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 After the deluge, what?

One year since the State witnessed floods that devastate

any substantial assistance from the Centre

About a year back, § was driving back to
Srinagar from Baramulla in North Xash-
mir, had been raining for a few days and
reports of fooding from South Kashmir
were trickling in. As my car entered Bemi-
nia,a sprawling residential cofony in Sri-
nagar, water was gushing across the
highway and my car barely managed {o
escape the chaos that was beginning to
puiid =5p in the area. Little dié T imagine
then that we were in the middle of a his-
torie flooding, the likes of which no Kash-
miri had ever witnessed. The following

_ day, major parts of Kashmir lost yoad and

communications networks and nobody
knew what was going on. -
We now know a ot about what hap-
pened in the days and nights that fol-
lowed: cofapse of the civil administration,

widespread destruction, loss oflife, heroic.

rescues and haman endurance and amid
sll this, a fearful citizenyy living on the
edge. Buf, once the early rescue and relief
phase ended, agrim reality set in, A tough
road to recovery lay ahead. Locai capac-
ities and resources would simply not be
enough. Jammu and Kashmir needed help
and there was one man who seemed right

~ for thejob.

Hopes crushed

In walked the Prime Minister, one with
a reputation for decisiveness and the
hopes soared in the hearts of millions of
affected citizens. A historic inflexion
point in Kashmir's tortured history was
tantalisingly within reach. Sadly, hopes
evaporated faster than the flood waters,

-An oppertunity fo reach out fo the Kash-

misks was lost, We are left to recount what
might have been. )

it was clear from the beginning that the
State Government had neither the tech-
nical expertise nor the financial resources
to launch a credible recovery programimne.
In this context, the Prime Minister's visit
during the floods was reassuring He
tweeted that it -was a “national disaster”

”
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HELPLESS CITIZENRY: “The State Government had neither the technical

-
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expertise nor the financial resources to launch u credible recovery
programime.” Picture shows some residents in Srinagar affected by the

floods last year. — rig pvoTo: AR

india was generousin
supporting Nepal following
earthquakes there. Is J&K's
pain any less, its economic
needs less genuine?

and that he wanted fo assure people of
J&K that it was a-disaster no{ just for
them but for the “entire nation”. He fol-
lowed this visit with another one in Gcto-
ber o celebrate Diwali. The message was
one of compassion and reassurance, Here
was a seemingly strong and decisive PM
who appeared to have struck the right
notes in a region that was traditionally
hostile to him and his party. Yes, those
were hopeful days and despite all the dev-
astation around them, Kushmiris were
confident that help wason the way., |
Howmuch fnancial sssistance did J&K
require? Quite a fot, it turns out. The State
Government  estimated Josses  at
Bs.44,000 crores ($7 billion; almaost 50
per cent of J&K's GDP). Business associ-
ations came up with loss estimates of
15.100,000 crores or mote. Some chserv-

ers received these estimates with scepti-
cism. Eves so, the disaster was far too big
for even the richest States in the country
to deal with on their own, In an article 1
wrote after the flooding, I compared joss-
es in J&K with those in Uttarakhand dur-
ing the 2013 floods. Suffice it to say,
Uttarakhand floods were much smailer in
scale. Even so, the Uttarakhand govern-
ment sought central assistance of about
Rs.12,000 crores; the UPA government
provided about Rs.8,000 crores and was
considering the remainder when the 20314
Lok Sabha campaign kicked in In J&K's
case, the assistance required was clearly
far greafer.

Even after ayear, nothing even remote-
ly close to these figures has materialised.
Sadly, the Central government has still

not formally confirmed the quantum of

josses suffered in last year's flonding. Di-
saster management experts, working with
government agencies, prepare these types
of loss estimates in a matter of weeks, as
was done in Uttarakhand, However, de-
spite several visits by Mr. Modi, his Minis-
ters and bureaucrats, we still donot have a
confirmed estimate of losses against
which a Central Government finsncial

d its economy, people are yet to see

package can be provided. Instead, Mr. Mo-
di's government has focused on high-pro-’
file visits and announced assistance n
dribs and drabs. These announcements
add up to what the former Chief Minister,
Omar Abduiiah, called 2 “State awash with
empty words”™.

