SYNTESMAN NEWR SERVICE

rictsflood-hit and wouidcali
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on 11 August fo
seek relief package for the
massivedamagecansed by the

. Toodsthatclaimed S ves il

The move is a shift from
herearlierstard about not tak:
ing Central assistance for
floodt retief. Sources at Naban-
na saidtheaidforagricaliure
sector alone would amountto
over Rs 15,000 crore.

Herating her earlier move
to prevent Opposition from
reachingoni topeopleby col:
lectingand distributingrelief,
Migs Raneriee today urged
nobody fo collect donations
frompeopleon thepretextof
helping the floed victims.
Domtdistribute usedclothes
as it offends people, she said
adding: “If anyone is inter-
ested fo helpthemthenhe/she
candonate nthe CM'sRelief
Fund”

Miss Hanerjee said she
had called up Union power
minister Pijush Goyal this
morning to reguest him to
instruct DVC not to release
waterany further “1imay be
your{meaningDVC's} option
to submerge us but nofours.

Holkata, 4 August thk

" ¢hief Minister Mamata

PVC is doing business in
Bengal and is in turn sub-
rherging us, Please sparg us
6 "ammﬁlg;" shetoldMr
Goyal. Miss Banerjee rued
hatshetookupthelssuewith
former PrimeMinister Man-
mohan Singh bui nothing
has improved. She said that
theissuewilibetaken upalong
with Central assistance dur
ing her Delhi visit on 11-12
August. Miss Banerjee had
on Saturday fold media per-
sonsat Nahanna, "Wewillnot
goto Centre for any aid. Did
the Centre send any maney
tocombat thedisaster inDar
ieeling? We are poor people's
goveramentand wili gobeg-
ging door to door if needed
to raise funds.”
Afterholdinga videocon
ference withDMs andSPs of
the flood affected districts,
Miss Baneriee said 12outof
2 districts are flood-affected
which means thataround 76
per cent of the state is flood
hit. “We will ask Centre for
funds#rom the Nationai Dis-
aster Relief Fund ~ which
incindes shares of ali the
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Crop holiday in 1 Krishna area

= Three-member panel on distributing resource declares ‘crop holiday’
DECISIONS OF

Ch V.M. KRISHNA
RAQ | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 3

The three member com:
mittee on distributing
the Krishna waters
betweent Telangana and
AP on Monday decided
10 reserve the existing
storage at Nagarjun
asagar and Srisaitam for
the drinking water
needs in both the states,
and virtuaily deciared a
“erop heliday” for the
areas served by irriga-

tion projecis on the

river.

In a repeat of 201213,
when the water situa
tion was precarious, the
commitiee decided to
hold the “anticipated
inflows” into Krigshna
projects i Augusi,
September and October
as reserves for drinking
water needs up to Junhe
next year

The meeting was cha

THE MEETING WAS CHAIREQ BY
R.K GUPTA, MEMBER SECRETARY ... ..
OF THE KRISHNA RIVER BOARD

" Whatev water available above the 519 #t level ai.

@ Srisailam dam.

which has Nagariunasagar will be utilised for the drinking watef
already reached . | needs of Hyderabad, Nalgonda and Khammam Vit~
dead storage, will : lages LGder NS Left Canal and AMR Ln‘t Scbeme

be further deplet- |

ed to 790 or B Water shail i mThedead | m Fresh ;nfiow
nelow to release | not be released | storage water tnto Srisailam
about 710 8 TMC ¢ for irrigation - will be sufficient will be reserved
#t of water to . purposes under | to meet drinking for the drinking
keep the level at | any project till a . water needs for  water needs tili
510 &, further review. | almost a month; June’16,

ired by Mr RK, Gupta,
member secretary of
the Krishna  River
Management Board, and
was atiended by engi
neering in-chiefs C.
Muratidhar and M.
Venkateswara Rao of
Telangana and AP,

The meeting decided to
keap the minimum draw

down level (MDDL) of

Nagarjun-ssagar Dam
at 510 fi to ensure that
Hyderabad’s drinking
water needs are not
affected. On Monday,
water at theé NS Dam
stood at 510.7¢ 1,

It may be mentioned
here that the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water
Board has already
piaced a request with

the KRMB to keep the
NS Dam level at 510 %
otherwise they cannot
1iff the water to the capl
tal city.

“It is a critical situa
tion. We have {o hope for
good inflows at least in
the coming  three
months,” Mr
Muralidhar said.

He added that both the

governments had
agreed not to release
avaiisble water for irri
gation purposes despite
some farmers raising
crops on their own due
to jocal rains.

The precarious situa
tion has virfuaily sealed
the chances of supply
ing water to the Chennai
drinking water scheme
from Srisailam. Without
maintaining a level of
854 # at the dam, water
¢annot be drawn for
Chennai threugh the
Tetugu Ganga project.

Presently, water from
the Tungabhadra dam is
supplied to the
Tungabhadra - High
Level Canal
(Anantapur) and Low
Level Canal {Kﬁmoai}
in ‘AP hesides in
Karnatska Apart from
this, there is no water
availabie to any project
i{}?both Telangana and
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h-strapped authorities
put coastline under threat

Constr_uctcon,
Erosion Top
Worries: Panel
SebothNarma@timesgroup.com

ndia‘s 7508 km long coast
line, home to over 171 mil-
lion people, is under threat
and the government machin-
ery meant to manage # is in
disarray The coastal zene
managemerit authorities
(CZMAS) at the national and
state level are orphaned bod-
ies with no financial support,
except what they raise by
chargingfees from those wani-
ngproject clearance. Theyare
packed with ex-officio bureag-
crats from various depart-
ments with Hmited expertise.
Their meetings are spent in
discussing project applica-
tions, They clear 80% of pro-
Jects but never go back tomon-
itor or check vielations, They
don'thave maps with requisite
details. They have not even
marked out thehigh tideline
These are the shocking
findings of areport prepared
by & group of envirommental
activists cum experts from
the Cenire for Policy Re-
search, NewDelhiandtheNa-
mati Environmentsl Justice
Program. The authors inter-
viewed siting and ex-mem-
bers of the CZMAs, analysed
minutes of 356 meetings of
theCZMAsand looked at high
courtand National Green Tri-
bunal cases over the vears.
By 2 1991 government no-
tification, thecoast isdivided
intofour zones.--onestretch-
es over the water while three
stretch landwards going up
to 500 meters from high tide
level. Muitiple, contesting us-

PROBI.EM AREA

S

11 milion

Coastal districts} | Coast
73 {ncluding affected

\h‘ettmctsi Marine protected
43230 sekrn | area | 62712 sakm

Source: Centre for Coastal Zone Management and Coastal Shefter Selt

es are vying for a piece of the
coast- indusiries, real estate,
tourism, Hvelihoods, mining
and cohservation, says
Meenakshi Kapoor, one of
theresearchers.

