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‘Ceffee cmp loss 1n south due to heavy rain

| TEMASH g'% ~in cultivation. The estimate f ",DlsasterManagemen Plan will not
Chennax LSeptembers Eon : : ’

: TheCoﬁfeeBoard underthe'U.mon

~ministry of commerce, has esti-

- mated crop loss of 82,000 tonnes  The Board says ‘th
] 'duetoheavyrammthetradl iona croplosswouldthehxgh
‘ owing areas of South India

y
this will not impact prices, glven
_ these are based on what is hap
__pening abroad where sup

- Board officials say it would be
difficult to achieve the earlier post-- - the Kodagu reglon in Kamataka
blossom estimate of 350,400 “affecting about 1,500 hectares of ! paic I g
i tonnes for 2018-19, unless the coffeearea;also'some minorland- i€ d throug ; ’ ‘has  dropped to $1606 atonne from
December season sees ab1g  jump lides elsewhere in Karnatakaand ernments 1 the Nati , the earher $1, 621atonne
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nybody who hasbeen to the office of town

and country planning departments that

function under municipal corporations in

various cities will be put off by the indif-
ferent approach of the officials there. To expect
such local government staff, who still push more
paper than rely on basic information technology, to
push for modern and smart buildings is a chal-
lenge, especially if the builder or his customers are
not similarly inclined.

This state of affairs has led to the realisation
that sensitising builders to leverage the use of nat-
ural light or air demands long-term engagement
and monitoring through technology. With the inten-
tion of promoting this agenda, the Union govern-
ment in 2007 launched the Energy Conservation
Building Code (ECBC) that set the standards under
scientifically coded norms. This code went through
modifications in 2008 and was made mandatory

largely for non-residen-

tial buildingsin adozen

Dmez state  and  Union

MEAS S Territories including
URE Assam and Odisha.

Energy Still, the monitoring

Performance Index
Itis the persquare
meter energy
consumption of a
building annually,
excludingstorage
and basement
parking

Energy Performance
Index Ratio

Ratio of energy
performance index
of the proposed
buildingtothe
energy performance
index of the
standard baseline
building

ideal ratio

Lessthan orequal to
one

Impiementation
Energy auditors will
fill compliance
documents at each
stage: design,
construction and
completion

left much to be desired
since the code has to be
implemented at the lev-
el of urban local bodies.
The Bureau of
Energy Efficiency
(BEE), which is mandat-
ed to implement the
Energy Conservation
Act, 2001, has come up
with a solution of sorts
to this vexed problem.
Last year, it issued the
code afresh and notified
ECBC rules 2018 in
February. Monitoring
and compliance, mean-
while, will be enhanced
by a new IT tool that
BEE will shortly be
introducing. This is an
Energy  Monitoring
Information  System
(EMIS) in partnership
with the United Nations
Development
Programme and the
World Bank’s Global
Environment Facility.
Abhay Bakre, direc-
tor general, BEE, says

the new interactive and

simulation software will
enable architects and builders to feed in building
plan and see whether it conforms to the new code.
EMIS will also offer tailor-made suggestions for dif-
ferent architectural plans to meet the energy effi-
ciency requirements under the code.

How helpful will EMIS be? It can help architects
and engineers to gauge energy conservation at the
design stage, says Arun Kumar Dutta, consultant
with Kolkata-based design and engineering firm
MIN Dastur. “Subsequently, software tools will help

-
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Embedding compliance

n green buildings

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency has come up with an ITtool that will help municipal staffto
ensure new green buildings in small towns live up to their promise

demonstrate compliance as well,” he adds.

Software for different design requirements is
already used by the construction industry that
has to mandatorily comply with the National
Building Code 2016 of the Bureau of Indian
Standards. These are for the latest structural load-
ing and design and meeting the construction
norms, including those relating to wind load,
earthquake resistance, steel design and founda-
tion, in order to ensure structural safety of build-
ings including against a disaster. Dutta says his
company, for instance, uses STADD.Pro (V8.), and
other software like RISA and GT STRUDL for struc-
tural design requirements.

Currently, ECBC 2018 rules are not mandatory.
By December 2018, some states like Himachal
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh are expected to make
the code mandatory. “The software has been devel-
oped and we are in the advance stage of discussion
with urban local bodies and authorities for its
deployment,” says Bakre.

The code is applicable to buildings and com-
plexes that have a connected power load 0f 100 kW
or greater or a contract demand of 120 kVA or more,
with plot area more than 1000 square metre, and

are intended to be used for commercial purposes.

