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BENGALURLU: Many locali-
ties in the City are under-
served when it comes to
potable water. Slums partic-
ularty lack clean drinking
water and dwellers therein
face serious health risks.

To address the issue and to
provide drinking water at an
affordable cost, Waterhealth
India, aUS-based organisation,
in co-ordination with the
BEMP, has set up clean water
kiosks in several parts of Ben-
galuru,

‘While private suppliers usu-
ally sell water at Rs 30 for 25
litres, Waterhealth Indiais pro-
viding the same at Rs 5 for 20
lires, benefiting the underpriv-
ileged sectionsofthe City.

Assessing the impact of
thesecentres, US Ambassador
toIndia, Richard R Verma, vis-
ited a WaterHealth Centre in
Lingarajpuram on Tuesday.

During Verma's interaction
with the community members,
Ruksana, aresident of Lingara-
Jpuram, put it thus: “Earlier,
there was lack ofsafe drinking
water in the locality and many
ofusused m fall sick frequently.
However, with the supply of
clean water, things have
changed and the general

Deccan Herald vom 04.11.20154#B

Clean water klosks quenchlng thirst in slums

US Ambassador tolIndia Richard R Verma (extreme right) at a

potable water collection point in aslum in Lingarajapuram
on Tuesday. Waterhealth India Private Limited chief operat-

ing officer Vishal Shah is seen. o+ proTo

health of the community has
improved.”

The project is being suppaort-
ed by the BEMP and the US
Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID), The Pa-
like is providing the infrastruc-
ture — land, water source and
electricity connection,

How it works

Inside the WaterHealth Cen-
tre, water pumped from
groundwater sources (borewell

inmost cases) undergoesa six-
stage treatment process, Water
atthe Lingarajpuram centreis
purified at 1000 lires per hour.,
The purified water is let out in
taps and people can come and
buyit. They also have an option
of getting it delivered w their
homes,

Verma said, “So far, the US
government has supported the
establishment of nine active
Clean Water Centres, each
serving atleast 350 households

Bilateral trade stressed

S Ambassador Richard Verma said relations between In-
dia and the US had soared owing to the efforts of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and US President Barrack Obama. The
two countries are currently working gether on over 80 ini-
tiatives, There is more government-to-government co-ordi-
nation between the two countries compared with any other

countries, he said.

He said emphasis would belaid on bilateral made berween
the two countries. While at present the transactions stand at
100 billion dollars, the sim isto mke icw 500 billion dollars,
hesaid. “We want to continue m create opportunities in

both India and the US,” he said.

per day. We are poised w sup-
port the Municipal Corpora-
tion and its partner, Warter-
Health India, to scale up these
water centres from ninewands
to 25 by May 2016, with a goal
of eventually serving all of the
wards in Bengaluru.”

Vikas Shah, chief operating
officer of Waterhealth India
Pvt Ltd, said that presently
there were 14 plantsin the City
and theyaimed to take itupto
200. Peenya, JP Nagar,
Prakash Nagar, Sanivasanagar
are some of the places where
the plants have been set up.
WaterHealth plans @ provide
safe water to over 100 million
people in India by 2020,

“In the future, we plan to

http://www .deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#

partner with various other ur-
ban local bodies in Karnataka
and other states in India,” he
said.

There are 500 such water
health centres in 36 districts
spread across AndhraPradesh,
Telangana, Gujarat, Karnata-
ka, and Tamil Nadu serving
over five million people, ac-
cording to an official statement
by Waterhealth India Pyt Led,
DH News Service
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Water level in AP TS gyu
dams at alarming levels’

CE.CV.M. KRISHNA RAO
HYDERABAD, NOV. 1

October 31 was officially
the last day of flood
inflows into the Krishna
and the Godavari, and
Telangana and AP will
have to make do with
whatever water has col-
lected in the Srisailam
and Nagarjunasagar
reservoirs till the next
Monsoon.

It is estimated that the
water will only be enough
to cater to the drinking
water needs of the two
states. Officials have esti-
mated that the inflows
this season have been the
worst. The Srisailam dam
received only 60.99 TMC ft
(thousand million cubit
feet) against recent ‘bad’
years when it has received
924 TMC ft ( 2002-03), 156
TMC ft (2003-04) and 235
TMC ft ( 2012-13). Usually
the dam receives at least

600 TMC ft.
The - Krishna River
Management Board,

which met on October 28,
had repeatedly advised
both Telangana and AP
governments to be very
cautious with the usage of
available water at both the
dams and has directed
officials to restrict the use
only to meet the drinking
water needs till July 2016.

The
decided to release waters
from both dams keeping
in view the reguirements
of both the states till
December 2015.

At a review meeting held
by AP Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu on
October 26, it was pointed
out by engineering offi-
cials that the scope of
releasing waters to the
‘Chennai drinking water
scheme’ through Telugu
Ganga from Pothireddyp-
adu head regulator at Sri-
sailam was remote with
the dam level going down
‘by 846 feet and with
'KRMB allowing release of
‘waters to NS Dam to meet
‘the drinking water requ-
‘irements of both states.

