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Waterwars are
| thenewnormal

~ Withdepletingresources, mdustryshould

g ' find waystoreduce consumption \)f\
i “ he thirsty summer
' \ months are not yet here ,,o urﬁ&!’\e
but already tempers are

‘rising in some parts of the country over access to
water. Last week, protests erupted in drought-hit
- Tarnil Nadw’s Tirunelveli district after the Madras
ngh Court lifted a ban, allowing two major cola companies to
draw water from the Thamirabarani river. The ruling came.on
a PIL filed by activists who submitted that the river supported
| ~drinking water projectsand irrigation. The PIL contended that
| drawingof waterfor thebbottling plants will make farming diffi-
| cult. Thepublic worksdepartment, however, claimed thatthere
1 was sufficient water in the river and onty surplus water was
given to companies.

For now, this case may have gone infavour of the cola compa-
nies, but conflagrations over water between communitiesand
industry are becoming a new normal in India. Whilenogovern-
ment can afford to allowits people go thirsty, it cannot also allow
industry to be hit. For aquick review of the nightmare staring at
us and how drought can hitindustry, let’s goback to whathap-
pened last year: 13 states were declared drought-hit and an
industry estimate said that several categories —thermal power
plants, iron and steel, agrc»basedfood products and beverages,
textiles, and pulp and paper —were operating below their opti-
mal production capacities.

While governments will have tofind better ways of eqmtable
distribution, industry can do a lot to increase their water use
efficiencies by using less freshwater per unit of product pro-
duced, measured against a certain baseline. The CII-Triveni

& overing L vis Water Institute and the Confederation of Indian Industry’s Cen-
tre of Excellence on Water have made several recommendations
for industries: Making water audits of all water users compul-
sory; making municipal and industry connect so that treated
+ municipal sewage could be used by industry for its various
needs; incentivise wastewater recycling; rainwater harvesting
and policy reforms and progressive measures for innovations,
conservation and efficient utilisation of resources. Additionaily,
S it has also advised its members to undertake watershed-based
i ~ district and sub-district level water resources planning using
state-of-the-art hydrological tools and techniques such as the
. . WATSCAN (Water Resources Evaluation and Management
Tool) which identifies areas of high and low water generation,
accumulation and loses and a basket of strategies for an
improved water scenario. The crisisisreal for peopleand indus-
try in India; court orders can at best be short-term solutions.
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Centre dithers on Western Ghats issue .

States have forced the MOEF to consistently delay imposing Ecological Sensitive Area restrictions

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH1

The Environment Ministry

has dithered, for the second * .

time in three years, from
bringing into force a law that
will make about 56,825 sqkm
of the ecologically-rich West-
ern Ghats out of bounds for
industrial development.

On February 27, the gov-
ernment resuscitated a draft
notification that was first
published in March 2014 that
specified how much land in.
various coastal Stdtes en-
compassing the Western
Ghats would be earmarked
as practically-inviolate. Be-
cause it wasn’t made into a
final law — thanks to objec-
tions from States — this
lapsed in a year and a half
and on September 2015, a
fresh draft notification with
the same numbers was rein-
troduced. This too would ex-
pire on March 4.

The reiterated February
notification — open to public
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A file photo of the Western Ghats in Uttara Kannada district of
Karnataka. «. MURALIKUMAR

comment for 60 days — al-
lows the Centre to create an
Ecological - Sensitive Area
(ESA) in the Western Ghats
(WG), a 1,500 km, ecologic-
ally-rich strip along the west
coast spanning Gujarat, Ma-
harashtra, Karnataka, Goa,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Re-
gions declared as the ESA
will not be allowed to host
mining and quarrying pro-

jects and building thermal
power plants.

Gadgil committee

Ever since a committee
headed by ecologist Madhav
Gadgil recommended in 2011
that all of the Western Ghats
be declared as the ESA —
with only limited develop-
ment allowed in graded
zones— States have forced

_the Centre to consistently

delay imposing the ESA re-
strictions. A committee
headed by K. Kasturirangan,
former ISRO chairman, re-
commended that only about
60,000 sq km — or about
37% of the WG and a signific-
ant reduction from that of
the Gadgil committee — be
declared as ESA.

