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Fllthy Yamuna does its
bit to cool down Delhi

Iayashree. Nandi
@Eimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Beliove it or nod,
the sewagefilled Yamuna is
playinga major role in keeping
Delhi's femperatures under
controk.

¥ the Yamuna had a
heulthy flow, it cowld help
check the urban heat islang
{L{H#) phenomenon in the ¢ty
The surface temperature in
and around Yamung is about
half of what's recorded in
huilt-up or open aress i sum
mer According to & recent
stidy by the department of ge-
ography of Delhi School of Ee
onomics, the Yamuna, avenue
trees and the Ridge, which isan
auterep of the Aravalis, have
alsoensired that the UHE effect
i Delhi is lower than that of
Mumbal.

A series of studies by Ram
Babu Singh, head of depart
mentof geography revealsthat
parts of Delhi, especially open
areas of western and south
western Delhi, traffic nodes,
open conerete stretches like
theairportand thegreaaround
it as well as buili-up vrban ar-
was record the highest temper
atures because they radise
heat. Areas with vegetation or
water bodies are obvionsly the
coolest. But the difference n
surface temperatures of these
areas is massive, fo say the
least.

For instance, in summer
{April-May} the surfuce fem:
perafire where  Yamuna's
depth is the maximum records
abeut 23 degrees Celsius com-
pared to the surface temper
afure of builiup, agricultorgd
HI'2AS O OPEN Conerete areas
stch as the airport, which re-
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cords 43 t0 45 degrees. in parts
of Yamuna where the water
quality is poor and scanty, the
surface temperature increases
to 28 degrees. This gives scien
tistsreason fohelieve thatif Ya
muna had a flow,; i could help
maintain Delhi'sextrems heat,
“Fhe river has relatively
high heat storing and fransfer
capacity it passes through six
districts of Dethiand acisus s
heat moderator for the eity
Lakes and dealns inthecity ab
so play a similar role. Even

though there is a smali propor-
tion of area covered with water
bodies, the spathal Jocation of
thesefestures hasa vitalrole in
{fHicreation. Thetemperature
of the drains ranges from 28 fo
29°C," says thestudy

The builtup or highly ur-
banized pockets in both Delhi
and Mumbai have experienced
a two degree rise in average
temperature, aceording to
Singh. In Delhi, these areas in
chude Janakpurl, Okhla indus-
trial area, Jahangirpurd, Shah-
daraandothers. "Wehave been
frying to say vegetation sd
and use have a very close rela:
tionship with each other It's
apparentinthesestudies,” add-
od Singh.

Thestudy published in"Iin-
vironments”  journal  con-
chdes "Tn Mumbal, there ex-
istsstrong UHTL but this isweak
for Delhi,.. Delhi has a larger
area under green cover, and
henee, the UM effect is dimin-
ished, In Mambai, the absence
of tree cover, along with other
factors, has led fo ncreased
surface temperafire In this
scenario, it becomes impera
tive to focus on astyicier Imple-
mentationof whan plapning.”

ButDeihi's HHl effect isdef
inHely mcreasing, say scien
tists. According o a recent
study by Cenire for Atmo
spherie Sciences at [T Helhi,
thedivrnal temperature range
{difference between the maxi-
rran and minimum temper
ature} is decreasing rapidiy
The IYFR for Delhi that was
12.48 degrees in 2001 hus re
duced 1o 1054 degrees in 201,
ipdicating that the minimnn
temperabie at night time or
early morning s steadily in
Creasing.
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Ganga ﬁll be polluti0n-free'f-by
October 2016, s

Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI: River Ganga will
show first signs of being pol-
Letion-free by October next
vear and the first projeet on
inter-linking of rivers {Ken-
Betwa) will tuke off within g
year, Water Resources Minis-
ter Uma Bharti said here on
Thursday.

