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Water shortage ruins
gram crop in Bhiwani

SATSINGH

EHIWANI, MARCH 3

Gram crop on hundreds of
acres in the Charkhi-Dadri
area of the district has suf-
fered nearly 100 per centloss
in the absence of canal water
and less rainfall during the
winter season.

Farmers at the tail-end of
the canal started uprooting
the crop to prepare the fields
for the next cmop.

Inder Singh of Dudhwa vil-
lage, said: “I had grown gram
on nearly five acres by spend-
ing Hs 30,000, But, not a sin-
gle drop of the canal water
reached the fields.”

He: said farmers had met local
Badhra MLA Sukhwinder

Mandhi and requested him to
get the loss surveved so that
they could get compensation
for the crop failure, but he did
not care to visit the spot.

Laxmi Narayvan, another
farmer, said wealthy farmers
could afford tubewells to irn-
gate their fields, but marginal
farmers were  entirely
dependent on the canal water
arrain. “The govemnment had
been daimingto supply canal
water till the tail-end but the
claim is far away from ground
reality,” he said,

Saro] Rani, who works in
agriculture fields, said
nowadays, they were busy
in uprooting the gram crop
as it had suffered 100 per
cent damage.

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8930556 ?show=print
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PUNJAB

Riverwaters: State in legal vortex for decades

SARENT DHALIWAL
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 3

The: legal validity of the Pun-
jab Termination of Agree-
ments Act, 2004 is not only
the case being faced by the
state with regard to river
waters in the Supreme Court
and elsewhere,

There is virtually a moun-
tain of cases burdening the
state since decades. In fact, for
the past about five decades or
since its reorganization in
1866, Punjab is knotted in a
maze oflegal battles, On shar-
ing of river waters and on the
issue of the control of certain
head workes, not only Haryana
but Rajasthanis alsoa litigant
against Punjab. Likewise,
Punjab had also filed caseson
various matters related to the
distribution of river waters
arnd attendant issues.

The failure of the Centre to
resolve the inter-state issues
over the vears has kept states,
especially Punjab, Haryana

and Rajasthan busy in litiga-
tion at various High Courts
and the Supreme Court. Not
only in court, the state wit-
nessed along bout of violent
agitation which took a fierce
turn on the issue of SYL con-
struction in the early 80's.

The Presidential Reference
regarding the Punjab Termi-
nationof the Agreements Act,
2004, i1z histed for nesd hearing
on March 8. All water sharing
agreements with the neigh-
boring states were terminated
by passing a law when Capt
Amarinder Singh was CM in
2004. Because of this meas-
ure, the process to complete
the construction of the SYL
canal was stalled.

Another case that is pending
in the 3C is a suit praying for
the direction to the Union
Government to constitute an
appropriate Tribunal under
Section 4(1) of the Inter-State
Water Disputes Act, 1956, to
adjudicate the disputes relat-
ing to the equitable distribu-

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8930529?show=print

tion of Ravi and Beas waters
as raised by Punjab in its com-
plaint in January, 2003.

Onewrit petition is pending
in the Delhi High Court in
which the state has appealed
for setting aside the constitu-
tion of the Eradi Trhbunal
This petition has  been
adjourned by the High Court
till further orders asitis await-
ing the decision on the Presi-
dential Reference. Then there
are pmeeedings before the
Emdi Tribunal, which are in
abeyance in view of the Presi-
dential Reference.

A Special Leave Petition
i5 pending in the Apex
court against the decision
of the Rajasthan High
Court pertaining to the
handing over the head
works of Harike, Ropar and
Ferozepur to the BEME.

Another case 15 with regand
to the Hansi-Butana canal in
the apex court. The Punjab
Government has sought the
dismantling of this canal as it

has apprehended that the
embankments of this canal
would block the sheet flow of
flood waterof the Ghaggar nv-
er and Patiala nadi thus sub-
merging vast tract of land in
Punjab area.

Inone case, Punjabhas chal-
lenged Sections T8 and 79 of
the Punjab Reorganization
Act, 1966 appealing  the
Supreme Court to declare
these sections ultra vires.

