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ith Srmagar &ity roads strug-
'\ ; —\ / glingto copewith growing num-
ber of vehicles, the Jammu and
Kashmir government has started ambi-
tious water transport project on historic
Jehlum river. The experiment has been
started with anaimto revive the centuries-
old water transport system and promote
heritage tourism.

Srinagar, once called the city of canals
or “Venice of the East”, was robbed of its
title due to human greed as waterways
were sealed up to make way for roads. In
1970s, the state government filled up a
14th century canal, “Nallah Mar”, which
wasthe jugularvein of famous Dal Lake. It
passed through downtown Srinagar and
vegetables and goods would come to the
¢ity through thisroute,

Though a proposal to launch an inland
water transport system was mooted in
late 1990s, the trial could be conducted
only in 2012. The pilot project could not .
take off due to the devastating floods in
September 2014.

In July, the government re-started
Jhelum cruise services to promote wa-
ter transport and heritage tourism. The
cruise service was started jointly by the

e @

Department of Tourlsm the TOUI‘ISI’D
Development Corporation and the Divi-
sional Administration on August 25 after
a over month-long trial.

The planners believe it could power
Srinagar’s potential to own a robust river

" transport system like Venice and Amster-

dam. The department of tourism operates
the service twice a day at 10 am and at 4
pm at Rs 25 per head from Peerzo to Veir
Chattabal in Srinagar. The charges were
slashed from Rs 100 per person following
suggestions from various stakeholders.
The plan is to extend the services to Pul-
wama and Anantnaginsouth and Baram-
ullain north. The action plan has adopted
standards followed in Italy and other Eu-
ropean countries.

Director, Tourism, Mehmood Ahmad
Shah believes the service could boost
tourism as there are many heritage sites
on the banks of Jhelum which tourists
want to see. “We have released the drone
video on the seven bridges on Jhelum
which received overwhelming response
from locals: Both locals and tourists want
to have the cruise on Jhelum to see the
historic j.laces,” he said.

The tourism department hagalready
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Tourists and officials travel in a boat in Srinagar. UMER AsIF

roped in Shikara owners in the initiative.
A tourism department official said that
Shikara owners will be trained first and
then provided with motorboats. “We have

involved them aswe wantthem torunthe

services. They will be given 50% subsidy.
Many Shikara owners have applied for
training and participation in the initia-
tive,” he said.

Expertssay thatthe planneedstotof co-

ordination among different government
departmentsbecause keeping the Jhelum
navigable in all areas and throughout the
vear is difficult. For now, the river is navi-
gable onlyin the summer, when the water
levels are high.

The water transport system would be
successful only for limited portions of the
river. To make the river navigable all year
round, itwouldneed a long series of weirs,

ort projectir

or barriers across the river that would
raise water levels during lean season,” an
official of Lakes and Water Ways Develop-
ment Authority said.

Ufair Aijaz Kitab, Managing Director
of Kashmir Motors, which is to run the
river transport, says there is need to set
upJhelum Development Authoritywhich,
besides the river, will be entirely responsi-
ble for the affairs of water transport, if the
project has to succeed.

“There is no dedicated government
authority to administer all components
ofthe Jhelum. The main problemis that it
is no one’s bahy. The flood-prone Jhelum
also lacks safety mechanisms. There is
need to continuously monitor water lev-
els,” he said. The environmentalists have
also issued an advisory saying the service
shouldbe eco-friendly and there should be
no oil spill from boats.

“If the service is for only tourists, then
the impact will be less. But if the govern-
ment intends to develop it as a regular
mode of public transport, then proper
environmental assessment is needed,”
Shakil A Romshoo, the head of Kashmir
Unlversny s department of Earth Sci-

anes-s.said.
e
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Habib-uliah Bhat, an octogenarian,
while recalling his childhood, said peo-
ple of the city used to go on excursians
in boats, “There were many ghats tkat
served as ports for loading and unloading
the boats. Even goods would be trans-
ported in boatsin the river and the canals
that snaked through Srinagar. But with
increasing human greed, all these ghats
metthe same fate asthe nallahs (canals),”
hetold DH.

“Often, visiting dignitaries would take
astately ride down Jhelum, from the vice-
roysin British colonial timesto first Prime
Minister of India the late Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru inthe 1940s,” he recalled.