Now the only way left for
the AP government is to
augment  supplies  fo
Chennai from the
Siomasila-Kandaleru dead
storage levels.

KRMB chairman S.K.G.
F'andit had mentioned at
tihe meeting: “Considering
tine grim storage positions
on account of poor mon-
soon, the available water

KRMB has also

WATER SCARE

e |
A

THE DECISION TO LIMIT THE AVAILABLE STOR-
AGE OF ALL RESERVOIRS ONLY FOR DRINKIN
WATER PURPOSES WILL AFFECT IRRIGATION
REQUIREMENTS IN BOTH TELANGANA AND AP

THE 2015 kharif
crop under
‘Nagarjunasagar,
Srisailam, Krishna -
_Delta, KC Canal,

FOR THE 2015 Rabi sea
son, there will be no irr
gation water available
for crops under these

Telugu Ganga and
Tungabhadra
were affected and
there was no

. release of water::
for crops except
for a few hundred
acres.

prmects. i

IF NO suﬁlment inflows are reported beyond

July 2016, there will be a drinking water

crisis too.

has to be judiciously used
for drinking water pur-
pose only, keeping in mind
requirements of the
remaining part of the
Yea_l‘.”

It was decided at the
meeting that Nagarjuna-
sagar should not be oper-
ated below 510 ft level and
Srisailam below 790 ft
level. It was estimated
that the water available
above 790 ft in Srisailam

as on October 28 was 48.69 -

TMC ft and KRMB
ordered the release of 14.7
TMC ft to meet the drink-
ing water requirement of
both the states. This was
to be completed in 10 days.

The level of 510 ft at
Nagarjunasagar should
be maintained because
Hyderabad city depends
on it for its drinking
water needs under the
three phases of the
Krishna scheme.

Similarly, Nalgonda and
Khammam of Telangana,
Guntur, Prakasam and
Krishna districts of AP
depend - on Nagarjuna-
sagar releases for drink-
ing water.

On the Godavari front,
while AP is getting some
significant inflows at the
Dowaleswaram barrage
due to its location at the
end of the river
Telangana is suffering
with very poor inflows
into the Sriram Sagar
project, Nizamsagar, and
Singur-Manjeera dams
that supply drinking
water to-the twin cities.

The Sriram Sagar proj-
ect received just 2.16 TMC
ft during the entire sea-
son, a record low. Singur
received only 0. 69 TMC ft,
thus making the north
Telangana district munic-
ipalities facing a severe
drinking water crisis.
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Title : Maha proposes to trim W Ghat eco zone by 66%
Author :

Location :

Pune

Article Date : 11/05/2015

State: Declare Only 6k sq km As Sensitive

A report submitted by the Maharashtra government to the ministry of environment, forests and
climate change (MoEF) has suggested that only 6,719 sq km of the Western Ghats in the state be
declared as ecologically sensitive area (ESA).

The figure is almost onethird of the 17,340 sq km ESA proposed in the draft notification issued by the
ministry .

There is also a significant drop in the number of villages included in the ESA, from 2,133 in the draft
notification to 1,254 in the state government's report.

Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis met Union minister of state for environment, forests and climate
change Prakash Javadekar on Wednesday. The Western Ghats ESA was one of the issues discussed at
the meeting.

The ministry had issued the fresh draft notification on September 4, with details of the villages
included in the ESA in five of the six affected states. It had invited suggestions and objections
regarding the notification within 60 days. These five states had earlier been told to carry out a
“ground-truthing® exercise based on the reports of the committees headed by renowned ecologist
Madhav Gadgil and former Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) chief K Kasturirangan.

On September 8, the Maharashtra government had submitted its report based on this exercise. MoEF
sources said the ministry would consider the reports from the states as well as public suggestions and
objections regarding the notification before taking a final decision.

“We have recommended that 6,714 sq km in 1,254 villages should be included in the ESA. This has
been done on the basis of an extensive ground-level exercise that was carried out in all villag es,* state
forest minister Sudhir Mungantiwar told TOI.

He said ESA was being cut down to nearly one-third of the proposed area based on a distinction
between the natural and cultural landscape.“We have conducted a detailed digitisation of the map of
every single village where the natural and cultural landscape has been identified. Accordingly , the
report has been prepared, he said.

For environmentalists, the explanation is far from satisfactory , given that the draft notification itself
was based on the Kasturirangan committee recommendations which had first suggested that natural
and cultural landscapes should be considered separately .

For the full report, log on to http:www.timesofindia.com

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexml=Maha- proposes-to-trim-W-Ghat-eco-zone-05112015021011 12
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Hawi Posavanike

Maharashtra forest minister said the suggestion is based on an extensive
ground-level exercise that was carried out in all villages

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexml=Maha- proposes-to-trim-W-Ghat-eco-zone-05112015021011
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