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No common around in this river water dispute

KARNATAKA'S RESOLVE Cultivators stake claim over river water, stating that if mons

TAMIL NADU‘S HOPE After incurring losses for six years, state’s farmers hope rain gods
will be kind and Karnataka fair in sharing water so that they are able to harvest profit this year

KV Laksh
= Kiakshmana@htive.com

THANJAVUR: Lush green, swaying samba
paddy fields dot the horizon from Tiru-
chirapalli towards the tail end of Cau-
very basin in Tamil Nadu, towards the
Bay of Bengal coast in Nagapattinam.

Surely, all must be well with the
farming community in TN's rice bowl?
Then, did the dramatic farmer protests
with tonsured heads and human skulls
in Delhi, led by P Ayyakannu, exagger-
ate farm distress?

A local farmer cautioned the
untrained eye, “The greenery can be
fleeting.”

At the moment, farmers are hoping
theraingod is kind and Karnataka fair.
For thefirsttimein six years, asection
of farmers in the Cauvery delta com-
prising Thanjavur, Nagapattinam, Tir-
uvarur and parts of Tiruchirapalli are
beginning to smell success after a
favourable northeast monsoon.

Now, they are desperate for water
from Mettur dam, but the Tamil Nadu
government is unable to oblige due to
acute shortage. Chief minister Eda-
paddi Palaniswami has sought time
from his Karnataka counterpart, Sid-
daramaiah, tourge him to release Cau-
very water to save the standing crop.

Deekshita Balasubramaniam, a pros-

AFEW FARMERS SAY THERE
[5 APOSSIBILITY THAT
KARNATAKA MAY NOT ACCEPT
THE APEX COURT'S VERDICT
IFiT'S INTN'S FAVOUR

DUE TO THE UPCOMING

perous landlord who owns farmland
spanning 400 acres at Kallanaiin Tiru-
chirapalli, hassuffered extensivelosses
in the years gone by and is hoping to
harvesta profit this time.

“I could withstand (the losses)
because I own two colleges and other
businesses. But for many, successive
cropfailureson account of water short-
age due to drought and Karnataka's
refusal to part with Cauvery water have
meant collapse,” said Balasubrama-
niam, the Tiruchirapalli district presi-
dent of Cauvery Delta Farmers'
Association.

Delta farmers need a few more wet-
tings of their standing crop before they
harvest. Ifthey don’t get water, it willbe
another year of loss.

NC Kannan, 42, whohasathree-acre
farm in Thirumalam village located
barely?lunfmmBayofBenga].hasﬁn-
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= Tamil Nadu farmer NC Kannan says he has been Incurring losses ul over 71 lakh for the past six
years due to Karnataka not releasing Cauvery water.
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gerscrossed. “Every year in the past six
vears, I lost 31.5 lakh. All because of
Karnataka,” he said. Farmers across
the region take the same line.

P Sivagnanabharathi, 56, who has a
two-acre farm at Irandamsetti village
on the outskirts of Mannsvgudi, said,

“Karnataka will not accept the
Supreme Court verdict, like it ignored
recentorders to release water to Tamil
Nadu,” Sivagnanabharathi whoisalso
a state government employee, added.
“Even if the SC verdict favours Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka will neverimplement
it. With elections in Karnataka, we will
become victims again.”

T Madan, 26, working on his farm-
land at Pirinjimulai village near Thalai-
nayar town, said, “Of course, Karna-
taka willdare the SC again and refuse to
accept any order that asks it to give
water.” Madan, whois pursuinga PhD,
added, “Has anyone been able toforce
Karnataka to give water as per 8C
order? Unfortunately, politicians in TN
arenot united as they are in Karnataka
when crucial issues come up. We have
been left to the mercy of God and Karna-
taka.”

Jeeva Kumar, a farmer welfare activ-
ist and CPI(M) member, said, “In the
last six years, Tamil Nadu government
has not convened a single all-party
meeting on theissue, nor sentone dele-
gation tothe President, the Prime Min-
ister and authorities concerned.

