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The Times of India

Title : "Don't forfeit Yamuna funds'
Author :

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 04/02/2016

The NGT on Friday directed the DJB not to surrender the funds allocated to it for rejuvenation of the
Yamuna in the last fiscal year to the Delhi government.The green panel also made it clear that DJB
would spend these funds for restoration and the implementation of its "Maili se Nirmal Yamuna
Revitalisation Project'.

The order was passed after the counsel appearing for the DJB expressed an apprehension that since
the new fiscal year has started, the funds available with it will have to be surrendered. The counsel
said that the DJB would be devoid of funds while contractors have to be paid for the work they have
already done.

The NGT had earlier ordered the DJB not to spend a “penny‘ on Yamuna rejuvenation without its
approval.
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Title : Above normal monsoon this year: Pvt forecaster
Author : Amit Bhattacharya

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 04/02/2016

In the first forecast by any agency for this year's monsoon, a private company has predicted above
normal and well-distributed rainfall in the country during the crucial June-September season.

Foraying into the tricky field of monsoon forecasting, Weather Risk Management Services, a risk
management company that also provides meteorological services, released its long range prediction
for the rainy season on Friday .It said rainfall is expected to be above normal, roughly more than
104% in most parts of the country , except the northeast.

The company also released percentage-wise forecasts for each month of the monsoon season as well
as for each region, but said there was low confidence on these numbers at this stage. “At the moment,
we are not highlighting specific numbers but just the general direction of the forecast, said Kanti
Prasad, climate scientist at WRMS.

According to the forecast, all four months of the monsoon season are likely to get above normal rains
countrywide, with June having the highest positive departure from normal and September the lowest.
June rainfall is likely to be highest from normal in south, central and northeastern regions, while in
northwest India, July , August and September are expected to be wetter than normal, it said.

The prediction should bring hope for farmers and the agriculture sector, battered by consecutive
monsoon failures in the past two years. In 2014-15, agriculture showed negative growth of -0.25%,
and grew at a modest 1.2% in 2015-16.

The company said it mainly based its forecast on results from the dynamical climate model used by
US government's weather agency , NOAA, which are in the public domain.

The biggest factor favouring good rainfall, WRMS said, was the projected weakening of El Nino
conditions. “Most ENSO prediction models indicate continued weakening of El Nino conditions over
the coming several months, returning to neutral by late spring or early summer 2016, and a chance of
La Nina development by fall,” its release said.

WRMS is the second Indian private company to make public forecasts on the monsoon. Private
forecaster Skymet has been predicting the monsoon for a few years now.Both companies rely on data
from computer models of international weather agencies, in contrast to the India Meteorological
Department which generates its own data.

HOPES HIGH?
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Title : Asia faces severe water crisis by '50
Author :

Location :

Washington:

Article Date : 04/02/2016

Rising Economic Activity, Population Boom & Climate Change To Blame: MIT

Countries in Asia, including India, may face severe water shortage by 2050 due to rising economic
activity , growing populations and climate change, MIT scientists have warned. There is a “high risk
of severe water stress* in much of an area that is home to roughly half the world's population,
scientists said.

Having run a large number of simulations of future scenarios, the researchers found that the median
amounts of projected growth and climate change in the next 35 years in Asia would lead to about 1
billion more people becoming “water-stressed compared to today .

While climate change is expected to have serious effects on the water supply in many parts of the
world, the study underscores the extent to which industrial expansion and population growth may by
themselves exacerbate water-access problems.

“It's not just a climate change issue,* said Adam Schlosser, from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) in US.

“We simply cannot ignore that economic and population growth in society can have a very strong
influence on our demand for resources and how we manage them.And climate, on top of that, can lead
to substantial magnifications to those stresses, said Schlosser.

To conduct the study , the scientists built upon an existing model developed previously at MIT, the
Integrated Global Systems Model (IGSM), which con tains probabilistic projections of population
growth, economic expansion, climate, and carbon emissions from human activity .

They then linked the IGSM model to detailed models of water use for a large portion of Asia
encompassing China, India, and many smaller nations.

The scientists then ran an ex tensive series of repeated projections using varying conditions. In what
they call the “Just Growth* scenario, they held climate conditions constant and evaluated the effects
of economic and population growth on the water supply .In an alternate “Just Climate* scenario,
scientists held growth constant and evaluated climatechange effects alone.

And in a “Climate and Growth* scenario, they studied the impact of rising economic activity, growing
populations, and climate change. Approaching it this way gave the researchers a “unique ability to
tease out the human (economic) and environmental factors leading to water shortages and to assess
their relative significance, Schlosser said.

FUTURE TENSE
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THESUNDAY EXPRESS, APRIL 3, 2016

IDEA EXCHANGE s

‘A time like Emergency won’t come again...
Cases happen, but BJP never starts them’

Uma Bharti, Minister for Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, claims Sri Sri event left Yamuna floodplains cleaner, says Centreis
planning a law to restrict fresh water use, asserts India is the “safest place for minorities” and says while BJP faith may be Hindutva, its agenda is development

Uma Bharti with Senior Editor Shyamlal Yadav at The Indian Express office. Renuka Puri
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SHYAMLAL YADAV: When the
government was beingformed at the
Centre, you were considered a natural
claimant to the Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation Ministry.

Iwas considered a natural claimant to
the Ministry not just because of my work
on the Ganga river, but with waterin gen-
eral. Water management, water re-
sources...lamvery attached to water, lam
not scared of it.

