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“push for
irrigation

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE,FEBRUARY 1

ARUN JAITLEY
FINANCE MINISTER

CARRYING FORWARD the work it started
in the Union Budget two years ago, the
government has made an additional al-
location of almost Rs 1,000 crore for ex-
tending and strengthening irrigation fa-
cilities, and improving groundwater
management in rural areas.

The Budget for the water resources
ministry has seen an over 15 per cent
jumpcompared to the revised estimates
(RE)for last year. In real terms, it amounts
to a total of Rs 1,200 crore, over 80 per
cent(Rs 995 crore)of which has been ear-
marked for efficient extraction of ground-
water, especially in some selected back-
ward districts, and for command area
development of irrigation projects.

. . “Groundwater irrigation scheme un-
der Prime Minister Krishi Sinchai Yojna
— Har Khet Ko Pani —will be taken up in

' 96 irrigation deprived districts where
less than 30 per cent of land holdings get
assured irrigation presently. | have allo-
cated Rs 2,600 crore for this purpose,”
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said in his
Budget speech. :

The allocation for Har Khet Ko Pan
programme in the RE for last year was
Rs 1,888 crore. : .

The Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sincha
Yojana (PMKSY), which has some other
components apart from Har Khet Ko Pani

i has seenits allocation go up from Rs 2,67C
; : L i : crore(RE)last year to Rs 3,178 crore now
: : an increase of nearly 20 per.cent.
i F OR rI‘I']E LAND ‘ i The fresh emphasis on irrigation
] . builds on the massive push it had re-
Farmers plough their land at Nal Kantha village, situated around 80 kilometres from Ahmedabad. The finance minister has said that the government will createan _ ceived in the 2016 Budget, when the gov-
institutional mechanism, with participation of all ministries concerned, to develop appropriate policies and practices for price and demand forecast. javed Rajo k




smacking of the lips, brushing of

the palate and slithering ‘through the

tongue before feeling its trickling and

gulping into the food pipe and disappear-

ing in the deep confinés of the belly and
intestines - is: 'nothing quenches thirst as
water doesf" -,

Beinga Chandigarhjaﬁ, Thave Eeen, now °

Irealise, blessed to have free-flowing qual-
& ity quantities of this elixir of life: for drink-
ing; cooking, washing. cleaning, with not a
care and with enough to spare, too. Tf's only,
- during childhood, when we visited our’
erandparents in Ambala |
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: Cily 1s in'deep frouble as it has tun ~ We all need {o leamn a les:
| talmostdry. Touted asthe first major city in

* | the world fo face such a prospect, itis pro-  we generally preach on M;

| Vjected that in mid-April, Capetonians (of - Water Day annually: How
Cape Town) will reach ‘Day Zero', when - water and fo drink clean wa
1ot a drop will beleft in their reservoirs. life. As Benjamin Franklin s,

Town's predicament, Let us

: Some steps being taken to keep their  wellis dry, we learn the wort
- head above water (avoid getting into diffi. the way, the Guinness Book
culties) are restricted and reduced usageof  worst famine caused by dr

¥ A m residents and northern China in 1876-79, v

' 9 and 13 million people are

have died after the rains fa
conseculive years: And, arol
time (1876-78), Approximat
Indi ed when the mons
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" Ganga water clean

;
' si led, wi

2 gquality of its water showin|
Improvement on two outof|
key parameters used for eas-
urement, in some stretche:
across 10 impop ith
aceording to data from

National ‘Mission fc e ( :

Ganga (NMCG) that has, 6 R 5

3

I

# It was in 1986 that efforts to ci#n B'nnaa ﬁen--hundwd ;
ater quality has impraved on two o fors.
improvement between 1986 and e e nf e Wﬂ

2017 are dissolved oxygen(DO) aga}ngtanth:wea_paramateramd'
and biological oxygen demand | providedthe datatoNMCG.
(BOD). The third parameteris - | Coliformsarea broad class of
faecal coliform level, which i ;
Cruclalioassessifthewateris
for drinking and bathing; this

The parameters where the
Water quality has shown

spearheading the 320,000 crove ! !
Namami Gange brogramme to  Rejuvenati nof Gangatabledin
cleantheriver. | o Parliament last year said that
. - Interestingly, theCentralPol- | duﬂngzﬂlﬁ-l'!;thamtalmﬁfﬂrm
lution Control Board (CPCB) elin 08 i
thecountry'spoliutionwa

