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Leaders of
Punjab and
Haryana have
conveniently
changed their
stand and
stance on the
issue of water
sharing and
the SYL Canal,
in the course
ofthe last 40
years. This
needs the
attention of
people of
Punjab &
Haryana and
enlightened
citizens.
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SYL Canal: Mired in political opportunism

SucHA SINGH GILL

HE issue of water sharing

between Punjab and Haryana is

onthe agenda of all political par-

ties in the wake of the Supreme
Court hearing on Presidential reference
on this issue. The issue before the
Supreme Court has been the validity of
Punjab Termination of Agreements Act,
2004, Politicians from all the major par-
ties in Punjab — the SAD-BJP combine,
the Indian National Congress and the
Aam Aadmi Party — have declared that
they will not allow any drop of water to
flow to Haryana, The Punjab Assembly
passed a bill on March 14, 2016, to deno-
tify the land acquired from the farmers
50 that the SYL Canal can be filled with
earth to block any flow of water through
it. This can be understood in view of the
coming Assembly elections early next
yearin Punjab.

This issue has also united all political
parties of Haryana — the BJE, the INLD
and the Haryana unit of the Indian
Mational Congress — to get water to flow
through the SYL canal. The Supreme
Court stayed the process of filling the
canal in Punjab by appointing the Home
Secretary, Government of India, Chief
Secretary and the DGE Punjab, as
receivers to control the filling of the canal.
Thisexposed the opportunism of leaders
from various parties on this issue.

Records show that two notifications
were issued by the government of Punjab
on February 20, 1978, for the acquisition of
land for construction of the Sutlej Yamu-
naLink Canal. Inthe wake of aletter writ-
ten by the Punjab government on July 4,
1978, demanding Rs 3 crore for its con-
struction, the Haryana government
issued a cheque of Rs 1 erore, which was

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9497218?show=print

accepted by the Punjab govemnment on
March 31, 1979, The Akali Dal-Janata gov-
emment then had the same person as the
chief minister as now. The same chief
minister got the Punjab Assembly to pass
the Bill to denotify the land under SYL
Canal. The construction of SYL Canal
was inaugurated by the then Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi at village Kapoord, in
Patiala District on April 11, 1982, The pres-
ent PPCC Chief was the MP from Patiala
and was present on the occasion. He was
responsible for getting Punjab Termina-
tion of Agreements Act, 2004, passed later
on. The major part of the canal was com-
pleted after the Rajiv-Longowal Aceord,
which stated in clause 9 that: “Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan will continue to
get water not less than what they are
using from the Ravi-Beas system on
01.07.1985" (9.1). The claims of Punjab
and Haryana for the remaining waters
were to be referred to a tribunal
presided over by a Supreme Court jud ge
and decisions of the tribunal were to be
binding on both the parties. It was fur-
ther stated in elause 9.3 that: “The con-
struction of the SYL Canal shall contin-
ue. The canal shall be completed by
Aupgust 15, 19867, When the major con-
struetion of the canal was undertaken,
the present PPCC Chief and the Aam
Aadmi Party convener were ministers in
the Punjab cabinet of the Akali Dal.
This brings out the opportunism of all
the major political parties and their kead-
ers. They have been changing their posi-
tion on this issue and rousing the pas-
sions of masses to gain political power
especially now, at the juncture when the
Punjab Assembly elections are due in
February next year The opportunism of
a political leadership in both Purgab and
Haryana too has been exposed. The

Farmers filling the SYL Canal with the help
of tracked excavators in Saini Majra
village in Ropar district. Fm

water that flows to their respective terd-
tories through canals is used in an ineffi-
dent way. In both the states, canals
which carry water from the rivers and
their distributaries are noet propedy
maintained. They are not regulady
cleaned and their banks are not re paired,
causing occasional breaches in them and
damaging crops by flooding the fields.
Thereis alot of wastage of water, The tail-
end farmers do not get adequate water.
Consequently, water-use efficiency is
very low. The Planning Commission
reports based on field studies bring out
low water-use efficiency of major and
medium irrigation projects (2012).
Politicians ruling Punjab and Haryana
do not lose any opportunity to pit farm-
ers from Punjab and Haryana against
each other but have never thought seri-
ously of improving water-use efficiency.
By improving water-use efficiency by 15
to 20 per cent from the present level can
compensate each state to the amount
they are fighting for a share in the Ravi-
Beas waters. Experts in the region, espe-