Assistance not forthcoming

Writing in Jurie, Mr. Alxdullah dissected
the financial assistance provided to J&K
5o far. Of the total assistance announced
50 far, less than Rs.1500 crores has been
meaningful, This is unless you consider
Re.500 crore towards the rescue effort of
the India Air Force or Rs.850 crores 1o
clear past dues of a bankrupt State as
meaningfui flood assistance, :

News reporty of a “substantial” Soed
relief package kept circulating. The pack-
age never came. Kashmir lost a full work-
ing season, people moved on and hope
gave way to a dour realism.

Many experts are of the view that econ-
omies can experience a boost in the after-
math of a disaster, This is because of a
pent-up demand for reconstruction of
physical assets snd assochated job cre-
ation. Enfortunately, thisis not automat-
ic. To rebuild and revitalise an economy,
one needs financial resources. Speaking of
which, India was generous in supporting
Nepat when 2 desiructive earthquake hit
that country. in addition to other support,
the Government of India announced a $1
billion package to support Nepal's recov-
ery. I hope Nepals economy receives a
boost with such support. 1t raises a gues-
tion, however. Is J&K's pain any less, its
economic needs less genuine?

After one year, it is clear that PM Modi
and his government have utterly failed to
deliver on promises made o the people of
J&K. In doing so, the Prime Minister has
lost a terrific opportunity to reach out to
the people of Kashmir and set a new
couyse, one of building trust and mutual
respect. Bt is not just aloss for the people
of Kashmir, it is the pation’s loss. After aii,
these are the Prime Minister's words. '
" (The author, formerly with the World
Bank, is a spokesperson of the Indian Na-
tional Congress. Views expressed are
persanal)



J

C o)

&+

Modi for collective action

‘against

AN
New Dethi, 3 September

Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Thursday said ¢li:
mate change s a
“ pressing global challenge”
that calls for "collective
human action and & com-
prehengiveresponse.”

Addressing a gathering
of spiritual leaders, schol
arsand leaders from several
countries ataconferencecn
conflict avoidanee and envi-
ronment consciousness, the
prime minister said it was
the poor people of the world
who were most directly hit
dueto climate change.

“In my view, the most
adversely affected by ¢li:
matechangeare the poor and
the downtrodden. When a
naturat disaster styikes,
they are hit the hardest.

“"When there are floods,
they are rendered home-
less. During a guake, their

cgimate chan
574 _

homes are destroyed. Dur
ing droughts, they areaffect:
ed. And during extremecold
oo, the homeless suffer the
most, "he said.

“We can't let climate
change keep affecting peo
ple in this manner. Which
is why ! believe the dis
course rust shift focus from
climate change toclimate jus-
fice.”

Talking about Buddhism,
the prime minister said
Buddhist tradition, nallits

ge

higtorical and culturaiman
ifestaiions, encounraged
greater identification with
the pnatural world because
from a Buddhist perspective
nothing has a separate exis:
tence.

Stating that the impuri
ties in the environment
affect the mind, and the
impuritiesof mindaiso pol
lute the environment, he
said; “Inorderto purify the
envirenment, we have to
purify the mind.” .

Modi said the eco crisis
wasareflectionof immbalance
of mind. Lord Buddha, there-
fore, aceordsd importance
o the need for preserving
naturai resources, and ere
ated tools reiated to water
congervation and forbid the
monks from poliuting water
resources.The nature,
forests, trees and the well
heing of ail beings play a
great role in the teachings
of Lord Buddha, he said.
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"ASSAM FLOODS HIT 14 LAKH, WATER ENTERS KAZIRANGA
T A o) T

K
b

Ym0 KRN A one-horned ehinoceros wates through flood waters in a submerged area of the Kaziranga Nationad Park in Assam on
thursday. The flood stuation continued to be alarming, as two more people died on Thursday, taking the toli to 31 Around 14 lakh peopie in

19 districts of the state have been affected
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Foundation stone for

9ML reservoir

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 2

A nine miilion Hire (ml
reservoin, to store drink
ing water has been sanc
tioned and the foundation
stone was laid on

Wednesday at theexisting
veservoir at Water Board's )

Marredpally  division,

opposite St Ann’s schoo] -

Secunderabad.

