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~ chargesheet filed in irrigation scam

Gadkari's Ex-Aide, 4 DAMMED STATE. THE |-'|.ow OFMMONEY B]P S promlse

Irrigation Officers &
‘Contractor Named

Ashish,Roy@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: The probe into contracts awar-
ded in the state’s irrigation sector was
back in focus on Saturday with the anti-
corruption bureau (ACB) filing a char-
gesheet against five serving and retired
government staff, including one who la-
ter became an aide of Union transport
minister Nitin Gadkari. A source said

" the aide, Sanjay Kholapurkar, may have

resigned from his post in Gadkari’s off1-

“ce, but TOI could not confirm this.

Those chargesheeted were employed
in Nagpur-based, government-run Vi
darbha Irrigation Development Corpo-

" ration (VIDC), which was to build irriga-
tion canals in the region. The probe whi- .

ch began in 2014 after the BJP-coalition
came to power looked at charges of infla-
ted expenditure and procedural irregu-
larities in awardingof tendersi in 2007.

Accused gets bail

Apprehending arrest, Sanjay
Kholapurkar had moved the Bombay
HC’s Nagpur bench. On Friday, Justice Sunil
Shukre granted interim anticipatory bail.
He was told to furnishaRs 20,000 bond
with a surety for the same amountin case
of arrest and attend court proceedings.

. Sanjay Kholapurkar’s name along
withthatof twomore VIDC officials, was

not in the FIR registered by the ACBin
~ February The FIRnamed only chief eng-

ineer SR Suryawanshiand executive en-

gineer Ramesh Wardhane. Five promo--

tersof the contractingfirm FA Construc-
tions were also amongtheaccused then.
Now six months later, the chargeshe-
et names three more officials including
Kholapurkar, who joined Gadkari’s offi-
ce after the BJP came to power in 2014,
and leaves out all but one of the five pro-
moters, Nisar Khatri, who held power of
attorney The chargesheet focuses on ir-
regularities in an over Rs 100-crore deal
to build the Ghodazari branch of theleft
bank canal of Gosikhurd dam. ACB su-
perintendent of police Sanjay Daradesa-

- id, “Theofficials illegally revised theten-

der cost by Rs 7.38 crore thereby causing
a loss to VIDC. The then executive direc-
tor of VIDC approved the revision and
thus illegally benefitted the contractor.”
“The bid scrutinizing committee
members also illegally increased the
marks of the contractor firm to award it
the work,” said deputy SP Milind Totre.
The chargesheet is the fallout of a PIL fi-
led by NGO Jan Manch against irregula-

—— ® @

- state-run firm for inflating costs

MODUS OPERAND! o

THE VIDARBHA CASE

> Anti-corruption bureau charge-
" sheet 5 officers of Nagpur-based,

involved in building a network of
|rr|gat|on canals

> Several pro|ects to wpply |
water to arid regions across

THE PLAYERS

> Five serving and retired officers of

| Vidarbha Irrigation Development Corp named

! in chargesheet for a scam dating back to 2007.
| One of them is SL Kholapurkar, engineer who

| took VRS from govt service, became officer on
special duty to union minister Nitin Gadkari in
2014 after BJP was elected to power

Konkan, Vidarbha and Nashik
under probe for expenditure,
‘award of contracts to dubious
firms after PIL by Jan Manch -

» Chargesheet also names Nisar Khatri of FA
Constructions, which won over ¥100-Crore
‘deal to build branch of canal originating from
Gosikhurd dam -

FA forged documents, submitted bogus

work experience certificates. Got marks

incroasedbyscrutmypaneldurhgbld
evaluation process

THE STATUS '

» After BJP-led coalition won

assembly polls, chief minister
Fadnavis on Dec 12, 2014 ordered

probe into corruption charges in

 scaLeofF THESCAM [

14pro|ectssorappedbypresentgwthad

budgets that steadily mounted to touch -
thousands of crores. For eg. Balganga
“irrigation scheme in Konkan had initial

budget of z414 cr when commissioned by

erstwhile Cong-NCP govt. With delays,
costs escalated and revrsed estrmate

- of costs and delays in exewtion of work -

rities in irrigation contracts. The state
had assured the Nagpur bench of the HC
that it would conduct a fair probe. The

ACB was supposed to file a chargesheet

in 90 days. But it took six months after fi-
ling oﬁthe FIRstodo so. The ACB was in-

'vestlgatmg 40 tenders of the Gosikhurd

ra . . W N, e——

it

1 irrigation; allegations were mainly
against ministers of previous Cong-
NCP regime and some officials

> Four FiRs so far filed in last two

~ years and two chargesheets - one
agamst officers of a state irrigation
firm in Konkan and another against
the Vidarbha Corporation -- but there
are 12 other cases in which progress

was pegged at 71,600 cr has been slow
s THE TOI STORY —
'>T0l has reported on govt-oontrootor nexus )»Tllree rstwhile Con

 serles that probed the reasons for esoalatron & oontroversy- probe was conducted by

~ state anti -oorruptron bureau

- projectthatareabove Rs25crore.

