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~ Narmada dam:
40k families wait
to be resettled

qSC To Hear Matter On Tuesday

Tives NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Twelve people, includ-
ing 62-year-old Medha Patkar of
Narmada Bachao Andolan, have
been sitting on fast at Nimar in
Madhya Pradesh’s Barwani dis-

“trict for eight days now, seeking -

proper rehabilitation of the nearly
40,000 families whose homes and
lands will be submerged once the
water inthe Sardar Sarovar Dam is
allowed to rise to its full height of
138.68 metres.

The gates of the dam were shut
as early as June 17, and the water
could now spread in the flat plains
of the area, submerging this very
fertileregion.

M Sudha, who had joined the
protest and was on her way hometo
Bengaluru on Thursday by train,
told TOI, “This is land with lush
vegetation,cropsoneveryfield, flat
land with dark soil that is obvious-

ly very fertile. Your heart will cry )

when you see it and think that it is
all 'soon to be submerged. What
have been set up for rehabilitation
aretinsheds,” shesaid.

“Those given plots have 90 feet x
60 feet area — one family that I
stayed with while I was there had
about 40 heads of cattle! How will
they see to lands for grazing the
animals? What the government is
offering is only the plots and, from
what we saw there, the same plot
was sometimes given to two differ-
entpeople.”

In February this vear, the Su-
preme Court ruled that rehabilita-

Actwusts are also concerned about the
deteriorating health of Medha Patkar as
the fast entered its eighth day

tion of all people should be done
ahead of July3l.sothatnooneisaf-
fected when the water rises.
Activist and politician Prash-
ant Bhushan and soil scientist
Sanjai Parikh later managed to
convince the court that the reha-
bilitation was far from complete.
The apex court then withdrew
its directive that the area be emp-
tied by July 31. The matter will be
taken up again in the Supreme
Courton August 8. .
Meanwhile, activists are also
concerned that the health of Med-
ha Patkar is deteriorating, as the
fast entered its eighth day The gov-
ernment is still to begin any talks.
“There is just no concern. The gov-
ernment behaves like it does not
need toengage,” Sudha said.
Union water resources minis-
ter Uma Bharti was in a meeting
when TOI attempted to reach her.
Attempts to reach ministry of wa-
ter resources secretary Amarjit
Singh also proved futile.
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Brahmaputra: need for holistic develo

M Dr Tapan Dutta

he publication of the

news, captioned ‘Centre

wants Ganga unfettered,

silent on Brahmaputra’
(A[ July 17) had opened up the dif-
ferential policy of the Government
of India between ‘Maa’ Ganga and
‘Baba’ Brahmaputra. No doubt, this
has been observed during the last
decade of the previous century, when
over-exploitation of the natural re-
sources of the Brahmaputra basin be-
came known through media reports.
For more than a decade, there have
been demands for restructuring of
the Brahmaputra Board into an au-
thority for holistic management of
the Brahmaputra river basin in the
principle of the watershed manage-
ment concept. In this connection, one
was little optimistic on restructur-
ing of the Brahmaputra Board, when
the proposal for the Brahmaputra
and Barak River Basin Regulatory
Authority was pursued by the Un-
ion Ministry of the Water Resourc-
es. This concept was initiated at the
intervention of late Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam, former President of India,
who had diretted both the Ministry
of Water Resources and the NEC,
Shillong, based on the proposal of
this author.

— Bengluru
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It wus exciting to receive a letter
from the Ministry of the Water Re-
sources dated November 24, 2014
regarding restructuring of the Brah-
maputra Board into the North East
Brahmaputra River Rejuvenation
Authority (NEBRRA) in response
to my letter dated June 12, 2014 to
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of
India. Subsequently it was confirmed
in the Parliament on December 18,
2014. Further, Uma Bharti, Minis-
ter for Water Resource had given a
positive indication through a personal
commurnication, dated April 14, 2015.
However, ultimately the Bill was
not placed in the Budget Session of
2015, as proposed. Therefore, this
author had visited the offices con-
cerned in New Delhi to know the
status. One could learn that there
was a shuffling not only in the Brah-
maputra Board wing, but also im-
portant replacement was effected
in the senior bureaucratic level post
in the Ministry. On pursuing, any
how, it was learnt that one senior
technocrat from Assam might have
motivated the Prime Minister on
the possibilities of creating compli-
cacy by the authority in exploration
of energy and other resources by
the Government of India.

