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-insisis rain will
be d&ﬁ(:lent this year

VIBHA SHASMA Bumper isamst
mmm

sr3 WThe tolal SowT: rea as on
With the El Nino conditions m&mﬂﬁ%’aﬁ
strengthening from weaki0 o nactare last year

moderate, the southwest

monsoon is expected to Rioehas beensown on
under-perform in August 22781 lakh hectares, pulses
and Septermber, India Mete. D244 18Kn nectates, coarse
arological _ Department  Coreas 148,49 akh
. hectares, cliseeds 148.52
(FMD) today reiterated its :
takh hectares and cottonin
June predzctmn of deficient 403104 iakh hectares, ind
monsecon this yeal Accord-  eating a burnper harvest
ing to the IMD), the probabil- o
ity of rains being below nor- variation in the Pacific Ocean)
mal is very high (86%). have strengihened fromweak
“Quantitatively, the rainfall o moderate jevel and thereis
over the country as a whole a 72% probability of Ei Nino
during the second haif of the conditions to become strong
season (August to Sepiem- during remaining part of the
ber) is likely to be 84% of the  IONSOON SEASOT.
LPA (ong period average) However, there is also 86%
with a model esror of pius or ity of current neuiral
minus 8% Rainfall during Indian Ocean Bipole (another
August is likely to be 90 plus factor affecting monsoon) con-
or minus 9% of the LPA ag ditions focantinue fortherestof
| wasforecastin June. Thesea the season. Private forecaster
| son{Juneto September} rain- Skymet had lowered its full sea-
fajl over the country as a son Forecast for the 2015 south:
whote is lkely o be 88% of west monsoon season from
LPA with a model error of 162 of the LPA 1o 88% with a
phus or minus 4% as was fore- mode exror of 4%. For August,
cast in June,” the IM said. Skymed said rains woukibe927%
According {0 the IMB, from ofthe LPA and fr September it
Apri to July ¥l Nino condi- would be 112%of the LEA, both
ﬁJ tons {sea surface temperature with an error margin of %%
* T Re % o"r L | N
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(:aII to save waterb

G. Venkataramana Rao

he Andhra Pradesh Government is
planning te divert most of the rivu-
jets and drains that pour into the
Kolleru lake, a protected wildiife
sanctuary, and instead route them
to the Polavaram Right Main Canal
(PREMC). Environmentalists sus-
pect that this is abackdeor move to
reduce the size of the Kolleru iake.

As per the international Ramsar
Cenvention, inflows to a protected
wetland cannet be diverted for oth-
er purposes,

The government is building the
Polavaram Right Main Canal
(PRMC) to irrigate the Krishna
delta. But in deing so, two rivulets,
Budameru and Tammileru, and 70
drzins major and minor drains, will
cease to flow into the Kolierw.

i the inflows into the lake have
to be protected, the government
would have to construct undertun-
nels for these sivalets and drains to
continue to flow into the Xolleru
izke as they do now. According to
the Irrigation Department, they
currently supply 111 lakh cusecs,
that is 9.6 tmcft, to K{)iiem per
year,

Undertunsel

But the government is loath to
huilding the undertunnel and
would rather let them drain into
the PRMC,

On more than one occasion,
Chief Minister Chandrababu Nai-
du has spoken of diverting water
from these streams while not men-
tioning the damage it would cause

THE GOVERNMENT HAS NO RIGHT 10
OIVERT INFLOWS AWAY FROM THE
KOLLERU WITHOUT STUOVING ITS
ECOLOGICAL IMPACT

PLAN TO DIVERT RIVULETS THAT POUR INTO KOLLERU LAKE

ydy

R

Kolleru is one of the largest freshwater lakes in India.
1t is an important wetland with as many as 257 water
Jowl, 81 of them migratory. - proto: cH, viJAYA BHASKAR

to the Kodlern ecology. He is under
pressure to supply irrigation fo the
farmers of the Krishna delta to

-make up for the lack of reliable

suppiies from the Krishna basin,

The government has been lobby-
ing the Union Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests for the
shrinkage of the lake. Cutof of in-
flows to the Kolleru will aid the
government’s declared intention of
resizing the lake down fmm con-
tour +5 to contour +3,

Koileru is oné of the largest
freshwater lakes in india It is an

- important wetland with as many as
- 257 water fowl, 81 of them migrato-

ry. The lake is a roosting spot for
the grey pelican, Kolleru was desig-
nated a2 Ramsar wetland in 2002,
Though it was pratected up to con-
tour +10 by the international con-
vention, the Central and State

Governments have been able to
protect it only until contour +8
by declaring it a wildlife
sanctuary. -

Patanjali Sastry, an environ-
mental activist wh has pet-
itioned the Supreme Court
challenging the bid o resize the
lake, says the governmenthasno
right to divert inflows away from
the Kollern without studying the
ecological impact of it. This will
iead to a gradual drying up of the
lake, he warns,

Mr. ‘Sastry says diversion of
water on the scale the Chief
Minister is proposing is not an
easy matter. A detailed study of
the likely impact of the diversion
on downstream areas would
have to be conducted first, he
said. “He has no right to do it,”
Mr. Sastry said.




Flood situation in Bengal grim,

death toll rises to

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA: The flood situation
in West Bengal remained #rim
on Monday as the barrages in
the State and adjoining areas
discharged more water. Ac.
cording to the State govern-
ment officials, among athers
Damodar Valley Corporation {
DV} has released over 1 lakh
cusees of water since Sunday
midnight,

The death toll due to the
floods has increased te 69
while 2.1 lakh people have
been sheitered in over 1,500
relief camps in the Stale
About 37 lakh people in 12 dis-
tricts of tlie State have been
affected by the floods.