“There are threats from
unregnlated  construction,
discharge of untreated ef-
finents and sewage, destrue-
tien of mangroves, deterio-
ration of critical ecosystems

and CZMAsweresetup. Onpa-
perthereare strict rules abowt
where you can build & hotel or
an ice factory, ang where you
can have fish processing units
or net mending vards. And,
the CZMAS are supposed to
keep a tight watch. But the re-
ality isreverse,

The report narrates in
harrowing detail their anal-
ysis of 35¢ meeting minutes

In most coastal Indian cities, poorer sections are
forced to five in slums on the coast.

authorities allow destruction of natural drainage
and wetlands, as in Mumbai, causing flooding.
Over 90% of sewage pouring into the sea from

87 big cities is untreated

such as estuaries, saitpans,
coral reefs, efe and coastal
erosion,” shesald.

in most coastal Indian ci-
ties, poorer seciions are
forced tolive in slums on the
coast. Municipal authorities
aliow destruction of natural
drainage and wetlands, asin
Mumbai, cansing fleoding.
Qver 9% of sewage pouring
intothe sea from 87 bigcities
isuntreatad.

Itwastoregulateand mon-
itor these threais that the
coastal zones were notified

of national and state
CéMAs. The NCZMA dis-
cussed 157 agenda iHems be-
tween 2003 and 2013 of which
73 related to reclassifying &
piece of the coast so that i
can he used differently. Just
12 cases of viclations and
just one case of reviewing
what the state CZMAs were
doing was discussed.

The state CZMAs were
initially given Rs 5lakh each
by the central environment
minlstry Afier that they
havebeen lefttotheir ownde

vicestill 2011 when stategov-
ernments were asked tofund
them. Meanwhile each state

CZMA has hammered onf its

ownway of raisingfands,

In Goa, ¥ you want to set
up a commercial instHution,
vou apply to the Goa CZMA
andpay Rs 16000 fees. For set-
ting up anything worth upto
R4 5 ¢rore, you pay process-
ing fees of Rs 25,000 in Guja-
rat, Rsllakhin Maharashira

or just'Rs 10,000 in West Ben-

gal. Since the money is com-
ing from proiect proposals,
maximum time is spent by

the state bodies discussing

them, In Keraia, Karnataka,
Meaharashira and Odisha,

over90% of theagenda items |

were project proposais.
In other states, thls fre-

guency was between 60 to
_B0%, with only Goa having !

46% frequency, according to
analysis of meeting minutes
between 201G and 2015,

The report recommends
an overhanl with better defi-
nition of roles and powers,
more resgurces, participato-
ry planning, bringing in

transparency, and improv- |

ing monitoring and comph-
ance. Otherwise, thls bu-
regucratic mess will be
unabletosave India’s coasts.
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Rain returns to city, leave

s

many areas waterlogged

Tinees News NeTworg

New Delhi; An extremely hu-
mid day gave way to moderate
to heavy showers inthecityon
Tuesday evening. The sndden
spei of rain started around
T.30pm and intensified within
seconds, leading to waterlog-
ging insomeareas,

“No rain was recorded at
Safdariang i1 8.30pm since
rain in the area started affer
that. However, large parts of
the¢ity recorded rain between
7.15pm and 7.30pm. The next
few days will witness similar
weather,” said a Met official.

The department said there
wasa cyclonic circulation over
Punjab and neighbouring ar-
eas because of which there
was presence of high levels of
moisture in the ain, leading to
high levels of humidity There
is also a western disturbance
over the western Himalayan
region which was already
moving inaneast-northeaster-
iy dirvection on Tuesday, while
angther one Hes over west AL

SUBBENSHOWER:SEmiIar ather expectad for the next fow days

Rajesk: Mehita

ghanistan and adjoining Iran.

“The next few days wiil see
isolated showers across north-
west India. The capital will
witness a generaily cloudy sky
with the possibilify of rain
and thundershowers in some
areas between Angust 5and 8.
There is also the possibitity of
rain and a thunderstorm on
Aupust 9 and Aungust #),” said
the official.

The sharp reduction in
rainfall activity sinee the last

week of July has seen the total
rainfall over Dethi fall 15 mm
below normal. THl mid-July
Delhi was enjoying a substan-
tial surpius this season, large-
Iy due to widespread rainfall

in June and parts of July

Northwest india, asa whole, is
enioyving a surplus of 8% rain

since Janel.

The with southern Penin-
suda fairly dry, the overadl rain-
fall in the country was 7% be-

low normal on Tuesday




/Haryana plans eco-zone in NCR -

TIMES CITY -

Activists Call For B:gger Bufter Zone Around Asola-Bhatti, Link To Sanska

Jayashree Nandi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: in what isa piece
of good news for those con-
cerned about the weifare of

wikdlife in Delhi's Ascla

Bhatti Sanctuary and the
adjoining Aravalis, the Ha-
ryana government has final-
Iy decided to declare an eco-
sensitive zone arourid itsbor
der-particularly that with
Delhi'sforests.

An ESZ is ¢ buffer green
area where any activity that
can impact ecology is re
stricted.

The exact radius of the
ESZ will be finalized only
once geo-referencing of the
area is complete. The ESZ
will aiso cover sacrad grove
Mangar Bani, off the Gur-
saon-Faridabad highwaw

Activists, however, fear
an ESZ of a few hundred
metres or aven a kilometer
radius wili be of no help. The
Faridabad Aravalis, which
are covered with scrub for-
estg, comprise a large avea.
The hilis, themselves, are un-
der threat from real estate
projects. They aiso havelarge
tracts of private land that

YNDER SIEGE: { arge parts of Maryana's Aravalls are privately owned

Haryana's ESZ will cover
the sacred grove Mangar
Bani, but activists say an
ESZ of afew hundred
metres or even a kilo-
metre radius will be of
no help. They say the
state should declare the
entire Faridabad Aravalis
a forest. But the Haryana
CM has only promised a
500m buffer zone so far

GREEN POCKET
DELNI .% %w

Sangam
Vihar

Dekn-Haryar . (

- V ....... W

could hebuiltupanytime.