This is to act as an addi
tional storage tank.
Another four are at
Lalapet, Hussain Sagar
area, . Tarnaka,
Sanathnagar will be built
in the second phase
Mipister for Commercial
Tax, T Srinivas Yadhav
said, "With Krishna phase
three, additionsl 45 mgd is

supplied to the city anoth-

er 45 mgd is expected to be
commissioned $00n,
However, the city lacks
reservoirs and there are
no storage tanks. Keeping
thid in view five reser
voirs have been planned.
The Marredpally reser
voir is of nine mi capacity,

" 1o be built at a cost of ¥7.4

¢rore. The rest will be con:
structed in the second
phase. This will act as an
addiional storage tank

laid

- SOUILe reservoirs:

Lol Fasevirs

This the reservoir from where the water  are of two types
board draws raw water, treats it and then | o Brounid Lovel
pumps it 1o the city, example Singélar, Sarvice reservoirs:

Manieera, Osman Sagar, Himayat

This is maainly for
__;{buitzg%gtoﬁnd,
mostly of capacity
of ,000KL)

once all the projects are
commissioned and help in
betler suppiv”

SCB has 10 reservoirs in
its jurisdiction. The SCB.
areas has been facing
water crises and low pres
sure in supply, leakage in’
the local pipeline network
and 'less water supply
from Hyderabad water
board is the major cause
for Jow pressure,

With a population of
four lakh residenis the
required waler is 60 lakh
galions per day fo fili the
yeservoirs so that water is

umped o the SCB area,

owever on frequent days
thie board is only receiv:

ing between 45-50.52 lakh
GPD, leading to low pres
sure. Reservoirs turn fail
when Water Board pro
vides 60-82 LGPD, but the
supply fluctuates leading
to jow pressure, Leakage
in the local network is
another main reason.
Meanwhile, works worth
¥65 crore for under

‘ground drainage system,

development of grave
vards, community halls,
patch works, BT roads,
water pipelines, bore
wells, development of
lakes, were sanctioned
under the  Swachh
Hyderabad for Alwal cir
cle and Malkaigiri circle,
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The Vizag connection

to Nagarjun

T. Kurpakar Reddy

NALGONDA: Signing the Immi
gration and National Act of
1965, the 36th President of
the US, Lyndon B. Johnson,
said their Jand Bourished be-
cause it wag noutished by so
many cultures and traditions
and people.

Telangana has been no dif-
ferent with people from vari-
ous parts of country and the
world making it their home
over the years. In the same
way, two dozen families
which migrated from Visha-
kapatnam district abont 60
vears #0 10 work on Nagar-
janasagar dam, had builtavil-
lage for themselves in
Chandampet mandal in Nal-
gonda district and named it
Vizag Colony.

The residents of Vizag Col-
ony, 4 hamlet under Chinna
Munigal Grama Panchyat, are
from Pedda Teenaarly, Ban-
garupalem and a couple of
other villages in Naklalapalli
mandal,

They had migrated to Na
garjunasagar in the early
1930s when work on the con-
struction of the masonry dam
had begun.

Since most of these fam-
ilies belong to the fishermen
commupity, they started fish-
ing in the reserveir on com-
pletion of dam .work, The
backwaters of the project
were Jocated in the forest aren
and hence the fishermen
choose hilly terrain and built
a village for themselves,

Since then the population
of the colony has inereased to
1,000 and the number of vot-
ers now stands st 618, Only
about a doven people, those
who actually migrated, are
alive today and the rest were

asagar dam

People, who migrated in the 50s to work as
construction labourers, feel totally at home in
Vizag Colony at Nalgonda district in Telongana.
- BHOTO, SINGAM VENKATARAMANA

born und brought up here.

The villagers have been
maintaining cordial relations
with local people and a per-
son from this village — Ch
Devudn - was elected Sar-
panch of Chinna Munigal sev-
en yeuars age. Speaking to The
Hindu, Y. Appa Rao {65), said
their families had migratedto
Nagarjunasagar when he was
an infant. Al his children and
grandchildren  were born
here and have become part of
Telangana. “We had deep
conpections with the reser-
voir since they came here to
work as Jabourers os the pro-
ject and now fishing is the
main activity of each and ev-
ery family in the viliage,” he
said.

Interestingly, these villag
ers stiil maintaing marital ro-
latious with people from
Naldkalapalli and other parts
of Andhra Pradesh Since
people living i1 neighbouring
villages do not belong to their

comynunity, Mr. Appa Rao
said they were forced to go all
the way to Vishakpatnam and
other places for matchmak-
5

The villagers have been ac-
tively participating in all the
programmes taken up by the
government here. It stood
first in the Haritha Haram
plantation programme and
also appointed twe volun-
teers at s own expesse o
run the local government
school ag the loeal school did
not have sufficient staff.