She said the “Namami
Gange” project had been “de-
laved” as the Centre decided
{obear the entire fending, in-

stead of agking States togive a’

matching grant, and thus had
te re-work its financiat plans
and approvals, A sum of Rs.
12,000 crore has been set
aside for the project,

Asking the Congress not to
politicise the Ganga and in-
ter-linking of rivers, she de-
nied the charge of a saffron
agenda and said that the river
was connected with the live-
lihood of 50 erore people and
the entire economy of pop-
ulous States such as Bjhar
and Uttar Pradesh were de-
pendesi on it

3
Covonng b, ik

ays Uma Bharti

Union Minister Uma Bharti says ‘Namami Gange’
praject is delayed as Centre decided to bear entire
Junding - proso: sanpeer saxena

Speaking on the one year of
her Ministry, she said the
government would have to
ertact a law or bring a policy
that would ensure sustaing-
bility of pollution-free Gan-
ga. “We are moving in that
direction and need wider
consuitations," the Minister
said. .

Criticising the Congress

for finding holes in the Da-
manganga-Pinjal and Par-
Tapi river links, Ms. Bhartj
offered to make “presenta-
tions" on the Gunga and riv-
er-linking before Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, par-
ty leader Maflikarjun Kharge
and Samajwadi Party chief
Mulayam Singh to enable
them o explain the factual
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position te their party
leaders.

"If you say that it is a saf-
fron agenda, then you should
re-think. I am ready for a pre-

- sentation at their residence,”
the Minister said.

Asked about displacement
of people that the rivers nk-
ing project will bring, Ms.
Bhart! said not a single per-
son would be removed if he/
she was not convinced about

"4 better ife and four-times
the compensation, '

. Ground water
management

-The Centre would send
teams of young entrepre-
neurs gbroad to study river
and - ground water manage-
ment and Hhow to do more ir-
rigation from less water, Fhe
teams would be sent to Tsrael,
Australia and the United
Kingdotn.

Ms. Bharti said the govern-
ment was aware of lowering
“of ground water levels and
was ‘working on  better.
management,
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Jaitley downplays monsoon fears,
says govt has enough food stocks

Finance Minister says inflation won’t go up and concerns are misplaced

Sees economy on recovery path

® Fnance Minister Arun Jaltley (pic) says there was a shmilar skt
atlon last year but the gitput of foodgrain had actually gone up

™ He doesn’t see the fall in the stock markets as a trend and
cites improvement in the GDP, rise in indirect tax collec-
tion, forward movement of stalled projects and falf in bank
norrperforming assets as indicators that the economy is
recovering and will continue to do so

™ The IME has predicted deficient rains for mainly the norti

west ragion comprising Punjab, Haryana and western {ttar
Pradesh, which Jaitley says have good irrigation facilities

[RIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELET, FUNE 4

Seeking fo play down the
ears of a deficient mensoon
sifeciing  the economy,
Finance Minister Arurn Jait-
ey today said foodgrain
production and  inflation
would not be adversely
affected and the “concerns
vere mispiaced”.

The Finance Minister said
n the past 48 hours, ever
since the Met Depariment
sredicted deficient men-
soon this year, several con-
-hugions were being drawn
n an exaggerated manner.

Giving the message that
he government was on top
f the situation and seeking
0 allay concerns of foreign
nvestors as well as the
lomestic constituency, Jait-
ey was altempling to keep
ke focus on an economy
hat was on recovery mode.

Dismissing worries on

3

Coverip i

aceount of fall in foodgrain
production and a spike in
inflation, Jaitiey said there
was a similar situation last
year but the oufput of foed-
grain had actuaily gone up.

On inflation, he said: “The
government has enocugh
food stocks. Inflation was
not allowed to climb up
even last year though raing
had been deficient.”

Jaitley said the IMD had
predicted deficient rains for
mainly the northwest
region comprising Puniab,

LY

Haryana and western Ultar
Pradesh, which he said had
good irrigation facilities.
He also did not see the fall
in the stock markets in the
iast couple of days as atrend
and cited improvement in
the GDP rise in indirect fax
colieetion, forward move-
ment of stalled projects and
fait in bank non-performing
assets as indicators that the
econoiny was recovering
and would continue to do go.
“The kind of speculation
that we have been seeing

and speculative analysis
that we have been reading
ahout appears to be some-
what mispiaced,” he said.