$ Ranganathan, general secretary of
Tamil Nadu Cauvery Delta Farmers’
Welfare Association, said, “Karnataka
has spent more money in desilting its
lakes, ponds, canals and rivers, built
more dams, whereas in Tamil Nadu, it
seems the government and politicians
are only interested in sand mining.”

than, whose petition led to the
legal battle between the two states on
Cauvery water sharing, added, “Rivers
have becomea source of money for poli-
ticians - so they want rivers without
water.”

Incidentally, Ranganathanis a part
of Cauvery Family, a group of farmers
from both states who have met for years
to find anamicable solution to the water
dispute without recourse to courts.

Hebelievesitis possible. “Leaveitto
farmers of both states. They will settle
it,” said Ranganathan, So why haven't
they been able to resolve the differen-

ces? “Politicians have spoiled it,” he -

added.

-

is bad like in past years, it will be difficult to give water to TN no matter what anyone says

MANDYA: Salckare Nadu or City of Sugar,
Mandya, mourned the death of farmer
leader Konasala Narasaraju, 58,onJan'-
ary 30.

Narasaraju, who had beenat the fore-
front of KarnatakaRajya Rythu Sangha’s
agitation for Cauverywater, haddied five
days ago. A firehrand farmer leader, he
had always insisted the state's farmers
had the first right on Cauvery water.

Mandya is no stranger to farmer sui-
cides and one-and-a-half yearsago, Nar-
asarajuhad warned of more such deaths
ifwater wassent to Tamil Naduinstead of
Karnataka's needy farmers in the Cau-
very basin comprising Mandya, Mysore,
Chamarajanagar.

People mourning him promised tobe
asdetermined. <

“Water for me first and then for any-
oneelse,” said hisson, ChetanKumar, a
farmerandschoolteacher. “Therecould
be fresh trouble as the Supreme Court
verdict may go Tamil Nadu’s way
because their lawyers are better. This
year monsoon has been good, but ifitis
badlikeinthe pastfew years, it will be dif-
ficulttogive water to Tamil Nadunomat-
ter what anyone says.”

Passions ran high among the moum-

LOCALS WARN OF FRESH
TROUBLES, LIKE THE VIOLENT
PROTESTS THAT BROKE OUT
ACROSS THE STATE TWO
YEARS AGO, IF TOP COURT
TELLS KARNATAKATO

ers, who congregated at Pravasi Mandir
inMandyatown, as they formedahuman
chain forpeace and communal harmony.

A mention of Cauvery water-sharing
dispute and the impending Supreme
Courtverdict sparked offan intensedis-
cussion. Most participants insisted Tamil
Nadu was at fault.

Twa years ago, when the Supreme
CourtorderedKamataka torelease Cau-
very water to Tamil Nadu, violent pro-
testserupted in Bengaluruand Mandya,
where pro-Kannada activists torched
business establishments owned by
Tamiliansand attacked vehicles bearing
Tamil Nadu registration. The IT sector
too witnessed disruptions, hm't}ng the
brand Bengaluruimage.

Ahead of the SC verdict, peopleinMan-
dya are hopeful it will protect Karna-
taka'sinterests.

Kamataka s farmers want lhe SC to protect their unerests as they believe that the CaMre and

Cauvery Water DtﬁputasTrﬂ:-una.I are againsi them
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Ramakrishnayya, state sec
Karnataka Rashtra Rythu San
“Giving Tamil Nadu the
demands is just not possible.”

According to him, it “is not ju
even the Centreand the Cauve
Disputes Tribunal
low farmers nodded in ag;
rain is good, we can give wate)
Nadu. Ifthe rainis poor, how ¢
itto them? We will nof allow w
given to Tamil Nadu antilallof
get all the water they need,” w
krishnayya.

Local leaders are equally
Puttannaiah, MLA of Meluko!
dya and a farmer himself, a|
reducing the quantum of water
to Tamil Nadu from the presen
sand millioncubic feet (tme ft)
ft. “Letus wait for the judgmer
take a call only after seeing tl
hesaid.

