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Iescue. upe:anons con.

i M_{r_ﬂ': oy islands in the after-

mﬂudin 71 from Tamil Nadu,

- ‘stranded atsea due to Cyclone

: Numalasmharamanémd today. -

In addition tothe fishermen

to day, she said] in her niﬁcml

Twitter handle. Sitharaman

will visit cyclone- hltKan_yaku
«marilater todayte take stock
‘of the situation. She will be
“amvingin Kanya’kumanthls
evening from Thiruvanan-

apuram and isscheduled to *

stay there fill temorrow, the

defence public relations offi-
«two fixed wing aircraft (EWA
=which also took care of Lak-

cerhere said.

Posting afact-sheet, Shatnl
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i S’I’MESMAI\I NEWS SERVICE e

tinued for the third day
over Southeast. Arabian
Sea'and Lakshadweep and

4 ’U{:kh fwere rescuedas of this

m Tamil Nadu, 248 from Ker- :

] "'a]a‘

The l\avy deployﬂd six

; .s.'hlps two fixed wing aircraft

and two helicopters in Kerala

‘while the Air Force c'lepluyed
“one aircraft and two heli-

copters fnt'I‘amJl Nadu anid Ker-

OnDecemherz the Coast
Guara deployed one each bhlp
and fu(ed wing aircraft ‘in
Tamil Naduand eightshipsand

Kerala, While the GG saved 71

| fishermen from Tamil Nadu
and 114 from Kerala, the Navy
tescued 121 from Kerala and
 AirForce 15. Merchantvessels"
--"and ‘trawlers saved 36 off the
“‘coast of Kerala and Taksh-

wadeep }s_lands__ The ships
deployed by the Southern
Nawval Command include

Sagardhvwani, Jarnuna, Nireek-

shak, Kabra and Kalpeni off

hehcoptersfm'lhmﬂNadu and

 ing ‘He P
- Advanced L1ght Hehcopter

# | (FEFedn)
Indiarfifation =%
Nai Duniya {Hindi)
The Times of India (&)
Blitz |

weep 1sla.ndq Bemdest‘b e
three alrc:raft iz, Dormer
(Do) ﬁxed wingaircraft, Seak-

{ALIL) were also deployed
throughﬂut the day. -

A total of 84 personuel
have_been rescued over the last
two days which includes 62 by
aircraftand 22 by ships. Addi-
tionally, transfer of two dead
bodies was also effected

through ALH to Th1ruvana.n—
thapuram after being picked
by INS Sagardhwani.

by naval a:.rcrs.ft mght per-

being pibketi up 20 Nautical

miles southwest and 80 nau-
tical miles west of Kochi
respectively. Those evacuat-
ed to Kochi were given pre-
Liminary first aid ‘at maval
clinic at INS Garuda. The rest
have been transferred to Thiru-

- Of the 62 people rescued  'sai

'In addition to the aircraft
from Kochi, the P8I aircraft
"from Arakkonam is being used
to maintaining 4 close vigll con-
tinuously over the sailing ships

and provide inputs if any.
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SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 2

AS THE bodies of Hehartied

Xavier Louis, 57, and Christy
Selvadasan, 51, lie in coffins in
the aisle of St Thomas Catholic
church in Poonthura, in Kerala’s
Thim'«rananthapuram district,
outside, agroup of wormen hud-
dled under a makeshift shelter
feverishlycount the rosary beads
wrapped around their fingers.
Occasionally,one of them would
let out an anguished wail —
“God, give back our men from
the sea” — drowning out the
priest’s prayers inside.

PAGE ONE

ANCHOR

. Selvi, 42, is among them. Her
husband Xavier, 42, had gone

fishing in a small boat on

Wednesday night with a few
other men from the village. He
hasn’t returned yet. “She has
been here since Friday. Her hus-
band was the family’s bread-
winner. He had to go fishing
every day for the family to eat
something," says Besty, Selvi’s
relative. Metres away, Selvi's five
children squeal as they chase
each other on the sandy beach.,

The fishing village of

cyclone Ockhi battered the
southern coast of Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, leaving hundreds of
fishermen who had ventured
into the sea on Wednesday

While 435 fishermen have
been rescued in the last three

days, 99 are still reportedlymiss-. ~ #
ing, 30 of them from Poonthura.
However, the control room set -

up by the state government to

monitor rescue operations said-

117 fishermen from the state
were still missing.

With two bodies being re-
covered so far, Poonthurais brac-
ing for the worst, with family

clone-hlt Kerala v1]1age they say,

: 4Poonthma has been waiting for
- its men since Thursday, when

Abeat washed ashore at Kazhakuttom in Kerala's T]uruvananthapuram. Sreekesh Raveendran

never seen sea th

In Kerala village, they say, never seen sea this angry

on Wednﬂsjiaygbecause Thad to attend a
function in the.church. We haven't seen
the sea thisangry inalong time,” he says.