- Along with 19 teams of Na-
tional  Disaster Response
Force { NDRE), the Army has
been assisting in flood relief
and reseue operations, Army
personnel have been deployed
at Bardhaman district one of
the worst affected districts of
the State.

At least 47 rnicipalities,
210 blocks and 9,691 viflages
of the State have heen affeoted
by rising waters. Thousands of
acres of standing crops have
been destroyed.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, who visited food af-
fected district of Nerth 54
Parganas, blamed the release
of water from barrages for the
deterioration of the situation,

“The flood situation has im-
proved in Birbhum and M-
shidabad districts, whereus
condition in Bardhaman con-
tinues to be the same,” Ms.
Baneriee toid mediapersons
before beginning her tour of
Ashoknagar i North 24
Parganas.

“The floeding in Hooghly
ané¢ Howrah distriets has

- ﬁ';\(‘f

i

Children

worsened and will deteriorate
abit further ag DVC (Damodar
Valley Corporation) has re-
leased more water,” she said,
Ms. Banerjee announced a
compensation of Rs, 4 Iakh to
the families of these killed in
the fioods.

Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Odhisha also affected
PTlreports from New
Delhi:

In Gujarat, 71 people have
lost their lives due to foods in
14 districts where 40 lakh peo-
ple were aifected. More than

9, lakhs hit

sit on the roof of a kouse in a
village in Murshidabad on Monday. - sroto: omi i

flooded

10 Iakh food packets have been
distributed to the victims.

In Rajasthan, 28 deaths
have been reported during the
past few days owing to heavy
rainfall and flaods. More than
630 people have been rescued
from various districts in Ra-
Jasthan. Relief materials have
been distributed,

In Odisha, 4,806,399 people
were affected by the floods |
which has elaimed five Fives so |
far. The Union Home Minister i
Singh spoke to Odisha Chief |
Minister Naveen Patnaik and
reviewed the flood situation.

~ Soumya Das

KOLKATA: A recent report
submitted by the South 24
Parganas district admisnis-
tration to the State govern-
ment has revealed that at
least 8 lakh peaple in eight
blocks in the Sunderbans
area are viinerable to cy-
ciones and foods.

The report paints a sorry
Ficture of the fisod and <y-
clone sheiters in these

‘Sunderbans vulnerable’

blocks. In the district 13
blocks  are in  the
Sunderbans.

According fo the report,
of the 23 traditional Sood
shelters in the district, sev-
en are in s “dilapidated”
condition, twe are “dam-
aged” and two others are in
need of repairs. As per the
repori, the flood shelter in
the Kantamari ares under
the Kultal biock seers to
exist only on paper.
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New Dethi: Delhi's alariningly
paar air qualiy las bheen mak
ing headlines round the workd.
Sedentific reparls  and  festl
monies of people have given
enangh proaf of the respiratary
and  cardiovasculal  diseases
lioth children and adislls have
heen suffering from. Even step-
ping o1t for & marning walk, a
cvele ride or g trin 1o the market
canake yanzsiek. Against such
a gloamy backdrep. TOD has
heen intraspecting an whatl can
he done while the state govern-
menl, Cenlre and judiciary are
engaged in debating and driving
policies 1o iimprove air guality
Perhans, lhe most effective
step thal one can fake to Improve
air quality is to plant saplings
and nurture them till they graw
into hig trees. This can prolectus
and the fnture
generations

e R R L T LR R R
al spiritual organizations-
will arganize plantation dri
al Sanjav Fake in Maviy Vihar
Phase D Sectar s, Dwaorkas
district park in Kalkail {Aasiha
Iy Sidhale village, NH1, G
T Road; Vishal Bagh ta Ghaga
Crassing: Bakell villape, NHL
T Road: angd Seetor 28, Ro-
hinl. More than 2,000 saplings
of Deihl's native species will he
ntanted in each area.

Liewtenant  gavernar
Najeeh Jung will in
alngurate the drive an
Fuesday & Sanjay Lake
in Mayur Vihar, Phase
ik Residents and ¢hil-
dren from i sehools
will he planting saplings
nere.

Thaugly air pollutian
can primarily be checked by reg-
whating 18 soulees, sioh as veli-
oles, flermal
rwer planls,

fram ihe ad : , burning  of
verse effects o waste  such
aft air pailn- as dry leaves
tionr.  These ar garbage,
irees can dlse ang dust. sel-
make neigh- ey eniists  aud
boyrh aoi’ls Delhi Development Authority  cxperls 1O
wss seorche conslilted

ing in simnmer by improving he
Iniera-climate. They wili atiract
a variety o hirds, linprave hio-
diversity and restrict desertifica-
tion in Deinl

With this aljective in mind
we are launching a TO! Green
Preive with Here MatoCorp and
lhe Belhi Development Author-
ity (DAY on Angust 4. H alims L
Ihant at esst ane lakbh saplings
o August 30 i Tipat Valley i
Maidan Garhl, south Delhi a
partaf the Delhi ridge.

in the runup o the big
olantation day thatl s likely io
ses participation of more than

said plantations can have mnk-
tiple benefits &1 Delhi's degrad-
ing enwireninent.

R Babu, Professar Ewerl
tug, Belhi University, and the
brain bellind the hiadiversity
parks in the eity, believes apart
from reviving several Aravait
forest species, the plantalian
drive ean oven bring back aul-
mals and bird species that dis
Apmeared long ago.