The state recently cancelled tenders
of 81 Gosikhurd project works over

complaints of irregularities and sub-
far booked morethanadpzen' Tl

standard work. This includes tenders
bagged by contractors like Abhay Sanc-
heti and Mitesh Bangadia.

names yetto
‘be realised

Prafulla.Marpakwar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: It’s over two years since :
BJP’s first chief minister in Maha- | :
rashira, Devendra Fadnavis, orde-
red an inquiry against erstwhile
NCPministers Ajit Pawar, Sunil Tat- :
kare and Chhagan Bhujbal in con- :
nection with their allegedroleinthe :
irrigation scam. Four FIRs and two
chargesheets later, the anti-corrup-
tion bureau (ACB) has so far nailed :
some mid-level officials and small - :
contractor firms; the big names are .
yet to be named by investigators. :
BhuJbal and his nephew Sameer are
in jail, but it’s a case initiated by the :
Enforcement Directorateforalleged :
money laundering. :
In the run-up to the 2014 assem-
bly elections, corruption in the irr1- :
gation sector was the main poll :
plank of the BJP. Fadnavis and Vi- :
nod Tawde had claimed that the BJP
had sufficient evidence to nail Ajit
Pawar, Tatkare and Bhujbal. o
PILs were filed before Bombay :
High Courtaswellasbeforethe Nag- :
pur bench demanding a probe into :
theallotmentof irrigation contracts
and for constructing Maharashtra
Sadan in Delhi. During hearing of a
PIL before the Nagpur bench, then
advocate general Sunil Manohar
had told the court that Fadnavis had
granted permission for an open in- :
quiry against Ajit Pawar, Tatkare
and Bhujbal. However, the ACB has
so far not fixed responsibilityon Pa- :
war or Tatkare. | X
Pawar and Tatkare are under in-
vestigation ‘for allotment of cont-
ractsfor12projectsinthe Konkanre-
gion and one each in Nashik and Vi-
darbha. Pawar was summoned in
October 2015 to record a statement
on the Balganga project, while Tat-

kare was called a day later for ques-

tioning on the Kondhane project.
But sofar ACBis yet todecide if they
can be booked under the prevention
of corruptionact.

. A senior bureaucrat said unless
pOhthlaIlS are held accountable, the
exercise would befutile. “ACB has S0

them reftfd long bac” e Y
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‘Mahaday1
tribunal
suggests talks

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Ma-
hadayi Water Dispute Tribunal
on Thursday suggested to Kar-
nataka, Goa and Maharashtra
toresolve the dispute amicably
through talks.

The tribunal, headed by
JM Panchal, suggested that in-
stead of seeking the Centre’s
intervention, chief ministers of

the three warring states can
hold talks and resolve the dis- ;

pute cordlally
“There is nothing wrong in
chief ministers of the three
states discussing the issue for
resolving it. This will also help
“save time and money,” Panchal
said during cross-examination
of the witnesses. The hearing
was adjourned to October 3.
The counsels for the three
states, Mohan Katarki for Kar-
nataka, Atmaram Nadakarni
for Goa and Deepak Nargolkar
for Maharashtra, agreed to
communicate the tribunal’s
suggestion to the chief minis-
ters concerned. The state gov-
ernment had filed a pétition be-
fore the tribunal seeking 7.5
tmeft of water from the Maha-
dayi River to provide water for
drinking and irrigation purpos-
es to parts of Belagavi, Gadag
and Hubballi-Dharwad regton.
The petition was strongly op-
posed by Goa, which stated
that the diversion of water
would lead to destruction of the
environment and also dry its
lifeline, the Mandovi River.
People from north Karnata-
ka have been holding protests
seeking Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s intervention. The

CﬂveruState government too, urged

the prime minister to convene
a meeting.