Priest Deepak Anto says the villagers
have decided to setoff on search operations
on Sunday morning. “If everything else
fails, our men will leave in small groups, in

survive this situation,” hesays. - 1’ F
So far; the death toll from the Cyl:lcm&

has gune up to seven in Kerala, with five
: bodmsb‘emg fished out from the sea on

Saturday. Atleast47 fishermen, whowere
rescued, have beenadmitted to the
‘Ehlruvananﬂ'lapurarnmedicalml]ege

60 mechanised country boats. Butfrankly, —StateFisheries Minister | Mercykutty

thereisn tmud'l hope. Only the luckiest will

reuveanana ] | YIS

Ammasaid,* 'Iherescueoperaﬁommﬂmn—

9

hnuaonSmﬁay We have decided to con-
- duct an intensive search from Thiruv-
| mmﬂmuram;ukodu‘ﬁhe said she was
hopeful of more fishermen being rescued.

. The state government has announced
acompensation of Rs 101akh fo eachof the
families of the vfmm,s.ﬁshermmwha t;d

in the
tragedy would a!s.o be compensated.

rnwﬁm&‘zm 2

members of those missing tum-
ing up at the church to share
each other’s grief.

The fishermen of Poonthura
either go in small mechanised
country boats orthe big trawlers.
While the country boats, with -
fiveor six men on board, ustally
venture into the seaeveryafter--
noon_ a&nd return early next

days at sea Mast of the nussmg

fishermen from Poonthura are:
those who went in the smaller
boats.

They had ventured intothe sea
onWednesday evening and since
they were slated to return early
the following morning, most of
them had only taken amealeach

sa

andafew

Josep.
OWNET, 52
to surviv
than4s h
stay consq
by clutch
wret:kagp

~. SCIDMDES

cand ha:d SI
.'Thntyt‘uv
s5ix boats,
them, 17 ¢
are still try
ers,” hesay
Rajesh |
to be alive.
(o]
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members of those missing turn-
ing up at the church to share
each other’s grief.

The fishermen of Poonthura

either go in small mechanised

country boats or the big trawlers,

While the country boats, with -
fiveor six menonboard, usually’

ventureinto the sea every after--
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by clutching
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' - relative. Metres away, Selvi’s five
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117 fishermen from the state They had venturedinto the sea
were still missing. onWednesday evening and since
With two bodies bemg re- they were slated to return early

coveredsofar, Poonthuraisbrac- A boat washed ashore at Kazhakuttom in Kerala's 'Ihlruvananthapuram. Sreekesh Raveendran the following moming, most of
ing for the worst, with family e them had only takena meal each

l Kerala village, they say, never seejn sea this angry

e]hadmattencla sumveﬂnssrtuatlon, hesays. ;’F unueonSundayWehawdmdedmcon-
arch. We haven't seen So fax, the death toll from the cyclone - duct an intensive search from Thiruv-
n. i _ .. hasgoneupto sevenin Kerala, with five /' ananthauram to Kochi." She said she was
: fished out from thesea on  Hopeful of more fishermen being rescued.

! opem!:mns 47 fisk L whowere Ibastategwammenthasammjmced
tm.daymummg. “If everything else  rescued, have been admitted to-the 1fo
ourmenwill leave in small groups, in Thmwananthapu:ammedlcalcollege I
echanised country boats. But MinisterJ Mercykutty dHiching
-nn‘tmmhnpe.omyﬁte luduestm]] Ammarsasd, mmupemnonsmﬂm tragedy would also be ri'ompensateci.
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and a fewI:ItIEs of water.

Joseph Kennedy, a boat
owner, says, “1t will be difficult
to survive the scorm for more
than 48 hours in the sea. If they
stay conscious, they can survive
to the vessel

- sciousness, the chances of sur-

VNHJ are very slim,” he says.
Kennedy, 53, owns two boats
andhad sent both into the sea.
'Thm;rtwo of my men went in
six boats, including mine. Of
them, 17 could be saved and we
are still trying to locate the oth-
ers,” hesays., « -
Rajesh K, 42, says he is Iucky
to be ative. “Idid not go fishing
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



/ffemfie*terfar;

ﬂustan Times.
Jtesman

)ﬁa Times of India (N.D.)
sndian Express
Tr]bune
' Hindustan (Hinch}

and dncmn

¥

|clefeditorial published on M /.2 20/ 7

Kazv Bharat Times (Hmdn
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu :

Rajasthan Patrika {Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

ented af maﬂtﬁﬁan;sh}& Pubhc!ty 'Secfmn CWE.