“Greenery can help in ihree
ways. I can redice the urban
heal iskand effecl which causes
alt pollutian levels tovise. Groen
belts can slop the windhlown

Sidhola ;.

; 5; village

Vishii Bagh to ;;aimﬂ
Ghoga Cressing village
Sec2s
Rohint  goc g
Rehini \_
7 PM2.5 i
{24-Hour Average) -
9 Days In Different
o AQI Categories
sSanfay Lake :
Py, For Delhi
o ?’
District Park ~
5 Kalkaj by T
Tiipath Valley, Y Good
Devi 1 %2
. Critical Very Poor
AQ Bir Quabity ndex: PM23: Fine, respirable pollution particles
) 4 Source: SAFAREMOES- T IMD

dust from entering the eliy or
nelglibourhaods, . af eaurse.
alisorbs ecarban dioxide which
is & greenbause gas. there are
500 1Ay ways planiations can
felp” said Gufran Belg, project
direclor Svata of Aly Quality
and Westher Forecasting and
Resoarcll (SAFAR).

13ellii suifers massively from
e urhan heat isiand phenom-
endll-certain urban areas are
exflemely I eompared to oth-
ers willt kess calleretizaiian or
nlere greel cavern A study by
Indian Inslitute af Techuaiagy
for instance, had fuund several
Parts of Delhi were stoling in
suinner. Canndight Place,
Sitarainl  Bazar awnd  Bhikaji
Cama Place, for instanece. had
recorded a difference of about
8.3 degree Celsius In tempera-
iure from thelr surrolmding

ONCE THESE SAPLINGS GROW INTO TREES iN A FEW YEARS, THE AIR AND LOCAL
CLIMATE IN TILPAT VALLEY WILL IMPROVE CONSIDERABLY

= Trees wil absorb a lot of carbon dioxide
from air and reduce dust

- Foliage will block suniight, and
evaporation from leaves will increase
the cooling effect

tocalized heating that ocours o
due to exvessive congretization—
called urban heat island effect—wiil
come down

| Foliage will atse act as buffer against noise
§ Variety of birds and wildlife might increase

Eroston will reduce and land will
become more fertile as some plants fix
nitrogen in soil white decaying matter

.y {humus)adds carbon

The valley, being a low-lying area,
will be a natural ralnwater harvesting
.4 and groundwater recharge site

areas. Oome, a hghly hazard-
Gls gas. is Knawn ta rise i1y heat
isiands because it's created due
1o clemical reactions between
oxides of niivagen. volatile o
panie eompoureds and carhan
manaxide in lhe presence of
spmbigi] and high temperatice.
PM2.E particles also renain sis-
pended in the heat at fhese pol
ftien heispals,

A LIS Forest Serviee and Dav-
ey lnstitule sindy on impact af
irees ol PMLS (fine, respirahie
pallation particles) faund that
urhia frees and foresis are sav-
ing an average ab one Hie evory
vl per eity In New Yok City
lrees save an average of eight
lHves every year by cauniering
narticulate pollntion. Belhi, af
ten deseribed ta be a harsh ety
Lheeanse of its extreme and pro-
tomged sulmnen regrires shade,

tirban foresls ecan create the
muech-needed canapy cover and
a earban sink, hring back birds,
graw firiits and flawers and
bring dawll the temperature in
e area.

Soviramnenlalisls  are o
cited that the TOI Green Drive
wi help rejuvenate a part af
e Delhi ridge that has became
highiy degraded over the vears.
Wedged befween Sainik Farmns
ansd Ascla Bhatti wildhile Sanc-
mary. the 80ha Tilpal Valley is
myartant lecanse of its ability
o retain waler in several natnral
deep pits n the area. The caich-
menl has degraded because of
the shrinking forest caver hers.

The 7O Green Prive is sup-
pevied by BLE Super Specially
Hespital as medical parinen
WWE-India as NGO partner
and Times NIE,

Fhuitos Yogesh Kemar




DDA biodiversity
project to kick oft

Tutis News NETWORK

New Delhi: The TOI Green Drive
at Tipat Vallew bordering the
Asala Bhatt? wildlife sanetuary
where aboui ane fakh saplings w i
be phanted on Angust A wiliina
way stgral the beghining of DDAs
Tilpat Valley biodiversity park
nroject.

This plantation s unique be
cange it will volve revivine forest
spectes from varions paris af the

woutld ensure ihe rieh bodiversity
of the Aravalis which is inoreas
ingly getring degraded 18 recreated
and protected o Fipat Valiey

Tiipat Valiey is alse one of the
deepest parts of Delthi H can act
as a water vecharge zone for south
Dethil, according to CR Babil Pro-
fessor Hmerirus and head of the
Center for Environmental Man
agement of Depraded Beosystemms
(CEMDE) He is the brain behind
this park being developed.