The local tribal persons
were largely dependent on
agriculture and cattle yearing
but now have taken to fishing,
motivated by Vizag Colony
peopie.

They export fish to Kolka-
ta, Kerala, liyderabad and
Devarakonda and other plac-
es, When asked about the di-
vision of the State, Mr.
Devudy said ke gaid it had no
mmpact on them
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 2

.The Met department has
sounded a heavy rainfall
warning at isolated places
the areas around
Coastal Andhra Pradesh
for the next 72 hours,
“Heavy rains wonld
oceur at isolated places in
the districts of Krishna,
Guntur, Prakasam and
Nelore of Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and in the dis-
tricts  of Anantapur,
Kadapa, Chittoor and

Kurnool of Rayalaseema,”
stated the TMD,

“The rains are due to the
frough of low pressure
from Odisha to South
Tamil Nadv across Coastal
Andhra Pradesh. A low

- pressure troogh runs from

Rayalaseema to the Guif
of Mannar across Tamil

Nadu,” said IMD
Hyderahad's assistant
meteorciogist, N,

Narasimha Rago.

On Wednesday, a fow
places in Telangana and
Coastal Andhira Pradesh

feaegoenst ( wesT )

= Anantapur -19
= Eiitionr -6

# Guddapah -9
F Kurnool -48

DEFICIT RAIN DISTRICTS { IN%}
TELANGANA

= Rangarsddy -44

 Nizamabad -50

# Nalgonda -6 m Medak -58

# Mahabubnagar -50

# Karimnagar -32

# Hyderabad -51 w Adilabad 28

recetved rains while dry
weather prevailed in
Rayalaseema,

In the last 94 hours, in

Coastai Andhra Pradesh,
Balajipeta of Vizianaga-
ram district received six
cm of rains foliowed by

Pusapatirega mandaj of
Vizisnhagaram at five om
and Bheemunipatnam in
Vishakhapainam received
four ¢m. In Telangana,
Palawancha mandal of
Khammam recorded five
om followed by Manugary
of Khammam district at
three cm,

The lowest cumutative
rainfal! recorded til} now
this season  was in
Telangana. The region has
received 26 per cent less
rains followed by
Rayalaseema, which

received 21 per cent deficit
rains. Coastal Andhra
Pradesh meanwhife has
received i1 per cent more
than normal rains.

Medak district of
Telangana has topped the
list of deficit rainfall areas
among the two states thig
Mensoen season. The dis-
irict has recorded 58 per
cent less than normal
rainfali il date. This ig
followed by Kurnool in
Rayalaseema, which
recorded 48 per cent less
than normal rains. '
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WADING THROUGH: People walk through floodwaters to shift to safer areas in flood-affected Lakhimpur district of Assamon

Tuesday. #o

Assam floods claim four more lives

GUWAHATTE Flood situation
in Assam is getting precari-
sus with incessant rains lash-
ing the state and aeighbour-
ing Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya,

State government has so
far confirmed 12 deaths in the
recent upsurge, while sources
acknowledged four more loss-
es to life sn Wednesday.

Nearly 35 had been killed
in flocds this year.

Official sources said one

death has been reported in
Morigain and Nagaon dis-
tricts, while two perished in
Somitpur.

About 1.66 lakh hectares of
farmiand has been under wa-
ter, as flood situation en
‘Wednesday turned criticalin
upper Assam. Brahmaputra
is flowing above danger mark
in Dibrugarh, Dhabri, Tezpur
and Jorhat, Guwahati and
Dhubri, while all its tributar-
ies are in spate.

Many other rivers in the
state are also flowing above
danger mark.

The Majuli river island in
Jorhat district has been eut
off, as the district administra-
tion suspended ferry services
dueto rising water level in the
Brahmaputra river. Ferry
services between Guwahati
and north Guwahati and o
many riverine areas in Dhobri
districts have also been sus-
pended.

Nineteen districts in the
state have been hit by floods,
2060 villages are marooned
and 10 lakh people have been
shifted to safer areas.

