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AS SUMMER ADVANCES, WATER LEVEL IN DAMS ACROSS KERALA DEPLETES

Bleak picture

* PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

\ Thiruvananthapuram,
! 5 February

| With the drought situation

| advancing, water level in

jall major dams of Kerala

| has depleted to an alarm-

1 ing level causing concern

. among authorities.

| Thelevel of water in 20

' major reservoirs of the

| state was about 34.43 per

. cent less in January, when

1 compared to the water

! level of these dams in Jan-
uary last year, which has

| been attributed to the low

| rainfall, both during the

" south-west and south-east

| MONSo0N Seasons.

i “Yes, the situation is

worse... water level in
dams is very bleak. In
some places, the condition
is worse and in others, the
sitnation is better due to
rains,” State Water
Resources Minister Math-
ew T Thomas told
reporters. The condition
‘was worse in Palakkad,
Thrissur, Malappuram and
in Thiruvananthapuran.
As of now the most affect-
ed district was Palakkad,
Thomas said. The state has
geared up to meet any exi-
gency as the consequence
of drought aggravates in
coming months, he said,
adding, several borewells
have been made functional.
“We will be able to supply

An ariel view of Kallada Reservoir. «afile photo

ground water: Also water
kiosk’s would be provided
in all wards of civic bod-
ies,” he said. “The plan is
to supply drinking water
by bringing it from areas
where it is available,” he
added. With regard to
Palakkad, he said pumping
in water treatment plants
have been suspended for

‘the past few days. Due to

state's continuous pres-
sure, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has agreed to
release water to Chitoor
from Parambikulam-Ali-
yar project in a day or two,
he said adding, “once we
get water, we can resume
pumping.” With regard to
shortage of rainfall, the
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minister said it was 40 per

cent less than last year dur-

ing South-West monsoon.

“Even rains received
during the North-East
monsoon between Septem-
ber-October was less than
the quantity received in
deserts,” he noted.

Citing the grim situa-
tion of water level in dams,
he said the water deficien-
cy was 55 per cent in the
Kallada Reservoir ~ the
largest capacity dam in the
state ~ when compared to
water level in this time
during the last year, he
said, adding similar was
the condition in Malam-
puzha dam, the second
largest in capacity.

“This is the situation
when the state usually
receives rainfall. The
drought is going to be
severe during the coming
four summer months.
Even if the state receives
the usual quantity of sum-
mer rains, it will not fill
the gap caused due to dip
in monsoon rains,” he said.
On alternative measures to
fight drought, Thomas said
massive programmes to
rejuvenate ponds and wells
have been taken up. An
amount of Rs 12.43 crore
has been sanctioned for
implementing various
schemes worked out by
Kerala Water Authority to
face the drought, he added.
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' e Met iepartment said
mlmmum Tt;sﬁndaymatngﬁm-
her rain 1spred1ct ed in the

city in the mmediate futli-
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canda hght drizzle across parts

. of the city on Sunday Delhi re-

! ‘mained rather warm. The mini-

Y .mum temperature’ rose six deg- \
rees above normal to touch 165
degrees Celsius. Whlle no furt-
: her rain is predmted in the'im-
" mediate futuie, minimum tem-
. peratures across parts of north-
- west India are expected tofall by
35 degreesfrom Tuesday
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citiesthat haveacomh 0
ulatiori of 116 millionpeop

_ Thefindingsarefrom an anal.
ysisof temperatureand humid
283

il "‘brolbgic,a:l Departmeént (IMD)
| . -andIndianInstitute of Tropical
|- MetébroIogyfqundaninc;eas

In heat index fhat measures

ry decad B
summer, and 0.32 degree Celsius

adecade in monsoon, -

Human activities such as .
urbanisation and release ofheat- -
h‘apping-greenhousegases from.
industries, vehicles, biomass -
burning, are creating islands -

withambient temperatures that

areoften higher than surround.

ing areas. “During monsoon,

temperaturesare risingduetoa.

break in rain, short but heavy

- spells of rainfall and moredry |
: days.Astheatmbspherewaxms L

its ability to hold moisture

* - inereases, and this translates
into increased sfress on the
- human body,” said AK Jaswal,

¢ - lead investigator, IMD, -

%
H
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“Pollutants in the air during

-summer absorb water vapqui',;
“thereby contributingtotherise

inhumidity along with high tem-
" perature.” Among the cities
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ERHEAT INDEX

. » Average heat index was lowest 4t 402°C in 1957 and
“highest at:473°Cin 2010, which s alsoamong the .

Warmest summer seasons in Thdia with highest
.. verage maximum temperature of 369°C
oy Moderate to strong increasing trends in heat index ©
are concentrated in the Indo-Gangetic plains, central

... India and along the western-and southeast coast of -
o and 3°Cperdecade i

In India, 283 stations megstire Hj

" /the country. These vary between 10°C per decade
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weather feels a5 mpared to the actual B
238shotupin summers, 233 in monsoon

ot, extremely -
- hot regions,
Highest average
2 index values

; 52.5°

c o N7 South Tamil Nadu
Average heat index was lowest at 405°Cin 1956,
-and highest at 461°Cin 1987 also a severe drought
year.with 19.4% below normal rainfall, The highest
average maximum temperature was recorded at
CoBeCng

* Central India has long-term values of 40-45°C.

: - wHilly areas and stations along Western Ghats (eg.
= Belgaum, Satara, Kolhapur and Shimoga) have
: values lower ’thanr35°C

Yoo

* studied, 2recordeda significant

with14cities seeinganincrease

- - between0.51degree Celsiusand
'0.95degree Celsiusa decade.

i ;ForMumbai,theaverageheat

increase in summer heat index

indexin 60 yearsis 41.2degrees
Celsius, putting it in the “very
hot” category between 41 and54

. degrees Celsiusthat triggersail-

ments such as cramps, exhaus.

~:tion and heat stroke from pro-_

longed exposure or physical
activity. The average for Kolk-
ata, Chennai and Vishakapat-
namis47.7,49 5and50 4degrees

. Celsius.mmciti&s,monsoonhas
become hotter, with the heat

index increasing between 0.53
degree Celsius and 0.77 degree
Celsiusevery10years. The aver-
agerecorded in Delhi, Kolkata,
Chennaiand Amritsar was 478,

474,499, and 49.8 degrees Cel-

sius. The study, researchers
said, canbe used by policy mak-

erstoplan disaster relief. /
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