“There are & fow scattered trees
of vilayti keekar or prosopis jnil
{lori, an invasive species, in Tilpat
Valley now and some weeds and
grasses foo. The area is very im-
portan hecatse 1 has gentlo slopes
and some flattened ridges. They
can act as gronnd water recharge
weles, We will plant 58 biologieal
comminities bere,” sald Bai,

The one lakh saplings that will
be planted on Augnst 30 will be of
56 to &0 snch native Aravali spe
cies, “Onn strategy s 1o plant 25040
i 8000 saplings in each hectare
We will ensure ihat these ecologl-
cal commmnitics do not compete
with each other for soil, waier and
other resourees hut epexist. For at
least fwo years. fhese piantations
will need a lot of care and protee
Hon with vegular watering and a
noundary wall o barbed wire to
keep the cattle away nitially water
will be stored at the site v & fank
but later rainwater stored in the
deep pits here will he used for the
dry season,” added Babuw,

Tilpat Valley will start provid-
ng its ecological service to Dethi
in 1 years when the canapy height
of these saplings reach 25 te 30 feet.
“There ave seversl benofits that
this park will previd. -improve
weather conditions; egsine grealer

shausiraiiom Arys Prahiars)

Dhaic Khejri
Karthai Haldy
Kizll Jungi
Sala | Kadamb
plant 1 lakh trees at Tilpath
Valiey, Block M, Devli, Salnik

Farms, right next {o lgnou
; S 'W

‘mi EELFLE =
?or more details log on to.
tolin/greendrive

facebook.com/
{oigreendrive

twitter.com/
{oigreendrive

water recharge: act as @ physical
barrier o dust: provent dry weath-
e through franspiration: aet as a
CO2 sink with the humis in the
seil seting a8 a petmanent stove for
carbon; absarb seversl pothutants:
and. most Imporiantly act as a
hahita for carniverss,” explained
Bahi whese teqn s very excited
aboud the possibilities,

The park can be a true wildhife
habitat where anlmals ke leop-
ards and hyenas won't just visit
bt st believes the CEMDE team.
Since Asola Bhattt sanetuary bar
ders THpat, it can aot as a wildlife
corridor tao, “Tilput Valiev nsed
i have springs long ago. We plan
to revive these too” Babn's team
melnies said,

Recreational pubiic zones and
wilkways ot the periphery will be
developed enee the park s ready
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Floods are manmade

SIR, Recent reports inyour pa-
per do suggest that the floods in
West Bengal have been caused
either by breaches in the em-
bankments or the flow of rivers
over the side-bunds and into
the countryside. The Chief
Minisier has plamed iton the
wnusually heavy rainfalli; and
yet water has been released
from barrages. To keep herseif
in the clear, she is ntenton
blaming the vagaries of Nature :
and the DVC for releasing water  the KMC or the state adminis-
from the dams. The fact of the  irators;the fioods have caught
matter is that floods inIndia everybody off guard. The Oppo-

are generally manmade and sition ought not 10 potiticise a
hence preventabie. Hreaches natural calamity Even after
gceurin embankments on act three days, paris of Kolkata are
count of outdated technology. still submerged. This is inex-
Rivers overflow because of cusable, If the Chiief Minister
their limited capacity (cubat- and other ministers visit the
ure), which in turn is caused by fiooded areas immediately, it

a rise in the level of the river- wili only deflect the attention of

bed as the catchment sediment the district administrations. 1
setties down. Both factors are They can well direct rescue and 1
peyond human control. It is relief operations from the H |
time for innovations in arosion administrative headquarters in v
controt and flood management. Kolkata. Staying up thenightat th

The bunds shouid be breach- Nabanna and the KMC head- pr
resistant. lna democratic coun- quariers will not help the gov- h
try itisa preach of trust if ev- ernment to deliver ap
ery MOnsoon is marked by the Yours, etc., Tusar Kanti Kar, Dt
loss of Hife and property. Cura- Howrah, 3 August. i
tive technology is a8 important E
as flood relief.

Yours, elc., SB Chattopadhyay,

Kolkato, 3 August.

NIGHT AT NABANNA

SIR, There i8N0 point blaming

Cowpring i, Yt
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Dry spell dashes farmers’
given by light rains

C.R. GOWRI
SHAN
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2.

KER | DO

Frratic rains and long
dry spelis have cast a

shadow over the Kharif

season in Telangana.
 While farmers and
agriculiure officials are
worried, they have not
given up hopes of good
rains mm the coming
days. Farmers who had
sowed crops had found
some relief due fo light
showers during the Go-
davari Pushkaraiu, bui
gfter thut the monsoon
seems o have vanished,
ieaving rainfed crops
under moisture stregs.
Agcording to the Tela-
ngana Agrictiture depa-
riment, 66 per cent of
the crop area has -been
sown so far As against
the total season noymal
of 4143,302 hectare in
nine districts of the
state barring Hydera-
pad, so far, the area sown
as on date is 2741261
hectare. : :

The sowings ranged
from 50 per cent in Kha-
mmam, 5% per cent in
Mahbubnagar, 62 per
cent ii: Ranga Reddy fo
78 per cent in Nizam-
abad and 8% per cent in
Adilabad. Agriculiure
minister Pocharam Srin-
ivas Reddy is monitoring
the sifuation and is hop-
ing for rains in the days
fo come,

“The situation is not so
good, There has been a
long dry speli, which is
affecting crops, especial-

Distrlet

Soason normal _Total Area sown. |~ The siuation is

@ Ranga Reddy 1,90,838 117625~ . . . Hotvery §ood.
m Nizamabad __3,27,664 254488 :ﬂmmm
 mMsdak 434541 276204 TS,
m Mahbubnagar 7,31 B30 431712 sspecially ‘
w Nalgonda 5,25 371 328970 paddy.
mWarangal . 505,756 3,20,642 e JHANSI
m Khammam 348,706 1,74,188 LAKSHMI,
m Karimnagar 514,953 - 358,408 degutyidtrﬁctor‘
mAdiabad 563,640 479023 _ Ryl
TDTAL 41,43,302 27.41,261 ties Evaluation

P

Iy paddy The irrigated
area has 90 per cent
paddy crop. Paddy sow-
ings will continue tifl
Augast 15, As long as
there is inflow of waters,
there is no problem,” Ms
Jhans! Lakshmi, deputy
direcior of agricidture,
Nuatural Calamities
Evaluation Celi, told this
newspaper.