Asray has been called into
rescue people in the worst-hit
upper Assam towns of Fin-
sukia and Dibrugarh that are
inndated by fiood waters.

Fioods have damaged
roads and badly affected rail
transport in the state.

DHNS & Agencies
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govt to create
more job schemes

BENCALURU: The decline In
agricuiture-related labour
activities due to the prevall-
ing drought in the State has
prompted the government
toincrease the number of
programmes and work
hours under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
pioymaent Guarantee
scheme.
Speaking to reporters after
holding a2 meeting with the
* chief executive officers (CEQ)
of the zilla panchayats on
: Wednesday to review drought
- relief works, Rural Develop-
o meatand Panchayat Raj Min-
i ister H K Patil said the govern-
; ment would take steps to
¢ ensure at least 20 to 100 peo-
¢ pleare provided employment
in every gram panchayat for
the next few months,
Karnataka is facing a rain-
fall deficit of 28 per cent and
126 of the 176 taluks have been
deciared drought-hit,
Patil said the minimum
number of days under the
empléyment guarantee

BRI

State not doing enough, says Speaker
Kagodu Thimmappa :

Karpataka Assembly Speaker Kagodu
Thimmappa on Wednesday took a dig
at the government for not effectively
implementing drought-relief warks in
the State, reports DHNS from Ben-
galuru,

The situation is grim in the drought-af-
fected areas. People are suffering due
10 the absence of rainfall, AH the minis- .
ters showld have toured the Stateand L IR
ensured that the people get proper relief. But so far; the gov
ernment has not even obtained a detailed report from the
respective deputy commissioners, he told reporters here,
The situation warrants the setting up of 2 comanittee of both
Houses of the State legislature to assess the impact, he said,
adding that he woudd speak 1o Law Minister TB Jayachan-
dra on the possibility of convening a special session of the
legiskature to discuss drought by the end of the month.

SR IR R T (TR R

scheme will be enhanced from  come out with detailed guide-

. 100 days te 150 days in

drought-hit pockets. As many
as 10,000 works will be taken
ap under the scheme, Besides
employment generation, top
priovity will be accorded to
drinking water. Energisation
of the existing borewells will
he taken up en a war footing.
The department has also

lines for the ZP CEOs on fixing
responsibilities and meeting
the deadiines with regard to
drought relief work,

The minister said Rs 473
crore grants under the Mgh T
nance Comuinission were cred-
ited to the accounts of the gram
panchayats on: Wednesday,

DH News Service
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Climate change and population growth

Immediate challenge

ndia faces the twin chal-

lenges of climate change and

population growth. That the

Indian monsoon pattern has

heen rapidly changing owing
to climate change even more than E}
Nine during these past 20 years is
now weil acknowliedged universally,
except among our meteoroiogical
forecasters and experts. Weather
forecasting in thelast century wasa
butt of popular jokes but attitudes
have, of Iate, undergone a dramatic
change and the weather forecastsin
advanced countries now tend to he
accurate almost o an hourly basis.
Long-term forecasts have, for a
while, repeatedly warned of dra-
matic and unpredictable weather
patterns across the worid, causing
unprecedented droughts and floods,

That the Indian monsocon pat-
tern has heen significantly chang-
ing and becoming increasingly un-
predictahie has been obvious at
ieast for the past 16 vears, i not
mose, During the monsoon seasen,
long periods of drought, followed by
cioudbursts and deluge, seem more
frequent and cause widespread
damages. The recent foods and logs
of life all across eastern India as
weil as Gujarat, Rajasthan and Mad-
hya Pradesh are examplesof erratic
weather patterns, while the rest of
the countryremains inthe gripof a
drought-like condition. This is the
pattern of this year's monsoon.
Farmers in different parts of the
country are trying to adapt io the
vagaries of weather as best as they
can, but India’s sustainable agricul-
tare faces serious unknown and un-
certain chullenges.

Side by side, India faces another
and equally severe challenge. ind-
ia’s population growth and hyper
migration of rural people into the
rities have triggered a number of
events, for example, a real estate
hubble, which is supposed to cater
to the explosive housing demand for
those who can bay o a very signifi-
cant extent, sucH housing construc-
tion has also generated employment
for the rural unskilled young mi-
grating into urban India.

n and around large, medium

and smalier cities, natural

water hodies, reservoirs, man-
groves, forest cover and natural es-
tuaries are being rapidiy destroyed
by the widespread concreting of
roads, the growth of multi-storey
homes as well as slums and hut-
ments, This is an unavoidable but
dangerous trend, spreading across
the country. One major reason for
the severe floods and devastation in

ASHOK SEKHAR GANGULY

parts of india due {o cloudbursts is
that it was further exacerbated by
the twin excesses of building activi-
ties and unprelenting movement of
peopie in search of liveithood.

