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IS was ¢l

s warmest winter in 12 yrs

Maximum Temperature ln Feb 2.7°C Above Normal; It Was 1°C Higher Even In December
TEMPS ABOVE NORIVIAL OH 24 DAYS

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: This Delhi win-

ter was the warmest in 12 .

yearsintermsof day temper-
atures. Just like in January,
the maximum temperatures
inthemonth of Februarytoo
were the highest since 2006,
Metrecordsreveal.

The December-February
period is generally consid-
ered the winter season in the
capital. In 2017-18, while day
temperatures in January
and February were at.a12-
year high, the average maxi-
mum temperature in Decem-
ber was 1. degree Celsms

“higher thanniormal. /

Taking the three months
together, the city hadn’t seen
such warm day conditions
since 2008, which ‘was the
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anuary day témps 1.7°C higher than
normal, warmest in 12 years -

warmest winter on record in
atleastthepast25years.

The average maximum
temperature in February
was26.5degreesC, amassive
2.7 degrees higher than nor-
mal. Day temiperatures were

‘above normal on. 24 af the28

daysinthemonth. Thiswasa

i .frend that continued from
January, when the average

maximum was 17 degrees
higher than normal and day
temperatures maxedthenor-
malon23days.

Experts said a major rea-

son for warm days during

the two months was lack of

rainfall. No rain was record-
ed in the city in February
whereas the normal for the
month is22mm.

“Both January and Feb-
ruary this.-year were dry

and miostly ,cloud.less. In
such conditions, the sun's
heat plays a_ big role in
warming up the day. Also,
westerly winds blew during
much of February These
winds are  generally
warmer than the ones com-
mgt‘romthenurth ”said Kul-
deep Srivastava, head of
IMD’s Regional Weather
Forecasting Centre.

Snowfall in the western
Himalayas too was much be-
low normal this year, which
led to mild winter conditions
throughout ' north India.

. “There was just one western

disturbance’ that “brought
raintothenorthernplainsin
February, but the wet weath-
er bypassed the capital,” Sri-
vastavasaid.

Experts - said ‘globa.l
warming too could. be play-

ing a role. “Delhi has been
witnessing mild winters
for the past three years
while ‘day hem,pemrures in
February have been above
averagesince 2015,” Srivasta-
vaadded.

While max.lmum temper-
atm'eswemveryhlghdurmg
thiswinter, the clear sky con-
ditions meant that the day-
time warmth quickly radiat-
edout after dark. This meant
that night temperatures we-
ren’tashigh. In February the
average minimum temper-
ature was 11.2 degrees C, 0.8
degrees higher than normal.

On the brighter side, dry
and clear conditions, along
with “high temperatures,
meant that pollution levelsin
the capital in all three winter
months were lowest in the
past three years. i
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