Agriculture  officer
Vijay Kumar, who is
monitoring the situa-
tion, said contingency
plans woitld be put in
piace i the dry spell cen-
tinued.

*The paddy crep is at
the transpiantation sta-
ge to tillering stage in

assured irrigation sou-

rees. Cotton, jowar, red

gram, greundnut, turm-

eric, sugarcarde and oth-

er crops are at the vege-
tative stage. Green gram,
wiack gram, sovbean is
at a vegetative to flower-
ing stage. Malze is at a
knee high stage. Due fo
less and uneven distri-
bution of rainfail in the
state, rainfed crops are
facing moisture stress
symptoms In some
places,” an agricuiliure
official said.

From June 1 tiil date,
the six districts of Niza-
mabad, Medak, Karim-
nagar, Ranga Reddy,
Hlyvderabad and Muhb-
ybnagar recorded deficit
rainfail. Adilabad and
Nalgonda had normal
rainfall while
Warangai and
Khammeam
had excess
rainfall.

ell

This has affected sow-

ings.

Adilabad is the ondy
district, which recorded
76 to 100 per cent rain-

'fal], and has normal

crops coverage. The cov-
erage ai Ranga Reddy
Nizamabad, Medak,
Mahbubnagar, Nalgo-
nda, Warangal and Kari
mnagar area ranges
from 51 to T8 per cent
while Khammam hasthe
tenst crop coverage with
26 to 50 per cent.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2
The BMD's forecast of a deficient rainfall
this vear is appearing to hold true for
Telangana.

Senior officials from IMD maintain
that the ELNino effect may sirength

en
forther in the second part of the
Southwest Monsoon geason, “The
felangana region has received 19 per
cent less than normal raing so far in the
last two months. This was predicted in
the beginning of the season, As per the
forecast, the coming fow days will wit-
ness lght to moderate rains accompa-

nied by thundershowers af izolated
places,” said assistant meteorologist M.
Narasimha Rao.

As per the IMD forecast, the first four
days of August are expected to bring nor-
mal rainfall to northern parts of
Telangana, whereas the rest of the week
is expected to be af least 5 per cent less
than normal.

rhis might further worsen as the El
Nino impact is more likely to be seen in
the second part of the Monsoon season,
IMD officials said, .
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Drought brings AP
down to dry earth
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2

The IMIY's forecast of & deficient rainfail
this year is appearing to hold true for
Telangana.

Senior officials from IMD maintain
thai the El-Nine effect may strengthen
further in the second part of the
Southwest Mongoon season. “The
Telangana region has received 19 per
cent less than normal rains se far in the
last two months. This was predicted n
the beginning of the seasorn. As per the
forecast, the coming few days will wit-
ness 1ight to moderate rains accompa-
nied by thundershowers at isclated
places,” said assistant meteorologist M.
Narasimha Rao.

Ag per the IMD forecast, the first four
days of August are expected to bring hor
mai rainfall fo northern parts of
Telangana, whereas the rest of the week
iz expected to be at lsast § per cent less
than normat.

This might further worsen as the Eb
Nino impact is more likely to be seen in
the second part of the Monscon season,
IMD officials said.

ey

M. ROUSHAN ALI | BC

© HMYDERABAD, AUG. 2

Several mandals in
Andhra Pradesh are
staring at yet another
drought. Due to deficit
rainfail, the area sownh
in the state is only 12.87
lakh hectares as on
date as against the nor-
mal area of 42.56 lakh
hectares for the season.

Though officials of
the agriculture depart
ment are in a positive
frame of mind over
increasing the area of
sowing as south west
monsocon extends up to
Aug. end and Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Karnataka are
known to receive good
rains in the last month
of Southwest Monsoon,
sources sald cofficials
are only being opti-
mistic as the situation
on the ground is really
bad,

fven this 12.87 lakh
hectares sowing, which
accounts for only 30 per
cent of the toial area

that is nermally cov- .

ered by sowing during
Kharif, was done due {0
good rains in June ie
the beginning of South-
west monseon.

After June, there has
been a jong iull. Tho
ugh there has been lit-
tle spells of rains in
Judy, it is not signifi-
cant and can be termed
as & dry spell. e {o
deficit rainfall, further

Diszrict } Seasaa ‘norial Totai hfea sown
Srikakuiam 245,339 79,661
Vizianagaram 204,171 64,547
Visakhapatnam 204,914 70,205
Fast Godavari 262,550 1,19,839
West Godavard  2,79,361 1,29,331
Krishna 3,506,647 114,138
Guntur 5,35,101 1,45879
Prakasam 2,30,266 45,429
Neilors 86,138 36,087
Kumool 6,006,069 1,08,085
Anantapur 8,83 591 210,816
Kadapa 1,60,(21 26,236
Chittoor 2.07 498 1,368,795
Total 472.55,664 - 12,86.848.

(Figures are in hectares)

sowing could not be
taken up and now offi-
cials are preparing the
farmers at the ground
level to go for short
duration and contin-
gency crops for which
seed supply to the dis
tricts is in progress.