When | was given the Water
Resources Ministry, | was extremely
pleased. | knew that until now the min-
Istry was only concerned with releasing
grants, it did not really have a role of its
own. There were no independent propos-
als from the ministry.

For the Ganga, | had thought things
through in a very comprehensive manner.
| met everyone attached with the river.
We discussed things from a saentific and
environmental point of view. We also
spoketo people who are economically de-
pendenton the riverand even those who
have suffered because of it.

SHYAMLALYADAV: There have been
attempts to clean the Ganga since
1985, but without much success. Do
you thinkit is possible to achievea
Biochemical Oxygen Demand of less
than 2 and Dissolved Oxygen of more
than 6 mgflitre — i.e. water that can
be used for drinking without any
treatment — in the Ganga water?

See, even if mine ral water from a com-
mercial brand is checked in an interna-
tional lab, there are bound to be problems
init. The labs may say that this water is
not good for your health. So, Ganga wa-
ter cannot be examined under suchacri-
terion. Right now, Gangais considered to
be one of the ten dirtiest rivers in the
word. But if we manage to get the river
enlisted among the cleanest nivers, then
we will truly achieve our target.
Personally, | think the proof of Ganga's
cleanliness will come from its aquaticlife.
If Ganga is cleaned, then the aquatic life
that thrived in the region will return —
the turtles, dolphins, gold fish. Right now,
there is noneof it.

Sonowwe have areated a programme
around this {aquatic life). We will now
checkthe Ganga from the point of view of
the creatures which inhabit the river.

SHEELA BHATT:Since the BjP
government came to power at the
Centre, you seem to be maintaining a
low profile, especiallyin the politics of
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.
This is the happiest time of my life.
Since | joined the party, lwantedthe BJPto
et a majonty at the Centre, likeit has now.
Secondly, before the 2014 general elec-
tions, the impression that many people in
the country had about the partywas that
we only do bhajan and kirtan. But we
managed to break that perception by
showing thatwe were pro-development.
Our faith is in Hindutva, but the
agenda for governance is development,
andthere we don't differentiate onthe ba-
sis of caste and religion. In the earlier
years, our victory was limited to states —
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Gujarat. But after the 2014 general elec-

minister of Madhya Pradesh
and also served as a
Union minister in

Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
Cabinet. A prominent
leader of the
Ramjanmabhoomi
movement whowas
known for her fiery
speeches in the late '80s,
Bhartiis among the few

tions, | was satisfied on two accounts —
first that the BJP got a majority, and sec-
ondly, that we achieved success on the
agenda of development.

On top of this, | was given the water re-
sources portfolio. So this is the most beau-
tiful time of my life, and | want to enjoy
this as| work. | don'tcare if lam in the
NEWs or not.

COOMI KAPOOR: Didyou agree with
the permission given to5ri Sri Ravi
Shankar to hold the World Culture
Festival on the Yamuna floodplains?

Technically speaking, it was not the
job of my ministry to grant permission
for the event. That comes under the
Environment Ministry. There was some
confusion initially, but | had immediately
clarified.

Actually, the venue where the pro-
gramme was held was a very dirty place,
and in fact it has now become cleaner.
Pigs, buffaloes, scorpions and snakes used
to roam there. With Sri 5ri Ravi Shankar's
event, Yamuna river was highlighted and
the area was made better, deaner.

SHEELA BHATT: There hasbeenno
decision on the chief ministerial
candidate for Uttar Pradesh yet by the
BJP, but you seem to be one of the
probables. How do you see the
political situation in the state and
what would be yourrolein the
elections?

The dedsion onwho should be the CM
candid ate and who shouldn'tbe depends
on the Centre and the state. For now, my
onlyrole in UP will be that when | am
asked, | will go there. Apart from this. |
don'tthink about my role inthe state,

In a state, the local BJP leaders and
workers have spedficroles. These people
need to think about their strategy. Why
did they lose in Bihar? How will they win

WHY UMA BHARTI
Uma Bharti has been the chief

saffron-robed leaders to find a
place in the Modi Cabinet. She

has been given charge
of Water Resources,
River Development,
Ganga Rejuvenation
Ministry ina
government that has
called cleaning the
Ganga river a mission,

and set up a panel on the
mythical Saraswati

in Assam? How will they win in UP? The
BJP leaders, workers have to plan. People

like me will help anywhere, wherever
Amit Shah asks, we will help.

AMITABH SINHA: The government has
set up apanel under Professor KS
Valdiya on the Saraswatiriver. If the
panel says that such a river does exist,
is there a model on which youplan to
base the efforts of reviving theriver?

We have heard of dirty rivers being
cleaned, like the Thames in London, but
stories of revival of old rivers haven't come
to theforeyet. | think the problem {of rivers
drying up) is mostly imited to the Indian
subcontinent. Australia has fixed its river
basin. In India, we havelet water dry upand
didn't care. We used up both the surface
water and ground water. This problem can
arise in Pakistan and 5ri Lanka too. We
should really look for these dned-up nivers,
andwe have made atask forcefor this pur-
pose. B N Navalawala whowas Modiji's ad-
visor for 10 years is now our chief advisor.
Under his chairmanship, there is a task
force that is examining India's dry areas to
see If there are dried-up streams of water.

These streams cannot be revived im-
mediately. But if raimwater is collected in
these zones, trees are planted, water will
eventually seep through the soil and these
streams will get recharged. The water
table in the surrounding areas too will
startrising

See for now, there is no evidence of the
Saraswati in the Triveni, we just havethe
Ganga and Yamuna. (Saraswati is consid-
ered an invisible partofthe confluence in
Allahabad). Research is underway. For
now, we cannot call it (the dried-up
stream) the Saraswati nver. We will get
the water tested and the team will then
decide whatneeds to be done,

| have told him ({the head of the
Saraswati committee, Prof K SValdiya) that

Where do Naxalites and Maoists come from?