“The catch is this—the

AravalisinFaridabadarenot
notified forest, so they have
no protection. A kilometre
will not even cover the dis-
tance up to Badkhal lake. Tt
may only touch Mangar but
not cover the entire area.
Why doesn't the Harvana
government declare the Fari-
dabad Aravalis forest?" said
environmentalist  Chetan
Agarwal.

The Deihi government
has beenpursuing the ESZ is-
sue with Haryana for a long
time now because the states
share an important wildlife

corridor. Leopards, striped
hyenas and jackals have been
reported to use this corridor
from either side. However, in-
creasing encroachments and
infrastructure projects have
heen eating into the corridor
Onthe Harvana sideof Asola
sanetuary, the large green
space not yet notified as for-
est Is an important wildlife
habitat. The Snow Leopard
Trust had documented pres-
enceof lgopardsinthearea,
“Thewidthof ESZ wilide-
pend on the practicad shua-
tiom on the ground, Existing
houses or habitation cannot
be moved. There are also

roads in some parts. On the
forestareashared withDelhi,
the CM has assured a 500m
buffer zone. Mangar Bani
will be covered,” said & senior
official of the Harvana forest
depariment.

Belhiforest officials, how-
ever, maintained that Harya-
na has promised a buffer zone
of Tk The ministry of envi-
romment, forest and climate
change had issued guidelines
folowing a Supreme Court
order fo all state govern-
mentstodeclareESZsaround
their respective forests. "In
cases in which sensitive cor-
ridors and ecologically im-

portant patches, crucial for
landscape  linkage, have |
width even bevond 10km, !
these should be included in |
the eco-sensitive zone,” say |
theguidelines.

"The Haryana Aravalis
are already part of a natural
conservation zone which isa
no-consiruction area. QOnly
construction forrecreational
purposes is allowed-.within
aHmitof (.5%. The ESZ noti
fication should be even more
stringent and it should help
connect  Saviska  National |
Park tothe Asola wiidlife cor
ridor through the Faridabad
Arayalis," Agarwal said.
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TOI Campaign
Takes Off At
Sanjay Lake,
Wins Praise

Times Mews Nerwouk

New Delhi: The TOI Green Drive
was launched on Tnesday by liew
tenant governor Najeeb Jung at
Sanjay Lake in east Delhi. Com.
mending TOI for faking up this
initiative, Jung sounded an alarm
over the fast reducing green eover
in the city, Students from 14 schools
across NOR responded enthusiasti-
cally by following Jung's lead and
blanting saplings at the site. By the
end of the day 2,200 saplings had
baon planted.

The campaign, which will cover
select spots in the city in the com.
ing days, will culminate in at least
one lakh saplings being planted in
Tilpat Valley, Maldan Garht, on Au-
gust 36, 2015,

"Historieally, Delhi has been
one of the greenest cities in north
India. There was no city of this
magniinde with so mueh water

b 701
<4 GREEN
DRIVE X

Delhi Denlopmem Auvthority

and  greenery” reealied Jung,
"When | was growing up, we could
drink water direetly from the tap.
There was never a problem of et
ting shelter under a tree. Ryt ovar
tiie past 40 vears, we have system.
atieally reduced onr green cover 1t
is & pity we don’t understand that
SVErY successive generation will
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LFE REALLY GROWS O TRECSS
PLANT ONE TODBAY ! :

SRETUOTHE CausE DDA V-C Arun Goel, LG Najeeb Jung and Hero MotoCorp's CSR head Viay Sethi at the faunch

LIFE REALLY GROW
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B Sidhola | vilage
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suffer becanse of this.”

Jung, fowever,
pointed out that the
ciy's green cover
was still substan-
tial, comparable
to Enropean
cities, and i
Wds 1p to the
children now
o make sure
that it was not
only sustained bt
ephanced. He requested Lagh®
schools fo provide books en B
botauy to spread awareness
about the Rind of trees that
are there in the city and the
wavs in which they can be
preserved. He emphasized
on the need {o create infer
est in the natural growth of
frees.

“Clean Delhi is fine, growth of
Delhi is ine but we need to ephance
the tree cover of the eity, and that
should be our motto,” he said, Sipik.
ing a note of optimism, Jung

. told the students: ¥
have seen denu-
dation of the
iree Covemnsin
nty life but you
wHE see s ye-
covery.”

dung, who is
als¢ the chair

!

Sec 28 -ISGC 281
fohin

F ml i
parks ean be the motivaters for the
change we are fatking about,” he
said. : o

Jung planted a maulsari (also
known as Indian medlar) sapiing.
H is considered to he & holy tree -
also referred to as baku! - and finds
mention In Sanskrit Hrerature. Hs

- e, Person of Delhi flowers give out a rich fragrance.
vw Development  Au. Addressing the gathering, fhe
’ thority spoke about  CRQ of Bennett, Coleman & Co.
! the biodiversity  Limited, Raj dain, siressed on cor
parks thai DDA has  porate social responsibility “When
- \ developed. "1t s large corporates, the government
one facility that is  and media companies come togeth-

comparabie with
anyihing in the
workd, These

o1, we can do a lot for society, This is
a very intense drive o plant trees,
We are starting the first phase o

day,

saplings were
planted here
on Taesday

hesaid. . |

Vilay Sethi, chief information
officer and CSR head of Herodoto-
Corp. spoke abont how the COmpia-
ny was faking up the social respon.
sibitity of making the environmen:
cleaner. “We have this motto of a
happy earth. Our factory in Harid-
war has the largest green roof in
the world. We have alse in augurat-
ed & factory near Nesmrana that we
call the garden factory, We wans o
genarate so much okygen that the
entire place becomes oxygen posi-
tive,” said Sethi.

The event was also attended by
DDA vice-chairman Arun Goel and
engineer-member Abhay Sinha.




Students take
;ownership

Dhark Vaid & Khyati Singh | e

Nev Delhi: Studentis from
14 schools across NCR par
tigpated in TOI's Green
Irive on Tuesday with
auch enthusiasm,  The
svent started with inter
active games for children
based on the theme of en.