“Tt is too early o say
that drought has hit the
state. Yes the situation
at the ground level is
not good but we have
Aug, during which the
state gets rains. We are
confident that even the
crop sown area will
inerease during Aug. as
rains come. Kharif sea
sont extends from June
to Oct. end and not
everything is lost.” T

Vijay Kumar special
chief secretary, Agric
ulture and Cooperation
{Agriculture) Departm
ent, said. .

Experts said the
Southwest Monsoon is
erucial for agricultwre
sector and entered AP
on June 12 and spread
over the entire state by
June 13 exeept in Srika
kulam district where it
entered on June 22

South-costal and
Rayalaseema  region
recorded deficient rain-
fall of minus 42 per
cent, The overall state
average rainfall from
June 1 to July 29 s 223
mm againgt a normal of
238 mom.



AYESHA
MINHAZ | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2

Ruyalaseema  has
been the worst impa
cted region this year till
now among AP and TS, The
subdivision has recorded 36
per cent less than normal
rains ti} now this season,
Though there were fairly
widespread rains in
Rayalaseema after the onset

mansoon, i has largely
b(,en inactive after that.
Aceording to IMD, coastal
AP received 12 per cent more
than normal rain til now
Around 50 days of the south
west monsoon season are
still left. Hewvy rain will
geour af isolated places inthe
districts of Srikakulam,
Viztanagaram, Visakhapat
nam. East and West Goda-
vari, Krishna and Guntur of
ecoastal AP for the next 24

hours, but this will subside
soon, 1MD officisls said

According to 1MD infer- 10,
ence, for the first four days, Gu.mur. 919: Rayalasaemaﬁ
there will be isolated to scant  Krshna +11: Anantapur 00
;‘am in Ruavalsseema and  Nellore .38 Chittoor -8
argely scunt rains in coastal Cadda ah 33
Andhra Pradesh. While the | (akasam Kamogi 55
second week of August looks  Srikakulam +
optimistic for Ravalaseema  yipag +45: 2N0 WEEK OF
vegion. current forecasts pre- o "AUG. MAY
dict around B per cent less ViZianagaram +28: 'BRING RAIN TO
than normal rains for coastal  Wast Godavarl + g RAYALASEEMA

AP as per IMD

Less rainfall
takes a toll on
AP revenues

S.N.C.N. ACHARYULU | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2

Andhra Pradesh government
i worried ower the prevail
ing drought situation for sec
ond consecutive year The
officials said the drought sif-
uation will have cascading
¢ffect on the state govern-
ment revenue as well as on
the people.

Oificials suid about six dis
tricts are facing drought sttu-
ation in the state. Due io
drought, the production of
food graing will come down.
At the same time per capifa
income and Gross Domestie
production will also come
down.

The state’s revenue throngh
Vat and execise will have great
impact. The state is geting
#2500 crore from Vat and ab-
ot 800 crore through excise
department every month. If
the people lTack purchasing
pmwz. the sales of various

.&‘?‘ﬁj goods
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will come down, and as a
result, the siate govern
ment's revenue through Vat
will have # negative impact.

The government has to dep-
end for funds on the Centre
or horrowings. In the first
guarter, the government's
own tay and non- fax reverye
ig not bad. Compared to last
June, this year state govern
ment got around 1,200 crove
more revenye. But in the
coming months the state gov-
ernment will face financial
erisis due to drought.

AP finance minister Yana-
mala Ramakrishiredy said if
there 1s severe drought situa.
tion it wiil impd{,t the state
government's revenue. He
said, the business activity
will come down governme-
nt's ineome will r@dw,e and
expendityre will increase.
However, Mr Ramakrish-
mudn soid it is too early fo
predict on drought sifaation
and have to wait and watch
for some more thne

DROUGHT
STATISTICS

MANDALS IN AP

2009; 626 mandals
2011: 409 mandals.
2613; 123 mandals,
2814: 238 mandals

2015

Almost all mandals in
six districts of
Prakasam, Nellore,
Chittoor, Kadapa,
Anantapur and Kurmoo!
are star;ng at ctroa%h
*‘n 3 &

“c

.
ok
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TS earnings safe as
agri contributes little

k. VENKAT RAM my {DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2 -~ -

The drought conditions in

the state for the second con- .

secutive year will not have
much of an impact on the
state’s revenues, feels the
Telangana government. The
reason, the contribution of
agricuiture sector for the
Gross State Domestic
Produet (GSDP) is Hftle over
17 per cent, and has beenon a
decline since 1995, .

The state’s economy at pres-
ent is primarily driven by the
services and indusiry sector
But the government is more
cencerned about farmers and
the raral economy if there is
a drought again this year,

The new state of Telangana
aiready holds the dubious
distinction of standing sec-
ond in the countyy for farm-
ers’ suicides last year, as per
data refeased by the National
Crime Records Bureau
{NCRRB}.

The government is worried
that more farmers may com-
mit suicides this year i the
monsoon fails as they had
already invested a lot in

28 KANIZA GARARI | DC
BB +YDERABAD, AUG. 1

RISE IN MOSQUITO
DENSITY TRIGGERS
FEAR OF DISEASES

creps due to good rains in
. dune.

The cyops, however, are fail-
ing due to a dry July

“Telangana registered a
GSDP of nearly 24 lakh crore
in 2614-15. The economy grew”
by 5.2 per cent over 2013-14.
This was becanse of the 9.7
per cent growth witnessed
in the services sector, The
agriculiure secior mean-
while declined by 21.3 per
cent,” said finance minis-
ter Etela Rajender

He said the services sec-
tor had confributed 57
per cent fo the GSDP
while it was only 179
per cent from agricui-
tare and 25 per cent

from industry

The ‘gap has only
widened over the
years. However, he

said, it's not about rev-
enues, but the govern- | . o~
o ™
ment was concerned . ;
about large scale
migration of people
from villages to
towns in search
of livelthoods in
case of drought.