Bhat says present generation is hardly
aware of Kashmir’s rich history and herit-
age. “They don’t know how it feels to eat
and relisha fresh nadur (lotus stem) front
Dal lake. They don’t know how it feels to
travelin a Shikara. New generationislos!
ing touch with our rich heritage and it is
only a matter of time before our heritage
getslost like many other great things. Ifwe
want to prevent this, it is time we worked
towards reviving our traditions and cul
ture,” hesaid.

Zutfikar Majid in Srinagar

T TBemgaluru
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touches 24

Y2 fishermen missing;
re over govtapathy

o THAPURAR

The number of people
~eported dead in Keralain
four days after the forma-
tion of cyclonic storm Ockhi
on the Arabian Sea reached
24 onSunday, amid concerns
over 92 fishermen still miss-
ing from the state’s shores.

The India Meteorological
Department {IMD)located the
nows weakened eyelonic storm
in the afternoon at about 450
Lmwest-northwest of Ami-
nidivi. 860 km south-south-

o~ of Mlumbat and 1070 km
cath-southwest of Surat.
e the next 72 hours, it is
pecied to re-curve towards
urh Guiarat and north Ma-

v
ining Scarch and Rescue
ratons by the Indian Navy,

+ Foree and Coast Guard
stnned oft the coasts of

.m.mth;\puram and

Hane Ereht unidentified
re brought dead to the

e sauin il

Thiruvananthapuram Govern-
ment Medical College Hospital
on Sunday. Three bodies were
recovered off the Kollam coast.
An evening update from the
State Revenue Department
said 690 people have been
rescued in the joint operation.
A total of 1,597 families are
housed in 37 camps.

On a day Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan made his first
visittoanaffected coastalarca,
Vizhinjam in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, protests continued
against alleged government
apathy. Vijayan’s late even-
ing visit was also marked by
protests by fishermen. Earlier
in the day, the chief minister
chaired a meetingtotake stock
of the situation, in the pres-
ence of Minister of State for
Tourism K J Alphons. “The
search operations will con-
tinue with the same intent. It
has been decided to involve
fishermen in the search and

rescue tcamg V uyan said.
NJGIIUL J|J I§‘|_IBLIS

ALTERED STRUCTURE: Uprooted trees following Cyclone Ockhi in Lakshadweep on Sunday. et 7

Alphons said there wasno pro-
vision for the Centre to declare
the cyclonic storm a national
disaster, as requested by the
state government.

Fishermen in Thiruvanan-
thapuram and Kollam ven-
tured out into the sea for their
own scarch operation. Many
stranded fishermen from Ker-
ala were on Sunday reported
to have reached the shores of
Lakshadweep, Karnataka and
Maharashtra.

Allegations that the state
U guu SeM QeI Plos vy

Over 1,200 fishermen reach M'rashtra
More than 1,200 fishermen who were caught in the choppy
and turbulent Arabijan Sea because of Cyclone Ockhi
reached the Maharashtra coast over theweekend, DHNS
reports from Mumbai.“They are safe in Sindhudurg and
Ratnagiridistricts and careis being taken,” Maharashtra
ChiefMinister Devendra Fadnavis said. While 952
fishermenin 68 boats reached Sindhudurg on Saturday,
321 fishermenin 28 boats landed in Ratnagiri on Sunday.

government responded late
to an alert sounded by central
agencies regarding the deep
depression before it formed

B

the cyclonic stormled to more
political posturing around
the disaster. Union Minister
Alphons endorsed the state's

view that a specific cyclone
alert was issued only on No-
vember 30 but later clarified
that the “seriousness” of the
deepdepression was conveyed
to the state government two
days earlier. Defence Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman. who
arrived here in the evening,
headed for affected areas in
neighbouring Kanyakumari
in Tamil Nadu. The minister
is scheduled to visit the coast-
al regions of Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Monday.

e
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DCKHPS AFTERMATH

A man ‘watches a road that.has been cut off due to figods Tollow g the heavy rainfall caused by the cyclone Ockhi
in Kanyakumari district in Tamil Nadu on Saturday. As many 15 531 fishermen who were stranded off Kerala and
Lakshadweep coasts were rescued. The Tamil Nadu government requested the Centre to deploy the Navy and
Coast Guard for the search-and rescue of mi

issing fishermen. The Kerala government decided to urge the Cent
declare cyclone Ockhi as a national calamity. oo o
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OCl\hl batters Gea caasthne—h}tsbeach tourism