There is another case in
which Haryana has filed a
case regarding the handing
over thecontrol of Hanke, Fer-
orepur and Ropar. In another
case, Harvana has sought
legal right in Thien Dam,
Shahpur Kandi Pmject,
UBDCII, Anandpur Sahib
Hydel Channel and Mukerian
Hydel and has demanded
share in the power generated
by these projects. Similar case
has been filed by Rajasthan
Government. Besides it, there
are certain other cases pend-
ing for adjudication in courts,

i-';"‘;:- -.___._' o,
Some important cases

BThe Presidential Reference regarding the Punjab Termi-
nation of the Agreements Act, 2004

B Asuit praying for the direction to Centre to constitute an
appropriate tribunal to adjudicate disputes relating to
the equitable distribution of Ravi and Beas waters

B Awrit petition is pending in the Delhi High Court in which
the state has appealed for setting aside the constitution
af the Eradi Tribunal

B ASpecial Leave Petition against the decision of the
Rajasthan High Court pertaining to the handing over the
head works of Harike, Ropar and Ferozepur to the BBEMB

B A casewith regard to the Hansi-Butana canal (in pic)

B Punjab has challenged Sections 78 and 79 of the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966 appealing to the Supreme
Court to declare these Sections ultra vires

B Haryana has filed a case regarding the handing over the
contral of Harike, Ferozepur and Ropar
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Wasn't told about scale of event: DDA to green court

YAMUNA EVENT Authority says organiser is building temporary structures in areas where it doesn't have permission

= Workers assembling a pontoon bridge for visitors on the Yamuna on Thursday.

HT Correspondent

 hiroporirs hindisiantimes com

NEWDELHE The Delhi Development
Authority told the National Green
Tribunal on Thursday that the
Art of Living foundation did
notreveal the scale of the World
Culture Festival being organised
on the Yamuna banks.

The authority said the organ-
isers were constructing tempo-
rary structures in areas where
it did not have the permission
to do so. The foundation headed
by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar denied
the charge.

DDA officials said they had
given permission to hold the
event on only 24.4 hectares. This
translates to just over 60 acres of

According to DDA, permis-
sion for a function of this scale
‘was never given. A report sub-
mitted to the NGT by DDA offi-
cials last week, however, gave a
clean chit to the festival.

The tribunal pulled up DDA for
allowing such a huge function on
the floodplains, where any per-
manent construction is banned.
Organisers say no permanent
construction will take place.

The DDA’s counsel said the
foundation had sought permis-
sion to set up a platform and
not such a big stage and had not
informed them that millions of
people were expected.

The Art of Living counsel said
the foundation had informed

DDA about the number of visi-
tors a year in advance.

“We had got permission from
DDA and the authority had a
clear understanding of the scale
of the event. The estimates for
the number of people expected to
attend are for the entire three-day
event, including those not happen-
ingon the floodplains. The letter
of request sent to DDA stated
clearly what the function was
about,” said Saraswati Akshama
Nath for Art of Living.

‘Two NGT committees had con-
cluded last week that it was too
late for the event to be cancelled as
the damage has been done. They
hadrecommended a fine of X120
crore tomake up for the loss.

land. They said the isers
encroached on land beyond the
area for which permission exists.

The festival, planned on the
Yamuna banks between March
11 and 13, has drawn criticism
from envir ists and

TOTAL RECALL: BIG EVENTS IN DELHI

farmers for allegedly damaging
the eco-fragile zone.

The grounds being prepared
for the festival are spread over
an area of 1,000acres. The stage
alone is set over seven acres and
can accommodate 37,000 artists.

Public gathering ~ Sant Nirankari Narendra Modi's
in memory of SomagamBSEN plly
Hans Ji Mat?aral Venue: Burari Venue: Rohini
Venue: Punjabi When: November  yyhap: 2013
Bagh every year Visito
" IS] 3
When: 1970 Visitors: 25 Jakh
Visitors; 6 lakh sopl
10 lakh people people people
L 'SOURCE: DELHI POLICE AND SANT NIRANKARI MANDAL

SUNIL GHOSH /HT PHOTO

Traffic cops flooded
with anxious calls

Soumya Pillai

& Souya pilaahindustantimgs com

NEW DELHI: Expecting heavy
traffic jams during the three-day
World Culture Festival organ-
ised by the Art of Living on the
Yamuna banks, commuters are
bombarding the traffic police
‘helpline with queries.