Kerala managed to get this
down to about 56,825 sqgkm
after widespread protests
and an all-party resolution in
the State forced the Union
Ministry of Environment and
Forests (MoEF) to exclude
3,117 sqkm of settlements
and agricultural land in the
State from the ESA. Last
week, the Chief Secretary of
the State wrote to the MOEF
that a further 887 sqkm of
non-forest land be reduced.

Fresh representation

Multiple officials in the
MOoEF told The Hindu that
the 2017 notification, though

technically open to public
comment only for 60 days,
would not automatically be-
come law after that period.
On the contrary, it paved the :
way for fresh representation '
from States on how much
area could be demarcated as’
the ESA. “There has been no
response from Tamil Nadu
so far and next month we are
even planning to discuss if
there should be State-spe-
cific limits at all;” said an offi-
cial privy to proceedings.
“We have to be sensitive to
the needs of development as
well as conserving the
pristine nature of the W i
the official said.

Union Environment Min-
ister Anil Dave is expected to
have fresh meetings with
States on the issue next
month. :

Another source familiar
with the matter said a draft
notification allowed the gov-
ernment 545 days to decide
on taking a final call.
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hldﬁsWatér -
talks with Pak

‘onMarch 20%Y

Lanogre: India and Pakigtan
will hold parleys on various

; of Indus Waters

? 'E]iZSrg:fytsm Lahore on March 20-
21. The meeting of the Perma-

_ nent Indus Commission will
- take place naarly six months

after New Delhi suspended
talks in view.of the Uri terror
attack by Pakistan-based qut—
fits. The meeting is being
held as the treaty makes it
mandatory to hold talks at

least once in a fiscal. India’s

Indus water comrpissioner
and MEA officials will be part
of Indian delegation. — PTI
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Stand ground on IWF LA

Indus Waters Commlssmner must |n515t on stlckmg to treaty provisions

Vivek Katju

NDIA and Pakistan’s Indus Waters
Commissioners are expected to
. meet later this month in Pakistan,
though the dates of the meeting
have not been announced as yet. India’s
decision to allow the commission to
meet could only have been taken with a
nod from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi himself. Does it connote a soften-
ing in the hard but appropriate
approach he had adopted towards Pak-
istan after the Uri attack in September
last year? Besides, will this meeting
have a bearing on the impasse that has
developed between the two countries in
resolving their differences over the Kis-
hanganga  Hydroelectric  Project
(KHEP) and Pakistan’s objections on
the Ratle project on the Chenah?
During the recent Punjab Assembly
election campaign, Modi asserted that
India would use all the water assigned
to it under the Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT). In actual terms, it means using
the full potential of the Ravi, Beas and
Sutlej rivers, which are assigned to
India in the freaty. In so doing, he
became the first Prime Minister to
refer to the IWT in these terms and
that was correctly taken to be part of
India’s post-Uri terrorist attack
aggressive approach towards Pakistan.
Importantly though, these assertions
in themselves did not, in any way,
mean abrogating the treaty or a depar-
ture from any of its provisions.
Clearly, Modi exercised care in for-
mulating the remarks he personally
made on the IWT. The comments
attributed to Modi in a briefing meet-
ing on the IWT that was held eight
days after the Uri attack went beyond
what Modi has said himself on the
treaty. Sources told the media that
Modi had made it clear that blood and
water cannot flow together and that
the Indus Waters Commissioners
could only meet in an atmosphere free
from terror. All this obviously sought
to convey the impression that Pak-

istan should not take India’s commit- .

ment to the IWT for granted.

Major {errorist attacks against Indian
army installations took place after the
Uri attack, though since General Qamar
Bajwa took over as Pakistan army chief
after the retirement of General Raheel
Sharif in November last vear terrorist

The Baglihar power project on the Chenab at Chanderkote. FiLe PHOTO

attacks have abated and provocations
along the Line of Control and the Inter-
national Border have also come down.
However, there is no indication that
Pakistan has done a rethink on the pur-
suit of low-intensity war against India.
In these circumstances, the permission
given to the Indus Waters Commission-
ers to meet indicates that particularly
the remarks attributed to Modi in the
wake of the Uri attack were part of the
domestic political management exercis-
es that successive Indian governments
have undertaken after major Pakistani
terrorist strikes. The twists and turns
that Indian governments take as part of
such political management only rein-
force Pakistani prejudices about India’s

as India’s hitherto forceful and cor-
rect stand were given by this writer in
these columns on January 9 this year.