CM says ready for talks

with Goa, Maharashtra
on Mahadayl dispute

BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah has
welcomed the Mahadayi Water
Disputes Tribunal’s suggestion
that the three riparian states of
Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Goa go for an out-of-court set-
tlement by holding talks.

“The Karnataka govern-
ment has been of the view that
the dispute can be resolved
through talks. I had repeatedly
urged Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to intervene and help

resolve the dispute through
‘talks. I will again write to the

prime minister and the chief
ministers of Goa and Maha-
rashtra... Karnataka is ready
for talks,” he said on Thursday,
reacting to the tribunal’s sug-
gestion.

Siddaramaiah further said
he would invite his Goa and
Maharashtra counterparts to
Bengaluru for talks. I am

-—--l_-.-'-lnl_—-.-hi#—-—-ﬂr---#--ll!'—"“ .

ready to go to Delhi if the prime
minister extends an invitation.
Holding talks is important, not
the place,” he added. The coun-
sels for Goa and Maharashtra
have informed the tribunal that
they would advise their chief
ministers to hold talks. It’s a
goocl development, he said.

: Asked about the accusation
that Chief Secretary Arvind
Jadhav has encroached on gov-
ernment land, Siddaramaiah
said the Union government
had extended the former’s
term by three months (till Sep-
tember). |

The state government has
started the process to appoint
a new chief secretary, he added.
The chief minister further said
he would go to Delhi on Friday
to hold discussions with the
Congress high command on
appointing heads of various .
boards and corporations.
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19 more DEFIS

NEW DELHI: Flood fury con-
tinued in Bihar with 19 more
people perishing, taking the toll
this season to 198, even as some
parts of north India received
light to moderate rainfall.

Patna accounted for the
maximum 10 deaths, followed
by Saran six, and one each in
Lakhisarai, Samastipur and
Begusarai, a statement by the
Disaster Management Depart-
ment said.

Floods have been caused
mainly by the swollen Ganga,
apart from other rain-fed rivers
like Sone, Punpun, Burhi Gan-
dak, Ghaghra, Kosi, affecting
41.90 lakh people in 2,179 vil-
lages of 12 districts. So far, 6.96
lakh people have been evacu-
ated from these districts.

According to the Water Re-
sources Department, the Gan-
ga is witnessing a receding
trend at Digha ghat, Gandhi
ghat and Hathidah in Patna dis-
trict and other places in Buxar,
Munger and Bhagalpur dis-
tricts.

But it is still flowing above
the danger mark at Kahalgaon
in Bhagalpur district.

Temperatures remained at

o

e R =

fn the Bihar floods

People on boat wade through flooded rwer in Dldarganj area
in Patna on Saturday. Tl

comfortable level in Patna and
other parts of the state due to
light rain, even as humidity re-
mained high.

Patna received 6.3 mm rain
since Friday and recorded a
maximum temperature of 33.4
degrees Celsius.

In Himachal Pradesh, high
altitude areas recorded mild
snowfall while Palampur re-
ceived moderate rainfall.

Una was the hottest in the
region recording a maximum

temperature of 34.6 degrees
Celsius.

Shimla recorded a high of
23.5 degrees Celsius.

In the national capital, the
maximum temperature settled
at 34.4 degrees Celsius, con-
sidered normal for the ongoing
season.

The minimum temperature
was recorded at 25 degrees
Celsius, a notch below normal.

Light to moderate rain and
thundershowers occurred at a

—_— [ ———— e T TR ]

few places in eastern Uttar
Pradesh and at isolated places

over western parts of the state. \

In West Bengal, the capital
city and the districts witnessed
widespread rainfall along with
thundershower under the in-
fluence of the cyclonic circula-
tion.

warned of widespread rainfall
across the state in the next two
days under the influence of a
developing low pressure In
north-western part of Bay of
Bengal.

“It 1is still a cyclonic circula-
tion and is likely to form a low
pressure. The indication is that
the depression is likely to be
formed in the north-western
part of Bay of Bengal, Gangetic
West Bengal, Odisha and
Jharkhand,” Director of India
Meteorological Department
Kolkata G K Das said.

In Punjab and Haryana, joint
capital Chandigarh recorded a
maximum temperature of 33
degrees Celsius.

Ambala and Amritsar

recorded a high of 32.5 degrees
Celsius and 34 degrees Celsius.
PTI

The MeT department'
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parts of state

BENGALURU: A few districts
in the state received good
rainfall on Friday.