The helpline is getting 24 to 25
calls every day to enquire about
thelikely traffic situation during
the three-day culture festival.

The March 11-13 event is like-
ly to cause long traffic snarls
around east and central Delhi
with over 35lakh people expected
toattend the event. Commuters
are asking for every detail.

“Ever since the event was
announced in the last week of
February, we have been getting
callsfrom commuters who want to
know how traffic will be affected.
‘We still do not have a clear idea
‘how many people will participate
intheevent but there have beena

THE EVENT IS LIKELY TO
CAUSE TRAFFIC SNARLS
AROUND EAST AND
CENTRAL DELHI WITH
OVER 35 LAKH PEOPLE

E——

lot of projections of it being the
biggest event in terms of num-
bers,” said a traffic official.

Officials assisting callers have
created a template for every call.
The team is considering record-
ing information and playing it
for all queries related to the traf-
fic situation during the event.

“We have asked the radio team
to record a message with all
details. It is likely that the attend-
ants might miss out on certain
details that would be important
for commuters to decide their
routes. A trafficadvisory is being
prepared we will work this out,”
the official said.

UPirrigation dept
Warns organiser
against polluting
Yamuna banks

Vinod Rajput ...
= Vinod aputehindusianimos com

NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh irriga-
tion department on Thursday
said it would cancel permission
given to the three-day Art of
Living festival if it was found pol-
Iluting the Yamuna floodplains.
“We have given conditional
permission to the Art of Living
foundation, sayingif it is found
violating the green tribunal’s
directive, permission will be con-
sidered cancelled. We will keep
conducting inspections. If we
willfind that visitors or organis-
ers are throwing waste or pollut-
ing thefloodplain in any manner,
we will cancel permission and
take legal action,” said Ravi
Prakash, assistant engineer of
the UP Irrigation Department.
The department has allowed
the foundation to set up a park-
ing area on 15 hectares falling
under its jurisdiction. The event
will be hosted on 1,000 acres of
floodplains controlled by the
Delhi Development Authority.
“We have specifically men-
tioned in the permission letter
thatthey (organiser) will not build
roads, remove soil, cut trees, dam-
age vegetation and the floodplain

the event is being organised.

5 O ;.k
= The UP irrigation department controls some parts of the area where

SUNIL GHOSH / HT PHOTO

Art of Living event
expected to be the
biggest ever in city

Mallica Joshi

icajoshishindustantinescom

NEW DELHI: It promises to be
a festival of unthinkable
proportions.

The World Culture Festival
(WCF) being organised by the
Art of Living Foundation will
‘have a seven-acre stage that will
accommodate 37,000 artists.

A gathering of 35 lakh people
is expected over three days at

withtheiractivities. Wehaveasked  the event that will spread out
them not to build temporary or  over an area on 1,000 acres on
per structures on 15 hec-  t ically fragile Yamuna
tare parking spot allowed next to  floodplain.

the Mayur Vihar Phase-I toll plaza It is enough to have caught the

of theDND Flyway," said Prakash.
Permission for the parking area
was given in December 2015.

Green activists are opposing
the festival on the grounds that
it will pollute the Yamuna and its
ecosystem. “Where will the waste
generated by 35lakh visitors go?
Such a huge gathering will dam-
age the fragile ecosystem. This
event will set a wrong precedent
for others,” said Manoj Misra of
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan that has
filed a petition in the NGT.

The Art of Living spokesper-
sonsaid: “This event will help in
the campaign to rejuvenate the
Yamuna that isdyingdue to polluted
water: Ourevent will draw attention
towards Yamuna's protection.”

eyeof environmentalists and the
National Green Tribunal in the
form of a petition. Running into
controversy, there is noclarity if
the event will get the tribunal’s
clearance.

If it does, it will be the biggest
gathering the city has ever seen.

The biggest ever public gath-
eringtill now wasa commemora-
tive meeting held for Sant Hans
Ji Maharaj in Punjabi Bagh in
1970, which saw the presence of
an estimated 10 lakh people.

The Sant Nirankari Samagam
in Burari that is held annually
inBurari in Delhi is the biggest
recurring public gathering in
the Capital.