P vironmental couservation,

inr an effort & create aware-
ness shout the jmportance
of ifrees. The participants,
in the 1116 agegroup,
talked about the number of
ways in which individnals
can act consclously towards
the environment.

Mahika  Tampi, 11,
of Shriram Millennium
School, said: “Trees are
important becsuse they
sustain life, ¥ I don't care
about saving-«them, who
wiil? Someone has to take
the first step.” Such aware-
ness Was present among
all the children and their
passion for the canse was
refreshing. They displaved
a sense of nnderstanding
and responsibility fowards
their surroundings by alk
ing about the initiafives
that they have taken 1o con-
serve the environment.

“In my soclety, there
wepg many children from

my school but we all trav-
elled by our own cars, Bight
of 1s decided on car pool-
ing. 1 believe each society
should have a car pooling
svstem. Pollution s not
good for the irees” sald
{Udayjees Wahi, a Class VI
student.

The landscape changed
vradually as 2200 saphimgs
were planted by around
544 students. The plant va-
rigties inchided manlsariy
chukrasia, pilkhan, papdi
and gulmohar

“1owill visit the park
whenever 1 can to watch
the sapling | pldmed Brow
into & beantiful tree,” said
Radhika from 81 Andrews
Scots  Senifor  Secondary
Sehool.

The schools present
included  Vishwa DBlarti
Pablic Schoel, 13al Bharti
Public School (Neida) Rvan
International School (May-
ur Vihar and Noida), Deihi
Public School (Noida and
Ghaziabad), Shriram Mik
fennium  School, Mayoor
School, ASN Senior Sec
ondary School, GD Goenka
Puhblic School (Ghaziabad)
Silver Line Prestige School,
St Andrews Scots Senior
Secondary School and East
Point School.

SMALL BEGINNING FOR BIG CHANGE tN LANDSCAPE




have failed to increase Capital’s greener:

Mallica Joshi
w otz oshiBhindistantimes com

NEW DELHE Ten frees for every one cuf —
if Deihi had followed thisnorm foa ™,
most parts of the city would have turned
into a dense forest by now
Over the past fwo decades, masgsive
afforestation drives were gndertaken to
compensate for the joss of green cover,
According to some reports, nearly 1.8
crore trees were planted in the oity since
2001,
But there were probiems in the way
these drives were carried oud. The resuit:
at 200, Dethi’s forest cover falis short of
the desired 33% mark.
Most of this plantation happened in
areas siich as Asola Bhatti, where the
forest department and ecology experts
got a free hand to plan and execute the
afforestation drive. But the remain-  _pal
ing areas saw haphazard and poorly 408
planned drives; trees were either ol
pianted too close to each other

or high-maintenance species
were planted. : ) . ) 7 P S

According to Comptrolier and 1 B . * e L :
Auditor General of Indiareport in ) » The Dalhi govemnment gave permission o cut 30,863 trees between 2005 and 2008. ARIN SHARMA/T
2009, the Dethi government gave A
permission to cut 30,863 trees ‘ cost of balance plantation (119  having survived after the first year of  corporations, one lakh by the PW}
betweer: 2005 and 2008 wlth iakhiress attherateof 650per  plantation bas been maintained, iakh by the Delhi Parks and Ga
a condition that 2.99 lakh Y tree} from the defauiers. Plandstion and afforestationdrivesare  Soclety and around 56,008 by the
sapiings will be planted, As per the While things have got betier, with  ontoreachthe goalof increasingBelhis  Cantonment Board.
report, neither condd the plantation stricter impiementation overtheyears,  forest cover fo 25% inthe next five vears, A successhsl afforestation drive
target be completed nor was the bal- the city has routinely missed  Theplan istoplant 12lakBsaplings this  around five vears to show resnlis,

ance plantation charges of over 46
crore recoverad,

According to the report, oniv 1.8
iakh trees were re-planted and the
government failed
{0 recover the

outonitsplantationtar  vearitself, mostly intheeasternbanksof  hastobetaken about what specie s
gets. What is worse,  the Yamuna, Asols and Najafearhareas.  planted and where A good trees
in the absence of Of this, around 5 iakh will be  attracts birds and after that it bee

an auditnorecord pianied hy the forest depariment,  easyasbirds help inseed dispersal’
/- of howmany {wo lakh by the Delhi Development  Tartn Coomar Dethischief conser
i sapiings Authority, two lakh by the municipal  of forests.

PLANTATION TARGET THREATS TO TREES

Concrete around trees choke them
1.8 crore s
Estimated number of saplings that o ) VE NG Spac
had been planted in Delhi __ fortreestogrow =~
hetween 20301 and 2813 Tunneling harms roots of trees

and dees net allow them

w Target is to plant 10 troes for t0 grow
every one free cut
w Forpst Dopartment is looking at plant-
Ing native Deitl trees under By drives. thereafier as the quality of soil

Many of its nurseries also distribute improves and birds start initiating
free sapiings of native spedes natural plantation.

for plantation ® A survival rate of around 80% is

in the first two years, the survival considered very good

rate of sapllngs Is between w Asofa Bhattl is ameng the mare suc

, - 20% and 30% cessfisl plantation drives of the Forest
The survival rate starts Increasing Department, it was Kicked off in 199




e CETFOREST DEFRRIMEN . LILIE Phver

AR LSS

ASIHG AHMED KHAN, Dethi environment minister

‘Our govt's focus is 0N
planting more frees

Maflica Joshi .

e o

NEW DELHL A number of planta
tion drives over the past two
decades failed to have the
intended impact on improving
the capital’s greenery, prompting
Tielhi's environment ministry to
rnandate a third-party angdit for
all such campaigns. Hindustan
Times speaks to environment
minister Astm Ahmed Khan to
know what steps the new governy
ment is taking to save trees in
Delhi

Plantation drives over the yeais
have not hat the desired effect and
Delhi’s tree covet is still 20%.
What are you deing difterentiy?
The biggest change we are roit
ing out this yearisa mandatory
andit of these drives. All agen-
cies that carry out pluntafion
drives witl have to get them
audited by a third party This
will include the numbering of
trees planted and jooking af

the general health of thetrees
planted. Unless anditing is done,
1t will not be possible fo gauge
how much more land is available
for plantation as a number of
tress that were planted earlier
huve died. So while they oxist

on paper, there 15 nothing on the
ground. This space can be used
to plant more treées.