The coastal, Malnad and the
semi-arid regions in Uttar Kan-
nada district received moder-
ate showers on Friday.

While intermittent rains
lashed Karwar the entire day,
Mundgod received heavy rains
for a few hours. Bhatkal, Hon-
navar, Kumta, Ankola, Sirsi,
Siddapur and Yellapur received
light rains.

Hubballi and Dharwad re-
ceived light rains in the morn-
ing and afternoon.

Mangaluru experienced
drizzle in the morning, while
the sky remained overcast
throughout the day. Dakshina
Kannada district received an
average of 3.5 mm of rainfall

in the last 24 hours.

Kodagu district received an
average of 6.39 mm rainfall.
The water-level in the Harangi

reservoir stood at 2,855 feet. -

The inflow of water was 1,411
cusecs while 600 cusecs water
is released into the rver.

Moderate rains lashed Mal-
nad region in Shivamogga dis-
trict on Friday. Thirthahalli,
Hosanagar, Sagar, Bhadra-
vathi, Shivamogga received
moderate rains in the morning.
Though several parts of the dis-
trict witnessed cloudy weather
throughout the day, there was
no rainfall. The water-level in
the Linganamakki dam rose to
1.793.55 feet against the maxi-
mum level of 1,819 feet. The n-
flow of water was 5,035 cusecs.
DH News Service
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IMD gets August

- forecast Wrong

LHiNA

......
H
-

As The Hindu reported |

in July, the IMD is planning
to shift next year to a fore-

cast system that reliesona
supercomputer-led - dy-

namical weather-model-
ling. Moreover, unless Sep-

tember gets 150 per cent

more rain than normal, it is

unlikely that India will
meet its forecast target of a

6 per cent surplus rain for

the monsoon. So far, the all-
India monsoon deficit as of
August 31 was 3 per cent.

In June, the agency’s up-
dated forecast said India

would receive 6 per cent

more than the 89 cm it nor-
mally gets between June
and September and that the
August rain would be 4 pep

- ~ cent more than the 26 cm

that the country usually
gets. An error margin of 9
per cent is built into the

- IMD’s forecasts of monthly

rainfall but eveni so, an 8 per
cent deficit lies well out-

side the margin of error.

IMD officials said they
were not perturbed by the
August deficit because In-

dia, on the whole, had re-
ceived  well-distributed
rain, and this had led to im-
proved sowing.

Also, all forecast models _

— even global ones — ex-
pected a “stronger” La Ni-
na, the converse of an E! Ni-

no and usually associated

with good rain over India,

“to set in around August. So

far La Nina has been ex-
tremely weak.

“The big deficiency we
could not anticipate was

the reduced rain in the
South,” said D.S. Pai, Chief
Forecaster, IMD, Pune.

Ramfall (mm.) for the period

* 01062016 to 31 032016

‘ .
b

"I'here -were other factors- |
such as a negative Indian
Ocean dipole and an unfa-
‘vourable Madden Julian
- Oscillation (MJO) that ob-
structed La Nina.” .
- Both of these refer to

phenomena in the seas sur- -

rounding India and global

atmospheric disturbances
. known to affect the mon-
soon during July and Au-
gust. Mr. Pai and B.P. Yadav,

spokesperson, IMD, said

the agency was unlikely to

revise its numbers for the
season, but Mr. Pai said In-

‘dia could “still end up with
above normal rain” at the
-end of the season.

Monsoon break

Typically, the monsoon .
tends to take a “break” in

July or August and this year,

the break began around

mid-August. As IMD’s
weather chart shows, India

did not meet ifs ‘weather |

quota even for a smgle day

 between August 12 and 30.

Private forecaster Skymet

has already revised its fore-
cast for the monsoon
downwards mid-August,
and said India would not
register surplus rain. “We
don’t expect much change
in weather conditions “for

the rest of the month,” Jatin
- Singh, CEO, Skymet, sald.'

“However, September is

going to be better.”

