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, ?REVIGUS MONS@OH
k”NeW De]lu 1nwhat‘ dan WRECASTS

I spell good news forIndia’s |
i farm sector and theecono-

i“:rnonsoon for the country

¢ this year on the back ofa

- statistically very high pro- =
1bilit:

E bility of adroughtyearfer
[ India as a whole but war-
#*ned of a *higher risk” of
i deficient rain in peninsu-
# lar India and major por-
L tion of the north-eastern
partthroughtheseason
- It said, “The Monsoon
12018 is likely to remain
‘normal at 100% (with an
error margin of +/- -5%) of
the 1ong perlod ’average
(LPA)

Je beyond 110% of the LPA is.
considered as ‘excess’

. accurately predicted 2017 ted normal’ monsoon for  had ruled out possmlhty of
- monsoon butnotso We]l _ 015but it turned outtobe El Nino at least till August
2015 - i , idroughtyear with‘defici- ~ and has given reasons for
chance of - ‘ent’averagerainfall, theweaﬂleragencytobehcr x
i Anythmg less than peful for ‘normal monsoon

L 55% ,
- monsoon and that east In-
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_researchers plan

{\Pt s

nations plan to step up
research into dimming
sunshine ‘to curb climate
change, hoping to judge if a
“man-made -chemical suns-
hade would be less risky
. than aharmfulrlsemglobal
. femperatures. .
- Research into “solargeo-
; engineering”, which would

Scientists in ‘developing

mimic big volcamc erup-
[ tions that can cool theEarth
? by masking the sun witha
" veil of ash, is now domina-
- ted by rich nations and umi- -

‘ versities such as Har, ard
and Oxford.. :

@ desh, Brazil, China, Ethio-
pia, lndia, Jamai
iland, wrote in the journal

; Twelvescholars fromco-
| untries ‘including Bangla—,

Thas=

tists in developing nations

~study regional impacts of so-

lar geo-engineering such as

ons, said Andy Parker; a co-
-author and project director of
the Solar Radiation Manage-
mentGovernance Initiative.
Rahman said the acade-

‘mics were not taking ‘sides
- about whethe geeengmeeL
frmgwould WorkAm gpro

Nature that the poor were |

“most vulnerable to global
warming and should be
“moreinvolved. - :
siad “‘Deve]opmg ; cquntmes
‘'must lead on solar geo-engi-
I neering research,” they wro-
~te ina commentary. “The ove-
rall idea (of solar geo-engine-
ering) is pretty crazy but it is
gradually taking root in the
world ¢f 2
author Atig Runiman, head of
: theBangladeshCentreforAd
f vanced Studies.
\? “The solar geo-engmee

i ringstudieswould be helped

"by a new $4,00,000 fund from
I'the Open Philanthropy Pro-
“ject; a foundation backed by

“Dustin Moskovitz, a co-foun- -

der of Facebook; and his wi-
t fe CariTuna, they wrote. '

- Thefund could help scien-

=earch,” said lead -

posed 1deas »zplanes “might
spray clouds of . reflective
sulphur particles high in the
Earth’s atmosphere’ “The

‘techmque is comroversml,

and rightly so.Itistooear
know what its effects «1d
be: it could be very helpiul or
very harmful,” they wrote.

" © ‘AUNpanelof climateex-

perts, in a leaked draft of a
report  about ‘global war-

ming due for publication in
‘October, is sceptical about

“solar geo-engineering, say-

ingitmay be “economically,

socially and institutionally -
‘infeasible.” rReuters 11 -

on droughts, floods ormonso-
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MUDDYING WATERS
Tarml Nadu and Kamataka should desist from an emononal
: response tothe Cauvery rssue : : @ L

i ELIVERING IIS VERDICT on the Cauvery water drspute on Februaty 16, the
: Supreme Court (SC) had asked Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and
) i Puducherry, the states contendmg for the river’s waters, to shun their
: g parochial outlook. It had called for a basin-centred approach to the im-
broglro Butsrx weeks after the verdict, the matteris back at the apex court with the par-
ties to the dxsputeatloggerheads over the mechanism to administer the court’s award.
‘Given that the Cauvery dlspute slretches back to more than a century and involves lay-
-ersof cornplxcatlons itis understandable that the two riparian states differ over the res-
-olution mechanism. However, whatis unfortunate is that the drsagreements havetaken
-an emotive hue in Tamil Nadu and poll—bound Karnataka 'lhls is agalnst the spmt ofthe
apexcourt'sverdict.
s February the SCmodified the 2007 verdrct of the CauveryWater DlsputesTrﬂaunal
(CWDT) — an agency it had constituted in 1990 — and increased Karnataka’s share of
Cauvery waters at the cost of Tamil Nadu. The Court asked the Centre to formulate a
“scheme” within six weeks so that i its award “is smoothly made functional”. But what
‘has complicated mattersis thatthis mechanism s different from the one enunciated by
the CWDT. The Tnbunal recomrnended thata Cauvery ManagernentBoard “be entrusted
with the function of supervrsron 10f reservorrs and the regulatron of water releases from
the Cauvely' ThlS isnotamere dxfference in nomenclature “Scherne" isthe terrmnology
-.used inthe lnter State Rrver Dlsputes Act, 1956 and, accordmg tothe Kamataka govern-

: ment what the Court means byitis“a dlspute resolution ‘body”, very distinct from the
regulatory agency mandated by the CWDT. Kamnataka also contends that the SChas “left
the contents of the scheme to the discretion of the Ceritre”. Tamil Nadu disputes thisin-
terpretation argumgthe ‘scheme” should be as per the recornmendatlons of the CWDT.
With electionsto the Karnataka assembly alittle morethan a month away, the Centre
has played itsafe. Ithas asked theSC “ifitis opento the Centml govemrnent ﬁarnmg the
scheme invariancewith the recommendatxons contamed inthe: CWDTreport”.The Tamll
“Nadu government has also approached the Court contending that the Centre’s delay in
giving effect to the February verdict constitutesa “contempt of court”, The state govern-
‘mentiswell withini itsrightsto approach the SC.Butwhatis unacceptable isthatboththe
‘rulrngAlADMl( andthe opposmon DMKare competmgwrth each other toraise tempers
over what is an emotive issue in the state.On Tuesday, the AIADMK calleda smke with
L‘href Minister E K Palaniswami n:4 his deput:, 0 Pannesrselvam participating in the
;protests. The SC will hear the matteron Apnl 9. The pames will do well to hold their
;horses - at least tlll then ' B e ,
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