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Strong Winds
Uproot 33 Trees
In Jamnagar Clty

Times News NETWORK

Rajkot: Seven persons drowned in separa-
te incidents — three each in Rajkot and

Gandhidham in Kutch— and one in Jam- -

nagar district since Tuesday night.
Amiddle-aged mangotsweptaway whi-

le crossing the submerged Kesri bridge on

Aji river near Ramnath Temple in Rajkot

on Wednesday morning. Because of the -

swelling Aji river, the man’s body was fo-
und 500 metreaway from thebridge. Fireof
ficials said that man was a residentof Chu-
narwada in Rajkot. )

Two persons drowned in a pond near
Kisan Gaushala adjacent to Aji Dam. The
water had got accumulated in a small stone
minefollowing heavy rains inlast coupleof
days. Fire officials said that the identity of
the deceased werenot known, but they see-
med to be labourers working in the mine,
who had come for a bath.

Meanwhile, 17-year-old -Chirag Rana
drowned in a small pond near DPS School
Adipur. where he had gone for a bath with
his fri~ s ~oiice said that four boys had
gonefora baLh in the pond bur they slipped
and fell into the pond. Three of them were

Cuslicity Section. O
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Saurashtra, Kutch; 1 de

Man walks through a rickety hanging bridge that was damaged due to rains near Botad

saved by locals, but Rana drowned.

Twoyouthsof Adipur— ArjunCharan
(19) and Mansukh Charan (19) — drowned
inapondnear ShinayadamduringGanesh
immersion on Tuesday late night. The duo
had gone with a big group so nobody reali-
zed when they drowned. Only when some
people noticed Arjun’s bike near the dam
did they go and search for him. Arjun’s bo-
dy was found on Tuesday night, while
Mansukh’sbody wasfished out on Wednes-
day morning, said Ashok Chauhan, cons-
table of Adipur policestation.

In Jamne ar, Sl-year-old Vijay Oza of
Keshitva village in Jodiya taluka drowned

in a river on Wednesday morning. He got :
swept away in the heavy current. ;
At least 33 trees were uprooted in Jam-
nagar city due to strong winds that accom-
panied heavy rainfall. In Jamnagar Muni-
cipal Corporation (JMC) compound alone,
sixbigtrees wereuprooted. Several treesal-
so fell on electric poles that resulted in po- !
weroutagesinmany areasof Jamnagaron :
Tuesday night, said KK Bisht, fire officer, :
JMC. :
Several areas inKhambhalivatownwe-
re in knee-deep waters and the highway :
connecting to temple town D~ ~rkawan 2l
s0 Inundzted. .
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areas in Dhemaji district -

Riversin Assam flowing above the danger mark; 41,500 people affected in 6 districts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

GUWAHATI

The flood in Assam spread to
newer areas in Dhemaji dis-
trict on Sunday with over
41,000 people affected in six
districts of the State.

According to a report by
the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA), more than 41,000
people - .are ~affected -at
present in-six districts —
Dhemaji, Chirang, Morigaon,
Nagaon, . Golaghat and
Cachar districts.

Till yesterday, over 41,500
people were affected by the
latest wave of flood across
five districts ~ Chirang,
Morigaon, Nagaon, Golaghat
and Cachar.

The third wave of devast-
ating flood has so far claimed
the lives of 74 people across

the State. With these, the -

flood toll in Assam went up

Flood-affected villagers’ wamng for rehef materlal ona washed away road in Assam

to 158, including eight in

Guwahati.

As per the report issued
today, Nagaon is the worst
affected with 23,500 people,
followed by Morigaon with

over 12,500 people affected
in the deluge.

Currently, 149 villages are
under water and over 5,500
hectares of crop areas are in-
undated, the ASDMA said.

# FILE PHOTO

Currently, Dhansiri river at
Numaligarh in Golaghat, Jia
Bharali at NT Road Crossing
in Sonitpur and Kushiyara at
Karimganj town are flowing

above the danger m?\
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NITIN (G3ADEAKR], 60, MINISTER, WATER RESOURCES, RIVER DEVELOPMENT & GANGA REJUVENATION

n..-“n.-p f‘]f\n“ 11 3
Ganga clean-up the biggest

SOWMIYAASHOK & AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, PUNE, SEPTEMBER 3

THE TASK of cleaning the Ganga, one of the
government's key promises and one of the
Prime Minister's showpiece schemes, fallson
the shoulders of Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari, now also
Minister for Water Resources, River
Developmentand Ganga Rejuvenation. Here-
places Uma Bharti, during whose tenure no-
ticeable progress has been made in irrigation
butnothing significant in cleaning the Ganga
and water reforms, although she often made
promises of cleaning the river within unreal-
istic time lines — 18 months or two years.
Among Gadkari's tasks will be taking for-
ward amove to enacta Ganga law, on which
there has been little movement after acom-
mittee headed by Justice (retired) Giridhar
Malviya submitted its report last May. Bharti
had said more consultations were required

and a bill would take time.

Bharti's first two years saw frequent
changes at the top of the National Mission
on Clean Ganga, and it was put directly under
the charge of the water resources secretary,
a joint-secretary-ranked position. In those
two years, not asingle new pollution-related
project began. In fact, the Prime Minister’s
Office used to deal directly with bureaucrats
to monitor Ganga projects. Last year, the gov-
ernment strengthened and elevated NMCG

challenoe
, o~

B ACAEE W BR
1d reduced her ministry's roleinit.
Gadkari takes over when work on the
Gangahas gained some momenturm over the
Jast 10 months; by April new projects worth
Rs 2,100 crore had been approved. Last week,
the first contracts for sewage treatment plants
under the hybrid annuity model were made.
Inirrigation, Bharti had made some quick
progress on completing projects under the
Accelerated lrrigation Benefits Programme
since last year, and there was amajor push for
irrigation in the budget. A total of 99 unfin-
ished projects were to be completed in three
years, 18 of them by March 2017, Information
fromthe ministry shows 15 of themhavebeen
. compteted or are ricaring completion.
Gadkari's tasks will include taking up the
suggestions of the Mihir Shah committee re-
port oninstitutional water reforms, which has
recommended a multi-disciplinary National
‘Water Commission in place of the existing en-
gineering-heavy Central water Commission
and National Ground Water Authority.
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TB dam storage 20 tmcft more than last year
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HOSAPRETE (BALLARI DIST):
More than 3 tmcft of water
flowed into the Tungab-
hadra dam in a single day.
The storage, which was 67.752
tmeftonFriday, reached70.003
tmcfton Saturday.

The level was 65.282
tmeft, 63.671 tmc ft and
61.736 tmcft on Thursday,
Wednesday and Tuesday.
The inflow was lesser on Sat-

urday at 31,086 than 31,303
on Friday. The inflow was
20,524 cusecs on Thursday,
23,438 cusecs on Wednesday
and 17,422 cusecs on Tuesday.
The outflow was 4,571 cusecs
on Saturday. The storage in
thereservoir as on September 2
was 20 tmc ft more than thaton
the corresponding day last year,
whichwas 50.001 tmeft.

DH News Service

The water storage in Tungabhadra reserveir near Hosapete in Balla
tc 70 tmcft on Saturday. bHPHOTO

ri district wentup
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