Simultaneously, the Indian Green Building
Council (IGBC), part of the Confederation of Indian
Industry, and Teri's GRIHA have developed green
ratings for building based on their environment
friendliness. Besides energy efficiency, such build-
ings are required to have net zero-waste disposal
and reduction of heat island effect.

IGBC has so far covered 4,656 green building
projects with 5.4 billion sq. ft of green footprint in
India, which is second to only the US. IGBC is
now looking at having 10 billion sq. ft of green
footprint by 2022, says V Suresh, former chairman
and managing director, Hudco, and chair, policy
and advocacy, IGBC.

IGBC also offers a GreenPro certification for
building materials and products. There are 380
such certified products covering 19 categories,
says Suresh. This is particularly helpful since
apart from the design itself, building material
and finishing services with different thermal effi-
ciency properties, including U and R values, help
in ensuring lower power consumption. The R-
value is the measurement of a material’s capaci-
ty toresist heat flow, which means the higher the

product’s R-value, the better its insulation and,
therefore, the energy requirement for maintain-
ing ambient temperature is less. U-value, on the
other hand, measures the rate of heat transfer.
This means that products with a lower U-value
will be more energy efficient.

Indeed, energy efficiency raises the question
of cost. As Dutta points out, the compliance with
ECBC 2017 will increase the cost of civil and archi-
tectural design as well as of energy efficient equip-
ment like transformers, ACs and ventilation,. He
reckons that for a fully ECBC-compliant building,
the initial project cost will increase 10 to 15 per
cent. “However, the payback period for the cog.
incurred for achieving energy conservation lever
will be five to seven years,” he adds.

Some state and local governments, however
offer incentives like higher floor surface indey
and lower property tax rates for buildings thay
have higher green ratings. Lower energy cor
sumption coupled with these incentives can wor
in parallel to recover the additional cost. Bu
mandatory implementation and Eo::c::&«
would be the vital starting point for sustainab)
construction to become widespread.
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India Inc must seize cdimate i

But who will take the Iead7 The tradmonal do- gooders or the young turks? Who wnll be the first to say,

relentless — switching completely to

1ts water usage and waste per product.
‘The Walmart initiative is known to
have improved the bottom line by over

tenewable energy, more than halving

abillion dollars. Being cmetco cious

is a profitable affair.
InIndia, we have a sumlaI opportu-
nity arising out of two seemingly uncon-

nected events. First, the calamity in

God’s own countryand second our obli-

. gations to the Patis Agreement on cli-
mate change. The Kerala floods have :

hen 'US President Donald

s R ; Trump declared in 2017 that
he was walking out of the Paris

| Agreementto combat climate change, it
did twothings. While triggering waves of
protests across the world, it also gal-
e od vera] American businesses,

action. They came together to declare
| "Weares
| edmoment, where the Head ofthe State
declared unilateral noncooperation
with a movement that had the planet’s

bestinterests atheart, and some itsmost -

powerful citizens came out to say, “Even
if America is not wﬁ.h you, Americans
67, !

tes from green-

. house emissions in its supply chain. Its

| “We Are Still In” commitment aims to :
i eliminate one gigaton of greenhouse

gases by 2030, which isthe equivalent of

getting 200 million cars off the

American roads for a year.

Similarly, Google, whose global oper-
ations consume as much energy as the
- city of San Francisco, is committed to
‘securing all its energy needs from

renewable sources before the end of the
g demde LOreal in the US has been as

Covering L., YIS

in”. Tt was an unprecedent-
. Madhay Gadgil, a noted ec gis! 7
mitted in 2011, warned of the perils of

evoked awave of empathy and support
from across the country and beyond.
Not surprisingly, through Central and
state government efforts, through
efforts of the armed forces and of sever-
al thousands of private citizen: money,
relief  supplies,
mobilised swiftly. Corporate India also
Pparticipared activelyand did its CSR bit.
As environmentalists ar

ing, the Kerala disaster is m;

the resuit of greed, apathy and n

The report of a committee

unchecked industrial and tourist activi-
ty across” the ecologically sensitive
Western Ghats, including Kerala and Goa,
and its likely apocalyptic consequences.

India, the world’s fourth-largest car-
bon emitter, ratified the Paris Climate
change agreement in late 2016, Every
country, party to the agreement, has
obligations relating towhat it would do
fo mitigate the risks of climate change
across the planet. India’s obligations are

: easﬂy quantifiable: Control temperature

increaseto 1.5 degrees above pre-indus-
trial levels, reduce its carbon emissions
by a third by serving nearly half of its
energy needs from renewable sources
and adding 5 million hectares of good
quality forest cover by 2030.