Over the past two months, the World
Bank has attempted to resolve the
impasse that threatens the IWT, Its new
CEO, Kristalina Georgieva, visited Pak-
istan in end January and India last
week. In Pakistan she met Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif and his colleagues.
Predictably, they maintained that
KHEP and the Ratle project violated

. the IWT and insisted on the convening

of a Court of Arbitration to resolve the
dispute. However, the World Bank
“pausing” the untenable dual track
approach it undertook continues to
seek to find a way that the two countries

Ifthe treaty were now to become unworkable because of current
differences, then the onus for the failure would lie not only on
Paklstan but also on the World Bank.

lack of stamina.

The question now is wﬂl India show
stamina in insisting that the provi-
sions of the IWT be adhered to in the
settlement of differences over KHEP
and the Ratle project? This is especial-
ly when by agreeing o the meeting of
the Indus Waters Commissioners
India is respecting the treaty. Article
VIII (5) mandates that the commission
shall meet at least once a year, but also
when requested by either commis-
sioner. The background to the KHEP
and the Ratle project disputes as well

will accept and then formally move it
under the bilateral dispute resolution
mechanism envisaged by the treaty.

In this context, the Bank's official
media release of Georgieva’s discus-
sions in Pakistan on KHEP and the
Ratle project is revealing. It states,
“Maintaining a neutral role as a Treaty
signatory the World Bank in December
announced a pause in the separate
processes initiated by India and Pak-
istan under the TWT to allow the coun-
tries to- consider alternaie ways to
resolve their differences.” It invoked

the spirit of the treaty and cautioned,
“Pursuing concurrent processes could
make the treaty unworkable over time.”

The fact is that no extent of obfusca-
tion can hide the mess that the World
Bank has made in handling Indian and
Pakistani differences over KHEP and
the Ratle project. Neutrality cannot
imply avoidance to make a determina-
tion that under the IWT provisions, the
Indian request for a neutral expert to go
into these differences was correct and
the Pakistani demand for a Court of
Arbitration was not sustainable. If the
treaty were now to become unworkable
because of current differences, then the
onus for the faiture would lie not only on
Pakistan but on the World Bank too. This
would be ironic, for the Bank played a
principal role in the making of the IWT.

Pakistani media reports indicate that
it is not interested in the commission-
ers trying once again bilaterally to find
a resolution to differences on KHEP
and the Ratle project. This may be mere
posturing or a way of putting pressure
on the World Bank to seek concessions
from India on the design of the project
and the volume of water in the KHEP
reservoir. Re-engaging Pakistan bilater-
ally on the current differences is in
keeping with India’s overall emphasis
on direct talks between the two coun-
tries-on all outstanding issues. Howev-
er, while doing so it is not only essential
not to concede ground on the position
that India has taken on substantive
issues but also to insist that it would be
without prejudice to its position on the
neutral expert.

Pakistan has mismanaged its water
resources. As Tilak Devasher notes in
“Courting the Abyss”, his recent excel-
lent study of Pakistan, “Pakistan has
become a water-scarce country from a
water-abundant one in 1947. It is in dan-
ger of becoming an absolute water-
scarce country by 2035.” Instead of tak-
ing steps to ameliorate its water
situation, it blames India for denying its
share of the waters under the TWT. How-
ever, as Devasher reveals, Rao Irshad
Ali, chairman of Pakistan’s Indus River
System Authority, repudiated these
charges. He told the Pakistan Senate in
July 2015, “Reports in media about India
getting more water is propaganda.”