India, along with s South Asian
neighbours, faces what can be
best deseribed as the real and
present twin dangers of ¢limate
change and population growth,
with several and inevitable disas-
{rous consequences.

The planstodredge and clean up
major waterways and rivers such as
the Ganga and Yamuna, for exam-
pie, have remained on paper for sev-
eral vears without any wvisible
progress. The ongoing discussion
on the Teesta River issue with
Bangladesh provides an imsnediate
opportunity to both India and West
Bengal to, in the first instance, put
in place a hoid and imaginative
plan, not onty to increase the avail-
ability of water for both Bangtadesh
and India but, at the same time, also
to revive canais and plan new pro-
grammes, o prevent frequent and
seasonal flooding as well as water
shortage in both countries. Thus
the West Bengal government and
the government of India sheuld
jointly put in place a2 master planon

a war footing for conservation of
watet, and redirecting excess sea-
sonal precipitation {0 water-starved
areas in neighbouring states. iIn-
dertaking such a master plan can
lead to a rewarding resolution of
the long pending Teesta river treaty
with Bangiadesh while henefiting
West Bengal.

The annual flooding of the
Brahmapuira is another huge chal-
lenge as well as a great opporiunity
The more than 50-vearid plans for
connecting waterways, linking a
number of indianriverstoconserve
water during the monsoon season
and direct the buik of the excess
water te drought-prone neighbour-
hood states, remain on paper, This is
primarily due not only to interstate
disputes, but the wider lack of ap-
preciation of the long-term dangers
of inactivity at the national level.
Sharing of water cannot continge
toremain a subject of interstate dis-
putes or endless Centre-state argu-
ments. The spread of desertifica
tion across large fracts of the coun-
try is areality but its stark danger is
net yvet comprehended in the public
domain.

Sateilite surveys have starkly
revealed the precipitous loss and

shrinkage of ground water aqui-
fers, particulariy in north and cen-
tral india. There are no evident or
serious official plans or pro-
grammes to rejuvenate groundwa-
ter replenishiment or well-planned
watershed revival schemes, partic-
ulariy in the drought prope regions
of the country.

In a few years time, india wiil
have the distinction to be the most
populated nation in the world, Yet,
there are no serious debates or dis-
cussions regarding the rapidiy dete-
riorating condition of daily Hife and
iiveithood of the people of India.
The Green Revelution was the prod-
uct of an existential threat to the
survival of India. Global warming
and poptilation growth now pose
even a2 much greater threat, in the
coming decades, to the very sur-
vival of large sections of india's
younger generation,

he prominent issuesof natio-
I nal discourse do not even
remotely touch upon these
reat threats to India's future and its
very existence, The time for our po-
litieal, social and opinion leaders to
wake up to the urgency of the twin
threats that the nation faces is long
overdue. India must begin by put-
ting i piace a national road map by
the Centre and each of the states,
along with assembled experts from
India and abread. Besides planning
te confront the rising dangers of
terrorism, India needs an equaily
urgent national plan to manage the
needs of water and food for Hs grow-
ing population, and especialiy the
poorn.

India’'s topmost priority is fo ser-
iously heed the overwhelming war-
nings of the dire consequences of
climate change and population
growih. History isreplete withevi-
dence of the demise of civilizations
facing not dissimiiar threats and
not heing able to successfuily cope
with the conseguences.

