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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 3 JUNE

The Mahanadi river water
dispute between Odishaand
Chhattisgarh aggravated fur-
‘1 ther today with Odisha chief
minister Naveen Pamaik today
saying that Chhattisgarh has
unilaterally shupgll gates of

Kalmabarrage caissing

B Inaletterto Chihattisgarh
chief minister Raman Singh,
Patnaik requested him to
openthegates and ensure free
flow of water in the Mahana-
diriver to downstream areas
in Jharsuguda district.

= Singhinhislettersaid that

" theKalmabarrageis one ofthe
sixbarrages unilaterally taken
€ upbyRaman Singh govern-
mentacross the inter-state river
Mahanadiwithout any refer-
enceorregard to the interests
of Odishastate and itsinhab-
itants.
Thedecision tostop the flow
“ has affected drinking water
needs of the Odisha people.
The people of Sambalpur,
Tharsuguda, Bargarh and many
other districts have been
affected and there is wide-
spread unrest among them,
said Mr Patnaik.

todownstream areas of Odisha. -

Heemphasised that stop-
pingfree-flow of wateris con-
trary to the inter-state ripar-
ian rights as per the 1945
understanding when the
Hirakud Dam was planned.

The Odisha government
has already filed a statutory
complaint under Section-3
of the Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act of 1956 and one
ofthedisputesin the complaint
specifically refers to six bar-
ragesincluding Kalma barrage,

‘Odishahasalsofiledan orig-
inal suitin the Supreme Court
alongwith Interlocutory Appli-
cation torestrain Chhattisgarh
government from proceeding
with the construction of six bar-
rages, including Kalma barrage
across Mahanadi.

Chhattisgarh is expected to
maintain status quo during
pendency of the case, noted
Patnaik. Itis pertinent to note
here that since last year the
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Water dispute between Odisha
and Chhattlsgarh aggravated

Odisha governmenthasbeen
raising the issue with the Cen-
tre. The Naveen Patnaik gov-
ernment had drawn flak for
having “slept” aver the issue
for overadecade when Chhat-
tisgarhwent ahead withits plan
of constructing dams and
barrages. Infact the B]D gov-
ernment had underplayed
the issue when it was raised
in the state Assembly in 2001
and subsequent years. It was
onlyin2016thatthe BJDtook
tothestreets. The Centreisyet
torespond to the Odisha gov-
ernments’ petition for a tri-
bunal.

Twice the Union Water
Resources Ministry had con-
vened ameetingwith thetwo
states and suggested forma-
tion of 4 joint committee to
solve the issue. Odisha had
tejected the proposal then,
demandingstoppage of con-
struction work as a pre-con-
dition to any study/survey or
committee.

Chhattisgarh CM Raman
Singh has held the view that
his state was using only 4 per
cent of the water in Mahana-
diand almost the entire catch-
mentareaisin Chhattisgarh.
Odishaisusing more than 80
percent of the water, he said.
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CONFLICT 6F INTEREST CHARGE

Chief of panel.that
cleared Ken-Betwa
link is now govt

agencyhead = @

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEWDELHIJUNE2

THREE MONTHS after an expert
panel of the Environment Min-
istry cleared the Ken-Betwa river-
link project of the National Water
Development Agency (NWDA),
the panel'schairman, Sharad Jain,
was appointed the director-gen-
eral of NWDA. Jain pointed out
that the Ken-Betwa link project
was cleared “long before” his
NWDA appointrnent.

In its first meeting on Dece-
mber 30,2016, the reconstituted
Expert Appraisal Committee for
River Valley & Hydroelectric
Projects (EAC-RVHP) chaired by
Jain, professor at the National
Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee,
recommended the NWDA's Ken-
Betwa river-link project for envi-
ronmental clearance. Jain was
given additional charge as D-G,
NWDA, on March 29, 2017.

Callingita“clear case of con-
flict of interest”, a group of ex-
perts and activists wrote to
Environment Minister Harsh
Vardhanon Monday and sought
Jain's resignation from the ex-
pert appraisal committee (EAC).

“The reconstituted EAC he-
aded by DrJain cleared the Ken-
Betwa link project, overruling
theissues that four earlier meet-
ings of EAC had raised about the
project. We have written to the
minister forareview of the EAC's
decision and (sought)Jain's re-
moval as EAC chairman,” said E
ASSarma, aformer central gov-
emnmetif secretary and ofieof
the signatoriés.

Jain told The Indian Express,
“To suggest that I was rewarded
for dlearing a project s ridiculous,
as this is anyway an additional
charge for which I am not paid.
And how can we be faulted for
clearing the project in our first
meeting? Evaluation is an ongo-

-ing process, and every (EAC)
.meeting builds on the progress

made inthe previous meetings.”
" Intheirletter, the group of ex-

perts and activists referred to the
“precedent” when “in 2009, the
then chairman of the EAC

director of hydropower compa-
nieswhose projects came before

“the EAC headed by him™ to back

their demand for Jain's removal.
“Anumber of NWDA projects
come to EAC for approval. How
canoneexpect that the EAC chair-
manwould be able to objectively,
independently and scientifically
appraise a project of the organi-
sation of which he is the director-
general,” asked Himanshu Th-
akkar of South Asian Network on
Dams, Rivers and People.
Dismissing the precedent
cited for his removal as “incom-
parable”, Jain said, “You can’t
compare a private company
with NWDA. As far as the issue
of conflict of interest goes, no
NWDA project has corne up be-
fore the EAC since my appoint-
ment as director-general. When
it does, I may abstain from the
meeting, or from the discussion
on the specificitem on agenda.”
Jainalsorejected the percep-
tion of potential bias in experts
from government institutions
cdlearing government projects. “If
we don't want experts who draw

salaries from the government to

evaluate government projects,
thén we cannot allow private ex-
perts to assess private projects
either. Solet'simport foreign ex-
perts then,” he said.

Sarma reiterated that the gov-
ernment should not have ap-
pointed Jainasthe NWDAD-G af-
ter appointing him EAC chairman.

While top Environment
Ministry officials refused to com-
ment on the issue, Jain chairec
the EAC meeting as scheduled in
Delhi this Tuesday.

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj {Hind)

indian Nation

Nai Duniya {Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

{(RVHP), Dr P Abraham was as- -
~ked to resign since he was also

-~ -

= el o W W o o N v o= AS R RA>»A M

=™t

)‘




-

/
News item/letter/arficle/editorial published on

6]!3’; in the

Hindustan Times: Nav Bharat Times (Hmdl) M.P.Chronicie
Statesman njab Keshari {Hindi) Aaj {Hing)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniys {Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of india (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

wﬁmﬁwﬁﬁw%wﬁ

- RedRam A ss TG T

aﬁaﬁqﬁaﬁmz{mﬁww

’ ;ff;mmnméﬁm#ﬁém

“fen e | ivae € fF

7 A1 ¥ qed HR WER

AzTrETE T A e

1Y F T G SR A
¥ foTu 85 ©Rg T =) AW
areifeg @] ot wiRd fasmr 3

59 U yrae ferdt wH
A1 IHIR HN F T ST~
ST G e
& formes 915 Hifean § @R
"M % WS G SR E

i ‘ T
ﬁ?ﬁmmw

O-E-1F

H