What is Dethi government's pian i
increase the city's green cover?
This year, our main thrust ared
will be on tree plantation drives.
We have toplant & particalar
number of trees for each tree

hat is cut and meetings are on ic
implement this. Saving the city's
irees is a priority for us now. We

are looking #t new Ways, such 8%
increasing trec density in parks,
roadsides, schools elc. There 18 2
ot of potential here and geiting
Targe swathes of land within the
city is difficult.

Byt most of these plantation drives
hanpen on the periphery while the
heart of the city is losing its green
sOver.

We will have {0 think innova
tively here because the availabil
ity of land isa problem. As of
now, we have started initiating
plantation drives close to where
trees ave cut. The directions

are to lnok for a place withina
radius of 1 kilometre 1f that

ig not possible, we jook further
away but wewantto plant new
trees as close 1o the or fginal
urea as possible. We also need

to ook at incorporaling trees

in ouy planning. Before an ared
is ptanned, we should find out
ahont the number of trees in the
area and how the least number
of them can be cut. This s also
why we increased the security
deposit for cuttingtrees from
298,500 {6 THT000. Peopie need to
think twice before

cutting a tree.
They sustain
us and this

is the higgest
natural herit
age we have.

I
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lhi's green cov

WARNING BELLS Capital struggles to
keep its tree cover intact, AAP govt seeks
to increase greenery to 25% by 2020

Mallica Joshi

= rutics joshi@hindistantimes. com

NEW DELHI. Dethi is one of the greenest
metropolitan cities of India with a 20%
Torest cover But i st falls way shortof the
43% greenery prescribed by the national
forest policy

"the Capital has often taken its abundant
green cover for granted, with permission
for cutting trees easy to come by 41l even
a decade ago, For a ¢ity like Detht, which
is growing constanly and exponentisliy
aconstant siruggle between
urbanisation anéd preserv-
ing the forest has hecome
adaily feature,

“Peiki would have

becomeadesert ¥ itdidnet
haveaforest department that vopsiated tree
cutting Land-hungry Delhi hns had a hare
time finding peace with its greens,” said

The Aam Aadmi Party government’s
target is to

increase Dedhi's green cover from 20% to
25% by 2020—a tali order considering the
department has found if fough to get any
12z for plantation.

But it is not just planting new frees
that is a problem. Protecting what the
cify aiready has also turned cut tobe s
big issue too. The city’s lungs, the Ridge
is under constant threat with more and
more eperoachments taking a toll,

"Areas inthe Ridge that were construct-
ed before the 1996 notification led to a large
number of trees being cut down. Their
expansion continues, These struckures are
bang in the middle of southern Ridpe, an
area averyone agrees we need fo protect,”
sald tree activist Diwan Singh, who has
been working for the protection of the
green cover inthearsa,

Eversarcas that Delhiites love for their
green cover are in danger The Lutyen's
zone with decades-old Jamun, Peepat, Imli
and Neam trees inay lose this coveras these
irees are ageing and have become weak,

“Plans to start planting now to reptace
the ageing trees have not really caught
on yet. But it is extremely important.
These trees witt soon be gone and there
willbe nothing to replace them, * said Ravi

Agarwalfrom NGO foxics Link. He has
worked extensively on tree conserva.
tion and the Ridge.
“The residents of this city want
irses in summers but not in win-
ters, This attitude will have to
change,” he said.

The'green’ city can'teven tzke
care of the roadside trees it has
planted. Despite several arders
against concretisation of trees,
there aye hardly any trees that

daregiven enough spaceto breathe.

Aditya N Prasad, alawyer who

haswaged aconstant battle against

free concretization and mavbing has

found that court batties go on forever

But the attitudes. fowsrds trees don't

change, He has filed several suits against

governinent and private agencies cutting

orchokting freesbut has seen little change
on the ground. :

ki

-Fwacﬂyiﬂmwﬁ.ammhﬂmmuﬂm

CITY'SLUNGS
The Capital's greenery has increased
thae to plantation drives, but it is
Fo;estftree_ tover {in 56, km.)
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Rains lashed Madikei in Kodagu district on nday. was drizziing in Suntikoppa, Bhagaman-
dala, Srimangala, Shanthalli, Sampaje and surrounding areas. oHpHote
_.W

o



AN AL T T a0 TR SN 7
The Tribune { Chandigarh }
the Hindu { Chennai }

in Bengal;
respite for
Manipur
Army extends helping
hand to rain-hit people

KOLKATA/GEAWAHATE The
flood sitvation in West Ben-
gal remained severe with
around 13 lakh people dis-
placed and morethana 1.3
pecple living in refief
camps.

The Army has been called in
reconduct relief and rescue op-
erations in the worst-affected
distriets, 50 people have been
reported dead,

Officials said that Chiel Min-
ister Marmata Banerjee1ook an
aerial survey of Hooghly and
Howrah districts on Monday.
State irrigation departanent of-
ficials said that thousands of
heetares of farmlands have
been damaged due to water
from over-flowing rivers all
over south Bengal, severely af-
fecting the season’s aman ¢rop.
Adiriversin the region are flow-
ing above danger limit, they
said.

Birbhiny was worst-affected
with 15 of 19 blocks under wa-
ter with Birdwaiy coming a
close second where 18 of 21
blocks are sulimerged. At
Hooghly, another severely af-

fected district, most damaged
was Khanakusl, where 150 me-
rer of dam on river Rup-
aarayan collapsed submerging
vast areas. The two refief
camps of Dhanyaghari and
Pansiuli in the district also got
snbmerged forcing the admin-
stration o relocate inmates.
Meanwhile, rainfall receded
from Sunday evening, bringing
some semblance of normal life
in Kolkata where several parts
remained water-logged since
Friday. The indian Meteorolog-
ical Depariment predicted fur-
ther rainfall at isolated places
of Gangetic West Bengal even
on Monday, with warnings of
ronghsea along coastal Bengal.
North Bengal, which usually
witnesses more rain during 1he
seasan, faced a peeniiar
droughs-fike situation with al-
most 12 per cent less rainfal,

In Manipur

With no heavy rainfall in 1he
past 48 hours, the flood situa-
tion in Manipur has seen im-
provement with water levelre-
ceding in al the rivers in the
state.