cially from Punjab, have been warning
the government about depleting ground
water resources since 1986, Several
reports have been submitted to the state
government, research papers have
appeared in research journals and arti-
cles in the newspapers — all urging the
government to take corrective steps. Sug-
gestions have been made to move away
from the water-intensive cropping pat-
tern which is not sustainable. The gov-
ernments in the region have been com-
pletely neplecting these warnings and the
entire region ofthe North-western plains
of Punjab, Haryana and western UP has
become water stressed. Ithas been right-
1y pointed out by Capt. Amarinder Singh
that at present, Punjab's annual agrieul-
tural requirement of water is 52.5 MAF
against the total dependable availability
of 26.9 MAF from the Sutlej, Beas and
Ravi rivers. But even if no water, hypo-
thetically speaking, is given to any other
state, Punjab will remain water stressed
a5 long as we continue with the existing
cropping pattern and irrigation technolo-
gy. The issues are how we use the avail-
able water and how quickly we adopt a
sustainable cropping pattern. For not
daing so the blame has to be shared byall
those who have been at the helm of affairs
in Punjab and Haryana.
Theissue of river water sharing in a sit-
uation of scarcity cannot be settled on
the basis of the water requirement of dif-
ferent states but on the formula of shar-
ing assets and liabilities in the Punjab
Reorganisation Act of 1966, in a 60:40
ratio between Punjab and Haryana cov-
ering Sutle), Ravi, Beas and Yamuna
{which was available to Punjab before
creation of Haryana) rivers, as suggested
by Amarinder Singh. This appears a just
and equitable way in the present situa-

tion but has been avoided in all notifica-
tions since 1976 on this issue and by var-
ious tribunals set up forthis purpose.

The Government of India announced a
National Water Policy in 2013, urging
states to take appropriate measures on
water issues. It was suggested that in
each state a Water Repgulatory Autheority
needs to be set up to regulate the use of
ground water resources. This has been
completely ignored by the states. It was
decided by the Punjab government not
toaccept this policy. Saving water ar put-
ting the existing water to efficient use is
not on the agenda of the governments
and political parties in the region.

The only agenda the politicians in pow-
er, or aspiring to be in power, have is to
rouse the emotions of the farming com-
munity so that they rally behind them to
fight against the neighbouring states.
They are trying to divide farming com-
munities when they need to be united at
the national level to mitigate the farming
crisis and resolve the conditions leading
to farmers’ suicides. The leaders who
have presided over the depletion of the
region’s aquifers are daiming to be ready
tomalke any sacrifice for saving the Ravi-
Beas waters.

The silence of the Central government
on this issue not only appears intriguing
but displays an unwillingness to resclve
the issue, allowing the situation to drift
and leading to chaos. Punjab and
Haryana are simmering with discontent.
Political parties share power at the state
and Centre but are not prepared to forge
a common vision to solve decades-old
issues and share river waters in an equi-
table and just way.

The wriler is on the Faculty of CRRID,
Chandigarh.
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HIMACHAI

Strong winds, rain lash reglon

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, APRIL 4

Scattered rain accompa-
nied by strong winds
lashed several parts of the
state today, plummeting
the mercury. The sky
remained overcast during
the day in Shimla and other
places. High-velocity winds
accompanied by intermit-
tent rain were witnessed at
isclated places in the lower,
mid and higher hills.

The change in weather
has left farmers and fruit
growers worried as stormy
conditions are considered
harmful for the standing
wheat crop in the lower
areas and stone fruit/veg-
etable crops in the
mid/higher hills.  “The
wheat crop is ready for har-
vesting while the stone
fruit crops are at the set-
ting stage. The weather at
this stage can be harmful,”
said farm experts.

Tissa and Bharmour in

Tourists walk inthe rain at Shimla on Monday. PHOTO: AT KANN AR

hours while Kukumseri and
Seobagh recorded 13 mm
and 12 mm rain, Saloni T
mm, Manali 5.2 mm and
Bhuntar 4 mm.

The maximum tempera-
ture stayed at 38.2 degree C
in Una while Nahan and
Sundernagar recorded 32.6
degree Cand 31.7 degree C
followed by Bhuntar 25.0
degree C, Shimla 21.9
degree C, Manali 16.6 degree

the tribal areas of Chamba C and Ealpa 13.4 degree C.

district received 27 mm and The minimum tempera-

21 mm ofraininthe past24  ture dropped by one or two
CORRIGEND UM I‘

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9505192?show=print

degrees. Keylong in Lahaul-
Spiti district recorded zero
degree C, Manali 5.4 degree
C, Kalpa 86 degree C,
Bhuntar 14.6 degree C,
Shimla 14.8 degree C, Solan
16.0 degree C, Palampur and
Sundernagar 174 degree C,
Una 20.7 degree C and
Nahan 219 degree C,

The Met Department has
predicted dry weather in
the region  tomorrow,
raing/thunderstorm at iso-
lated places on April 6 and
dry weather till April 10.

Farmers worried

B The sky remained over-
castduring the day in
Shimla and other places

BThe change in weather
has left farmers and
fruit growers worried
as stormy conditions
are considered harm-
ful for the standing
wheat crop in the low-
erareas and stone
fruit/vegetable crops
inthe mid/higher hills
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE: A bridge |5 covered with floodwater on the outskirts of Peshawar on
Monday. Flash floods triggered by heavy rain in Pakistan have kllled at least 55 people and rescuers are
trying to help thousands of survivors, including some cut off by a landslide in a mountain valley, officials
said, A disaster management official in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province said nearly 150 homes had been
destroyed and tents and blankets were belng distributed to the homeless
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u The pontoon bridges built for the World Culture Festival held in March being dismantled.