The two events provide India Inc an

medical aid was

poimnuy 10 do a “We are in”. While

od, India Inc must go beyond
- what is mandarory. The first commi
ment is a moral one — no CEO must -
endorse ‘a project that negatively
impacts inter-generational equity.
that is, plunder of natural resource fo
short-term profit that would take away
from the next generation its ightful
due. The Environment Assessment

Impact reports (EIA) must be taken seri- -

ously and not “managed” creatively.
Positive environment impact must be *
- Seen as an opportunity, rather than an
obstacle. Much like how consumers now -
shun eonflict diamonds, the CEO must
commiit to stop doing business with
those businesses that cause adverse
environmental impact. For example,
stop using ports that are mired in coastal -
environment controversies Or StOp Sup-
portmg mmes that have dublOLlS clear-

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India

(A)
Business standard\/

#

mtlatlve

‘fWe are in"?

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

h 100pe cent renew-

able energy. This is now feasible asboth -

solarand wind power costs have Pplum-
meted due to sngmﬁcamly lower raw
material costs in China. Those £orpo-
rates in the energy sector must moti-
vate sell-back of excess renewable ener-

gy back to the grid as a means of

propagating the use of renewable ener-
gy. Those industries that depend heav-

ﬂyonwatermnsumpnmmgstﬁndnew
processes that uise s:gmﬁcantly less
- water and ' less solvents.

Green
Chemistry is finding favor in the phar-
maceutical and heavy chemical indus-

tries and its use can contribute a lot in

this duecnon Reducmg dramaucally

~ the use of non-recyelable composite

packaging materials is another step if
cleaner oceans and

What ean, rporauons clomunpmve :
India’s forest cover? Traditional pub-
lie-private partnership (PPP) models
haye only spawned economic activities
of dubious character or have resuited
in  monocrop plantations posing as
forests. There is need for corporates to.
proactively support no-go zones eyen
at the costof immediate gains.

Who will take the lead? The tradi-
tional do-gooders from the Tata, Godrej,
Mahindra, Cipla, Thermax vintage? Or
young turks like Flipkart? Who will be
the first to say, “Weare in”? <

The author is executive vzce -president, Cipla.

Viewsare persanal
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ka, the loss of lives and the devas-

tation of- mfrastructure and crops

is apparent. However, as tebuild-

“ing is planned, what is often ig-

nored is the soil that has been

~washed away. While roads and

‘ : ‘houses will be rebullt -and crop
losses comp sa d-?{, artlally through i urance, the gra-

the local economy e '

Soil degradatlon dueto ﬂoodmg isa serlous concern. A
2014 review of soil degradanon in India by multiple institu-
. tions shows that an estimated 14 million hectares suffer soﬂ .
| degradaUOn due to flooding annually. =
' The impact of floods on soil was also studied in detail fol-
20'09 floods in North Kamataka, thch killed ov-

__ciency, and low productmty of land £
~In the case of Kerala and Kodagu,"‘
~ force of the water would have led to severe soil and land ero-
sion, says Rajendra Hegde, Principal Scientist of NBSS&LUP
in Bengaluru. “You can see it in the murky colour of the riv-
. ers and swollen stream,” he says. “Soil, which has taken
' thousands of years to form through natural processes and
“through recent: mputs by farmers, is bemg swept away, to be
4 dumped in reservoirs orin thesea”
Coveningits 15 - Notallfloods are bad for the soil, as seen in the oft -oceur-
. r_mg floods along the banks of the Ganga, Kosi, Brahmaputra
and other rivers taking birth in the Himalayas. There, the
- gushing river emanating from the mountains carries with it
- loosened alluvial soil, and not only washes over farmlands,
~ but also replenishes flood plains with fertile soil. However,
~ in south and central India, floods wash away rich, weath-
‘ered soil, which are deposrced in reservoirs or as sand bars
. along the river bed orin the sea. Any rehabﬂltatmn pro
: 'gramme must consxder thls Jost soil; - L .