Godavarl hkel to

i The dry spell of July has led
to an increase in mosguite
density in the city resulting
in a spurt in dengue apd
* malaria. Ciy hospitals regis-
tered four to five cases of
dengue every week in July
Senior paediatrician Dr
Mohammed Altaf  said,
“Dengue Iz increasing.
GHMC officers have to ens-
ure that they register cases
properly sc that they can
1dentify endemic areas.”
Leaking drains, road works
angd broken water p}pelmes
are creating puddles in resi:
dential aress. Paediatrician
Dr Farhan Merchant said,
“The early onset of dengue
indicates that it must be
monitored properly But the
GHMC is not serious.”

e O

make Krlshna boom

Ch. V.M, KRISHNA
RAQ|DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 2

The AP government is
planning to divert 8,000
cusecs of Godavari wa-
ter per day to Prakasam
barrage from August 15
through Pattiseema Lift
Scheme. H that materi-
alises, it will be a boon
for the 13 lakh acres un-
der Krishna Delta pre-
senily cfaving for water,

With the inflows reac-
hing Prakasam in early
July, farmers started

Ky

sowing seed beds and at
some piaces, started tra-
nsplantation of paddy
But after a few days,
the inflows to Prakasam
barrage stopped, fore
ing the farmers in area
under irrigation in dis-
tress. If the Godavart
water reaches Prak-

~asam through Pattise-

ema, there will be no
problem for Krishna
Delta this season, thou-
gh remaining area
under various Krishna--
based proiects will face
probiems.

. S
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Bengalflood situation remains grim

KOLKATA, AUGUST 3
With fresh discharge of
water from the barrages
and continuing high tide,
. the fliood situation in south
Bengal remained grim
today as the death foli
mounted fo 69 while 3.63

Rajib Baneriee said, "Even
though there was reduced
rainfzll foday, the situa-
tion remained unchanged
in Burdwan, Hooghly,
Howtah, West Midnapore
and East Midnapore dis-
iricts because of fresh

lakh people {ook shelfer in  release of water following
2213 relief camps in 12 heavy tains in -upper
affected districts, catchment greas.” The dis-

Twenty-one fresh deaths
were reported {oday from
the affected distriets, tak-
ing the toll {o 69, Disaster
Management Depariment
sources said, adding that
incidents of lighfening,
wall collapse, electrocu-
tion, snakebite  and
drowning were to blame
for the fatalities,

"Alogether 2,213 relief
camps have been set up {o
shelier over 3.683 lakh
marooned people and 461
medical camps opened,” the
sources said. The ftotal
number of affecied people
was nearly 52 lakh.

The sources said 55,899
houses were damaged and
2,172,488 Thouses were
destroved partly. Crop
over an area of 518,173
hectares was damaged
due ic the floods.

Siate Irrigation Minister

tricts of South 24.Par- _

ganas, North 24-Parganas,
Nadsa, Murshidabad,
- Bankurz and Rirbhum
were the other badly
affected regions, he said.

"The situation remained . '

unchanged in the affected

disiricts mainly bechuse

of high tide and release of
water from different bar.
rages. However; the situa-
tion is likely to improve
after the discharge of
water from the barrages is
controlled,” Rajib Baner-
iee said.

Chief Minister Mamata
Baneriee reviewed the lat-
est flood situation n a
meeting with senior offi-
cials at the state secretariat.

Last night, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh had
spoken to the CM over
phone enquiring about the
iatest flood situation. PTI

IN NUMBERS

g 12,213 relief camps set
up'in 11 districts

55,899 holises © -

damaged completely -

-+ 3,63 lakh people given
shelter in the camps

2.72 lakh houses -
destroved partly -

464 medical camps
| have beer opened

crop area damaged

5.18 iakivhectares of
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Death toll in WB ﬂoods crosses 50

Staff Reporter

“u i

The Damodar Valley

KOLKATA: With seven more Corporationhas
deaths reported on Sunday, started releasing
the toll in the fioods in West “water from two dams
Bengal over the past few days WaieT 1o L
has crossed 50, ' é;splacmg many

The latest casualties were people from thelr
reported in North 24 Parga- lands

nas, Bankura and Murshida-
bad districts,

In Manipur, at least 20
were kifled in a landsiide at
Zoumoal village in Chandel
district, the police said. Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee has
condoled the deaths in the
two States.

Four persons were kilied in
s lightning strike at Dakshin
Akhratola village in the Sand-
eshkhali area of Bashirhat
sup-division in the southern

part of West Bengal., skies and isolated rain in a
“Fight persons were play- few places. But overall there
ing in 2 field when they were is no forecast of heavy rain,” !

strazck by lightning While
four were deciared brought
dead at the district hospital in
Bashirhat, the others are crit-
ically injured and undergoing
treatment,” Additional Su-
perintendent of Police, North
Parganas, Bhaskar Mukher-
jee said.

In Bankura, a middie-aged
man was crushed todeathasa
wall coliapsed onhim, the po-
lice said.