On the back of successwe |
droughts in 2014 and 2015
— because of one of the

strongest El Ninos on re-
cord — weather agencies
had said 2016 would be a
good year because El Nmo
had receded.
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IMD gets its August forecast wrong
WET SPELL | AcruaL | YorvAr  emenn | 35 %lessrain than =2, 8.5% 1:151553;11? — thtaﬁl
| - 0542000 —— normalagainst what’s normal for e month,
PAUSED | .= | e = | according to the IMD
—— B gﬁh’;f;fﬂ%g‘jm@ ~ prediction of excess . website..
the forecast R "' i 12 g JacoB KOSHY - water availability for agricul-
by weather 10 = — , ture and the storage in reser-
~ tracker IMD for - 8 1 NEWDELHL The India Meteoro- voirs, it suggests that the
o 6 Z logical Department (IMD) - agency’s weather models are
August, India 22 h 1 on its f ¢ 1 b .
£ 85% less - 4 has erred on its orecast for  still not robust enpugh to
got ©.27 , | | -2 monsoon rain in August. In capture changes in global cli-
rain than what's | B 3 0 June, it said that India would  mate that could affect the In-
normalforthe 2 8 8 2 2 2 2 3 @ getmore rain than 1t usually  dian monsoon. |
._ month 3353 F3dg A but as of August 31, the o |
' / - country gOt signiﬁcantly 1655_ B CONTlNUED ON PAGE 14
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NEW DELHI: With four more
deaths, the toll in Bihar
floods on Thursday went up
to172.

Two deaths werereported at
Begusarai and one each at Bho-
jpur and Samastipur, taking
the toll to 172, a statement from
the State Disaster Manage-
ment Department said here.
The statement added that 61
animals have also perished in
the calamities so far.

Heavy rain lashed the na-
tional capital for the second
consecutive day on Thursday.

The Safdarjung observatory,
which had recorded 63.5 mm
rainfall till 8.30 am, recorded
5.9 mm rainfall during the day,
while the reading at the Palam
observatory was 18.9 mm.

The maximum temperature
settled at 31 degrees, three
notches below normal, while
the minimum was recorded at
25.2 degrees Celsius, a notch
below normal, a Met official
said.

Tough time

Commuters again faced a
tough time in the morning rush
hours. Traffic snarls were wit-
nessed on roads leading to Gur-
gaon and Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (IGI) airport. Heavy
rain-affected flight operations.

On Wednesday, the city had
received the season’s highest
rainfall of 63.1 mm.

Swirling waters inundated 1.2
districts of Buxar, Bhojpur, Pat-
na, Vaishali, Saran, Begusarai,
Samastipur, Lakhisarai, Kha-
garia, Munger, Bhagalpur and
Katihar.

According to the Central

2 bodies found
In Assam

The bodies of two women
were found on Thursday
morning, while two other
members of the same fami-
ly are yet to be traced after
they were washed away 1n
a landslide and floods in
Assam’s Cachar district,
police said, DHNS reports
from Guwahati. Four ofa
family were washed away
on Wednesday night when
their house was damaged
in a landslide following
heavy rain in the Kashiya- -
punji area of Bhubanpa-
har, about 35 km from dis-
trict headquarters Silchar.

Flood Control, the water level
of the Ganga receded at Digha
ghat, Gandhi ghat (both in Pat-
na district) and Munger, but
the river was flowing above the
danger mark at Hathidah, Sa-
hebganj and Farakka.

The Sone River was flowing
55 cm below the danger level
at Maner in Patna district, a
Central Water Commission
statement said, adding that the
Burhi Gandak was flowing 131
cm above the red mark at Kha-
garia.

A total of 37.7 lakh people
were affected by floods in dif-
ferent parts of the state, the
statement said. The swirling
waters of the Ganga, Sone,
Punpun, Burhi Gandak,
Ghaghra, Kosi and other rivers
have inundated 77 blocks and
2,029 villages, 1t added.

PTI
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MUDDY RIDE: Vehicles wade through a waterlogge

HYDERABAD: Heavyrain con-
tinued to lash Hyderabad for
the second consecutive day on
Thursday, leading to waterlog-
ging and traffic jams 1n many
areas of the city.

The incessant rain, which in-
undated over 200 low-lying ar-
eas in the city, claimed seven
lives, including two infants and
three women.

With the Met office forecast-
ing another 24 hours of rain
here and parts of Andhra
Pradesh due to a weakening
low pressure area, the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration, as a precautionary
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measure lifted the gates of the
Hussain Sagar (Tank Bund) for
the first time in history and re-
leased 120 cusecs of water into
the drains. With the water level
in the man-made reservoir
reaching its full capacity of
531.61 metres, authorities have
evacuated residents close to the
drains in Gandhinagar, Ashok
Nagar, Chikkadpally and Am-
berpet areas.

Traffic snarls

Traffic was severely hit with
most of the roads under knee-
deep water, inconveniencing
schoolchildren and office staff.