ThL‘}* are ps:t}plc with extreme interpretations of

socialist and Communist movements. But you cannot

blame all socialists and Communists for their

actions... The best thjng about India is elections. There

is democracy in our country and people reject things
that they don’t like. In five years, things change”
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only after proper research will we an-
nounce the presence of the Saraswati nver.
We believe it is the Saraswati, but we need
proof. Sowe have requested thatthe panel
should have sittings in Bengaluru itself, as
Valdiyaji cannot travel. The team give him
all the proof and we will accept the results.

AMITABH SINHA: What arethe
experts telling you now? Willwe be
able toseea river and can it be used to
recharge the water table?

It is believed that the river Saraswati
was pushed down because of an earth-
quake. In some cases, because of an earth-
quake, rivers are known tocome to the
fore too. In Madhya Pradesh, therewasan
earthquake in the '90s. My village is 250
km from Jabalpur. After the earthquake,
the water in the well of our village rose,
and for almost two years, the water table
stayed up.

See, | dontthinkthatthere is a stream
flowing underground (in case of
Saraswati), but | dobelieve that the water
must be mixed with sand, there mustbe
some moistmess in the soil. Forour efforts
to be successful, the society will have o
participate so that the water table in the
regioncan be recharged. Here the MGN-
REGA will be important too. Species of
trees that will help in recharging the
ground water will have to be planted.

MANEESH CHHIBBER: Since your
government came to power, there
have been many controversial
statements by your leaders. These
diverge from the development
agenda that the Prime Minister talked
about at the start of his government.

People working in the government
have never drifted from the development
agenda. Those making the controversial
statements are not in the government, at
least most of them are not. The controver-
sial comments are highlighted in news,
but the work of the governmentisalso go-
ing on. The road, water and electricity
work is on track

Whatever has happened till now; like
the Rohith Vemula, Kanhaiya Kumar
cases, it is in fact Rahul Gandhi who has
suffered the most because of them.
Whatever little votes he got, the ones that
didn't go to Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Mamata Banerjee or Lalu Prasad, he has
lost even those now. So if anything, these
events are a bigger concern for Rahul
Gandhi,

MUZAMIL JALEEL: In the last two
vears, with incidents like Dadri etc.,
there seems tobe an increase in social
tension in the country. It seemsthat
peoplewho are within the

sovernment and those outside it are
working on two different briefs.

Firstly, there have been social tensions
all over the world. Europe's perspective
has changed. Donald Trump (front-run-
ner forthe Republican nomination in the
LIS presidential race ) has also started get-
ting many followers in America.

India is the safest place forminorities.
It is the most tolerant country because we
have faced a big tragedy like the Partition.
| find it absurd when people like Rahul
Gand hi raise questions because he seems
to have forgotten that the Emergency was
declared in the country during the
Congress regime, and lakhs of Muslims
were castrated, they were forced to do
family planning Many died dunng sur-
geryitself Lakhs ofinnocent people were
put in jails. The Congress party has ab-
solutety no right to talk about freed om of
expression. The biggest victims of the
Emergency were the minorities.

MNow, that time has passed and a phase
as bad as that has nevercome again in the
country and we will notletit come. [ give
this guarantee, Yes, if some small incidents
happen, then people will react andspeak,
butwe (the B]P) never start any of it. Dadri
did not happen in our state. We don't have
agovernmentin Uttar Pradesh.

Wherever we are in powerand an un-
toward inadent occurs, action is imme-
diately taken, like in Haryana ( after the Jat
quota protests).

Where do Naxalites and Maosists
come from? They are people with ex-
treme interpretations of socialist and
Communist move ments. Butyou cannot
blame all socialists and Communists for
their actions.

The best thing about India is elections.
There is democacy in our country and
people reject things that they don't like.
In frve years, things change.

SHYAMLAL YADAV: On many
occasions, you have mentioned that
you will not allow hydropower
projectson the banks of the Ganga.
Now an affidavit has been filed in the
Environment Ministry seeking
clearance for three projects. You did
not agree with the move. You also
wanted powers under Section 5 of the
Environment Protection Act. Have
you raised these issues with the PM?

See, | have neveropposed hydropower
projects. I simply said that forany project,
regarding irrigation or power, the river
should not be destroyved. Rivers cannot be
remade, they are natural entities.

What | said was that the world has
progre ssed somuch, such high-evel tech-
nology is available to us, so we should
come up with a design in which at least
one stream of the river must keep flow-
ing. We call it ecological flow or e-flow.
The concept of e-flow in India has been
introduced by my ministry and lhave put
a lot of emphasis on it. | have told the
Central Water Commission (CWC) that
wheneveradam is designed, there should
be an e-flow assessment. Don't design a
dam on the rver, make it on the sideof the
nver, so that monsoon water can be cap-
tured and the river bed stays unharmed.

50 yes, | have propagated the e-flow
concept and a few hydropower projects
can get into trouble because of this. Butif

these projects are willing to rework their
design, it will be fine.

Last year on March 25 there was a
meeting which the PM attended, where we
askedforSection 5 powers {dosure, prohi-
bition or regulation of any industry, oper-
ation or process by the Centre), because
whenwe are the NGRBA (National Ganga
River Basin Authonty), wes houldbe given
the powertotake action against all sources
of pollution concerning the Ganga. Right
now we only have the power of recom-
mendation. The power to take action is
with the Central Pollution Control Board
{CPCB). But our demand was opposed by
both the Environment and Law Ministry.