Mayhe not much can be done
significantly, at this stage, {0 slow
India’s population growth but there
is no alfernative to urgently ackn-
owiedging and dealing with the dev-
astating consequences of climate
change. Water availahility manage-
ment is India's topmost priority.
Suceessfully managing the Teesia
water agreement, underpinned by a
master plan for reviving and revital-
tzing the rivers and reservoirs in
West Bengal is a godsest opportuni-
ty to signal the nation’s defermina
tion and cormmitnent to take charge
of ke destiny of our peeple. The ai-
ternative isunimaginahie.
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Several vﬂlages flooded
in Dhubri district

CORRESPONDENT

GOLAKGAN], Sept 1: River Brahmaputra
nder Dhubri Revenue Circle is overfiowing
fue 1o incessant rains and several vz}}ages
ave been flooded,

The affecied villages are Alomganj, North
eramart, Boraibari, Asharikandi, Madaikhali,
South Geramard, Chapgar, Charaldanga, Be-
untood, [harmasala, Howrarpar, Motizchar,
Binnachaz, Ghewmnari, Durahati along with a

part of Dhubri town, The flood situation con-
tinues to be grim, forcing people to leave their
houses and take shelter in high lands,

Flood waters have inundated large are-
as of paddy fields destroying the standing
crops. The situation has worsened in Scuth
Salmara-Mankachar area, where the the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries such as the
Fakirganj, Nistnpur, South Salmara, Tum-
ni, were flowing above the danger mark
sources said,

Morigaon flood scene grim

CORRESPONDENT

MORIGAON, Sept 1: The flood situation
n Morigaon district has turned critical, as the
lood water of the Brahmaputra inundated
more than 46 _\_r'illagés under Mayong reve-
e circle affecting 50,000 people. The Pobi-
ora Wild Ife Sanctuary was flooded and 70
per cent arez of the sanctuary was under

water forcing wild animals inctuding the rhi-
10§ to go 10 nearby highlands. According to
official sources, one fermnate rhino was washed
away and later died on August 29,

" Meanwhile, the Brahmaputra's erosicn at

Mikirgaon under Bhuragdon circle and Lao-

ramukhin Lahorighat circle took a serie
turn on Monday threatening the who
Bhuragaan :

The Deccan Mearkd {
The Deccan Chromical
central Chronical{ ghopat )
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Flood scene

TKNP

CORRESPONDENT

KOHORA, Sept 1: The
flood situation in Kaziranga

National Park s said tobe

alarming as more than 75% of
the park area have been
submerged and there has
been a rising trend of water
level inside the park, informed
Kaziranga Divisional Forest
‘Officer(DFQ) SK Seal
Sharma,

in Kohora range itseif,
many forest camps like
Arimora, Hanuman,
Kartika, Nowbhangi,
Aloobari, Vengrai, Boka-
heel, Borbeel, and etc.,
have been badly affected
due to flood waters, sources
said adding that patrolling
has been intensified to
check poaching activiiies.
As of now no casualty has
beéen reported till filing of
this report.

P HAZ I
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still critical

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATY, Sept 1: The overall flood
situation in Assam remains critical and ac-
cording to official records alone, the number
of persons affected in the current wave of
floods went up to more than 8.75 jakh, while
two persons lost their lives in Chabua and
Doomdooma in the last 24 hours.

The Daily Flood Report released by the As-
sam State Disaster Management Authority said
this evening that the river Brahmaputrais flow-
ing above the danger level at different places
including Dibrugarh, Tezpur, Dhubri and
Neamatighat, while other rivers including the
Burhidihing, Dhansir, Jia Bharali, Puthimari,
Beki, Sankosh and Kushiyara are also flowing
ahove the danger level at various places,

The report revealed that 65 revenue circles
of 18 districts have been affected so far, while
more than three lakh people have been affect-

edin the worst-hit Dhenaji district. More than
85,000 displaced people have taken shelter in
214 relief camps opened by the admimistration
to provide shelter to the persons rendered
homeless by the floods,

The floods also caused extensive damage to
standing crops and nearly 1.50 lakh hectares of
crapland have been sericusly affected,

The report said that the floods and erosion
caused major damage to roads and embank-
ments at different parts in the State.

About the rescue operations, the Disaster
Management Authority report said that at Jeast
100G marooned people were rescued in Dhe-
majt district as five machine boats and seven
country boats were used for the operation,
Around the same number of persons were
rescued in Dibrugarh. Altogether 13 machine
hoats are being used for rescue operations in
Barpeta district, but the nuniber of persons
affected is yet to be ascertained.
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" 40 houses washed away
in remote Misamora village

CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, Sept 1. Nearly
35 km away from the subdi-
visional head quarter Garmur
of river-island Majuli, bam-
boo-huts and belongings of 40
families of Misamora village
were washed away on August
30 by massive erosion and
floods caused by the swelling
Brahmaputra , which #as
been flowing .50 metres
above the danger level in
Jorhat district for the third
consecutive day.