Educationist TV Mohanda
hehoped the Supreme Court w
rect the injustice meted out
taka" way backin 1924, when T
(then Madras Presidency) go
ment it wanted through the ge
of the British.

Mandyafarmers believe thy
willconsider thereality that ¥
isthe biggest dryland state int]
after Rajasthan and dojustice

Notall voicesarerigid, tho
halli Chandrashekhar, a farn
from southern Karnataka, |
solution willhavetobereache
a dialogue between farmel
states. Thisisinlinewith wha
nathan, general secretary of T
Cauvery Delta Farmers’ Welf:
ation, alsobelieves. However
ganathan, Chandrashekhart
politicians “for the current m

Former IAS officer of K
cadre, Renuka Viswanatha:
aspiring MLA from the Aa
Party (AAP), said, “Politicia
feed on conflicts, whip up em
try and find a convenient ene

got”

Shesaidtheissue should by
farming communitiesof the tv
resolveit themselves.

“But one thing for sureis|
need to use water efficientl;
their cropswell,” said theform
crat, who worked with the
Commission, now scrapped ar
by Niti Aayog.
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Water pumpstake mmmgto newdepths

llegal'operation in Farid kot dlstnct Creating huge cavities inside earth

Barwant Garc
TRISUNE NEWS SERVICE
FARIDKOT, FEBRUARY 5
Nlegal sand mining is touch-
ing new depths in Punjab,
both figuratively and literally.
After mining sand up to the
permifted depth of around 10
feet, contractors in this area
have now started using sub-
mersible pumps to extract
sand from deep inside earth,
Ieaving the surface open to
ecological disaster, apart
from causing huge loss of
precious ground water.
Condition No. 46(a) of the
agreement between the
Department of Industries
and Commerce, which auc-
tions mines, and the bidders,
lays down that mining can be
done only to a depth of 3
metres in the plains, which is
measured from the un-
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Covering L, YIS

A boatlike platform used to support the rig that pumps outsand along
with water at a mine in Faridkot district. A small lake is created as
water spreads out, leaving behind the sand. The picture was taken by a
local source who did not want to be ndentrﬁad for reasons of safety.

mined ground level.
Submersible pumps
designed to suck up water
are being used to extract
sand mixed with the water
from the sand-rich layers of
the earth. One such site
being exploited in violation of

the Punjab Minor Minerals
Rules, 2013, spotted by The
Tribune is in an area of about
2.5 hectare in Dod village of
Faridkot district,

The extraction technique
causes a huge loss of ground
water, which spreads out

while leaving the heavy sand
in huge mounds. With unre-
stricted pumping up of sand,
massive hollows are created
in the deep layers of earth,
which can cave in any time,
and expose the top layers to
erosion. Apart from environ-
mental disaster, it also poses
a threat to life and property.
Contractors drill a new hole
once sand supply from one
bare is exhausted or the cavi-
ty becomes too large, thereby
softening the ground. The
particular land seen by The
Tribune is owned by Daljit
Singh, a former sarpanch of
Dhilwan Khurd, a village
adjoining Dod. His land has
been auctioned for mining,
for which he is to officially
receive a compensation of Rs
1.64 lakh every three months.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

-

Water pumps..ff

While he claimed 2.5 hectare
of his land was allotted to
Hira Singh, a contractor from
Kotkapura, as per record the
land auctioned in the area is
only 1.21 hectare for Rs 24.59
lakh. The contractor has even
extended hisillegal operation
1o adjoining land that falls in
the neighbouring Sadhuwala
village. The conditions for
mining also mandate excava-
tion time from 6 am to 7 pm
in summer (April 1-Septem-
ber 30) and 7 am t0 5 pm in
winter (October 1-March 31).
However, the operation on
thissite is carried on 24 hours
a day, using mechanical
dredgers and suction pumps.
While contractor Heera
Singh did not respond to
repeated phone calls, Man-
deep. Singh and Deepak
Kumar, who identified them-
selves as caretakers for the
contractor's work, denied
there was any violation of
rules, Baljinder Singh, min-
ing inspector for the area, also
refuted allegations of illegal
mining, , saying,” “1 have
received no such complaint
thus far, but will check now;”
On how a small lake had
been created in the mining
area, in which the sub-
mersible pump is mounted

- on a boat-like contraption,

Baljinder Singh claimed the

water table there was high,
which caused seepage once
mining was done.