After | raised the issue, the Prime
Minister made a high-level task force un-
der the Cabinet Secretary and said that
whichever industry is polluting the river,
strict action should be taken against them.

AMITABH SINHA: A number of private
partiesare now involved in the
functioning of Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs). Are we heading towards
a future where treated water madeat
these plants will have tobe bought?

Incase of the Ganga, we have decided
that the treated water must not be al-
lowed toflow into the river. 50 whe re will
this treated water go? Efforts will have to
be made tocreate a market for treated wa-
ter. Farmers can buy it for irrigation and
gardening. We are aware that some
treated water might not be suitable for ir-
rigation, like that coming out as effluent
from certain industries. So those indus-
tries will have to recycle their water.

Fresh water, whether itis surface wa-
ter, ground water or reserved rain water,
cannot be used for every purpose. We
would have to bring clarity onthe usesit
can be put to and the purposes it cannot
be used for. Otherwise, we are staringata
huge water problem in the country.

Underthe Constitution, water is a sub-
Jectto be dealt with by the state govern-
ments. But, if needed, we canbring in a
law. A draftis already being worked upon.
We will take the concurrence of the state
govemments on the uses of fresh water.
It cannot be used foreverything, We need
to conserve water.

COOMI KAPOOR: In your political
career sofar, what hasbeen your
biggest regret — stepping down from
the postof CM in Madhya Pradesh or
when you left the BJP at one stage?

| have never said that lwant to be the
(M of Madhya Pradesh again. | have just
said that | should be consulted about who
gets the post. Right now, | just want to for-
get the whole incident { stepping down
from MP CM postin2004). | have always
worked withemotion and conviction, and
there has been no room for regret.

But | have tosay thatitis only now that
|am happy being apolitidan, Earierlused
to regret being in the profession. But ever
since | was given the Water Resources
Ministry, | have been happy. Maybe this
has been my life's purpose. Ultimately, |
feel, Narendra Modi has converted my
life's regret into a success. But yes, | have
never beena politician,

Transcribed by Somya Lakhani, Pooja Khati
& Pallavi Pundir
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Centre plans model law on groundwater

. Jacob Koshy

Ministry likely to start consultations with the States

The Central government is likely to begin consultations with the States to frame a Bill to prevent the misuse of groundwater, a rapidly
diminishing resource in India.

“Water is a State subject and it is incumbent on States to protect their resources ... we will consider a model Bill to help with this,” says Union
Minister for Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Uma Bharti.

Experts from the Union Water Resources Ministry have visited a few States to ascertain the groundwater situation, Shashi Shekhar,
Secretary, Water Resources, says.

Mr. Shekhar, however, cautioned that it was too early to moot penalties and firm targets for those States that had failed to check water
misuse.

All groundwater is considered freshwater, which, however, can also include water from ponds, lakes and other sources of surface water.

The management of water is a State subject in India and that has complicated efforts to manage water resources. The India Water Week — a
multidisciplinary conference, set to begin on Monday, to discuss India’s challenges with freshwater management — will have a session on
legal remedies to address the depleting groundwater resources and also discuss legal aspects of the issue, Ms. Bharti says.

The India Water Portal says as much as 85 per cent of drinking water in rural area is drawn from wells, with 88 per cent of it used for
irrigation.

Up to 48 per cent of the urban population uses groundwater.

A recent study by the Central Ground Water Board found that groundwater exploitation and contamination has affected nearly 60 per cent of
Indian districts.

This is not the first time that the Centre has mooted legislation for the management of groundwater.

Since the 1970s, says a report by the now-renamed Planning Commission, laws have been mooted to encourage States to use groundwater
more judiciously but except for Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra (drinking water focus),
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and union territories such as Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Lakshadweep and Pondicherry, these laws
haven’t been effectively implemented.

Central experts have already
visited a few

States to ascertain the situation

Printable version | Apr 4, 2016 4:33:48 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-plans-model-law-on-
groundwater/article8427713.ece
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Ritam Halder
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NEW DELHE: Three weeks after the
World Culture Festival event
was held on the Yamuna flood-
plain, the clean up work at the
venue is in progress and will
take more time to complete.

Hindustan Times on Saturday
visited the site to assess the
progress of the clean-up.
Labourers at the site said it
would take another month to
dismantle the seven-acre stage.

“Three groups of workers
belonging to different contrac-
tors are dismantling the stage.
It is a labour-intensive job and
will take time,” said Raju (name
changed on request).

Giant cranes, trucks and
nearly 100 men were seen in
action. A few security guards
were also deployed at various
corners of thesite. “Apart from
the stage, all other structures
have been dismantled,” said one
of the guards.

Even though most parts of the
site have been cleaned, plastic
waste dot the area. When rain
played spoilsport on the open-
ing day of the festival on March
11, plastic sheets were placed
around the stage to keep the
muck away. These have now
become part of the soil at many
places.

A spokesperson for the Art of
Living said the clean-up would
be complete once the stage was
removed.

The event that took place
from March 11 to 13 saw

» Plastic waste and debris around the seven-acre stage. RITAM HALDER

lakhs of spiritual leader Sri
Sri Ravishankar’s followers
converge at the site. The event
was under the scanner for caus-
ing damage to the floodplain.
The National Green Tribunal
had allowed the Art of Living
Foundation to hold the event
on the condition that it paid
“restoration costs” for damag-
ing the environment. It imposed
an initial cost of 35 crore on the

Three groups of

workers belonging to
different contractors are
dismantling the stage. It is
a labour-intensive job and
will take time.