Jaitiey said he had met
IMD officiais to take stock
of the monsoon forecast and
said rather than the sheer
volume of rainfall, more sig-
nificant was its geographi-
cal spread and ming.

The IMD has predicted that
rainfall was likely to be only
88 per cent of the long-term
average. The RBI cited risks
to inflaiion from the mon-

soon and suggested the gov-
ernment draw contingency
plans to deal with the impact
of poor monsoceon o prices,

‘Assuming that  the
advance predictions are cor-
rect, on account of geograph-
ical distribution the impact
on foodgrain production may
not be very significant,” he
said, The Minister recalled
that there was a similar mon-
soon pattern last vear,

Jaitiey said conclusions {o
be drawm on ihai basis of
either inflation or some
kind of distress sifuation
was far-fetched. I don’t
anticipate any situation of
this kind even with the kind
of prediction which has
heen made,” he said,

The government, Jaitley
said, was going fo take a
decision on raising the min-
imum support price of farm
products. “Consultations are
on and soon the matter will
go 1o the Cabinel” he said.



Age can't stop her.from
doing her bit for nature

Idra Skt Sl %, PEOPLE WERE SHOCKEO
N, ARrARTIE TN AT, L g -{0 SEE ME SWEEP Ti—IE
REW DELHL Indra e's house at Kalkaji 6 AROEN § OiO |T FOR MY

Extension is a zero-waste zone, Initislly
her hushand wasalarmed by herpocutiar - HAPPINESS ANO MY PLANTS,
habit of storing plastic, old tires, broken
pieces of glass and tiles ina room. But that EN%)RA bE _
did not deter Indra's passion for recycling. o n REE
Indra's hushand soon saw how, with  early 00s, she has involved herself incom-
sconomy and beaudy hiswiferemoulded  munity events. Ji1 1996, she approached
waste material into flower pots, garden  the Municipal Corporation of Delhito
deeorations und even buil a solar dever  adopt a bayren patch of Tand in front of
and centrad cooling system - all for less  her houseand worked to convert itintoa
than 1,000 garden. “People were shocked to see me
Indra, 76, wasone of thefirst residents  sweep the garden. 1 did it for my happl-
in south Delhi to start tagging bags and  ness and my plants. The planis ars my
sepurating plastic from biodegradable  children,” she says.
waste. “Nothing is waste for me. Hryand Indra'saimis to improve Delhis green
find gse for evervthing thing,” shesays.  cover and make people conscious of the
Her message is simple. People miss  importance of recycling waste and she
ant on the value of litfle things. They  believes everyone can go green if they
always think they can buy another onep  use their minds justa bit.
ard junk the old us rubbish and useless, Her nge doesn't prevent her from liv-
{Others assumethe government willclean] ing each day to the fullest. At this age,
up the mess. “Back in Chennai, peoplel  she herself gets drums Al of cow dung
always keep thelr surroundings clean. I\ from buffalo dairies and loads them in
simply fried tokeep the tradition alive” Y her WagonR, She haschanged the scheme
says Indra. of her house to optimise rainwater har-
- A successiid radiologist in England,  1vesting With each rain, she saves 5000
Indramoved fo Indiawithher childvente  [Hfres of water which she uses to water |
acquaint them with the country Since the er adopted garden. i
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Uttarakhand fails to gather

data on natural rgsoﬁrc%s .
RN &8

Kavita Upadhyay

DERRADUN: Almost two years after the former Utta-
rakhand Chief Minister Vijay Bahuguna an-
nounced that Uttarakhand would be the first State
in the country to gather data for Gross Enviren-
meni Product (GEP) to inonitor the “health” of
natural resources across Uttarakhand, the Con-
gress government has failed to adhere to the plan.