-

d road at Palam
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Heavy rain continues to lash Hyderabad

Panjagutta, Somajiguda,
Ameerpet, Khairatabad,
Mehdipatnam and Dilsukhna-
gar witnessed traffic jams for
hours.

As the South Central Rail-
way cancelled 10 local trains
with rainwater flooding the
tracks, commuters were left
stranded in several stations.

Meanwhile, due to the heavy
inflow into the Krishna river
from the catchment areas in
Telangana, the water level in
the Pulichintala project
reached 47 metres, inundating
two villages in Nalgonda district
of Telangana. Even as Telan-
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Vihar after heavy rain in Gurgaon
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on Thursday. pTi

gana requested the Andhra
Pradesh government to release
water to the Prakasam barrage
and subsequently to the Bay of
Bengal, the Andhra govern-
ment has plans to store at least
50 metres of water in Pulichin-
tala, which could be later
utilised toirrigate lakhs of acres
in the delta area.

However, with 16,000
cusecs of water from the catch-
ment areas of Munneru and
Vajinepalli raising the levels in
the Prakasam barrage, engi-
neers released 2,900 cusecs of
water into the Bay of Bengal.
DH News Service
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 PATNA, Sept 1: With four |
more deaths, the tol] in Bjpay ‘
floods today roge to 172 even
as water leve] at many points |

in the Swollen Ganga river re. |

Two fresh deaths were re.
ported in Begusarai and one [
€ach 1 Bhojpur and Samas.
tipur, taking the ol in the fresh (
round of flood in (Ganga and
other rivers to 172, a state-

ment from state Disas_t-eif Man-

khisarai, Khagaria, My
Bhagalpur and Katihar, =

According to Central Flood
Control, the water level of '&
(ranga receded at Digha ghat,
Gandhi ghat (both i Patna dis-

trict) and Munger. - |

But, the water in (ranga was [
flowing above the danger lev.- - {
el in Hathidap S

, Sahebganj and
Farakka, it sajq f |
~ In other IVers, water was
flowing 55 cm below the dan. |
S€I mark in Sone river at
Maner in Patng district, the |
Central Water Comnusswn -
Statement said, - PT] e
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Water stag-
nation pomts
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M{‘ltOI‘IStb wade through rain weter near
H;tech crty rallway statlon on Frrday |

Potholes in an area of
55. 840 square metres

15 10208550 2,049
g ...................................................... ManhOIe ...... ﬁwa" ....................... J Manhole
1 371 repairs 21 collapse | ?ggleargement

?22 crore Is the estlmated amount for road repalr

ain weak in Sept. too

COREENA SUARES | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 2

The city weather bureau
and Accuweather have
forecast moderate rains
in Hyderabad for a few
days in September.

A similar pattern was
witnessed in July and
August wherein there
was very Ilight rain
throughout the two
months. However, the
month ends saw very
heavy rains.

On August 31, heavy
rains upped the rainfall
count from4cmto 1l cm
for Hyderabad. It was

the same in July
Hyderabad, however, 1s
still 41 per cent deficit
when 1t comes to average
rainfall.

For the next seven
days, the IMD website
has forecast a generally
cloudy sky with possibil-
ities of rain or thunder-
storms or dust storms.

Accuweather mean-
while warns of showers
on 3rd, 15th and 16th of
September.

The Telangana State
Planning Development
Society, which 1s respon-
sible for feeding govern-
ment agencies with

weather bulletins, in is
monthly report {for
September, has forecast
only moderate rains on
very few days.

The rainfall pattern
was similar in July and
August too.

Except for a day or two
that recorded heavy
showers, there wasn’t
much rain throughout
the months.

Quthbullapur (2 cm),
Serilingampally (2 cm)
and Kukatpally (3 cm)
received rains on
Thursday night. An
average of 1 cm was

recorded in the city.
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Met déﬁﬁiﬁlg
alerts for severe
winter this year

NEW DELHE: In a first, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) will issu€ winter forecast
and cold wave alerts for the sea-
son from this year. The forecasts
will be issued for December,
January and February.
«“By November end this year,
| we will be issuing winter fore-
) cast for the season,” TMD direc-
tor general KJ Ramesh said.
The IMDhas been jssuing mox-

«1,ike the summer forecast
where above normal temperature
was important, the winter fore-
cast will give a general outlay on
‘whether the temperatures in the

cold season will be ‘above Nor-
mal’ or helow normal’. We willbe

b el e T .
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 After floods, drought threat logms layge over Binar