/*f 5

Theun'zterlsat theBengaluru bureau ofTheHmdu e SHa
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upport the angmshed amcng us,
Yen  duringthe darkestofdays .Nevertheless,
i thmo;‘ethan, 5% of the Indian. landmass :
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- water — ~enough. utMa]

NOTIjZ_BOOK

on the
‘northern bank of river

'Brahmaputra, to Majuli

for most part of the year. -
‘This, perhaps,
- make Majuli an island —

doesn’t

‘geologically, a landmass
‘completely surrounded by

them it is a nodidwip (riv-
er island) whose nearest
popular jetty, Kamalabari,
is an hour’s ride from Nea-
matighat on a ferry.
‘Majuli is a story for re-
porters -of almost every

beat. The frequency of my -
- a district since September

visit to the 4sland’, a con-

. stituency reserved for the
i «Scheduled  'Tribes,

has
usually. been dictated by

:Assenﬂ:ly»aelectlons There
have been the odd tﬁps T ;
between for cultural piec- -

es; Majuli is the epicentre

of the classmal Sattnya
dance and Bhaona (musi-
«cal plays soaked in spiri-
tualism) that evolved from

- the satras or.monasteries

:adhering to the Vaishna-
vism that the 16th century
saint-reformer-playwright
Srimanta Sankardeva had
established. And for cov-
erage of devastation dur-
ing or after:a major flood;

- the Brahmaputra has de-
ved - youred much of the fs-
emotionally from the per-
spective of the people of -
Jorhat . district - on - the -
southern bank, >and for =4

land’; reducing it from
‘some 800 sqhnacean
1ago to lesSi:han&@D ~

-as Assam’s cultural soul.

‘And as Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal’s consti-
tuency, it has become the

. State’s political nerve-

centre since May 2016 and

that year. Almost a year af-

- ter the foundation stone of

a bridge over Majuli was

- Jaid, he began pushing for -

linking the fisland’ to In-
dia’s railway grid. Many
fislanders’ I have interact-

| }f:On a Shrmklng island’ called Majull

',‘There is 4| story there for reporters of almost every beat

: : RAHUL KARMAKAR % {/)

: ‘?,You can drw.e ‘from As

- sam’s Lakhimpur district’s
. Dhakuakhana,

ed w1th are upbeat about
these projects, but feel
Majuli might melt into the
river. They include Upen
‘Gayan, a vocalist-monk
from - Kamalabari Satra
that ‘has been relocated
thrice since establishment
in 1673. He hopes he lives
long enough to see Majuli -
become erosion-proof for
the bridge to have a strong
base to stand on.

‘Such interactions are

¢ often with an eye on the

‘watch ‘to ensure that 1

- don’t miss the last ferry
i from Kamalabari to Nea-

hrinking | . matighat at 4 p.m. Staying
; robbed Majuli of its status

back on the island is not

. an.issue, mobile phone

connectivity is. Poor data
speed often makes it im-
possible to send stories
and photos, and 1 learnt it
‘the hard way while cover-
.ing Mr. Sonowal’s cam-
paign. I missed the ferry
and took a cab to Dha-
kuakhana, where the In-
ternet speed is 'pretty
good. But it was well past

~deadline when 1 pressed
the send button.



05.09. RoI8-

News item/letter/articlie/editorial published on >~ in the

Hindustan Times

Statesman
The Times of india ( )
Indian Express

Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

‘Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu .
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

>

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

New Ganga clean—up 1

ax%)lans X

armed force prison terms & fines

* AN ARMED Ganga Protection

Corps (GPC) whose personnel
' will have powers to arrest those

who pollute the river; treatinga

 slewofactions — from obstruct-

5 ing the flow to commercial .

~ River Development & Ganga
'Re;uvenatlon which has sought
opinion of various stakeholders.
The draft, accessed by The
 Indian Express, says that present
_environmental laws aren’t ade-
quate to restore and rotect the

 Theseare among themeas-  riverwhich flows over2500km
' SHYAMLAL YADAV ~ uresinthedraftBill preparedby ~  Cognizable offences marked
. NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER 4 the Ministry of Water Resources, ~ in the draft Bill include: con-

struction activities causing

obstruction in the river;

‘withdrawal of ground water for

industrial or commercial con-

sumptionfrom thelandfronting
 theriverand its tributaries; con-
mercial fishing or aqua culture