According to government

officers, the affected area is

located outside the dyke and
it belongs to Korotipar viflage
panchayat of Ahotgur: mouza
where boats were used for
relief and rescue operations
for the past two days,

Circle officer Anil Das said
that no incident of drowning
took piace as rescue teams of
the local administration and
nearby villagers could shift all
the members of the 40 affect-

ed families by boats to safer
places during the disaster, He
said that 21,878 families from
52 different »ziiagcs and ham-
lets have been affected in the
current wave of floods that
has inundated about 1500 hec-
tares of paddy fields in the ar-
€ds outside the embankments
in the past two days.

“We are leaving no stone
unturaed to save the affected
farailies, Relief and rescue
operation is going on, "said the
Circle Officer.

As most of the affected

families are taking shelter on

the dykes and several high
places in Salmora, Korortipar,
Dakhinpat, Besamora, Dy-
khinpat Kumar Gaon, Da-
khinpat Kaibatra Gaon and
several other areas at
Ahotguri and Garmur, relief
materials including rice, daf
+ $alt, hiscuits and packaged
drmkmg water have been
distributed among hundreds
of families, said an adminis-
trative officer,

However, narrating their
woes caused by the current
flood and erosion, several local
citizens of greater Dakhinpat
ares informed that more than
100 families are still stranded

in their zzt—“:igi}b(mzmg villages.

Itke Kolonshan, Ratanpur, Mer-
agaon as all the connecting
lanes and roads are reeling un-
der deep flood water

“Several famifies are living
there in high places as they
have no road to come to the
dykes, Most of those villages
falling beyond the Brahmapu-
tra dyke of Salmora,"said
Dwipen Sajati, 2 Jocal youth of
Dakhinpat. Along with him,
several other citizens saigd
that relief materials are yet to
be distributed among hun-

dreds of affected people in

Dakhinp@% and Salmora.

As several educationa! in-
stitutions including high
schools and primary schools
are under knee-deep flood-
water at Korotipar, Salmora,
Garmur area the nstitutions

have remained closed for the
last two days, Narrating their
misery, caused by this wave
of flood, many senior citizens
of different localities satd that
the local administration
should ensure adequate stock
of foodstuff and medicines for
proper relief operations.

*Though ferry services
have remained suspended
between Majuli and Jorhat
since yesterday, supply of
food and required medicines
shouid not be stopped. The
administration should keep 3
close vigil on the situation,”
said a senior citizen of
Kamalaburi.

Asked about any rising
trend of the water in the pext
24 hours, officials of the Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC) in Jorhat said that the
water level of Brahmaputra
may increase 86,78 metres
on Wednesday morning in
the district from s current
level of 86,61 metres on

’Z‘uesday
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L] L .
in Tinsukia
CORRESPONDENT Doomdooma Town Cormrnit- s
_ . tee where about 200 people
TINSUKIA, Sept 1: The  have been affected, a total of
flood situation has not 34 revenue villages have
changed in Tinsukia district.  beenreeling under the floods
Rather some new areas have  in Talap, Dangori, Dirak,
come under flood watersim Laopati, Philobari areas
Tinsukiarevenue circle. The.  affecting about 19,000 people
number of flood-affected in Doomdooma revenue
villages has increased to 43 circle. Administration has set
and more than 25,000 people . up 24 relief camps where

i the Gujan, Patia pathar, amates have been provided
Habeda, Rongpuria and with food as well as fodder
Panitola areas of Tinsukia for the cattle.

revenue circle have been in Margherita subdivision,

marooned. A total 38 relief flood waters of the river Buri
camps havebeensetupand  Dehingis creating havoc. All

food materialsetc., have | total 25 villages in Bhitor
been provided to the inmates  Paoi, Maichang, Rothduba,
by the administration. In -~ - Mulang, Makum Killa,

Doomdoorma revenue circle,  Nabodoy, Sarvodsi etc., areas
the flood situation is improv-  have heen submerged

mg graduatly with the affecting about 25,060
receding water level of people. Subdivisional
Brahmaputra. - administration has setup 13

Excluding four wardsof  refief camps.

A ast part of Samaguri-in Nagaon district was flooded afier the embankment of Sewmaguri
Beel was breached by continwous rain, on Monday. - UB Pholos