M.P Chronmt‘é

Aaj {Hind)
IndiarrRation &
Nai Dugniye (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz ,

5

3
Covering L., YIS




petan Ttme-
;‘tesma n o
ne Timss of india {(M.D.)
rfﬁdian Express
Tribune

temhe’aerfar cieleditor:ai published on Lol =0 ? iri the

hazv Bharat Times {Hmm N

Punjab Keshari (Hi

The Hindu {

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi}
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

Hindustan (Hindi) ‘ i ‘ 9 N
and documented at Bhadirath(English)& Publicity Secnon,’L‘V .

I. NANDAKUMAR
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lescue teams from Kerala
nd Tamil Nadu stepped up
fforts on Saturday to trace
ishermen reported missing
ifter Cyclone Ockhi, even as
rotests continuedin coastal
freas over the tardy res-
wnse  of  government
igencies.

Hailing the efforts of the
iavy, Air Force and Coast
suard, Kerala Chief Minister
'inarayi Vijayan said 400
ishermen. stranded at sea
iad been rescued. As marny
§ 12 boats with 138 fisher-
nen had reached Kalpeni in
.akshadweep while four
nore boats had berthed at
adroth, Kithan and Chatlet
1 the’ Island chain. In Tamil
ladu, Fisheries Minister D.

1yakumar said 837 fisher- .

r: Seawater entersa remdentnal area

at Chellanam in Kochi on Saturday. =Thuiasikakiar

men in 71 mechanised boats
had safely reached the
shores of Gujarat, Karnataka
and Lakshadweep.

While parts of southern

.Kera]a limped back to nor-

mal, the Lakshadweep is-

3
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lands were awaiting relief fol-
lowing the devastation with
massive coastal erosion,

power disruption, and ex-

tensive damage to property.
Speaking to The Hindu on
the phone, Lakshadweep MP

M.P.Chronicie

Aej (Hindi)
Indiartation
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The Times of Indiz (A)
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CHE_NNA]
Relatively untouched by
Cyclone Ockhi, the north

~Tamil Nadu coast is bracing

for a rather intense weather
system predicted to move
towards the north Tamil
Nadu-south Andhra Pradesh
coast next week.

The well-marked low
pressure area over the north.

Sumatra coast and adjoining  and south Andhra coast.

P.P. Mohammed Faizal said,
“Life has been gouged out of
the islands and there’s sev-

ere drinking water shortage.

The India Reserve Battalion
and the Marine department
are working round the clock

| Fresh system in Bay

' K. LARSHMI

South Andaman sea persists 15
along with cyclonic |
circulation. This is likely to |
intensify into a depression

over southeast Bay of Bengal

by Monday. Director, Area

Cyclone Warning Centre S.
Balachandran said the

system could move
northwestwards till

December 6, and further on
towards north Tamil Nadu

to provide relief”
(With inputs from Ramya
Kannan in Chennai and
S. Anandan in Kochi)
|
OCKHI MAY WEAKEN ) PAGE 10
MORE REPORTS ON } PAGE 6
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lﬁ'dignsgaé@ts should prepare for a PPS-.Sibl.egﬂ-?"?:f diversion by China

L

)
SONALI MITTRA

The news that China is planning to
divert the waters of the Yarlung
Tsangpo (the upper stream of India’s
Brahmaputra) to its water-starved
Kinjiang province is hardly surpris-
ing. It has been a long-standing part
of the grand South-North Water
Transfer project conceptualised as
early as in the 1950s by Mao Zedong
and somewhat grandly restated in Li
Ling’s 2005 book Tibet's Water will
Save China,

Indian and Bangladeshi water ex-
perts have, understandably, raised
alarm bells over the plan for the ad-
verse impacts it would have on
downstream areas. For India, nation-
al security implications also follow as
the Yarlung Tsangpo also flows into a
disputed border region with China.
Thus far, China has denied all claims
of going ahead with the proposal on
account of engineering difficulties
and high-cost implications. However,
as per the latest development, des-
pite denials from the Chinese author-
ities, there is strong speculation that
plans for a 1000 km-long tunnel are
being tested in order to transfer wa-
ter from the Yarlung Tsangpo in Ti-
bet to Xinjiang. Given this mix of Chi-
nese denial and Indian
apprehension, how should Indian
strategists react?