~IMD warns of heavy rainfall
in Maha, Guj due to Ockhi

Likely To Be
)eclared State
Disaster - g ¥

(‘ ..
Times NEws NETWORK ™ 727

anaji: Goa’s beach tourism -

as battered by the rising wa-
r from the sea due to cyclone
ckhi as shacks crumbled un-
1 its impact, while those left
stand were dismantled by its
vners on Monday. With the
¢h tides showing no signs of
hingthe district collectors of
narushed to the state govern-
ent with recommendations
declareit as a state disaster.
The recommendation is
kely to be accepted by the
ate disaster management
athority chaired by chief
:inister Manohar Parrikar
1d consisting of revenue mi-
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The shack owners body said at least 70-80% shacks have been affected

nister Rohan Khaunte at its
meeting on Tuesday.

Goa’s 105-km coastline is
home to at least 350 authori-
sed shacks on the beaches,
while another 600 stands on
private property. The worst
affected have been Pernem
and Bardez talukas that saw
damage to 50 shacks.

“Weareintheprocessofdo-
ing a detailed assessment of

thefinancial losses suffered by
the50shacksat Morjim, Mand-
rem, Arambol and Keri be-
aches and soil erosion at Anju-
na and Baga beaches. Dama-
ges to the retaining wall at Co-
cobeach at Nerulhasalsobeen
reported,” north Goa collector
Nila Mohanan told TOI.

The shack owners body sa-
id at least 70-80% shacks have
been affected.

Yis

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: As the cyclonic
storm Ockhi moved towards
Maharashtra and Gujarat, the

. India Meteorological Depart-

ment (IMD) on Monday
warned of heavy rainfall in
certain districts of the two
states and advised fishermen
not to venture into the sea
along and off south Gujarat
and north Maharashtra coasts
till Wednesday morning.

The weather forecaster
said the cyclonic storm was
nearly 500km south-west of
Mumbai and 770km south-
southwestof Surat. N

“It is very likely to contin-
ue to move north-northeast-
wards, weaken gradually and
cross south Gujarat and ad-

Mumbai schools
closed on Tuesday

he Maharashtra gover-

nmenthasdeclareda
holiday for schools and junior
colleges in Mumbai and
adjoining districts on Tuesday
due to“serious weather
predictions” in view of Ockhi.
The Met office said the city has
started receiving rainfall due
to spread of clouds.

joining north Maharashtra
coasts near Surat as a deep de-
pression by Tuesday night,” it
said. The IMD said damage
was expected over south Guja-
rat Daman, Diu, and Dadra,
Nagar Haveli and certain dis-

_ trictsof Maharashtra.
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An <India - Meteorologlcal
Department(ll\/ﬂ))forecastsald
< ¥The severes scyclonic storm

ckhusnowlald centred about

expected in isolated areas in
* northKonkan, including Mum-
+bai;onTuesday,” IMD’sdirector
#-general KJRameshsaid, -
©  Schoolsand colleges in Mum-
¢ balandad,lonungdlsmctshave

been asked to remain closedon -

» Tuesday dueto “seriousweather
predictions”, Maharashtra’s
schooleducation minister Vinod
Tawde said.

Theimpactofthe cyclone will
be seen in Palghar, Thane, Rai-

garh, and Greater Mumbai dis-

. tricts of Maharashtra and Val-
sad, Surat, Navsari, Bharuch,

lone B

alsobe affected

The scale of the eyclone was: ‘

educed from very severe ‘on
unday to ‘severe’,the weather
epartment said. Tthas warned
hermanalongtheMaharash-
a;'Goa and Karnataka coast-
o venture into the sea

“fromMonday to Wednesday.

“Thehigh windsand persistent

rainshitthe southem districtsof -

= Jeainnecoveredtwo morebodies

‘Monday and officials said at
east90 people werestill missing.
“ Defence ‘minister Nirmala

S1tharamansa1donMondaythat

eprésentatives -of fishermen
alsobeincludedin the ongo-
ing search operation o rescue

; —themssmngerala

A maval ship on Monday
located a fishing boat with nine
crewmembers, reportedly miss-
ingfrom Kochi since the last 15
days, off Lakshadweep, adefence
spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, inamove to help
the damaging consequences of

“cyclone Ockhi, Haryana chief

_minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Monday sent 32 crore to the

. PrimeMinister’srelieffund. .