== measured the » =E

the DO level yaried between
mg/land88mg/], includingRis-
hikesh were it was 10mg/1. In.
1986, the DO measured in Ris-
_hikeshwas8.1mg/1. 5 i
DO isthelevel of oxygendis-  setti
solved in waterand is.a crucial . Pla
parameter in assessing water )
quality. The lesser its level, the i
lesserare thechances of survival
ofaquaticlifeincludingfish,
TheBODlevel-amount ofdis-
solved oxvgenneededby aerohic lag M it g industrf
biological organisms fo break  “TheCAG) tabledlag spected §——
downorganicmaterial presentin. . clearly shows thatquality of the [ :
the water - was found tobeless | river has deteriorated over the
than the permissible level in  years.The CPCBdataforDO and

fewer stretehes, including those -BODdoesnotreflectthetruepic:
near Rishikesh, Haridwar, ture, which will be clear only
Garhmukteshwar and Patna,

when the figures for fecal coli- -
The Gangaflowsthroughfive  formisalsodisclosed”
states (Uttarakhand, Uttar Pra: Ths_nﬁ.n:is.tryuﬂ'mialﬁitedm-‘
desh, Bihar, JharkhandandWest  thefirstinstanceclaimed thatin
Bengal)beforeitreachestheBay thepastfew yearsfecalcoliform:  for:
of Bengal, i level has remained the sam
“Ourpresentaimistoachieve
baﬂﬂngstandardeangg.And
mesteps,miﬁamdsoﬁmsemtq
be bearing result. The DO level
wasmorethanSmeg/linmostpla-
cesexceptsomestretches of Kan-
pur. But even here there is
i improvement. Some species of  andpeople; athethere, In
ﬁsheshavebeensighted_,-tlmalsq Varanasi, onanaverage 25010300
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RIVER ROW The Cauvery water
dispute, which has been going
on for a century, has drawn battle
lines between the two states as
both wait with bated breath for
the apex court’s final verdict

KV Lakshmana
 letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI/ BENGALURU: The century-old
Cauvery water dispute between Tamil
Nadu and Karnatake could see a final
settlementsoon asthe Supreme Court
is expected to give its verdict on the
issueany timethismonth. Aheadofthe
judgment, thetwostatesaretense with
anticipation and apprehension as it
willimpact the fortunes of millions of
farmersoneitherside.

Passions are running high. In poll-
bound Karnataka, the Congress-led
government can ill-afford to upset
farmers now and in neighbouring
Tamil Nadu, the Opposition is mount-
ing a frontal attack on a wobbly
ATADMK government.

ITtisinthisscenario that Tamil Nadu
chiefminister Edapaddi Palaniswami
last month sought an

audiencewithhisKama-

Tomorrow: taka counterpart Siddara-
TamilNadufarmers | maiah to urge him to
hope Karnataka is release 80 thousand mil-
fair, latter says lion cubic feet (tmeft) of
our needs first Cauvery water that was
: dueto Tamil Nadu, as per
thefinalawardof the Cau-

very River Water Disputes Tribunal.

Citing poor storageinitsreservoirs
and its own irrigation requirements
and the drinking water needs of an
expanding Bangaluru, Karnatakahas
allegedly defied the Supreme Court
order and refusedto release water.

The farmers in the Cauvery delta
farming fields here were hoping for
a good crop this year after six succes-
sive drought years, who desperately
need water to save the standing
Samba crops (rice grown between
Augustand January), may once again
bedisappointed.

Siddaramaiahappearstobeplaying
for time and is unlikely to meet EPS
before the Supreme Court verdiet-cit-
inghis preoccupation with statebudget

CAUVERY CRISIS

Ahead of SC ruling, Karnataka

Srrpemerieesn ey e

gggr water share

. Tamil Natiu farmers are cnrlng hmse lor 15 tmcft of water tu save the standmg mba crop, hut the state uovarmrwnt is
in a bind given the precariously low storage level in the Mettur dam.

slated for February 16.

“Therewillbe no meetingbefore the
verdict. We are expecting 470 tmeft of
waterfor Karnatakain thefinalaward
asagainst the 270 tmcft given by the fri-
bunal “says Brajesh Kallappa, the Con-
gress spokespersonfrom Karnataka.

Karnataka water resources minister
MB Patil told mediapersons that Kar-
nataka was not in a position torelease
any more Cauvery water. Tamil Nadu
had already received 113 tmcft so far,
which wasmore than whatisstipulated
under adistressformula, headded.