History of water interaction

Understanding the Chinese psyche
vis-a-vis its transboundary rivers and
political relations is a prerequisite to
informing the Indian response.
There are four critical points that
emerge from the history of interac-
tions over water between China and
India. One, the Brahmaputra agree-
ment between China and India is a
suboptimal arrangement within
broader bilateral relations. As per
the current agreement, China has
thus far agreed to share hydrological
data on the Yarlung Tsangpo/Brah-
maputra (YTE) during the monsoon
season. Why did China agree to
cooperate in the first place when it
has clearly resisted doing so for
years, and with other riparian coun-

“The Brahmaputra isan important resource for India’s own water diversion

plans - the national river interlinking project.” The Brahmaputra river in
Morigaon district, Assam. =riTU RAIKONWAR

tries through which the Mekong
flows? One of the explanations could
be that this gesture of cooperation
aligns well with China’s broader pol-
itical strategy of portraying an image
of a ‘responsible neighbour’, Despite
two decades of negotiation, further
cooperation on water, however, is in
a state of a deadlock. The agreement,
at best, is a piecemeal discount of-
fered by China.

Two, discussions over the YTB
have often been overshadowed by
the border dispute. Sino-Indian his-
tory is replete with examples whe-
rein despite tense bilateral relations,
cooperation over transboundary riv-
ers has occurred. For instance, des-
pite border incursion by the Chinese
army in the Depsang Valley in La-
dakh in 2013, China and India went
ahead to sign the extension of the
2002 Memorandum of Understand-
ing on data sharing on the Brahma-
putra river. However, there has been
no progress in discussing more
pressing issues of who has the right
1o how much water and the impact of
dams and diversions on the upper
reaches of the river. In the past cou-
ple of years, instances of border in-
cursions before ministerial-level
meetings between India and China
have often been witnessed.

Three, departing from the past,

China’s approach to transboundary
water sharing is shifting towards mul-
tilateral arrangements. In 2015, Chi-
na signed the Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation (LMC) framework along
with five other countries through
which the Mekong flows. This China-
led multilateral agreement is an alter-
native to the Asian Development

" Bank-led Mekong River Commission,

which China never signed. The LMC
aligns with. China’s Belt and Road In-
itiative and focuses on land and wa-
ter connectivity, besides river man-
agement. In South Asia, China has
been insistent in establishing greater
ties with Bangladesh on flood fore-
casting, water technologies, and wa-
ter management. In 2016, a main-
stream Chinese newspaper
highlighted China’s willingness to-
wards multilateral cooperation on
the YTB. India, on the other hand,
prefers bilateral relations, as it has
with Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, and
Bangladesh. India and Bangladesh al-
ready have a stressed relationship ov-
er Teesta river sharing, whereas Chi-
na is cooperating more with
Bangladesh on water issues. China
charges approximately $125,000 for
the data it provides to India; at the
same time, it sends similar data to
Bangladesh for free. By way of im-
proving relationship with Bangla-

The Times of indiz (R |

‘The Brahmaputra conundrum

desh, China could well be aiming to
encircle India to reach a deal on the
sharing of YTB that favours China’s
objective of economic expansionism.
Four, the Indian approach to the
YTB issue is influenced by develop-
mental imperatives and domestic
politics. The Brahmaputra is an im-
portant resource for India’s own wa-
ter diversion plans - the national riv-
er interlinking project - and is
considered a powerhouse to meet In-
dia’s energy demands in the future.
India tends to play the lower riparian
card to gain sympathy from its dom-
estic political constituencies, espe-
cially of Assam and Arunachal Pra-
desh. Bangladesh and Pakistan have
criticised India for being hypocritical
in its approach with China, as India
has been seen as an ‘alleged bully” in
sharing waters with them. While the
concerns regarding Chinese diver-
sion plans may be genuine, India also
maintains the ‘China threat’ to a cer-
tain extentto veil its own administra-
tive lapses and justify dam-building
activities to its domestic audience.

What India needs to do

A decade ago, India started planning
multiple hydropower projects on the
Brahmaputra as a reactive strategy
against Chinese dam-building activi-
ties on the upper reaches of the river.
This strategy is informed by the inter-
national law of ‘prior appropriation’,
which states that the first user gets
the rights to continue using that
quantity of water.

India will need to be more adeptin
responding to Brahmaputra river-re-
lated issues. First, it needs to clearly
envision the desired end goal and
strategic outcomes for dealing with
impending water conflicts. Second, it
needs to de-emphasise China’s role
for the time being and restrengthen
its relationship with Bangladesh. It
needs to push the impending Teesta
river agreement and restore its image
as a responsible upper riparian.
Third, India needs to mirror its
strength and firmness in negotiations
with China on water rights, as it did
in the case of the Doklam stand-off
and in opposing the Belt and Road
Initiative, rather than projecting it-
self as a victim. '

Sonali Mirra is Associate Fellow, Observer
Research Foundation and Academy Fellow,
Chatham House London
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