Yamuna fest: NGT panel yet
to visit site to assess damage

STUCK Committee says Art of Living must first vacate the Yamuna floodplain

HT Comespondent
= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The damage, it any,
the Yamuna floodplain suffered
because of the Art of Living
Foundation’s culture festival is
unlikely to be ascertained any
time soon.

The National Green Tribunal-
constituted principal committee,
which was to submit its report
by April 7, is yet to visit the site.
[t may seek more time to submit
their report.

The committee on Monday
wrote to the tribunal chairperson
asking if the foundation would
vacate the site.

Representatives of the founda-
tion said they were in the process
of vacating the siteand will do it
as soon as work on removing the
stage — which was spread over 7
acres —is complete.

Itison the basis of thereportof
this committee that the tribunal
will ascertain how much damage,
if any, was caused to the flood-
plain. It is also supposed to tell
the tribunal what the road map
for the restoration is and how
much money will be required.
Thismoney is supposed to be paid
by the foundation, according to
NGT’s March 9 order:

The foundation told HT last
week that it needed time till the
second week of April to dismantle
the stage and vacate the site.

“Our role is to return the site

the way it was. We have taken on
board some environment experts.
One of themis Dr Rakesh Ranjan,
an environmental consultant. If
there isanything specific weneed
to do, we will. However, we won't
allow any sort of damage to the
environment,” Artof Living foun-
dation trustee Rashmi Palliwal
had told HT.

On April 1, the NGT had filed
an application requesting the
tribunal to accept a bank guar-
antee instead of the 4.75 crore
that it was supposed to furnish,
as ordered. The foundation was

...We have taken on board some environment
experts. One of them is Dr Rakesh Ranjan, who is an
environmental consultant. If there is anything specific

we need to do, we will.

RASHMI PALLIWAL, Art of Living Foundation trustee
|

asked to pay 5 crore.

They submitted 325 lakh on the
day of thefestival and furnished
an undertaking that the remain-
der will be submitted by April 1.

The application said the NGT is
in the process of finalisingapro-
posal to conduct a study to assess
the damage to the floodplain.

The tribunal asked the peti-
tioners in the case to reply to the
request and the proposal.

The counsel for the petition-
ers, Sanjay Parikh, said they were
opposed to the idea and submitted
photos to show that damage to the
floodplain was apparent.

“Therespondents (foundation)
had given an undertaking before
the tribunal that they would pay
the amount in three weeks and
now they are coming for exten-
sion of time. This is subversion
of rule of law and the tribunal’s
orders,” Parikh said.

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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55 DeAD IN PAK FLASH FLOODS

® The weather system that brought the B Flash floods triggered by heavy rain in
unusually heavy rain was expected to move Pakistan have killed at least 55 people and
northeast, towards northern India, rescuers were trying on Monday to help
although more isolated storms were thousands of survivors including some cut
expected in northern Pakistan, the off by a landslide in a mountain valley,
Meteorological Dept said. officials said. Reuters

The IndianEXPRESS Tue: 95 April 2016

epaper editions Spaper. indianexpress. com/c/9505243

[ B

O = = ™ s



doft &

ot et | e e

e e Al ereurSieeh A aerre
TN 3 fou Ri=r afEerrel
1 A5 V[ F F IRER
Fehrerd %1 2| for R Y wRr R
IR FT A N e #
S Y QY AT FA T AT
TR F1 STefea F Ao
T e S

Sreeh T TR ¥ 339 Wy

RT3 T AT A T A fopan
for it it ofed s aerel
RO 37 Tl A @ T
TR STohe JohTaeAl T el
&1 <t e s I et 3
81 o <Torarg aftad § st
T R e s aerd el
TEHR F W GO B A S
T&0T % W & e dm
IRA I 99 - 2016 %
IgHET T H Wt F g¢
Seeft 7 w1 F e @ e
TG % FHARTER P BRI HH

¢ : oiceit

- .4

fefeTs o1 el G
| e et & aer g
mﬁgamﬁlmm’r _
RIS & forg e o

H wrget gfg g1 59 SRR Qe
iR fafmio g e, F@Rrat
ARG H 55 e S wdie
iR R worfeE RRr ) Rl
¥yt mamie fie Ywerdy
o qrll it el @ R ¥ o
T QI 9 RS T S 3 U

@



e A AT A et 2 e e

e oeanst 3R

3 BA A BA 60
et e Prefie S \ ﬁ:amﬁamémﬁmaﬁ P25 8 AT A BT
SR A TR o o B
a@aﬁsmmmﬁ wa o8, 7o & IR & U BRI st et
ST TINY . e Ao eed Achar 22 OF o 81 I 5
T TETI MW 3 g el B A gEl TR e i Rftet 2
& Ao T g B FHGRE 3§ e 3§ RBE




	1
	2
	3
	4
	18d12376-01b5-4e9e-806f-dd450772abf5
	scan0001