A LABOURER AT THE VENUE

foundation.

Subsequently, the court said,
the foundation would have to
pay restoration costs for dam-
age caused to the environment,
ecology, biodiversity and aquatic
life. The cost will be decided by
a committee appointed by the
court,

The event stirred another
controversy when the govern-
ment told the army to build two
floating bridges on floodplain
for the event.

The government had come
under Opposition criticism in
Rajya Sabha.

Several serving and retired
officers said the army should
not be involved in providing
equipment and soldiers for pri-
vate events as it was a strain
on its resources and dented
its image.

SONU MEHTA/HT

Operation should
be over by mid
April, says Aol

NEW DELHI: The clean-up opera-
tion of the mega Art of Living
event, under the scanner for
damage to the fragile floodplain
of the Yamuna, is expected to be
over by mid-April.

Rashmi Palliwal, one of the
organisers of the three-day
World Culture Festival, said
even though most of the clean-
ing is done, dismantling the huge
stage will take time.

“Most of the ground has been
cleaned up. The seven-acre stage
area is left and we expect it to be
over by the middle of April,” said
Palliwal, also a trustee of the Art
Of Living Foundation

According to her, agencies
and volunteers helped in the
clean-up after the festival ended
on March 13. Over 400 volunteers
helped in cleaning during the
event. After the event, many vol-
unteers still kept visiting the sit2
everyday for cleaning; she said

The Municipal Corporation o
Delhi and Delhi Jal Board als
helped, she said.

“Our role is to make the sit
the way it was. We have taken on|
board a few environment experts.
One of them is Dr Rakesh Ranjan,
who is an environmental consult-
ant... However, we won’t allow
any damage to the environment,”
Palliwal said. RITAM HALDER




MSP failed as »

security blanket

for farmers: Panel

REVIEW Two government reports have suggested an overhaul of
the mechanism to fix grain prices to make it ‘realistic’ for farmers

Chetan Chauhan

« chetan@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two government
reports have suggested an over-
haul of the mechanism tofix grain
prices to make it “realistic” for
farmers at a time when agricul-
ture income growth has slumped
toitslowest in recent years.

Back to back drought and
unseasonal rainfall in two con-
secutive springs have farmers
struggling, with farm income
slated to grow at less than 3%
in 2015-16 as against 15% the
previous year.

Farm wages, a source of
income for about 62% of the rural
population, too were affected, and
recorded almost negligible growth,
according to a report of the min-
istry of statistics and programme
implementation.

Amongotherreasons, the effect

of adverse weather conditions was
compounded by a faulty price
determination policy called mini-
mum support price (MSP), found a
report of the National Institution
for Transforming India.

MSP is a tool that guarantees
to farmers, prior to the sowing
season, a fair fixed price for their
crop to encourage higher invest-
ment and production.

However, many states such
as Assam, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh failed to announce the
MSP before the sowing season,
and when they did, it was grossly
inadequate. In fact, it was lower
than the cost of production.

For instance, the 2014-15 MSP
for sunflower was 34,700 per
quintal whereas the actual agri-
cultural cost was 35,189. Similarly;
for ragi, the difference between its
MSP and the production cost was
about 20%, forcing farmers to opt

for an alternate crop.

“The MSP scheme requires
a complete overhaul in states
where the impact of the scheme
ranges from ‘nil’ to ‘at-best mar-
ginal’ to ensure that MSP as an
important instrument of the
government’s agricultural price
policy is not undermined,” said
the NITI Aayog report based on
asurvey in 14 states.

A National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO) survey report
released in December last year
found half the farmers who sell
their produce in the market were
unaware of MSP. It also pointed
out that many did not have even
the option to sell at MSP in the
absence of a nearhy “procure-
ment agency”.

Around one-fourth of about
35,200 farming households sur-
veyed in 2012 said the MSP was
of no utility as it was not realistic.

THE PRESSURE OF DEBT

Mounting loans due to successive droughts, hailstorms and
insufficient rain have forced many farmers to commit suicide

FARMERS FACING
DEBT IN INDIA

Karnataka

» One-fourth of about 35,200 farmmg households surveyed in
2012 said the minimum support price was of no use.

HTFILE

@ Debt percentage across states

Andhra Pradesh Telangana Tamil Nadu

Maharashtra

SOURCE: NSSO SURVEY DECEMBER 2015

Hailstorm in Bundelkhand destroys homes, dreams

INSUFFICIENT RAIN DASHED HOPES

Rainfall across districts of Bundelkhand in Madhya Pradesh in 2015
M Rainfall during monsoon (mm)

% Average rainfall (mm)

w 1,230.50

1,274
1,246

Rahul Noronha
= rahul.noronha@hindustantimes.com

JATARA (TIKAMGARH): The dilapi-
dated mud houses of Tikamgarh
district’s Harpura village could
easily be mistaken for a town in
a war-torn country,. But it wasn't
bullets and bombs that wreaked
havoc in this farming village.
Amassive hailstorm on March
14 not only destroyed their
homes, but also their dreams of
recouping from a dismal kharif
season — their ready-to-harvest
crop was virtually obliterated.

“This crop was the only
hope,” said Jairam Singh Ghosh,
55, who took a loan to sow wheat
after his soybean crop wilted
away because of a deficient mon-
soon. “I'have borrowed money to
buy seed and fertiliser, but don't
know how it will be repaid.”