FHITD TFF110 AL TR FEFcy § IVFRATITSNICAY §
The Telegraph { Kolkata )
rgontier { wes )
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Central Chronical { Bhopa!l )

Rescue operatioricontisiies
for the third day on Menday in
remore Jonmalviltagein fiood-
hit Chanded district where 20
people were feared dead after
a massive fandslide almost
buried the viltlage on Saturday
morning. More than 50,000
peapie arc stifl affected in the
floods.

According 1o NDRI sonrees,
amnli-pronged rescue opera-

rion with Assam Rifles and dis-
1rict administration was
faunched 1o ook for survivors
from remote Joumol village,
While NDRF sources con-
firmed that four dead bodies
have been recovered, six sus-
vivors were also foumd. Atleast
eight people are stit] missing.
Deccan Herald has accessto
the first pictures of the ifi-fared
village which were released to

SCRAMBLING FOR SAFETY: 1. People wade through a water-logged road after a high tide on river Ganga at Kalighat in Kolkata
on Monday: 2. Residents move their balongings at 3 flooded locality of Chourigacha in Murshidabad, West Bengal, on Mon-
day: 3.People wade through fioadwaters following incessant rainfafl in Thoubal District of Manipur, en

local mediz in stage capital Im-
phal. Except for a greenish tar-
pautdia roof, no other trace of
the presence of a village couald
be seen at Joumol,

The state government has
announced an ex-gratia of Rs
5 lakh each for the families of
1he people who were killed in
floods and landslides.

The Manipur government
lifted public curfew clampedin

Imphat West and Enphat Easr
district in view of the tense sit-
vationin the districts following
the death of a student during a
prolest staged on July 8. This
was done 1o speed up the flood
refiet, sources added.
Meanwhile, state governraent
had started distributing relief
material at relief camps open for
the flood affected peopie.
DH News Service



16

i
A

Hindustan ¥imes { Delhi )

ernann. ... OO RIFSTGRET FATATY O 3 FEBIIA FETIHA] Al AT ARTATY

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati } The Deccan Mearid { Bengiuru |

TR Caa { el ) The Times of india { Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
The Tribune { Chandigarh | The Telegraph { Kolkata ) Centrat Chronical { Bhopal }
, ~Ffie Hindu { Chennai } EgoaTs ( gge )

4

pindn 4" e 25"

CI?

City can expect more evening
showers over the next few days

Sudden rain to follow peaking of temperature: Met dept.

K. Lakshmi

CHENNA:  Chennaiites may
have to brace themselves for
some shadow play by the
weather over the next four
days. While the days may be
wars, the ¢ity is expected to
get sharp showers during
evenings.

For the past few days, resi-
dents have been experiencing
inclement weather and vari-
ous parts of the city have been
receiving rein almost every
evening or night However, of-
ficials of the Meteorlogical
deparfment note that such
sudden showers follow a peak-
ing of temperature during the
day. SR.Ramapan, direcior,
AreaCyclone Warning Centre,
suid there was no weather sys-
tem in the Bay of Bengal “Itis
common for the State to get
convective rain during this

Various parts of the city have been receiving rain
almost every evening or night - PHOTO 8. RAVINDRAN

time. While most parts of the
State will get isolated rain for
next few days, Chennal may
receive light to moderate rain
this week,” he said. .

On Monday, Nungambak-
kam and Meenambakkam re-
corded a maximum
temperature 34.6 degree Cel-

sius and 34.4 degree Celsiug
respectively. This July has
been a wet month as the city
nearly received 205.9 mm of
rainfail, which is double the
smount of rainfall it usually
gets, Similarly, Meenambak-
kam recorded 1347 mm of
rainfall in July.

The rainfal in July had con-

tributed majorly to the South- °

west monsocn that setin June.
So far, Nungambakkam and
Meenambakkam have re
ceived 2378 mm and 2521
mm of rainfall respectively
since.June,

§.P Thampi, deputy director
general of meteorology, Re-

gional Meteorological Centre, |

Chennai:  “The Southwest
mensoon has been progress-
ing well and July's rainfall has
helped boost the season's av-

_erage rainfall close to normal

in the State and Chennsl
However, the mansoon is ex-
pected to become subdued af-
ter August 15.” Though Augnast
has had & good start with rain
and records 140 mm of rain-
fall, officials note that the rain
in the next fow days will decide
on how good actually monsoon
aetivity has been to the city.

.
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Flood situation in Bengal grim,
death toll rises to 69, lakhshlt

Shiv Sahayv Singh

KOLKATA: The flood situation
i West Bengal remained grim
on Monday as the barrages in
the State and adjoining areas
discharged more water. Ac-
cording to the State govern-
ment officials, among others

Damadar Valley Corporation (. 4

DVC) has relessed over § lakh
casecs of water since Sunday
midright,

The death tell due to the
fioods has increased to 69
while 2.1 lakh people have
been sheltered in over 1,500
relief camps in the State
About 27 lakh people in 12 dis-
tritts of the State have been
affected by the floods.

Along with 19 teams of Na-
tional  Disuster Response
Force { NDRF}, the Army has
heen assisting in flood relief
and rescue operations. Army
personnel have been deployed
at Bardhaman district one of
the worst affected districts of
the State.

At least 47 municipalities,
210 blocks and 9,691 villages
of the State have been affected
by ristag waters. Thousands of
acres of standing crops have
been destroyed.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-

nerjee, whe visited flood af-

fected district of North 24
Parganas, blamed the release
of water from barrages for the
deterioration of the situation.

“The food situation has im-
proved in Birbhum and Mur-
shidabad districts, whereas
condition in Bardhaman con-
tinues to-be the same” Ms,
Banerjee told mediapersons
before beginning her tour of
Ashoknagar in North 24
Parganas.

“The flooding in Hooghly
and Howrah districts has

Children sit on the roof of a house in a flooded
village in Murshidabad on Monday. - proro: #7t

worsened and will deteriorate
# hit further as DVC (Damodar

" Valley Corporation} has re-

jeased more water,” she said,
Ms. Banerjee announced a
compensation of Rs. 4 lakh te
the families of those killed in
the fioods,

Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Qdhisha also affected
P reports from New
Pethi.