- fishing— ascogmzableoffences*

ﬁb,tothreeyears ind afine of
toRsSlakh

'“bedeployed byNatlon Gangaunvenaﬁon - EWV: :
Imost sumlar prov151ons ares 'fﬂuent intothe Ga --otherwise hemay face
1986, . afive-year prisor; - xmora;%,;xeofRss OOD
,perdayorboth “hi
Injuly2016,a.- mrmtteewas consututed 1
- under retired Judgo of the Allahabad High -
~ Court Justice Giriia ‘Malviya who had sub- |
pnsonmentfortvvoyearsoraﬁneofm21 kh  mitted a draft biii Jast year, named The |
~National River Ganga (Rejuvenation,

or both. Similarly, construction of permanent
structureforresxdennal,commeraalandres—" Protection and Management) Bill, 2017,
Subsequently,afour membercommmegwas

idential purposesinthe activefloodplainarea

-of Ganga will be pumshable with atwo-year _ -setupby the Ministryto pxamine thatand: the

imprisonmentorfineuptoRs 501akhorboth. Ministry has circulated a Cabinet notesy:
indudes a revised version of that draftBil

~Thed aft makesite clearthatno ;
i Incidentally, a- 'udge of Allal habad ngh"’

_ municipal u_thontywﬂl establishor 1l
“stepstoset up any mdusma] orresi i Court, Justice Malv 1,in 1988, had calledf
“vaer Pohce” tog: 1otect the Ganga

commerctal premises or stmcrm EWhldl may/ ;

Ganga clean p ,_.
Sources smdaCabmetnotehasbeenmcu— i *creatlon of GPCis new : :
lated to Secretaries of departments concerned - ¢ - The draftBill saysthat commercxal ﬁshmg
and their comments are coming in. - o ar aqua culture activitiesin the Gangaandany
‘The draft Bill ‘enyisages the: Ganga - ofits tributaries shall. beppmshable withim-
Protection Corps as an armed force “consti
| tuted and maintained” bythe Central govern-
ment “If any member of GPC has reason to-
believe thatany person has committedanof-
fence punishable underthis Act, hemay take
such person in custody to the nearest police
. station.” GPC will follow Code of Cfmnnal
Plocedure : :
" ' Itspersonnel, the draftBillsays, wﬂlbepro—
V]ded by the MmlstryofHomeAﬂalrs and will
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Ravi S SiNGH
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4
Chief =~ Minister  Capt
Amarinder Singh on Tues-
day urged the Centre to

include Rs 1,976-crore proj-
ects of relining of Rajasthan
feeder and Sirhind feeder

canals on its list of “priori-
tised” irrigation projects.

In a meeting with Union

Water Resources and Road
Transport Minister Nitin Gad-
kari, the CM sought his inter-
vention in the matter, besides
seeking speedy implementa-
tion of the Delhi-Amritsar-

Katra Expressway project. =

He also urged for an early
clearance to Rs 426-crore
project for upgrading 557-
km road lengths of border
districts of Ferozepur, Fazil-
ka, Tarn Taran, Gurdaspur
and Pathankot.

The estimates of the relin-
ing of the Rajasthan and
Sirhind projects had been
approved by the Central

_Chief Minister Capt Amari

Nitin Gadkari in New D

sday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

‘Water Commission, an
agency of the Water
Resources Ministry, way

back in 2009 for Rs 952 crore
and Rs 489 crore, respective-
ly. But the work was delayed
due to technical reasons.

The state government has
now completed the ground-
work and all documentation
has been submitted to the

rmmstry It can' float global

tendersonly after aclearance.

The CM informed Gadkari
that the Rajasthan govern-

- ment had also made a com-

- mitment to fund Its share in
the projects.

~ The inclusion of the two

projects in the ambit of “pri-
oritised” list under the Min-

istry’s Accelerated Irrigation

T_cr
to Centre

-Nai Duniya:(Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

Beneﬁts . Projects (AIBP)
would ensure enhanced Cen-

-tral financial help. The 99
‘projects are spread over 18

states aimed at beefing up
country’s irrigation system.
About the Delhi-Amritsar-

~ Katra Expressway project,

the CM said alignment of
the expressway had already
been finalised among Pun-

jab and Haryana.