The announcement for gathering data for GEP ¢

was made soon after the 2013 Uttarakhand disas-
ter when it was felt by the State government that it
was essential to cater to development but envi-
romment concerns of the State must not be
overlooked.

A comnittee was formed to monitor GEP, Eavi-
ronmentalist Anil Prakash Joshi who is a member
of the, committee to monitor the GEP sait: “After
the disaster Mr. Bahuguna announced that Utta-
rakhand would be the first State to produce GEP
data. A committee of experts was formed. Howev-
er, the commitiee has met only twice and nothing
substantial has been achieved on the GEP agenda.”
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Rain to hitKerala
in two days: IMD

FRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHY, FUNE 4

Monscon may sirike Kerala
within 24.48 hours after &
delay of four days, the Indi-
an Meteorological Departl-
ment (IMBD) said today.

Though the day termnpera-
tures are all set to rise by 210
3 degree Celstus over plains of
notthwest and adjoining west
and central India from tomor-
row, IMEY's Long Range Fore-
casting  division chief D
Sivananda Pai said condi-
tions were niow favourable for
onset of MONSeoN.

Already, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Haryana, Chandigath and
Delhi have recorded 2 to 5
degree Celsius below normal
temperature afier rain and
thundershowers lashed most
paris of these states,

The irough of low over
southeast Arabian Sea and
adjoining Lakshdweep area
was tnore marked today.

Under its influence, rain-
¢all activity over Kerala has
increased. Wind flow over
southeast Arabian Sea has

slso become favourable.

i said the event may ocour
as early as fomorrow but the
declaration would depend
upen conditions and factors
prevailing at that point in
fime, The official anhounce-
sment would be made on the
basis ofthe data recorded at 14
weather stations, amount of
raing received, wind pattern
and cloud fosraation,

Notably, the VD had earlier
predicted monsoon onset on
May 30, with an error margin
of four days. However it
changed the forecast when
after reaching Hambantolain
Sri Lanka the monsoon’s
pulse lostits strength. Howev-
1, many meteorologists still
believe that the prevatling El
Nino effect may further delay
its arvival 4il} June 8. They say
the monsoon arrival will only
be symptomatic, that is fadfili-
ing basic requirernent.

In April, the IMD said rains
would be 83% of the average,
which is categorised as
“netow normal’. s revised
projection saysit will be 88%,
which means "deficient”.
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T_re ating untreated waste ‘
that flows into Yamuna ” |

%ﬁ Bcportez UR TE.S :

T YQIAL SEWAGE
PRODUCED

NEW DELHE Only half of Delhi
is connected Lo seWer lines,
which means that the other
half's waste flows, antreated,
inte the Yamuna,

Though the Delhi Jaj
Board i constantly expand-
ing its 7 200-km-long sewer
network, rapid development
was left Jarge portions of the
ity without any alternative.
A senjor DJIB official said:
“We are irying our hest 1o
add more colonies fo the net-
work, but there is vo mich
gnplanned development.”

Recontly, the DJB passeda
proposal to construct 81 hew
sowage treatment plants
(51Ps), 27 sewage pumpiag
stations and 600 km of sewer
tings. It has expanded its
treatment capacily from 613 -
million gallons per day treatment
(MGT) to 704 MGD. \

But, its current 5108 at 22
{ocations are working at 58

i
H

J— — " . :
H

I

W"Mpw to divert

per cent of their installed ca-
pacity. It is also worling on
the ambitious interceptor
sewer, which when complet-
ed is expected fo reduce pol-
wtion n the Yamuna by
decreasing the biological ox-
yygen demand by 60 to 70 per
cent.

Sushmita Sengupta, the
deputy profram director of
the Centre for Science and
Environment'’s waler wunit,
said more than new §TPs, ex-
punding the use of existing

Covering L, YIS

" (2014-2015} says

291 MGD of sewage into treatment plants

ones was more important.