In Guiarat, 71 people have
lost their lives due to floods in
14 disiricts where 40 lakh peo-
pie were affected, More than

10 lakh food packets have been
distributed to the victims.

In Rujasthan, 38 deaths
have been reported during the
past fow days owing to heavy
rainfall and fleods. More than
630 people have beenTescued
from varicus districts in Ra-
jasthan. Relief material¢ have

- been distributed.

In Qdisha, 480,399 people
were affected by the floods
which has claimed five lives so
far. The Uinion HomeMinister
Singh spoke to Odisha Chicf
Minister Naveen Patnaik and
reviewed the flood situation,

Soumya Das
KOLKATA: A receni report
submitted by the South 24
Parganas district adminis-
tration to the State govern-
ment has revealed that at
least § lakh people in eight
blocks in the Sunderbans
area are vulnerable to cy-
clones and floods.

The report paints a sorry
picture of the fiood and cy-
clone shelters in these

‘Sunderbans vulnerable’

blocks, In the district 13
blocks are im  the
Sunderbans,

According to the rcpert
of the 23 traditional flood
shelters in the district, sev-
ent are in a “dilapidated”
condition, Iwe apre “dam-
aged” and two othersare in
need of repairs. As per the
repert, the flood shelter in
the Kantamari area under
the Kultal block seems to
exist only on paper.
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Rescuers
race to

flood zones
Myanmar death toll rises

KALAY {MYANMAR). Res-

nation of Huemanitarian Af-

cuers raced on Monday to fairs,

helptens of thousands The UN was "very con
stranded by rooftop-high cerned” by the situation, he
floods in Myanmar, as the said, adding tharwhile fiooding
UN warned that swollen had begun to recede in some
riversthreatenmoreareas  places, rivers were bursting
and large swathes of Asia their banks and inundating
were hi{ by deadly mon- AeW areas.

soon rains, Relentiess downpours were

Anthorities in Myanmar said

the death toll from fash floods

gy 2010 fandslides caused by weeks

of uarelenting rain rose to 46,

with some 200,000 affecred

and viliagers in remote areas

forced to us¢ canoes and
miakeshift rafis.

#undreds have also per-
ished in recent days in India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Viemnam
foliowing foods and landslides
triggered by a beit of heavy sea-
sonal rains.

Access to many towWns i re-
mote northern and western
Myanmar has been severed
and refief workers fear it could
be days before the true extent
of the disaster emerges.

"Logistics are extrernely dif-
ficult. Assessment teams are
having & hard time reaching af
fected areas,” said Pierre Per-
on, spokesman for the United
Nations Office for the Coordi-

53

BURMA STYLE A resident rests in a boat next to floodwaters

last week exacerbated by Cy-
clone Komen, which drove
fierce winds and heavy rain
across the western part of the
COUNLEY.

Residents near Kalay, a town
in the impoverished northwest-
ern Sagaing region that re-
mains virtually encircled by
deep water, described how
thed homes were swallowed by
the deluge. "There was no
warning... we thought it was
acrmal (seasonal flooding},”
Aye Myat Sa, 39, said fom a
monastery being usedasaten
porary shelter in Kalay.

“But within a few hours, the
whole house was underwater.
My husband had to get onto
the roof as there was no way
out”

Myanniar's annual mensoon
is a lieline for farmers but the
rains and freguent powerful cy-
clones can also prove deadly.
AFP

in Kalay, upper Myanmar's Sagaing region, on Menday. Arp
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222 blocks under water but
Bengal not ‘flood-affected’

PRANESH SARKAR

Caleutta, Ang. 3: The Bengal
government has not been able
to declare even a single block
“flood affected’” as the deinge
has been caused by the release
of water from dams and bar
rages and not because of in-
cessant ratn, officials said.

Aceording to officials of
the state home department, &
total of 222 biocks in 12 dis
tricts have been affected by the
rise in water in rivers. But the
Bengal government cannot
claim any financial assistance
from the Centre as the areas
cannct be officially declared
“flood affected”.

Asked about the situation,
Mamata Banerjes said in Na-
hanna this evening, “The
sroblem occurred because
DVC (Damodar Valley Corpo-
ration) released 90,000 cusees
o water instead of 74,000
susecs as they had told us.
Though the DVC has a capach
¥ to hold 2 lakh cusecs, it
ould not do so because of lack
of dredging, | will take up the
natter with the Centre. ™

The Telegraph spoke fo
ieveral government officials
vho conceded that the state
vasn't prepared for the re
ease of water from the dams
ind hadn't made the arrange-
nents required to channel the
1ow.

xrave situation

Migures provided by the disas-
¢r management department
raint a grave picture. Accord
ng to a release by the depart:
nent, 222 of the 341 blocks in
he state have been affected by
hie rise in water. 'The Bengal
overnmont has set up 2,213
elief comps and a total of 382
1kh people have taken shelter
i therm.

“Despite this, the state gov-
rnment has not been able to
eclare oven a single block
lood-affected, The deluge has
wett cansed by the release of
vater from dams and bar
ages. 1t cannot be described
i ficod. Flood is declared only

Trinams:d MP Z)ev monitors flood-affected viiiagés of Panskura on a boat on Memiay Pioture by }ahangir Bm

& We have come here to see how the people are managing in this situation.
However, it is true that we were not prepared for the situation. Nothing much can be
done until the water recedes. At this stage, we can only pray for the rain to stop3
DEV

wihen people are marooned be
cause of a rush of water fol
lowing heavy rain,” said a sen
ior Nabanna official

The official added that the
governmerit had failed to cre
ate channels for the released
water to flow through before
the onset of monsoon in June,

Channels are created hy
dredging rivers and other
water bodies,

“If the channels or rivers
are uinable to bear the release
of water from the dams, it is
the responsibility of the
state government. So floods
cannot be declared,” the offi
cial sad.

Sources said rivers and
other water bodies are not
dredged on a regular basis in
Bengal, either because of lack
of funds assigned for the proj
gctyor theshortage of space to

keep the afit for future use,

“The channels and rivers
that carry water from the Dur-
gapur harrage have not been
dredged for the past 15 vears.
We counld not find a place to
keepthesilt.. . Asaresult, the
ability of the harrage to with-
hold water from upstream re-
duced from around 25 lakh
cusees to a little over 1 lakh
cusecs,” the official said.