The w mter 1sfomner Foreign
Secretary
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CLEAK YAMURA: MOVING FROM DREAMS TO REALITY

Dethi: The Delhi Government has
made giant strides in planning and
implementing a massive River
Cleaning project on the River Yamuna
in Delhi. Living up to its promise of
cleaning the Yamuna, the Delhi
Government initiated the innovative
project of Interceptor sewer with about
50 MGD of wastewater flows being
trapped from the drains and are now
being treated at the Sewage
Treatment Plants. Recently, a formal
tie-up with Israel's Ayala has been
initiated to clean Bhalaswa to Surghat
stretch of the Supplementary drain.
The project envisages to clean water
through phytoremediation and
constructing wetlands. Particutar
shrubs and trees will be planted, apart
from placing elements like gravels and
limestone, which will absorb chemicals

and pollutants from homes and
factories. The entire project is an
inexpensive, natural and easy method
of cleaning the river. The Delhi
Government led by CM Arvind Kejriwal
brought people to the bank of Yamuna
by conducting the Yamuna Aarti. This
traditional oblation to the Yamuna

. resulted in a sense and

- feeling of ownership
amongst the citizens of
Delhi and clean the
Yamuna by not dumping

" waste into the holy river.
The Delhi Government also
opened the
‘NakshatraVatika' - a
garden developed on the
theme of astrology - at the
Yamuna riverfront to
beautify the riverfront and
help clean up the river. The idea
behind the garden was to deter people
from polluting the river and the
surrounding area. The Yamuna
Riverfront development project is
underway and will look at the
immediate interventions required, such
as enhancement of tree cover,

improvement of existing gardens,
landscaping, water sports facilities,
bird watching and nature trails, and
separate ghats for idol immersions.
The riverfront will be beautified and
cleaned by creating wetlands and
growing plants that will help filter and
clean the sewage that flows into the
river. Last but not the least, the Delhi
Government has created the Yamuna
Action Plan and submitted it to the
Central Government. The Yamuna
Action Plan lists scientific ways and
means like the creation of new STPs,
deployment of trash skimmers, among
other things for the purposes of
cleaning the Yamuna. The governmer
of Dethi is awaiting a nod from the
Central Government on the Yamuna
Action Plan.

Covering L., YIS
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Crossing a bridge

and documented at Bhagirath(En

| ¢, -Indiahas done the right thing by deciding to
o * . attend the Indus Waters Treaty meet

ven in the fraught and volatile framework of In-

dia-Pakistan ties, the Permanent Indus Commis-

: R sion mandated to implement the 1960 Indus Wa-
¢ B i tersTreaty(IWT) has met like clockwork, 112 times in 56
", '} years, annually in each country. The commission has
experts who look into issues and disputes on the

" ! i ground qver the utilisation of the waters of six Tivers of
‘ i theIndussystem. Under the treaty, India has full use of
1 | the threg:"eastern” rivers (Beas, Ravi, Sutlej), while

: - Pakistanhas controlover the three “western”.rivers (In-
.} dus, Chénab, Jhelum), although Indiais given rights to
| usethesepartially as well for certain purposes. Asares-

|+ ult; thef# should be lite to comment in the normal
A _course when India accepts Pakistan's jnvitation to the
~© next round of talks, as it has for the Permanent Indus
Commission in Lahore later this month. The move is
welcome, as it denotes India’s commitment to the

treaty that has stood the test of time and war, and also
displays New Delhi’s ‘sincerity on the issué of water-
sharing, given that the IWT is seen to be amodel in dis-

pute management. In September last year, doubts had

. been raised over India’s commitment after the terrorist

: . attack on an army camyp in Uri, killing 19 soldiers. In the

. days that followed, senior officials annour ced the sus-

pension of talks until there was an “atmosphere free of

i, i - terror” after PrimevMirﬁster}}l?reﬁd;:g“h{lodiﬂheld are-
H’“\ view meeting on the treaty to consider retaliatory meas-
ures against Pakistan for the attack; saying, “blood and
water cannot go together”, Mr. Modi repeated some of
those angry sentiments at public rallies where he said
India would not allow even a “drop of watér™ fo go
waste into Pakistan, The atmosphere was also ‘charged
after the government announced “surgical strikes” had
been carried out along the Line of Control and sub-
sequently pulled out from the’ SAARC summit in
 pakistan, leading to fears of a freeze inbilateral ties. -
Inthe event, the government has'chiosen wisely, with
some encouragement from the World Bank and persist-
ence by Pakistan, to step back from muich of that rhet-
oric, and allow IWT commissioners from both coun-
tries to meet. The decision follows several 'other moves
between India and Pakistan in the past few weeks indic-
ating a softening of positions on somé other issues as