(With agency inputs)
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BENGALURU DHNS More
rainfalland adropin .
-temperatures havebeen
forecastin the coming days
-inthe city and south interior

:and coastal Karnataka
- Inthe;wake of ¢y c]omc
storm Ockhi, 1l 5; 30 pmon
Friday, the city received 9
mm rain, while HAL airport
received 8.4 mm and Kemp
gowda Intemanonalmrpnrt
received 1.6 mmrainfall. .-~

- On Friday, il 8.36 am,_ e A scootenst strugzles to rlde onawaterlogged road in Wil-

son Garden following rain on Friday. The city received rain
ue to the influence of cyclone Ockhi. bHPHOTO/S K DINESH

1-10.5. mmarid theinternational
airport had received10. lmm

‘India Meteoro i 1 ‘ contlnue

- -ports recorded a maximum of . ment (IMD). has'also forecast, +forthe nexttwotothree days.
.22.2 and 21.3 degrees Cels1us + strongwindsfromthe easterly . Mistwill form during morn-
respectlvely o 1o the southeasterly direction - ing and evening hours due to
The cyclonic storm mten- “at a speed of around 45-55 - -humidity. Thundeérshowers
1f1ed further:and.is movmg kmph offthe Karnataka coast, - are likely to.ocenir over coastal
vest- northwestwards atross Sunder M Metri, IMD-Ben-  andparts ofsouth mtenorKar

Lakshadweep Islands. The galuru dlrector -in- charge nataka,
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Ockhi:Centre offersaid 1to Kerala

///

20fishermen rescued; death tollin Kerala placedat 25, ofwhlch12bodleswereyettbbeldentlﬂed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THAPURAR,

efence minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman
today  visited
cyclone-hit Kerala
und assured the state of all help
while asserting that rescue
nperations would continue till
every missing fishermen was
hrought back safely.
A totai of 20 fishermen
rom the state were rescued
o Navy today while the toll
wrrain-related incidentsinthe
aitermath of ‘Ochki’ cyclone
was officially put at 25.
Sitharaman gave the assuzr-
unce at a meeting with chief
minister PinarayiVijayan here
aftervisiting some areas hit by
the natural calamity in the dis-
trict, a CMO release said.
Hermeeting came even as
Naval ships, helicopters, Coast
(iuard vessels and Air Force
pianes continued to be
engaged inthe rescue and relief

Covering L, YIS

operations to track down the
100 odd fishermen, reportedly
missing after the cyclone tore
into the state’s south coaston
30 November.

The toll in the rain-relat-
ed incidents was put at 25 by
thestate government. Ofthis,
twelve bodies were yet to be
identified. Eleven of the
deceased were from Thiru-
vanathapuram district while
the otherbelonged to Kollam,
officials said.

ANavyshiplocatedafish-
ingboat with nine crew mem-
bers, missing from Kochi for
thelast 15 days, off Lakshad-
weep coast while 11 fisher-
men, who putout to sea from
here, were brought back to the
shore at Kochi, they said.

During the meeting with
Sitharaman, Vijayan request-
ed for generous help by the
Centre for relief works con-
sidering the gravity of the sit-
uation if there was any tech-
nical hurdle to declare ‘Ockhi’
cycloneasanational disaster.

e

He also sought financial
assistance for implementing
long-term rehabilitation
schemes for the affected fish-
ermen.

The defence minister want-
ed the state to prepare a
detailed memorandum and
send it to the Centre, the CMO
release said.

Earlier, talking to reporters,
Sitharaman said “Searchand
rescue operations will con-
tinue..There will not be any

dilution of operations. We
want to make sure that each
and every fishermenwho had
gone from Kerala comes back
safely,” she said.

Shevisited Vizhinjam and
Poonthura fishing hamlets,
from where most of the fish-
ermen have been reported
missing.

“They (fishing communi-
ty) are in deep distress...I can
seeit,” she said.

Sitharaman said fisher-
men who had gone much
before the cyclone warning,
probably 15 days ago, had
been spotted in the sea and
given food and water.

“Solwillnotlose hopeeven
for a minute. If boats that
had gone 15daysagohad come
back with fishermen alive,
we willmake everyattempt to
bring everybody back,” she
said.

The fishermen'sdemand for
including some of their men
in the rescue team had been
accepted and already 11 of

them have joined the Navy
boats and helicoptersengaged
inthe operations, she added.

“Thisisthe time to keep my
focus on rescue operations,”
shesaid replying to a question.

The minister addressed
thefishermen both atVizhin-
jam and Poonthura.