»There is a need for decen-
tralised treatrnent as urban-
ization will keep happening,
more colonies will keep com-
ing up,” she said.

Whatever Dethi 8 doing
it working well enough.
The Union Environment
Ministry's annual report
that the
Central Pollution Control
Board found the pollution

jevel in the 40-km stretch of
the Yamuna it studied un-
changed over the years. The
CpCB did find sgradual re-
duction in poliation Toad
contributed by the major
drains in NCT-Dethi”

_However, the report add-
od: *This might be due toless
availability of fresh water in
the river, essential to main-
tain  its geif-purification
capacity.”



News Hemfletter/article/editorial published on(%{i_ﬂw 0506(?0/6 in the

Hindustan Times
Stztesman

The Times of India (N.D))
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nezv Bharat Times (Hindi

Punjab Keshari (Hindi
The Hindu \./n

- Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Heraid

Aai {Mind)
Indian Nation

M.P.Chronicle

Nal Duniya {Hindi)
The Thmes of Indig {A)

Blitz

and documented a2t Bhagirath{Englishi& Pa:b!rc:t;f Seefion, CWC

ENSURING FOOB SECURITY

Jaitley says monsoon fears mlsplace,d

‘Its geograph1ca1 d1str1bat10n is what matters’

- Puja Mehra -

NEW DELHL Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley said
here on Thursday that con-
cerns about the impact of a
deficient monsoon on the
ecopomy were “misplaced”
and “far-fetched”. ~

He told presspersons that
conchusions were being made
inn an exaggerated manner af-
ter the India Meteorological
Department  forecast on
Tuesday that rainfall would

| be only 88 per cent of the

fong-ferm average. -
“The speculation and anai-

| yses we have seen in the last
48 hours ever sinee Indis pre-
i dicted a deficient monsoon

this year, appear to be some-

- what misplaced,” he said.

Mr. Jaitley said what was

| relevant wasthe geographical
| distribution of the monsoon
i and the timing of rain. “These
| are almost as significant, if
! not more, as the volume of
i rainfall
| pact is more significant than

by which the im-

thesheer volume itself”
The Minister said food-
grain production would not

| be affected significantly by a

below-normal rainfall in the

| north-western region as it
1 was well irrigated, while the
+ monsooen had been projected

to be normal in the rest of the
countzy.
Alsa, India had enozzgh

k]

. Pt Vg

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley addressing
a press conference on the monsoon forecast, in
New Delhi on Thursday.— PHOTO: KAMAL NARANG

foodgrain stocks to meet any
contingency, he said. "The
food management we saw last
year prevented any form of
inflationary trends and this
vear too, price rise will be
curbed,” he said.

He had allocated an addi-
tional Rs. 5,000 crore in the
Budget for the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-

" ployment Guarantee Scheme,

which was -expected to help
address the problem of rising
distress in rural incomes,
“The advance predictions
appear to be suggesting that

Coveriag L., YIS

rainfall will be closer to nor-
mal in the southern, central
and north-eastern zones ..

stight nadequacy If at all will |

bein the north-west ... so that
will be parts of Haryana,
western {Jttar Pradesh and
Punjab where irrigation facii-
ties are avaliable,” he said,

The Finance Minister said’

meoming data on the econo-

my had been showingthat the

recovery. trend was confin-
uing. Of this, he said, the lat-
est figures on indirect tay
colections, in  particular,
were encouraging,

Monsoon to hlt%ala -

NEW DELHI: The southwest

" monsoon is expected tohit

the Kerala coastinthe -
next 48 hours aftera delay
of four days, the India -
Meteorblogical

- Department said rm
* Thursdsy.

-In 8 statement, the'

- department said the
* monsoon could hit Kerala

anytizse now as rainfsll
activity hud increased ever
the State.”

The startofthe

- monscon in Keralamarks
- the official onset of the

rainy season in the
country. The ustal date ef

- onsetis Junel

The department had
initially said the raing
would hit the sputhern
State on May 30, but

 revised the forecast fo

Jupe§, - .
. “The trough oflow

pressure over the

sontheast Arabian Sea and
adioining Lakshadweep is

more marked on Thursday.