Expertssay itis not without reason
that Tamil Nadu farmers see Karna-
takaasthe villain.

They say that Karnataka has built
new dams and reservoirs, de-siltedits
water bodies and canals and with a
political unity of purpose was better
prepared for the battle.

Tamil Nadu farmers are crying
hoarsefor 15 tmeft of water tosave the
standing samba crop, but the state gov-
ernment is in abind given the precari-
ously low storage level in the Mettur
dam. That’s onereason why chiefmin-
ister EPS has lobbed theball in Karna-
taka's court, but the Opposition in

Tamil Naduis notimpressed.

The DME's working president MK
Stalin said the state government should
have forced Karnataka through the
Centre by taking an all-party delega-
tion toDelhi. .

MDMEK leader VaikochargedF 'mc
Minister Narendra Modi with treating
Karnataka with kid gloves as he was
eyeing votestocapture Karnataka that
goestopollsintwo months.

“What tospeak of irrigation, people
will not even have drinking water,”
Vaikosaid, painting a dismal picture.

While politicians on eitherside whip
upemotions, some counsel negotiated
settlement-farmertofarmer meetings
to thrash out a solution in a true give
and take spirit.

Kodihalli Chandrashekhar, afarmer
leader from southern Karnataka,
blamed the politiciansforthe mess, say-
ing, “Iffarmerson both sides sitdown,
a solution can be found without
any trouble.”

Chandrashekhar said that govern-
ments wereresponsible for thespate of
suicides by farmers in both states.
Industrialistsare helped, butnot farm-
ers, herued.

SRAJAMHT

Like Chandrashekhar, S Ranga-
nathan, the 82-year-old general secre-
tary ofthe Cauvery Delta Farmers Wel-
fare Association and the original peti-
tioner for settingupa Cauvery tribunal
in the Supreme Court, calls for a dia-
logueas well.

He says nearly 80% of the crops in
Cauvery delta need water for three
more wettings or they will die before
being harvested.

Ranganathansaysthe Cauvery delta
isamong the most efficientrice-produc-
ing fields in the world and it would be
better tosave TamilNadu'sstatus asthe
rice granary of south India, just as it
must be ensured that Bengaluru
thrived as the IT powerhouse of the
country. Karnataka’sdry weather and
soil quality would be better suited to
millets rather than water-guzzling
crops like paddy and sugarcane,
headds.

Despitethese arguments, batlelines
aredrawnaheadoftheverdict. Karna-
taka's Mandyaregion, theepicentre of
violent protests by farmers and pro-
Kannada groups in 2016, is already
tense. The state police has stepped up
securityinthe region.
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= An excavator clears the lake of nets tied to catch prawns.  HTPHOTO

Khurda
ODISHA

.~

LAKE SPREAD

Area: 900 sqkm to Ti65 sgkm
(between summer and
monsoon)

52 rivers and rivulets drain
into the lake
BIODIVERSITY

300 fish varieties found

131 bird species found. In
winter, their number is 8 lakh
134 Irrawady Dolphins
spotted

7 Chggh..age‘_/_/%

== Prawn ghery

Saving the waterbody

For decades, Chilika's ecosystem was being steadily eroded
by prawn mafia who encroached upon the fertile shoreline

PRAWN FARMS

900 prawn gheri area

in 177 sgkm

152 sqkm area demolished
so far

ECONOMY

12,363 fishermen families
14,000 tonne

annual fish/prawn/crab catch
reported

¥480 crore

economic value

hilika lake br?glges as govt

removes illegal prawn bunds

TAKING ACTION The demolition drive that began last June has
unclogged the lake’s waters by tearing up miles of fine mesh nets

DebabrataMohanty .
» debabrata mohanty@htiive.com

BHUBANESWAR: Asia’s largest
brackish water lagoon, Chilika
Lakehasjustgotafreshleaseof
life on the back of an ongoing
government drive to eliminate
illegal prawn farming that was
choking one ofthe world's finest
biodiversity hotspots.

For twodecades, greedy busi-
nessmen, some with alleged
political connections, strung
fine-mesh nets hooked to bam-
boo and wooden sticks that
trapped Chilika's famed prawns
as well as other marine resour-
ces. The illegal prawn farming
wasslowingkilling the sensitive
eco-system,

The nets, locally, called
gheris, erected for the lucrative
culture of Bagda Chingri (local
name for tiger prawns), set the
cash registers ringing for the
businessmen while ruining the
livelihood of twolakh traditional
fishermen along the Chilika
coast.