As  per consultations
between the two states; the

new alignment option pro-
_posed to be adopted would
start from Amritsar and go
- straight up to Delhi Western

Peripheral  Expressway
or RKundli-Manesar-Palwal
Expressway in Delhi, with
spurs connecting religious
and economic centres such
as Dera Baba Nanak, Qadi-
an, Attari border, Gandiwind,
Tarn Taran, Goindwal Sahib,
Makhu, Kapurthala, Jaland-
har, Ludhiana, Muktsar,
Malerkotla, Talwandi Sabo,
Patiala, Moonak, etc.
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THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW | PlNég{AYI VIJAYAN

‘What the Centre has announced as initial aid is a 2ood amount’

But the Central government should not say no when other

STANLY JOHNY

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan was supposed to tra-
vel to the U.S. on August 19 for medical treatment, but he post-
poned the trip in the wake of the disastrous floods that hit the
State in early August. Since then, Mr. Vijayan has been the
face of Kerala’s fight back and recovery. In this interview in
the State Secretariat in Thiruvananthapuram before he even-
tually left for the U.S. on September 2, he said the government
is working towards building a “better Kerala”, there is “no
confusion” about the assistance offer from the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), and that his State has set an example in dis-
aster management to the world. Excerpts:

While the focus in Kerala
shifts to rehabilitation and
reconstruction, what are the
challenges your government
faces?

w The damage that the floods
caused to the State’s infras-
tructure will set back the de-
velopment of the whole
State. The disaster struck us
unexpectedly and caused
enormous losses at a time
when the government was
moving forward with pro-
jects to develop the State’s in-
frastructure capacity. But the
government’s aim is to move
forward with a twin strategy
— while the State must com-
pletely recover from the
damage, we must adopt poli-
cies at the same time that will
take it ahead in terms of de-
velopment. We are humbled
by the help that’s flowing in
from within and outside the
country. This has boosted
our confidence and energy
to move forward.

There are losses - of hous-
es, appliances, domestic ani-
mals, trade and industry un-
its. Public institutions like
schools, hospitals and go-
vernment offices have been
damaged; the tourism sector
has been impacted. There’s
sajiland ogrsizeemental
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several houses. But we build
houses at the same locations
again, which are only
washed away in the next
landslip. This has to change.
Houses should be rebuilt in
comparatively safer loca-
tions. We have to consider
ecological issues, too, while
rebuilding Kerala. The slogan
we have put forward is not
just ‘rehabilitation and re-
construction’, but ‘build a
new Kerala’. We will build a
better Kerala.

But where are you going to
raise funds for such a drive?

mIt’s true that the most
pressing problem is to find
money. We have to raise
funds from various sources.
Primarily, those who love
Kerala are making generous
contributions. The Chief Mi-
nister’s Distress Relief Fund
has already crossed %1,000
crore, and help keeps com-
ing in. There’s an under-
standing among Keralites
that they all should contri-
bute to help the State recover
from this disaster. The res-
ponse we received for the
suggestion that salaried peo-
ple could give a month’s sal-

ary in instalments was en-
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GOPAKUMAR

agencies that can come with
assistance in such circum-
stances. With the help of all
these people, government
and agencies, we hope we
can raise funds to rebuild
Kerala better.

You just mentioned help
from international agencies.
What about help from
foreign governments? The
Centre has said that it will
meet the requirements for
relief and rehabilitation
through domestic efforts.

u When [ said international
agencies, 1 was referring to
the United Nations and other
institutions such as the
World Bank. But in response
to your question, when
countries, institutions or in-
dividuals voluntarily come
forward with help in the
event of a natural disaster,
we think such offers should

Natinne
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It’s true that the most
pressing problem is
to find money. We
have to raise funds
from various sources
to rebuild a better
Kerala.

that the Central government
should not say ‘no’ when
such offers come.

Do you think the Centre’s
initial financial assistance is
enough? The State had
demanded ¥2,000 crore in
immediate relief, to which
the Centre responded by
releasing T600 crore.

= Central aid never comes in
one disbursal; it comes in
phases. What the Centre has
announced is only advance
assistance, and it’s a good
amount. When the Home Mi-
nister visited the State, he an-

nped T0P.EEore. Later

the rescue mission. We ex-
pect the government to take
the same approach while an-
nouncing the final aid, after
complete assessment of the
losses. Also, as 1 said earlier,
several international finan-
cial agencies and institutions
have come up with offers of
assistance. We are grateful to
them. For such offers to ma-
terialise, there has to be a fa-
vourable approach from the
Centre. The other day, a
World Bank team visited Ker-
ala. They held talks with offi-
cials, including the Chief Se-
cretary. We got exciting
responses from them. We al-
s0 hope the Centre will allow
the State to raise its borrow-
ing limit.