Condition No. 50 of the
agreement also stipulates that
excavation cannot be done at
a level below the water table.
The contract can be cancelled
for violation of this rule. Gur-
Jant Singh, General Manager-
cum-Mining Officer, Faridkot,
alsodidnot respond to repeat-
ed phone calls, Heis incharge
-of four districts: Faridkot,
Fazilka, Moga and Ferozepur,

Hira Singh has been

allowed to annually extract
10,279 tonnes of sand from
Dod village, To ensure the
‘Limitis observed, the contract
requires a weighing machine
tobe installed at the pit-head,
and details of each measured
vehicle have 1o be sent elec-
tronically to the mining offi-
cer. However, no such scale
could be spotted i in the area.
Th get a high price for the
sand,theconh'acturaﬂegedlyls
alsousing political influence to
get the traffic police to prevent

‘trucks of sand from adjoining

districts to sell in Faridkot. As
the quality of surface sand in
Faridkot is poor, people are
forced t0 buy the sand extract-
ed fromdeep. Dr Nanak Singh,
SSE, Faridkot, said he would
look into any illegal action of
the traffic palice.




.‘3."-

News stem!ieﬁerlaﬁic!ajedltonal published on

=

Hindustan Times: Nav Bharat Times (Hmdﬁ)

Statesman Fe Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Times of India #.D.) The Hindu indian Nation

Indian Express ’ Rajasthan Patrika '(Hmm) « Nai Duniys (Rindi),
Tribune Deccan Chronicle - - The Tipes of indxa (A)
Hindusta (Hmch) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(Enalish)& Publicity Section.GWC, |

e
e

fex

3

3
Covering L., YIS a 7



News ltem!leﬁerlarf’.\cle!ed1t0r1al published on 66 032 %/Q ifthe

Hindustan Times ‘ Nav Bharzat Times (Hmdt)
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi

The Times of India (N By The Hindu

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika {hmm} :
Tribune Deccan Chronicle >
Hindustan (Hmch) Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhaq?rafh{Englfsh)& Publicity Sectio&CWfﬁ_,

A oaf{Rindl
indian Nation
Nai Duniys (Hindi)s
The Times of lnd)a (A)
Blitz

-4
3

3
Covering L, YIS




Byt

News‘itemﬂ_etterfa@ic!ezeditor'la\,published on 08 ’ﬂ(ﬂ 'Jafg/ ___ifthe gos e

Hmdustan Times = Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Statesman = Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Times of India (N The Hindu lnd an Nation
Indian Express . Rajasthan Patrika (Hmr_h) S Nalbumy‘, {Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle . The Times of lnd@ (A}
Hindustan (Hmdt) Deccan Herald , Blitz

and dacumented at Bhaqﬁrath{Enqhsh}& Pubf;mtv Sectmn .CWG or

by

<
Covering L, YIS e




News 1temlketteriarjﬂciejeduon:d published on gﬂ@ﬂﬂ Q@/g e 5

=

Hindustan Times ; Nzav Bharat Times (H:ndi)

Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) (i

The Times of India {N D ) The Hindu Indian Kation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika {Hm i) . NaiDuniys {Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle . The Times of lndLg (&)
Hindustan (Hmdi) Deccan Herald Bl

and documented at Bhadirath(English)& Publicity Section, GWE,

1, .

2 = :
Covering L., YIS : =

o



News lternﬂetterfamc!efed;tonci published on

Hmdustan Times, Nav Bharzt Times (Hmd')

Statesfman Punjzb Keshari (Hindi)
The Times of India (N D.) The Hindu
indian Express . Rajasthan Patrika (Hmd'}

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herzald

Tribune
Hindustan {Hmdl)

3
Covering L., YIS

-

i
Indian Nati
Nai Duniys (Hindi)
The Times of h’]dlﬁs (&)
Blitz .

Ry