PH ”’j&t o
PATNA: It's a double whammy  fall since June. As many as 166 ing the report, we will submit  who also happens to be Uniorl  letter, a copy of whichwasalso East Champaran, Sitamarhi

for Bihar. While 11 districts block spread over 27 district a memorandum to the Cen- Minister of State for Rural De- marked to Bihar Chief Secre-  and Patna. |
£2ce the threat of floods dueto  are facing drought. tre,” said Anirudh Kumar, velopment, has writtentoNi-  tary Anjani Kumar Singh. Krt- Agriculture officials said the
a surge in the Ganga, the re- The Bihar governmenthas  joint secretary, Disaster Man-  tish Kumar on how the people pal has given a 48-hour ulti- paddy that has been cpltl_vated L
maining 27 districts, out of 38, asked its agricultureand Met ~ agement Department. of his constituency havebeen ~ matumto the Nitish Kumar  so far had started wilting un-
are on the verge of beingde-  departments to prepare a Strangely enough, a large facing drought despite the regime to arrange water, fail- der the dry spell. “We hoped
clared drought-hit. ground report about the 27 area of Patna district, which Sone river overflowing. ing which he would siton a for good rainfall after August
The data procured from the drought-hit districts so that a faced flood threat till last “Sone is overflowing, but hunger strike. 15. But despite the Metde-
Met department shows that memorandum could besub-  week, Is also affected by water is not reaching the The state officials averred partment’s prediction, there 1s
Bihar has witnessed abysmally  mitted to the Centre seeking  drought in the westernand canal. In my constituency, that deficiency in rainfall in scanty rainfall in several dis-
low rainfall this monsoon. financial aid. “We have sought  southern zones. Thisanomaly farmers from Bikram, Maner, the districts range from40%  tricts,” said an official, adding
Against a normal average a report about the 166 could be gauged from the fact ~ Paligany, Dulhin Bazar, to 66%. Sheohar tops the that Bihar was earlier de-
rainfall of 803 mm, Biharhas  drought-hit blocks spread that Lok Sabha MP from Naubatpur and Bihta are fac- chart with 66% rain deficit, clared drought-hit in 2013.

received only 635.9 mmrain-  over 27 districts. After receiv-

Patliputra, Ram Kripal Yadav, 1ng drought,” stated Krypal’s followed by Saharsa, Munger, DH News service

NEW DELH]I, Sept 1: Heavy Delhi had yesterday re- “The Safdarjung observa-
rains continued to lash the na- corded season’s highest rain- tory had recorded 63.0 mm
“tional cpial for the secondcon-  fall at 63.1 mm till 5.30 PM rainfall till 8.30 AM while the
“secutivik day today leading to and the readings hovered reading at Palam obs&rvato-
‘water-logging and traffic jams around the same levels for ry was 35.6 mm,” a MeT of-

in many areas of the city. overnight rains. ficial said. — PTI
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‘heavy rain’ alert for today

Downpour floods city, claims student

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, Sept. 3: Heavy rain
lashed large parts of the city
and its adjoining areas today,
claiming a life, drowning many
roads and crippling traffic.

The weather department
has predicted “heavy rainfall”
tomorrow, too, the prediction
hinging on the possibility of a
cyclonic circulation over the
Bay of Bengal intensifying
into a low-pressure zone

Mohammad Akram, a first-
year student in Howrah's
Narasinha Dutt College,
drowned in a pond on the cam-
pus after he failed to distin-
cuish it from a waterlogged
road around 3.30pm. Friends
said he had gone to fetch a ball
when he drowned. A team from
the fire department fished out
the body around 5.30pm.

In Calcutta, the roads that
went under water included CR
Avenue, Mahatma Gandhi
Road, College Street and
Camac Street. The ripple ef-
fect disrupted traffic on some
other roads, too, such as JL
Nehru Road and all the roads
in the Maidan area.

A tree wuprooted and
blocked the Maniktala-bound
flank of Vivekananda Road, in
north  Calcutta, around
1.10pm. “The road was cleared
around 3.25pm. We had a har-
rowing time controlling traffic
on the road. The uprooted tree
hit traffic on CR Avenue, t00,”
a police officer said.

Commuters were Inconve-
nienced across the city “It
took me 45 minutes to reach
Chandni Chowk from Shake-
speare Sarani. On other days I
cover the distance in 15-20
minutes,” a businessman said.

“Police had temporarily
closed the Park Street flyover.