There’s some confusion
about the assistance offer
from the UAE. You said on
August 21 that the UAE has
offered financial assistance
0f $100 million (about 700

ue eyuis Juemyse, soddns buibps)g

What if they offer more than
X700 crore? When they say
the amount is not final, that
doesn’t mean that they won’t
be giving any aid. So this is an
issue between the Govern-
ment of India and the Go-
vernment of the UAE. This
was discussed between the
two leaders — the UAE Presi-
dent and the Indian Prime
Minister. 1 had said earlier
that what I had revealed was
based on the information
that I had got. It’s the NRI in-
dustrialist, Yusuff Ali, who
informed us that the UAE
was ready to give ¥700 crore
in relief assistance. He said
he was informed about it
when he visited the UAE Pre-
sident to greet him on Id. We
don’t have to disbelieve his
words. So 1 don’t think
there’s any room for contro-
versy in the matter. If that in-
formation is wrong, who
should say that? Those in-
volved in the discussion
should say, right? So, either

the Prime Minister or the-

UAE President should do so.
But neither of them has said
what I said was wrong. So I
still expect that the aid will
be formally announced and
the Government of India will
be willing to accept it.

But the UAE Ambassador
has already said that they
haven’t taken a final

decision on the amount...

= In my understanding, he
hasn’t denied that the UAE
will be offering aid.

He hasn’t denied it, but he
said no decision has been
taken on the amount...
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countries volunteer help during a disaster, says the Kerala Chief Minister

There is some criticism
about dam management by
the State government. The
Opposition leader, Ramesh
Chennithala, has said that
poor management of dams
was what led to the floods.

u There’s nothing wrong in
our dam management and
such allegations are baseless.
The kind of rains we received
Wwas extraordinary. The State
government did not get any
intimation from the Meteoro-
logical Department that
there would be extreme pre-
cipitation in Kerala in Au-
gust. We got extreme rains
within a short span of time.
That’s why there was a sharp
rise in the water levels. The
dams were opened after issu-
ing all the necessary alerts.
And it’s not just dam water
that caused the floods. There
are no dams in Achankovil,
Manimala, and Chaliyar riv-
ers. Water in Achankovil
flooded Pandalam, Manima-
la flooded Thiruvalla, and
Chaliyar flooded Nilambur.
So, based on what logic is so-
meone saying that the reason
for the floods is the opening
of reservoirs?

But most major dams in
Kerala were almost full in
July. Don’t you think the
State would have been
better equipped to deal with
the floods had the reservoirs
been opened in phases
before the extreme rainfall
in August? And given the
tragedy, do you think the
dam management rules
should be changed?

= The water flow in Periyar
river fell by by 15% because
we have dams. It’s a fact that
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and 15, Kerala got 350 mm of
rainfall, 255 mm in excess of
last year. There are specific
norms in managing dams.
The government is strictly
following them. At the same
time, we expect improve-
ment on two fronts. One, we
should attain the technologi-
cal capacity to predict phe-
nomena such as cloudbursts.
Two, dam coordination bet-
ween States should improve.
Our understanding is that
both the Central government
and the Central Water Com-
mission are of the same view
about this.

Being the Chief Minister ata
time when the State is facing
such a crisis is a tough task.
How do you assess the
performance of your
government in tackling the
crisis?

= We set an example to the
whole world on how to deal
with natural disasters. We
managed to do it as the peo-
ple of Kerala stood together,
setting aside all differences.
The administrative machin-
ery functioned efficiently.
And we got timely help from
a host of people, from Cen-
tral forces to the fisherfolk of
the State. All this helped Ker-
ala reduce the magnitude of
the calamity.

If we move away from the
subject, how do you look at
the recent arrests of activists
in the country? Also, do you
see any possibility of a joint
Opposition platform
emerging ahead of the 2019
Lok Sabha elections with the
CPI(M) being a part of it?
= Didn’t the Supreme Court
SIATEE B il A
-a8qNs BISI) 9d1sN[ Ja1yD
“1no) swaidng ay) ug
sagpnl urel1sd 03 sy juadal

AQ SasBD 2ANISULS JO JUAW
-UBISSE 3AND2IBS JO nssi



. - |
News item/letter/article/editorial published on OJ ‘@CS‘ 20/? «_in the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of india (N.D.)
indian Express

Hindustan (Hindi)\/

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Tribune

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

‘Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

wﬁasqmﬁmarrmmmuﬁaaaasmafmaasmgwm 35E e

15 feeeft | areet dtgt

ToTag UReda & @at § fgen
5 forw fs wsit T Ut Wi
7 316U < 3314 & d 2030
% fav9 ® 26 WXE Slel F
Tffe ®RIET 1| 59 AR H
TR STAAy YRerd & e Al
TR 9 fed & o i s
T 81 G ¢ fOe A %
TN QTR | ‘S Telae e
1 SHAHE e semEie
91 & gEER Sl =g i
FETSIE
@Mw:ﬁqﬁé%m
% 90 Soag uRedd %