Now, for the first time in two
decades, a demolition drive by
the Odisha government that
began last June seems to have
unclogged the lake's waters by
tearing up miles of fine mesh
nets.

With barge-mounted excava-
tors dredging through the Chil-
ika shoreline for months
together, more than 85 per cent of
the prawn gheriesarenow gone.

“The lake is breathing free
now,” said Suresh Mohapatra,

. additional chief secretary, Odi-

sha forest and environment
department, who during his
termasdistrict collector of Puri
20 years ago had tried clearing
theillegal gheries without much
success.

The lake spread across Puri,
Ganjam and Khurdadistrictsis
among the world’s most amazing
biodiversity hotspots having
more than 300 varieties of fish
and at least 130 Irrawaddy Dol-
phins whichare now considered
endangered species. Italsoplays
host to an estimated 8 lakh

migratory birds that fly thou-
sands of miles every year from
Siberia and the Caspian Sea.

Fishermen had alleged that
since the early 1990s, the lake’s
ecosystem was being steadily
eroded as the prawn mafia -- with
allegedlinks tothe Congressand
ruling Biju Janata Dal -- steadily
encroached upon the fertile
shoreline and created theirown
prawn farming ground for
breeding tiger prawns thatfetch
anything between 500 to 31,200
perkg.

Political parties deny any con-
nection withthe prawnmafia.

“I categorically deny involve-
mentofany Congressmeninthe
prawn gheries. In 1999, when I
wasaminister in(the) Giridhar
Gamang cabinet I personally
fought against the prawnmafia,”
said Prasad Harichandan, Odi-
shaPradesh Congress chief.

BJD spokesperson Sasmit
Patra also ruled out his party’s
involvement saying, “AsfarasI
know no BJID leaders are
involved.”

Theshoreline ofthelakeisthe
most fertile ground where phyto-
planktons (microscopic marine
algae), the food for the aquatic
animals grow.

As the prawn mafia created
their own mini lakes with mesh
nets, the prawn juveniles they
reared there grew in size devour-
ing most of the phytoplankton
resulting in rest of the fisheries
starving.

“The rising profits due to
prawn gheriesled fo their mush-
roomingover thelake. Fromjust
about 5sqkmin 1989 the gheries
spread over 175 sq km till last
year. Apart from hampering
natural growth of fish, it hin-
dered free flow of water and
accelerated the process of silt-
ing,” said Sushant Nanda, chief
executive of Chilika Develop-
ment Authority.

Though gheries were being
cleared earlier, the collusion
between local officials and the
prawn mafia meant that the
meshnets wereup withinhours
ofan ‘official raid’.

Frustrated over its failures,
thegovernmentlast year dusted
upthe37-year-old Orissa Marine
Fishing Regulation Act, 1981 that
hadaprovision of authorizinga
government official for clearing
theillegal gheries. The govern-
mentauthorized the chiefexecu-
tive ofthe CDA toclear the gher-
ies with the help of police and
other departments.

Thedemolition team did meet
obstacles and at one village of
Puri district abutting the lake,
the prawn mafia used crude
bombs late last year to scare
them away. But the demolition
drive has had an excellentrunso
far clearing illegal gheries in
over 151 sq km area while offi-
cials are on course to clear the
restofthe gheriesover 256 sq km
inaboutamonth's time.

“Unlike previous years, the
mesh nets have not come up
again quickly,” said a local offi-
cial

Local fishermen who had
tough time fishing due to the
prawn mafia, are overjoyed.

“Wearealsoabletofish peace-
fully. Earlier, henchmen of the
prawnmafia usedtothrashusif
we came near the prawn gher-
ies,” Bhikari Jali, a fisherman of
Chandraput village of Khurda
district said, addingthat the fish-
ing catch has goneupin the last
3-4 months. District Fisheries
Officer of Khurda, Khetrabsi
Behera added that the prawn
catches have gone up by 20% in
the last few months.

Environmentalists say
removal ofthe gherieshasled to
avisible change of the lake'seco-
system.

“We can see sponges in the
lake which were not visible ear-
lier. The migratory birds were
earlier confined tothe Nalabana
bird sanctuary, but this year
they were spread all over the
lake. Besides, theTrrawaddy Dol-
phins are being spotted in paris
of the lake where they were
never seen. This would help
Chilika get the tag of world hers-
tagesite,” said environmentaSst
Biswajit Mchanty.
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