Thereafter, The Assam Tribune
(January 29, 2017) reported that PK
Dutta, a noted offshore oil techno-
crat submitted an ambitious plan to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi re-
garding the management of the Brah-
maputra with construction of two
highways along the both banks of the
river. This not only created greater
confusion, but also diverted the main
issue of construction of big dams with
reservoirs for generating 41,400
MW of electricity. Such attitude is a
reversal of the present government
at the Centre, compared to their
prior commitment during the last
general election.

The views of management of the
Brahmaputra in the manner of the
Huang He river is not relevant in
consideration of its geophysical and
environmental factors. However, the
experience of thwarting the Japanese
invasion by the Chinese Govern-
ment during 1934 by flooding their
valley, even by killing an estimated
90,000 people, most of them were
Chinese only, should be kept in mind.
Of course, in apprehension of a sim-
ilar situation, the 3,000 MW Etalin
hydel project at the Dibang valley in
Arunachal Pradesh under PPP mod-
el might have been kept on hold on
the pretext of environmental issues.
It should be an eye opener for the

Assam Government too.

The editoral ‘Rivers in peril’ (AT,
July 28 last) has also expressed views
in support of NEBRRA. In the mean-
time, a Joint Secretary of the Minis-
try of External Affairs was included
in its governing body in view of in-
volvement of the neighbouring coun-
tries in the river basin.

As perrecentreports in The As-
sam Tribune, an eminent scientist
of the State has heen advocating
holistic management of the river,
avoiding the establishment of an in-
stitution, similar to NEBRRA. Fur-
ther, an internationally-recognised
Assamese expert on designing big
dams for generation of electricity
has given assurance of designing a
structure which can withstand the
impact of earthquake above 9 Rich-
ter scale. But the question is who
will assure that such water reser-
voirs will have no adverse effect in
the valley, when the North-east is
placed in the very sensitive seis-
mic Zone V.

No one can deny the importance
of dyke, although its long-term ef-
fect has been questioned. Even
dredging is essential on specific sit-
uations. The adverse effect of the
super highways during the flood
season under the situation of a
great carthquake should not be ig-

pment

nored too.

The undernoted suggestions are
for everyone’s perusal:

(1) Imitially dredging may be un-
dertaken from Bangladesh border
up to Pandu Ghat, not from Sadiya
as has been proposed. It should be
implemented with a bottom- up ap-
proach.

(i) Since the Bhogdm riveris flow-
ing near Jorhat town above the
ground level with construction of
dykes on both the banks, it will offer
the opportunity for both dredging
and canalization.

(iti) The Tuni river stream can be
developed intoa waterway in Maju-
li district, more particularly to con-
nect its western areas with Gara-
mur, the administrative town.

(iv) There are also scope to de-
velop modern waterways connect-
ing the north and south banks of the
Brahmaputra, both for econornic and
environmental interests.

Since development and destruc-
tion arc inseparable, therefore, im-
balance in developmental activities
leads into degradation, resulting in
devastation. There is an apprehen-
sion of reaching this stage in near
future. Therefore, it is very essen-
tial to consider the implementation
of the developmental activities with
greater caution.
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53% shortfall in inflow
into Cauvery basin 2

reservoirs: minister >*!

BENGALURU, DHNS: The short-
fall in the inflow of water in the
four reservoirs of the Cauvery

i basin stands at 52.94% and the

present storage levels were not
sufficient to meet the irrigation
requirement for the kharif sea-
son, Water Resources Minister
M B Patil said on Wednesday.

Patil told reporters in Ben-
galuru that deficient rainfall
had resulted in poor inflowinto
the four reservoirs — Harangi,
Hemavathi, KRS and Kabini.
He said the total inflow re-
ceived dufing the water year
from June 1stood at 57.83 tm-
cft 4s against the long-term 43-
year average inflow of 122.88
tmcft —a shortfall of 52.94%.

The total live storage in the
four reservoirs as on date stood
at43.3 tmecft as against 52 tm-
cft on the same date last year.
The water levels last year was
considered a historic low in the
last 40 years, he said.

He said Karnataka has re-
leased 7 tmcft water to Tamil
Nadu since June 1 as against 34
imcftasstipulated by the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal

Keguirement ic:
Cauverywzie;

Irrigation

(CWDT) award. “As of now, 2017-
18 appears to be a distress year.
The releases as stipulated by the
CWDT award is not possible.”
Patil said Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah will convene a
meeting with various stake-
holders, including farmers,
soonto decide onthe next step
of action following the distress |
situation in the Cauvery basin. |
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