U & T aiTed Thenl &) 957 ol St
©2015 AEIRTTEIIR | B, 2R R i e a1 o 9
TP 197 TETEER DY | ¢ I T4 97 P 3000 297 & | 3ferg
EE - IR I I 3l B kA o o gg
o [ 4% e UY gfe ol |
gﬁmﬁ%ﬁwﬁwggﬂﬁaﬁ © YRT  Hofl DI AIMA 33— R 38 ST 22 7 Tendien, HURGH 75
g9y ; 35% DHI M DT IAE | ifere fopay TrT & | Siap e 26 R Gfead
ﬁaﬁmﬁmﬁmml ® T 2030 A6 40 BN | A @ € | RUIE & 3R 2030 70 O
A1 o1t fepgas, Sicrary ud gﬁamfmfazsmam firva & T TR FHoT T SR aear & A
e s DA a8 STy e R il on g S |
a@aﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁﬁgsﬁuﬁ,ﬁw 'a's'usmazrn
HTel STefeTeres 6.5 I T g ;
a@mwrﬁfhﬁﬁw; a@aﬁrﬁ m‘maaw mmﬁaﬁ T v
I siaey fe R favg WS | ?—’{Eﬁ | SFRER & @1 Bl | dnti & forg mﬁ%
T FhT 2.8 oRT SeR éﬁrﬁa‘fﬁ © I S G | WEE G | SRAE
S S S O i I | H’s‘mzﬁ@ gHifead grft ’mzrm?

& 26 &Y Slcte aalal

3/ecpet Ureifore!
3[eiiet elaft
Wi RS
e
870 3o SEhTT
ﬁﬁstg%amﬁ

- 219N, TeEdt Ee,

oY Hofl Wg arel

3P,
msmél

aa#ﬁﬁmamﬁ
3rferaw o o
BRI 39 2030
TP 6.5 B T
SR Giord 814 &1
AR |




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 05 O<9 20 f;)) Ain the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle

Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Azj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) ‘Nai Duniya:(Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Business standard \./

and documented at Bhagirath{(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 05' 09* Qﬁ/ﬁ < m the o

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (HinMP.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Azj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) ‘Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Business standard

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

?-ﬂaaa% (v{rsn) ws‘r&‘m#f
Hﬂfﬂwmﬁ@%maﬁa
@m 18 eﬂt@zﬁ%mw;

éﬁaﬁmwm—waﬁa wmﬁaﬁ%ﬁm
aﬁm@%aﬁmﬁm% ﬁw«‘ﬁ@%u




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 06 @9 20’8 in the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
indian Express

Hindustan (Hindi)\/

Tribune

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

qle fSal ohl qifder & amuanet o TS

ST TR Y %5
AR IR Y T N @y
e g2 sre ast ¥ gy
B3 AR et 3 oy =arar
A9 RS e
 HISTEAR I R A
i fetht 5 e Tt
- ST A 8 AR AT

T -% LRI AT B
FaE H & R aTarh

T, S o ey
| ST, =7 AT 25.1
ferft St fiets e, -
S o A o e wn )
e 9§ fads e
YB3 & A fewedt =1 qrom
AR 33 et Sfemra &
FE T R | AR S
ERCINAE R o e e

. 5

TR ey e :

ﬁwmgémaﬁ,wa}jﬁ

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

e
1S

et & veftel e
TRI-FTTRT Y HeR P
@3 3! H A ) T T
W B3 GET | S e
3R Pl e & 4 qrE

mmwmml

3G &e of AafeT
a ST R
201829 820 251
20075 535 0% %27.0
2016 34,07 250
20155 - 37075 27.0
2014 3300 250
PLUE G T S
20712055 340 25 g
2011 348 25.0
(RecieR & 31 R e ot
A | el Afeaa )

T ¥ HICTER B ST aiRe g8 | Ty fEr-1 ¥ AR &
mmﬁwwﬁmwagﬁw?ww

1.6 foefiies, oelt Iz am o
T A 3 WSt G 19.5 fieinfie, i & ¥ 5.9
TR w1 53,2 firefdter ey, SR A ¥ 15.8

A 06 fief e ity st -
ﬁﬂ?%%ﬁm@fﬁﬁﬁ
TSI 7 ST ST ot F AT
it sk widn wice T