Held on grounds owned by the

We have broken

and made several
records in the past and
are not interested in them
anymore. This is a festival
to bring together people in
peace and harmony.

SRISRI RAVI SHANKAR,
Art of Living founder

Sant Nirankari Samagam, the
Delhi Development Authority
and the Delhi Jal Board which
are spread over an area of 400
acres, the event attracted nearly
six lakh people in November
2015, event organisers said.
Participants lived and ate on
the premises.

The WCF makes no such
promises.

The participants and audi-
ence will be at the floodplains
between 5 pm and 10 pm. No
living arrangements are being
made. There will, however, be 650
bio toilets which the foundation
says will ensure no sewage flows
into the river.

The gathering is expected to
create a Guinness World record.
Butthe Art of Living founder Sri
Sri Ravi Shankar said the aim
‘was not to create any records.

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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ART OF LIVING FOUNDATION’S WORLD CULTURE FESTIVAL

And quiet flows the Yamuna, besides ‘world’s largest stage’

Event is apparently expected to host
3.5 million people; foundation says
all precautionary measures taken

KEDARNAGARAJAN
NEWDELH. MARCH3

TWO LONG pontoon bridges
across theYamuna, bwo smaller
bridges on the Barapullah drain
meet the eye. “The world's
largeststage” {about 1,200 ftlong
% 200 [t wide x 40 [t high), ac-
cording to posters put up by or-
ganisers, is being erected with
steel pipes, wooden planks and
fiberglass domes, occupying 7
acres of land. The site is littered
with construction material. On
the western side of the river, 50
to 60 hectares of the lloodplain
bear signsofthework; the natu-
ral vegetation removed. A total
of 650 wilets are placed onboth
sides of the nver.

Boards near these toilets say,
“eco enzymes”, All these struc-
tures occupy a recently levelled
land massbetween the Yamuna
floodplainsand the DND Flyway,
almost 1000 acres. It is the site
for Art of Living Foundation's
World Culture Festival. The event
15 apparently expected to host
nearly 3.5 million people be-
tween March 11 and 13.
Labourers at the site say they
have been working till 2 am for
the past two weeks.

Several entities, public and
private are involved inthe prepa-
rations, One of the pontoon
bridges has been constructed by
Public Works Department in
Gautam BudhMNagac [ts length is
nearly 400 metres, and esti-
mated to have cost nearly Rs4
crore, Engineer in Chief, PWD, A
K Gupta confirmed his depart-
ment had constructed one pon-
toon bridge for Artof Living func-
tion inMoida “The requestcame
from central government and
state government constructed
the bridge at its own expense,”
said Gupta.

The second bridge has been
constructed by the Indian Arny.
A detailed questionnaire was

The IndianEXPR

epaper editions

sent to the Indian Arny. A re-
sponse is still awaited.

Delhi PVD officials said no fi-
nancial support was given by
Delhi government to the struc-
tures being constructed on
Yamuna [loodplain. The organ-
isers asked for few relaxations
for removing barriers so that
there would be more access
points. “We asked them to sub-
mitanominal fee with usand re-
move those temporary barri-
cades. They have sought
permission fromus Butwe have
asked themto putthe barricades
back once the event is over. Out
of five points fromwherethe ac-
cesswolld be given, three are on
outer nng road and two are on
ring road,” said a PWD official.

According to sources, police
are doing the rounds of govern-
mentolfices o seek salety cer-
tificate for the mega structure
constructed. “We cannot give the
certificate as we have norole to
play. They have been turned
down by the CPWD aswell,” said
asource.

Petitioners against theevent
have stated it is aviolation ol the
orders passed by the National
Green Tribunal in January 2015,
The order states that no con-
struction will be allowed on the
floodplains of the Yamuna.

In addition, they have
stated that the proposed dis-
charging of an enzyme that will
allegedly clean the sewage that
the event will release has been
proposed without the permis-
sion of the State Pollution
Control Board.

An expert commitlee ap-
pointed by the green tribunal
has said inits report the flood-
plains where the Yamunawater
gets recharged will getdamaged,
natural life in this bio-diversity
region will either maove out or
perish, nearby Okhla Bird
Sanctuary will be adversely al-
fecred.”