According to Nabanna offi.
cials, the biggest drawback of
the state’s failure to declare
the districts “fiood affected”
was that i made Bengal ineli
gible for financia] assistance
from the Centre torepair dam-
aged infrasiructure.

Preparedness

Senior government officials
conceded that the damage
from the deluge could have
been averted had the state
taken appropriate measurus.

“The National Disaster
Management Anthority al
ways suggesis that the dis
iricts should be prepared to
handie flood-1ike situations. It
isaregular affair and hastobe
foliowed before everv mon
soon,” an official said.

Sources in the state disas
ter management deparfmend
sakd no such step had been i
tiated,

According to norms, the
district authorities should
have held meetings with block
development officers to identi:
fy ficod prone zones, set 4p re-
lief centres, arrange for dry
food, clothes and other materi-
als.

This apart, the districts
should have carried out mock
driils of evacuating people
and reaching affected areas
with reliel materials,

The sources said all

steh  preparedness should
have been compisted by
May in Bengal, where the
monsoon hits in the beginning
of June.

A senior Nahanna official
said the administrations in
Murshidabad, Burdwan,
Hooghly and Birbhum - the
worst affected  districts —
were busy with the chief min
ister's review meetings.

“T'he chief minister had
travelled to Murshidabad,
Birbhum and Burdwan be
tween May-end and mid-June.
1t takes at least 15 days to
arrange for such meetings”
anofficial said.

Asked about the situation,
a black development officer in
Birbhum said: “We did not
have dry {ood and boats in our
possession.. .. in the first two
days. We had trouble reaching
the affected areas.”
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" SINKING

A car gets submerged inflood-hit Burdwan district in West Bengal on Monday. More
than 180 peopie have lost their lives and nearly one ¢rore pecple were affected in
floods in West Bengal, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Odisha. - PT}
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Survey to solve waterlogging
problem of Jorhat town

CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, Aug 2: Officials
and technical experts from the
Water Resources department,
Irrigation, Town and Country
Planning, district administra-
tion and many others, includ-
ing the members of a senior
citizens' body, Jorhat Sachetan
Nagarik Mancha, on Saturday
started a survey at various lo-
calities here in a bid to solve
the waterlogging problem in
the towTL '

Some mernbers of the sur-
veyors' team said that during
the first day of their visit to
some densely-populated mu-
nicipal areas of the town, they
detected some clogged drains
and encroachments in some
major canals in the town, The
water-carrying capacity of
several drains in the urban
localities has apparently de-
creased, as a lot of technical

joopholes were left during
their construction, a few
vears ago.

“From the DCB Roadareato
the location of Central College
in Kenduguri we surveyed sev-
eral drains on Ssturday. Tech-
nical loopholes are apparent.
We are trying to find out some
sohation for the massive water-
logging preblem in the town,”
said a member of the team.

Ag the water-carrying <a-
pacity of the several drains
and major canals and rivulets
fike Tarzjan and Tocklaijan has
reduced over the vears, the
existing drainage system
could not carry the large
amount of storm-water even
from the main-locations of ur-
ban Jorhat leading to artificial
flooding in several residential
tocalities like Tarajan Kako-
tygaon, Soladhara, Dorongi-
chuk, Kenduguri, Tarajan
Brahmangaon, Rupali Nagar,

Chandan Nagar, Bongaipukhu-
1, ete. .

In the past four weeks,
more than 250 residences and
several government offices,
schools and colleges were
reeling under floodwaters as
the existing drainage system .
could pot flush out the storm
water.

»Flie survey will continue
for some days i different lo-

cations, We invited the Jorhat

Minicipal Board (JMB) to be
a part of this surveyors’ teart
But they did not join, citing
the ongoing strike of the
municipal workers, A de-
talled list of area-wise prob-
lems along with practical so-
luticns will be submitted to
the Deputy Commissioner
after completing the survey
s0 that he orders an effective
scheme for solving the prob-
lem,” said an Additional

- Deputy Commissioner
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Rs5 lakh ex gratla for flood,
landslide victims announced

. IMPHAL, Aug 2: The Manipur gov- of landshides on their way. éround 8 am. So far 6 villagers out of 18
ernment has armounced RsSlakhex gra-  However according to the village chief  have been rescued while 4 bodies recov-
{ tia each for the victims of fandslide and of Joumol, Robert Hamiet Paltc 47ywho ered by combined team of Assam Rifles

NORTH HAST -

. flood following an emergency

counci! of ministers meeting with
state chief mimster O Ibobi Singh
in the chair today:

The government’s council of
ministers’ meeting in Imphul also
decided toask the deputy corrmis-
sioners of the concerned districts
to submit fiood and iandslide affect-
ed reports within fwo weeks.

Meanwhile, even as the death
toll of landslide that took place at
Ioumol, arernote village in Chan-
del district bordering Myanmar
was said to be 20 as per first infor-
mation local scurce on Saturday,
the state authorty is yet to ascer-
tain the actual number of easualty
11}l the filing of this report.

A state government source
when contacted said they are vet .
to ascertain the actual number of
deaths as the vitlage is located in a re-
mote and non-moterable location, about
180 km south of Imphal. But steps are on
to ascertain the official figures. The state
disaster team is yet to reach the land-
slide hit Joumo! village due to & number

was rescued along with two others — Shek-
how Paite {37} and Fhongmang Paite (40}
by Assam Rifles in the ongoing search and
rescue operztion on Sunday, there were
18 persons in 10 houses when the land-
slicke took place in his village on Saturday

and NDR¥ Thus 8 are still miss-
ing, Assam Rifles sources said.
Beside the Joumno! village vic-
tims, three persons including one
60-year-oid farmer, a youthand a
clags XH student were also ge-
portedly killed after they were
swept away by flood water 1n
Thoubal, Chandel and Churach-
andpur dzs;nct sources said.
Howeves, the food waterin and
around Thoubal district sector of

areasin capital Imphal, besides its
outskirts have also been receding
- slowly, On the other hand, Moreh,
the comsmercial border town about
110 %k south of here has beencut
off from Imphal since last three
davs due toa number of landslides
along the hill section of Imphal:
Moreh route, sources added.
The Manipur irrigation and flood con-
trol department has opened flood con-
tro} rooms while the locals with the help
of MLAs have set up marny relief camps

and medical camps to help the flood-hit

villagers.

Indo-Myanmar road and low-lying’
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