotland. Across Europe, 2015 was one of the warmest on record,
but experts believe it is difficult to predict exactly how each EI Nino event will unfold.

According to aid agencies, the weather cycle on record may increase the threat of
hunger and disease for millions. Regions, including the Caribbean, Central and South
America, will be hit in the next six months.
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“There is a greater than 90% chance that El Nifio will continue through Northern
Hemisphere winter 2015-16, and around an 85% chance it will last till early spring
2016,” a Climate Prediction Centre bulletin released in September said.

Nepal, where earthquakes in April and May claimed over 9,000 lives, could also bear
the brunt of the weather system. “It could result in less rainfall this monsoon and there
could be drought-like conditions in some parts,” said Dr Rishi Ram Sharma, director
general of Nepal’'s hydrology and meteorology department. Nepal has already
witnessed a rise in the El Nifio index in the last two months of 2015 and if that pattern
continues till June-July (when the monsoon starts), there would be deficit rainfall.
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At 24 degrees
max, city records
warmest New
Year dayin [ yrs

HT Correspondent .
® hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi saw the warmest
January 1 in seven years with
the maximum temperature being
recorded at 24.1 degrees Celsius,
5 degrees above normal. The
minimum, however, was a little
lower as compared to the previ-
ous few days and was recorded
at 6.6 degrees Celsius, a degree
below normal.

The low temperature in the
morning meant that the vis-
ibility in the morning was low
because of the accumulation of
pollutants.

The city can expect to see
colder days next week with
dense fog expected on January
7 and rain and thundershowers
expected on January 8.

This winter has not just been
warmer as compared to last year
it has also seen fewer fog days.

The city saw only 11 hours
of fog this December -- least in
the past six years. 2014 was the
foggiest year since 2000. In 2009,
the city saw only 7 hours of fog
in December.

“With a new active western
disturbance affecting the region
between January 5 and January
8 there may be some more fog of
increased intensity in Delhi. With
such a pattern in the pipeline for
the Delhiregion, there may be a
fall of 1 degree to 2 degrees fall
of day and night temperatures
in the coming two days,” said RK
Jenamani, director in-charge IGI
Airport Met centre.

With a new active

western disturbance
affecting the region
between January 5 and
January 8, there may
be some more fog of
increased intensity in
Delhi.

RK JENAMANI, director in-charge Gl
Airport Met Centre
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