The Art of Living Foundation,

Fri, @4 March 2016
epaper. indianexpress.com/c/B330437

An inflatable float meant for a pontoon bridge over Yamuna being moved near the site of the World Culture Festival. Oinam Anand

mearwhile, has said they are do-
ing everything withthe permis-
sion af the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA, The foundation
has said, “We have only used
materials like mud, wood cloth
and scaffolding to build the
bridge.”

They have also stated that the
land was already damaged and
free of most natural vegetation
prior to their preparations. A
spokesperson for the foundation
said, "The foodplains have been
detenorating for mary years, we
have taken all precautionary
measures incompliance with
the guidelines laid out by the
DDA, ADL has done a lot of the
work for the environment and
we are celebrating 35 years of
service to sociery.”

Green tribunal questions DDA on permission

KEDARNAGARAJAN
MEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
{NGT) Thursday questioned the
Delhi Development Authority
{DDA) for granting the Art of
Living Foundation permission to
conduct its World Culture
Festival onthe floodplains of the
Yamuna between Mayur Vihar
and the DND Flyway.

Advocate RajivBansal repre-
senting the DDA said, “The DDA
was nat informed about the
scale of the event when the per-
rmissonwas intially granted.” In
response, the principal bench

headed by Justice Swatanter
Kumar asked, “Wasit not incum-
Bent onthe DDA to see whatwas
hap pening on the site and the
magnitude of the programme?”

An expert commitlee ap-
pointed by the NGT has recom-
mended imposing a fine of Rs
120 crore on the Art of Living
Foundation for damage to
Yamuna foodplains while mak-
ing preparations for the event.

The committee was consti-
tuted becauseof the discrepancy
between Prof Ajay Gosain's
{member of the first inspection
team) report and the DDA's re-
port, which gavethe oundation
aclean chit.

InNovemnber 2015, DDA had
cancelled permission for
the event on the grounds that
theexpected gathering would be
too large for the floodplains to
endure.

However, the permission
wasgranted again on December
15,2015. The DDA stated that the
permission was reconsidered af-
ter the Art of Living Foundation
stated they had already made
large-scale preparations for the
event

The DDA also cited the expert
committee’s report saying, “...
even the committee's report
does not call for the event to
be cancelled, it only recom-

mends a fine."

On the matter of land level-
ling thathastaken place and has
been pointed out inthree reports
presented to the tribunal, the
DD said they had ordered the
Art of Living Foundation to seek
the NGT's permission tor such
work onDecember 21, 2015, ina
letter, as the order of January
2015 prohibits permanent alter-
ations o the land,

The tribunal has stated the
matter will be heard next
week and a representative
from Uttar Pradesh will need
to be present for questioning re-
garding a pontoon bridge con-
structed for the event.,

DDA stands

by nod for
festival

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

DDA has said it granted permis-
sion for the World Culture
Festival after "assessing all req-
uisite parameters.”

The testival has found itselfin
thecentre of acontroversy for al-
legedly flouting environmental
norms. DDA officials admitted
that permission to hold such an
event on Yamuna bank had not
beengranted earlier, adding that
an exception was made due to
the ‘nature’ of the festival.

“We cannot comment on the
1ssuesinee it issub judice but we
do stand by the permission
granted for it. A competent au-
thonty has given approval after
analysing the implications and
taking opinion fromall relevant
quarters,” | P Agarwal, principal
commissioner (land disposal ),
DDA, told The Indian Express.

Mo licence fee has been im-
posed on the event as it is a “cul-
tural’ one but a security deposit
has been taken from the organ-
15ers, said officials,

“Several terms and condi-
tions have been imposedonthe
organisers. No permanent or
pucca construction isallowed at
the site to ensure that everything
that comes up there can be re-
moved after the event. The use
of an eco-friendly structure is
rmandatoryand sois the restora-
tion of environmental condi-
tions,” sud asenior DDA official.

Explaining why permission
was granted for the festival, the
official said, "Inthe past, DDA
riight not have given permission
for events on the river bank but
an exception was made in this
case as itis an event for cultural
emancipation and involvesyoga
and music. Thisevent is spiritual
in nature and permissions for
sucheventsare usually granted.”
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