At least half the houses now
lie empty as many were forced to
leave in search of work. “Thaveno
option but tomigrate,” Ghosh said.

The chief minister visited
Harpura two days later and
announced a compensation of
15,000 per hectare, just as the

state did for the kharif crop.
But, when land is held jointly by
families and fragmented, individ-
uals who were lucky to be paid
received as little as 31,500.
About 30% farmers in Jatara

+.-are yet to receive the amount.

* Another failure of a govern-
ment scheme was pointed out by
Babu Rajak of Berwada, a small
settlement on the Jatara-Lidhora
Road. He said a majority of farm-

ersstill donot have a “kisan credit:

card” for crop insurance.
Helpless, many farmers decided
to end their lives.

i
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«
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Mercury soars to 39°C, rain

likely in parts of city today

A 44 g

Press Trust of India
= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: It was a hot day in
the national capital on Saturday
with the maximum temperature
settling at 38.9 degrees Celsius,
five notches above the normal.

The minimum temperature
was recorded at 21.5 degrees
Celsius, three notches above the
season’s average, a Met depart-
ment official said.

The humidity level in the
air oscillated between 23% and
74%, though the weather in the
morning was rather pleasant

39

# Boys beat the heat on a sunny Saturday in the national capital.

THE MET DEPARTMENT
FORECAST A MISTY DAY
FOR TODAY, RAIN AND
THUNDERSHOWERS
LIKELY IN THE EVENING

W

with 80% humidity.

The weatherman forecast
partly overcast conditions
along with possibility of rain
for Sunday.

“The skies will be partly
cloudy Rain and thundershower

SONU MEHTA/HT

are likely to occur in some parts
of Delhi and NCR towards the
evening and night tomorrow.
Mist or haze may occur in the
morning. The maximum and
minimum temperatures are
expected to hover around 40 and
22 degrees Celsius respectively,”
he said.

Friday’s maximum tem-
perature settled at 37.3 degrees
Celsius, four notches above the
season’s average, while the
minimum temperature was
recorded at 21.6 degrees Celsius,
three notches above the season’s
average.



[rive

10

R
oo ? K

- ’ < .
u Children beat the heat with a dip in the pond at India Gate on Sunday. At
least three places in the city breached the 40-degree mark. raJ K RAJ /HT

HT Correspondent t
 lettersBhindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The heat is on. Delhi
on Sunday got a taste of the
harsh summer to come with the
Palam weather station recording
amaximum temperature of 43
degree Celsius — highest in the
first fortnight of April in 47 years.
Two other places — Ayanagar
in southeast and Jafarpur in
southwest Dethi— also breached
the 40-degree mark, recording
40.6°C and 40.1°C, respectively.
“Itis very unusual for this time
of the year. Even between April 16
and April 20, there have been only

Delhi goes above 40°C weeks before time

two instances in 47 years —1984
and 2010 — when the maximum
t Palam touched 43 degrees,” said
RK Jenamani, director in-charge
of theweather officeat IGI airport.
The Safdarjung station, which
records the official readings for
Delhi and is usually cooler than
Palam, reported a maximum
temperature of 39.4 degrees
and minimum of 24.8 degrees,
both six notches above normal.
According to the Met depart-
ment, Monday might provide some
respite from the heat with light
thundershowers in the morning.
The temperature is expected tobe
between 23 and 38°C.
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Is the mighty Ganga drying up? W

Last month, the NTPC plant near Farakka barrage was shut down affer flow dip

VIDYA VENKAT with the summer just

: beginning. “We are already

CHENNAL The Ganga that has seeing a historically low
nourished the Indian inflow downstream of the
civilisation for centuries Farakka in the Ganga,

has recorded a historically which reflects the health of
low inflow in its lower the entire river basin,” he
reaches this year, going by said. He blamed the

the evidence on the situation not only on
ground. The inflow at the deficit rainfall and a dry
Farakka barrage in West winter but also on the
Bengal nearly halved, increasing exploitation of
compared with the AP the river in its upper
quantum of water available | HISTORIC LOW: The inflow at Farakka barrage nearly halved, reaches,

in the last two years. The compared with the water available in the last two years. West Bengal Pollution
NTPC'’s plant beside the Control Board chairman
barrage had to shut data to verify claims of a comparison the discharge Kalyan Rudra, considered
operations from March 10. reduced inflow. A.K. Pal, on 29/03/2014 and 29/03/ an authority on the river,

Though statistical - superintending engineer at | 2015 were 91,001 cusecs ruled out greater quantum
informatioh ontheinflow | the Farakkabarrage, and 83,807 cusecs of water being diverted to
is not in the public domain, | confirmed: “On March 29, respectively.” Bangladesh, under the
because the river is an the inflow discharge Himanshu Thakkar, international water sharing
, international resource, observed in the Ganga by coordinator of the South treaty, as the cause for the

protected for strategic the India-Bangladesh joint | Asia Network on Dams, reduced levels.

purposes, The Hindu observation team was Rivers and People, said this

obtained local water level 50,710 cusecs, while in was a scary development I CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Is the mighty Ganga dryin

“While this is the initial un-
derstanding, the reasons
could be more varied. In the
upper catchments, the first in-
tersection of water happens in
the hydel power projects, then
once the river reaches near
Haridwar, there is withdrawal
for irrigation. From hereon,
there is considerable exploita-
tion of groundwater for irriga-
tion, which affects the base
flow. Indiscriminate with-
drawal might be one of the
causes. Though the Ganga
goes dry during the lean sea-
son from March, historically
low inflow underscores seri-
,0us concerns over upstream
withdrawal,” he said.