It was an emotionally
charged atmosphere at the two
fishing villages as women
wailing and weeping for the
safereturn of their husbands
and brothers came together
to hear the minister, while the
men folk raised slogans.

“I speak with folded
hands...Please listen to me
peacefully... The warning was
given on 29 November...We
started search operations from
30November...The Navy, Coast
Guard and Air Force began their
work. Many people were
saved,” she said.

“Many people have come
back to their families...We
have not stopped the search
operations,” she said, adding

$

e

war ships were also being
engaged in the mission.

So much efforts, not even
witnessed when the tsunami
hadhit the Indian coast, were
being taken now, the minis-
ter, who arrived here from
Kanyakumari this morning,
said.

State Fisheries minister,
Mercykutty and Devaswom
minister, Kadakampally Suren-
dran accompanied Sithara-
man. The local fishermen
alleged that there was lack of
coordination inrescue oper-
ations and staged protests in
some places. Pastor ofalocal
church atVizhinjam said the
search operations should con-
tinue intensively and the com-
pensationshould be disbursed
by state and central govern-
mentsin atime-bound man-
ner. In a tweet yesterday,
Sitharaman had said neariy 390
fishermen from the state had
been rescued by the Navy,
theAir Force, Coast Guard and
merchant vessels.
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Air quality worsens, rain may bring relief over next 2 days

\OI recorded at 390; concentration of pollutants nearly five times the safe limit
P

E
sTAFF REPORTER  \} _
NEW DELHI AN
Air quality in Delhi wor-
sened on Monday and in-
ched closer to the ‘severe’
category with a sharp rise in
the level of particulates
through the day, according
to data by the Central Pollu-
iinn Control Board.

MNearing ‘severe’ level
The average Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) for Dethi on Mon-
day was 390, on a scale of
500. This is classified as ‘ve-
ry poor’, which comes with
the warning that people may
develop respiratory illness
on prolonged exposure. The
‘severe’ category starts from
an AQI of 401 and above. On
Sunday, the AQI was 351
The dip in air quality on
Monday was reflected in the
concentration of pollutants
in the air. Levels of PM2.5
and PMIO reached 276 and
455 micrograms per cubic
metre (ug/m3), respectively,
in the afternoon. Thejsafe li-
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Poor visibility: A passenger train waiting to depart is shrouded in dense smog at Sarai Rohilla

railway station »SusHIL KUMAR VERMA

mit for PM2.5 and PM10 is 60
and 100 ug/m3 respectively.
The rise in pollution levels
have been attributed to low
minimum temperatures and
high moisture levels that
create ideal conditions for
the creation of smog as par-
ticulate matter get trapped
close to the surface. Slow
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winds have also aided the
rise in the AQI score.

The dense smog reduced
visibility and blocked out the
sun throughout the day lead-
irig to a fall in the maximum
temperature, which was re-
corded at 23 degrees Celsius.
The minimum was recorded
at 8.3 degrees Celsius.

The MeT department has
forecast partly clear skies on
Tuesday with mist in the
morning. It has also forecast
rain in the next 48 hours that
may help improve air quali-
ty. The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are likely
to be between 23 and 11 de-
grees Celsius respectively.

File action plan within
48 hours: NGT to govt

SHINJINI GHOSH

NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Monday
rapped the Delhi govern-
ment for not submitting an
action plan to tackle heavy
pollution levels in the city.

‘Face heavy fines’

The he green panel told the
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment that heavy fines would
be imposed if the report is
not filed within 48 hours.

A Bench headed by NGT
chairperson Swatanter Ku-
mar said: “Tell us one step
that you have taken on pre-
vious orders passed by the
Tribunal. Are the people of
Delhi always supposed to
suffer? We had told you to
shut all offices in case of
emergent situations, what
have you done? Children are
also suffering.”

The counse! for the Delhi
government sought time
from the Tribunal as the
Chief Secretary and the en-
vironment secretary had
been recently shuffled.

To this, the Bench said:
“What can we do if you keep
changing everybody? It is
not our problem if people
dom’t want to stick to you.”

Referring to the India-5ri
Lanka match, which was
briefly stalled on Sunday
due to poor air quality, the
Bench said: “Look at people
abandoning matches. You
simply keep holding meet-
ing after meeting, and not
do anything else.”

The NGT had on Novem-
ber 28 asked Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan to submit com-
prehensive action plans to
tackle high levels of pollu-
tion.
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