S0, we had to take Mayo Road,
which was chock-a-block with

. co T : '

The pond

< ml omy g
L T

(on the other side of e fenc.e)' 'c.m £he NarasmhaDutt College
campus in Howrah became one after Saturday’s rain. A student drowned after he
failed to distinguish the pond from the road in a section where there is no fence
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vehicles. All roads in the
Maidan area were clogged.”
According to Calcutta Mu-
nicipal Corporation (CMC)
records, it rained more in
north Calcutta than in the
south. In Ultadanga, it rained
105mm between 1lam and
2pm. Maniktala received
80.5mm, Belgachhia 87mm and

Palmer Bazar 85mm during
the period.

In south Calcutta, Bally-
gunge and Kalighat received
41.2mm and 13mm of rain, re-
spectively, from 11am to 2pm.
Behala received 73.4mm, the
highest in south Calcutta.

Waterlogging, too, was less
in south Calcutta than in the
north. As for the extensive
flooding in north Calgutta, a
civic official said: “There 1s
hardly any way to prevent wa-

terlogging if it rains so heavily
in such a short period. Thecity’s
drainage system is capable of
handling 6mm of rain per hour.
Today, it rained much more.”

The Alipore weather office
attributed the rain to the com-
bined effect of a cyclonic cir-
culation over the north Bay of
Bengal and a low-pressure
trough stretching from north
Bengal to Bangladesh.

A trough is an imaginary
line joining low-pressure
points. The atmospheric pres-
sures of a cyclonic circulation
and a low-pressure trough are
lower than their surround-
ings, resulting in the forma-
tions drawing air — in this
case moisture-laden air from
the sea — towards themselves.

A weather department offi-
cial said the cyclonic circula-

tion might intensify into a low-
pressure zone and cause
“heavy rainfall” in the city on
Sunday. In meteorological parl-
ance, heavy rainfall means 64-
124mm of rain in a day;

The grim prediction has
cast acloud on the plans of Puja
shoppers. “I had planned to do
some shopping on Sunday. Now,
I am Keeping my fingers cros-
sed,” said a college student.

|
i




") ‘ -~ C e ~ ~ | ey r Oy > - *""rf\ -~ EZRRe
Yodray SFp22C = Grystaieea oo a7 F gmrdm AT ST@ HAFFTE AHATATL

.. W—"my TE TR = 17

NEW DELHI: Karnataka on
Friday told the Supreme
Court that sharing water in
the distress water year of

'2016-17 has to be managed

equitably by it and Tamil
Nadu to protect the interests
of farmers and drinking re-
quirements of Bengaluru
and other cities.
“Theallegation of Tamil Nadu
that its irrigation dependent on
Mettur would suffer has no ba-
sis,” the state mentioned in an
atfidavit filed to the Tamil Nadu's
application for release of 50 tm-
cft of the Cauvery water. “Dur-
ing the distress year, both the
states have to manage water on
an equitable basis. As on Au-
gust 31, 2016, the live storage
at Mettur is 35.17 tmeft, which
is sufficient by itself for the next
35 days at the rate of one tmeft

per day as admitted by the chief
secretary of Tamil Nadu during
the water year 2001-02, which
was initially a distress year,”
Karnataka said. The state sub-
mitted that the likely flows at
the inter-state border Biligund-

lu in the month of September |

would be minimum of 13 tmeft
to 20 tmcft, since in the similar

bad years of 2002-03, 2003-

- 04,2012-13 and 2015-16, the in-
flow was13.774,13.385,20.759

and 22.345 tmcft respectively.

As on August 31, 2016 Kar-
nataka has ensured 33.05 tm-
cft of water, despite the inflows
into its four reservoirs of Ha-
rangi, Hemavathi, KRS and
Kabini being less by 46.84% of
the normal year, it said.

Resolution adopted
The Tamil Nadu Assembly on

Friday urged the Centre not al-
low Karnataka and Kerala to
go ahead with their dam Proj-
ects on the Cauvery river say-
ing they will affect the state.
Reading out a resolution in
this regard, Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa told the Assembly
that Karnataka is planning to
construct a dam across the
Cauvery at Mekedatu and Ker-
ala has proposed to build a

reservoir across Siruvani river,

a tributary of the Cauvery, re-
ports DHNS from Chennai.
“The Centre should not allow
Karnataka to go ahead with its
project concerning the state till
the Cauvery Management
Board and the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee come
into force and judicial references
are finally settled,” she said.
DH News Service
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