Glaciologists studying the
Himalayan sources of the riv-
er allay concerns that reduced

ST M N o N,
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FROM PAGE ONE

Glaciers are
receding, but the
Gangotri is not
going to vanish,
says an expert

snowmelt from the retreating
glaciers might further affect:
the water levels, though they
are divided over the extent of
the impact. “That the glaciers
are receding is tyue, but .the
Gangotri is not going to van-
ish,” says Manohar Arora, sci-
entist at the National Institute
of Hydrology (NTH), Roorkee.
The glacial retreat has af-
fected the flow but its effects
have been more localised, ac-
cording to NIH Director R.D.

TS U B g T
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Singh. “...the amount of water
coming from the glacial melt
to the Ganga is not so signifi-
cant as to affect the entire riv-

er basin. So we need to look at
tributaries to the river coming

- from Nepal as 80 per cent of -

the river’s flow downstream
comes from there.”

The coordinator of the

Ganga River Basin Manage-

ment Plan, Vinod Tare, also a

professor at the ITT-Kanpur,
‘'said studies conducted by the
'IIT had shown that anthropo-
genic stress through -expan-
sion of cities by the' river, de-
nudation  of  forests,
encroachment of floodplains
and excess groundwater ex-
traction had affected the river

severely.
el i

=y



Deficient rain makes Vansda thirsty

HimansshuBhatt
@timesgroup.com

Surat: Authorities have started
supplying water through tan-

kersin Vansda, thetalukahead-

quarters in Navsari district, be-
causeitisinthemidstof acrisis
since a fortnight now. Vansda,
which hasa population of 16,000
and is located 90km from Surat
city, received deficient rainfall
in 2015, leading

PYASA | todrying up of
its water sour-
ces. Kaveri Ri-
ver has almost
) dried up in
"I Vansda, which
GUJARAT | otherwise re-
cords 1,800mm

of rainfall in a year. The end re-
sultisJajudam with 27.58 MCM
capacity built on Kaveri has be-
enrendered almost useless, and
at present is under repairs. Ne-
arly 5,500 households in Vansda

T0I

D0 Moweh THOED

Main o of water Kaveri Rive
has almost dried up

that used to be supplied 2,0001it-
reof water daily aregettingjust
half the regular supply The
2,000 householdsthat don’t have
storage facility are being supp-
lied water through tankers dai-
ly by the authorities.

Vasada Panchayat sar-
panch Budha Patel said, “We
were dependent on the dam for
water. However, as ithad develo-
ped leakage, irrigation depart-
ment emptied out the water.

Our town’s filter plant is closed
and borewells don’t throw up
water even at 110 feet.”

D C Patel, deputy engineer,
irrigation department, said,
“Poorrain lastmonsoon hasled
to this situation. The water le-
vel in the dam could not go be-
yond 30 per cent of its storage
capacity. The dam is under re-
pairscurrently”

Gujarat Water Supply & Se-
werage Board duga borewell at
Vansda a few days ago. It would
be digging two more borewells
from April 1. Vasada panchayat
member Ilyas Paraniya said,
“Three tankers are providing
water to Vansda, but it is not
sufficient to meet people’s ne-

District collector Remya
Mohan said, “Water will be
supplied to Vansda and a long-
term plan drawn for undergro-
und water recharge and conser-

vation inthetaluka.”



Above normal monsoon

this year: Pvt forecaster

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In thefirstforecast
by any agency for this year’s
monsoon, a private company
has predicted above normal
and well-distributed rainfail in
the country during the crucial
June-September season.
Foraying into the tricky
field of monsoon forecasting,
Weather Risk Management
Services, a risk management
company that also provides
meteorological services, re-
leased itslongrange prediction
for the rainy season on Friday.
It said rainfall is expected to be
above normal, roughly more
than 104% in most parts of the
country, except the northeast.
The company also re-
leased percentage-wise fore-
casts for each month of the
monsoon season as well as for
each region, but said there
was low confidence on these
numbers at this stage. “At the
moment, we arenot highlight-
ing specific numbers but just
the general direction of the
forecast.” said Kanti Prasad,

HOPES HIGH?

climate scientist at WRMS.
According to the forecast,
all four months of the mon-
soon season are likely to get
above normal rains country-
wide, with June having the
highest positive departure
from normal and September
thelowest. Junerainfall islike-
ly tobe highest from normalin
south, central and northeast-
ern regions, while in north-
west India, July, August and
September are expected to be
wetter than normal, it said.
The prediction should
bring hope for farmers and the
agriculture sector, battered by
consecutive monsoon failures
in the past two years. In2014-15,

agriculture showed negative
growthof -0.25%,and grew ata
modest 1.2% in 2015-16.

The company said it mainly
based its forecast on results
from the dynamical climate
model used by US govern-
ment’s weather agency, NOAA,
which are inthe publicdomain.

The biggest factor favour-
ing good rainfall, WRMS said,
was theprojected weakening of
El Nino conditions. “Most EN-
SO prediction models indicate
continued weakening of E1Ni-
no conditions over the coming
several months, returning to
neutral by late spring or early
summer 2016, and a chance of
La Nina development by fall,”
itsrelease said.

WRMS is the second Indi-
an private company to make
public forecasts on the mon-
soon. Private forecaster Sky-
met has been predicting the
monsoon for a few years now.
Both companies rely on data
from computer models of in-
ternational weather agen-
cies, in contrast to the India
Meteorological Department
which generates its owndata.