In Murshidabad, a child
was killed in a similar manner
in the Farakka police station
area, On Saturday, seven per-
sons were kifled in Purba Me-
dinipur, Paschim Medinipur,
Nadiz and Kolkata,

The Damodar Valiey Cor-

BEEP iN TROUBLE: People wade through foodwaters
Jollowing incessant rain in Thoubal district of
Manipur on Saturday.- suoro: pmi

poration, which operates sev-
ersl power stations on the
Damodar river, has started
releasing water from two
dams, displacing many people
from their jands.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee held & high-level meet-
ing with State officials herein
the afterncon, “Various dis-
tricts such as Murshidabad,
Bardhaman, Howrash, Hoogh-
ly and North and South 24
Parganas are affected. We
have already deployed disas-

ter management teams there
on a war footing,” she toid
Presspersons.

Voicing her concern, she
said the situation was dete-
riorating every day as more
areas were getting inundated,
She has postponed here trip
to the northern districts.

Ms. Banerjee, who eatier
said omly the State govern-
ment would distribute relief
material, urged other politi-
cal parties and non-govern-
mental organisations toassist

in the reiief and rescue

operations,

{solated rain likely

‘The regional weather office ;
said Cyclope Komen, which !

had earlier furned into a deep
depression, had weakened in-
to a low-pressure system and

had gone te Jharkhand. “We |

are expecting partly cloudy

senior meteorciogist D. Prad-
han said.

Kolkata received 23.1 mm.
of rain in the 24 hours to 5.30
p.m. on Sunday.

The depression formed
over Jharkhand and adioin-
ing Gangetic West Bengal
moved west-southwestwards
and was centred on Gangetic
West Bengal and adjoining
Jharkhand, about 70 km east-
northeast of Ranchi this
moraing,

As & result, the westher
may deteriorate over the next
few days and rain would cc-
eur at most places over Gan-
getic West Bengal during the
next 24 hours, an official re-
Iease said,
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of -monsocon, it has largely

hours, but this will subside

- Seema worst hit with -36% rainfall

COASTAL AP (%)

MINFI;{AZ {pC , i)ezen mrgctlve aftze?é'ut}hat soon, IMD officials said,
HYDERABAD, AUG. ccording fo coastal According t0 IMD infer-
AP received 12 per cent more, ence, for the first four days, ngzur 4»?9% Rayalaseema
Rayalaseema  has than normal rain HlI now. there will be isolated to scant  Krishna +11§Aﬁ§ntapur -30
been the worst impa- Around 50 days of the south rain in Rayalaseema and Neliore .38 Chittoor -18
cted region this year till west monsoon season are largely scant rains in eoastal Prak 1?5 Cudéa;}ah -33
now among AP and TS. The still left. Heavy rain wiil Andhra Pradesh. While the raxasam ) Kurnoo! 55
subdivision has recorded 38 occurat isolated places inthe second week of August Jooks  Srikakuiam 5
per cent less than normal distriets of Srikakulam, optimistic for Rayalaseema Vizag +45 2NO WEEK OF
rains {ill now ikis season. Vizianagaram, Visakhapat- region, current forecasts pre- " CALIG. MAY
Though there were fairly nam, Bast and West Goda dict around 5 per cent less Vizianagaram - +28 BRING RAIN TO
widespread rains in  vari, Krishna and Guntur of than normal rains for coastal  Wast Godavari + 9 RﬂYﬁLﬁSEEPﬂA

Rayalageema after the onset

coastal AP for the next 24

AP as per IMD.
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With the major rivers in Manipur tn spate, flood walers of the Chekpi river wreaked havoc on
the Serou bridge on Saturday. — UB Photos (See report on Fage-10)
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Landslide kills 20
in Manipur

SOBHAPATI SAMOM

IMPHAL, Aug 11 Around 20 villagers
were reported killed in a landslide in Ma-
nipur’s Chandel district while a 80-year-old
man drowned in Thoubal district mthe flash
flood triggered by incessant rains and sub-
sequent heavy rain since the last three days
inundating many villages and agricutlural
fields and washing away five bridges in the
districts.

As the heavy rains confinued non-stop
from Wednesday to Friday, landslide oc-
curred burying around 20 villagers besides
sweeping away 12 houses at Joumol village,
about 168 km south of here under Khengjoi
Sub-division around 6.30 in the
morning,sources said. Rescue operations
have been undertaken by Assam Rifles and
nearby villagers. But the state disaster man-
agement team could not reach the spot due
to landslides at several locations along the
stretch of Emphal-Moreh Highway, Thus, the
bodies of the dead could not be retrieved
till filing of this report.

The flash flood inundated some portion of
Indo-Myanmar route in ‘Thoubal district and

several villages under Heirok,Yairipok,
Wangjing, Salungpham, Keirenbikhok,
Khangabok, Wabagai, Keirak, Kakching, Hi-
yanglam-Hiranmei, Langmeidong, Lamjao,
Palle] areas besides washing away some hous-
es at Pallel area and one bridge built over a
canal at Yairipok area in Thoubal district.

Reports from Thoubal and Chandel dis-
tricts said authorities have surveyed the
damage and the affected people to provide
government assistance, sources added.

Two more houses of Chakpikarong Khupt
viltage and four suspension bridges have also
been washed away by flood water and Chak-
pi river, sources added, There were abouta
dozen worst affected houses around the
Chandes! district headguarters and Chak-
pikarong area. The district authority has
opened a relief camp at Maha Union higher
secondary schoct by setting up a control
roon,

Reports from other districts suid major
rivers inchuding Immphal, Inil, Kongha, Nambud
have started to flow af an alarming level on
Saturday. Some of the people residing on
the riverbanks have started shifting to safer
places, '
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