Under its influence;

_rainfall activity over- .

Kerala has increased,
Wind flows over the
southeast Arabian Sea are
also'Becoming favonreble,”

‘anytime now: IMD

“Eager wait for rain.

the IMDsaidina
" staternent.

Intense rain

Private forecasting
agency Skymet said rain
was lkely to get intensein -
the next two days,.
“While the rain

- rerained minimal in the -

jastcouple of days over -
Kerala, itpicked upinthe -
last 24 houss. Rainfall -
activity is Hiely to get
intense in the nexttwo -
days and more showm are
expected over the State

and adjoining parts. Aswe
move shead, more parts of

- Kerala are i:kely tobe -

lhathed bygood pre- -

monsoon rain, ushering in
monsoon in Indis,”

 Skymet said. — PTI
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Uma:No forceful eviction of tribals

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

New Bethi 4 June

Assorting that the govern-
ment won't alow any foree
ful eviction of tribals and
poor for carrving ont water-
refated projects, Unlon water
rescurces minister Uma
Bharti also said the Ganga
projects and other schenes
of her ministry would show
resulls by October 2618,

“We need some time,
Water Issnch a complex sub-
ject. On Ganga ang other
projects, we will start sho-
wing results by October
2016,” she said.

Dwelling at length on
varions facets of the work-
ing of her ministryduring
Jast one vear, the minister

said the “achievements of

one yvear of the Modi gov-
ernment can be compared
with one thonsand years
performance”.

She lashed out at the
Congress and counseled
Sonia Gandhiand Mallikar-
jun Kharge to “desist” from
doingpotiticson projectsfor
cleaning Ganga and river
inferlinking proiects.

“One Congress leader
savsthat Namami Gange s
a programme with saffron
agenda. lam ready fora pre-

Hnion minister far water resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation,

tima Bhartt addresses a Press conference in the capital on Thursday.

hs

sentation hefore Gpposi-
tion leaders like Sonia
Gandhi, Mallikarjun
Kharge and Mulayam Singh
Yadav on what Ganga pro-
ject is all about,” she told
reporters at a Press con-
ference held here {0 high-
Light achievemnents of her
ministry on the comple-
tion of NDA government’s
first yvear

“This project is also
aboit eeonomy and jobs

for St crore people along the
river Ganges,” shesaidand
argued that the entire econ-
omy of Bihar and UP was
dependent on the Ganga.

i vou say that itisasal
fron agenda, then von
shouldrethink. lamready
for a presentation at their
residence,” she said.

Mz Bharti said the Cen-
tre has decided tofully fund
the massive clean-up project
for which Rs 20,000 erores

has been earmarked recent-
Iy,

Ondisplacement of trib-
als and other poorer sections
for major projects like
Polavaram, she said: "Kol
Jjabardasti eviction nahi
hogi (There wilinotbeany
eviction by force)”. The
eviction will be carriedand
projects made functional
only after local tribalsand
others have acecepted the
retief packages drawn up
by the government{s} both
at the Centre and the state
level, she added.

Onthespread ol arsenic
in eastern India, she said
the minisfry is looking at
possibilitios of utilising
water from deeper layers of
aguifersto tackle theprob-
lem.

The minister attacked the
Cpposition in Maharashira
for plaving politics over
Damanganga-Pinjal and
Par-Tapi links, implemented
by the NDA government. "1{
is very sad... to manage
river water going waste info
thesea, we llave initiated the
Par-Papilink,” shepointed
out and slamnmed Congress
leaders for describing the
project as pro-Gujarat and
nof in the interest of Maha-
rashira.
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Centrat Water Commission
Technical Documentation Direclorale
Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section

dekkkdk ki

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

i —
Dated > . E) D

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Ceniral Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

1
sistant Difector {publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath {English) & Publicity

Director (1.D))

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.}, CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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