Will learn water conservation
from guru Israel: Uma Bharati

MAKING DO WITH LITTLE WATER: I.ESSONS FROM TEL AVIV

India has 18% of the world's population, but .

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: “We have to le-
arnalot from Israel...hum Is-
rael ko apna guru banayenge
(we’ll make Israel our tea-
cher)inthefield of water con-
servation,” said water reso-
urces minister Uma Bharati
on Saturday while announ-
cingthe government’splan to
observe ‘India Water Week’
from April 4 to 8, where Israel
will be the country partner.

The idea of water week,
which is being organised in
the backdrop of an acute wa-
ter crisis in Latur in Maha-
rashtra, is to discuss all issu-
esrelatingto water conserva-
tion and water use efficiency
in domestic, agriculture and
industrial sectors.

Referring to the crisis in
Latur, one of the worst-hit dis-
tricts inparched Marathwada,
Bharatisaid thata fact-finding
team from the central water
commission would visit the
olace to study the severe water
shortage intheregion and find
vays to tackle the problem.
Israel which has long experi-
nce and expertise in mana-

it has only 4% of the world’s water re
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water
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by 2025
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(Source: Ministry of Water Resources; Embassy of Israel, New Delhi

> With a 85% water
recycling rate, country is
world’s number one water
recycler (Spain with 12%
water recycling rate is the
2nd largest water recycler)

> Israell-invented ‘drip
irrigation’ helps achieve
70%-80% of water
efficiency in agriculture —
the highest rate in

the world

> Israel has achieved the
highest ratio in the world
of crop yield per water unit

> Israel’s total water
consumption has remained
the same since the

1960s despite a growing
population and rising
water requirements

ging its water resources can
helpusalot”, said Bharati.
Explaining how Israel co-
uldbeapartnerin promoting
water conservation, Israel’s
ambassador to India Daniel

Carmon said after defence
andagriculture, water would
be the next big collaboration
between the two countries.
Israel’s agriculture mini-
ster Uri Ariel will visit New

Delhi to participate in the
‘India Water Week’ where
the country will organise va-
rious exhibitions, showca-
sing technologies available
for improvingefficiencies.



Punjab, Haryana
get central grant
for potable water

MukesH Ranjan
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 3
Faced with the problem of
fluoride and arsenic material
contaminating their potable
water resources, 15 states are
set to receive a special assis-
tance from the Centre to tide
over the crisis.

The government has
already released 372,676 lakh
for the states following an
advice from NITI Aayog.

In the north, Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan and
Jammu & Kashmir figure on
‘the list and would receive
$3,935 lakh, %266 - lakh,
$43,129 lakh and 347 lakh,
respectively.

A release order (The Tribune
has a copy) issued by the
Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance, said, “The
amount for special assistance
grant is being released on the

examination andrecommenda-

tion by NITI Aayog and the
states need tofollow certain con-
ditions while utilising the fund.”

The states would have to
transfer the amount to imple-
menting agencies within 15
days of its receipt from the
Centre. “Any delay will require
the state governments to
release the grant with interest
at prevalent RBI rate for the
period of default,” it said.

The allocated money shall
only be utilised by the states
for mitigation of drinking
water problems in the habita-
tions affected with arsenic

ﬁgf’fﬂ- T

State-wise alloation

State Grant (¥ in lakh)

Punjab 3,985

Haryana 266

Uttarakhand 82

Jammu & Kashmir 47
Rajasthan 43,129
Telangana 9,051
Karhataka 5,990
Maharashtra 2,408
Bihar 2,283
Andhra Pradesh 2,126
Madhya Pradesh 1,585
Uttar Pradesh 1,339
Odisha 200
Jharkhand 150
Chhattisgarh 105
Total 72,676

and fluoride content, it said.
The guidelines suggest the
states should take up “such
habitations where the entire
population is to be provided
with safe drinking water”,
which should not be less than
8-10 litres per person. Purifica-
tion plants would be set up
with the grant while the cost of
rawwater and electricity would
beborneby state governments.
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Wait over, Naini Lake in North Delhi to finally get a
facelift

HT Correspondent, Hindustan Times, New Delhi | Updated: Apr 02, 2016 00:06 IST

The Delhi government will soon launch a much-awaited revamp of Naini Lake in Model Town in North Delhi.
(Vipin Kumar/HT Photo)
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The Delhi government will soon launch a much-awaited revamp of Naini Lake in Model
Town in North Delhi.

North Delhi Municipal Corporation mayor Ravindra Gupta on Friday met Delhi
government’s tourism minister Kapil Mishra and discussed rejuvenation plans of Naini
Lake that has been pending for close to a year now.

Sources in the government later said that during the meeting it was decided that Delhi
Tourism will work to rejuvenate Naini Lake for boating and other such activities.

Last year, the Delhi government had decided to beautify the lake in a natural manner
and revive it ecologically. The plan did not, however, take off instantly as the lake comes
under the North Delhi Municipal Corporation’s purview but was being maintained by the
Delhi tourism department.

The roadblock in terms of agreement between the two bodies was finally cleared on
Friday, both the corporation and government officials said.

Behind the final agreement is a long campaign for the ecological rejuvenation of Naini
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Lake, and 600 other water bodies in the city.

Residents of Model Town had got together and formed a pressure group that raised
awareness and also organised street plays and signature campaigns for the revamp
plan to be implemented.

The plan of ecological rejuvenation was developed by ecologist CR Babu. It included
introducing specific plants, insects and animals in the lake to clean it and increase the
biodiversity. It also forbid concretisation and restricted water sports.
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