2 et : : well: from a marked reduction in LoCfiring, the regular.
Covering L, YIS g ©  annual exchange of nuclear fists, the release of prison-
+ i ers by both countries, and India being part of the con-

sensus to elect the Pakistani nominee asthe SAARC Sec-
retary-General this week, It would be premature to
expect that any of these eve,nt_s;éoﬁﬁé of which are
routine, consolidate a thaw in relatlions betweén the
two countries. However, they reaffirm the high stakes
that. are woven into India-Pakistan relations, and the
need to keep certain issues siich as water-sharing above
the politics of the moment.. . ' o

\
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SCASKS MPTOAPPROACHHG -

OVER COMPENSATI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 5 March

The Supreme Court has
asked the Madhya Pradesh
government to approach
the High Court for sparing
twojudicial officers to pre-
side over the grievance
redressal authorities for
deciding compensation dis-
putes of oustees of Sardar
Sarovar Project (SSP) on
river Narmada.

Abench headed by Chief
Justice J S Khehar direct-
ed the state chief secretary
to approach the registrar
general of the High courtand
seek a recommendation in
this regard.

The apex court expressed
the hope that the chief jus-
tice of the high court would
make such a recommenda-
tion after which the state gov-
ernment would notify the
names.

Coverino L, YIS

R

“With the consent of the
counsel for the rival parties,
we consider it just and appro-
priate to allow the chief
secretary of the State of
Madhya Pradesh toapproach
theregistrar general of the
high court...and to request
him to seek a recommen-
dation from the chief justice
of the High Court of Mad-

hya Pradesh, for appoint-
ment of two judicial mem-
bers to the two additional
grievanceredressal author-
ities.

“We hope and expect,
that the chief justice shall
be in a positiontomake such
a recommendation, on or
before 8 March. Thereupon,
the State of Madhya Pradesh

shall notify the two addi-

tional grievance redressal
authorities, by issuing an
appropriate notification, by
9 March,” said the bench,
also comprising JusticesD
Y Chandrachud and S K
Kaul. The matter has been
posted for next hearingto 10
March. The apex court had
earlier said that to ensure

JECTONNARMADA

“better deal” for the project-
affected families, it is will-
ingto “twist” the arms of the
executive and had asked
the Narmada Bachao
Andolan (NBA) and states
~Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat
and Maharashtra ~ to sug-
gest names of experts who
could be appointed to the
committee which would
deal with the issue of reset-
tlement and rehabilitation
of the oustees.

The court had made it
clear to the parties, includ-
ing activist Medha Patekar-
led NBA, that it would not
allow stalling of the project.

The issue of compensa-
tion will cover 193 villages
in Madhya Pradesh, 33 in
Maharashtra and 19 in
Gujarat.

The apex court is hear-
ing petitions pertaining to
rehabilitation of oustees of
the project.
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Jalyukt Shivar Yojana
unsustainable, says study

Indiscriminate dlggmg of farm ponds has accelerated groundwater extraction

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE

PUNE

The Maharashtra govern-
ment’s flagship Jalyukt

Shivar Yojana has been .

touted as a drought-proofing
scheme, but a field study
conducted by South Asia
‘Network on Dams, Rivers
and People (SANDRP) gives a
different picture,

The organisation carried
out the study at Hiwargaon-
Pawazsa, a backwater vﬂ‘age
with a population of 1,50

in Ahmadnagar dxsmctsf

Sangamner Taluk. The re-
search presents a microcos-
mic example of how indis-
criminate digging of farm
ponds has accelerated the
rate of groundwater
extraction.

The scheme was launched
in December 2014 by Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis-
led State government with
an objective to harvest rain-
water and enhance ground-
water levels. However, the
project has run into stormy
weather for its haphazard
and unscientific implement-
ation, undue reliance on ma-
chinery, lack of transparency
and public participation.

Amruta Pradhan, a re-
searcher with the SANDRP,
said, “While the government
is taking credit for providing
a'small scale irrigation facil-
ity at the farmers’ doorstep,
it is reluctant to take the re-
sponsibility of their unsus-
tainable use. Majority of the

‘scheme work has been im-
plemented unscientifically.
While one can see water as
of now, it does not mean
groundwater techarge has
taken place.”

Ms. Pradhan dismissed
the usefulness of plastic-
lined farm ponds, remarking
they were just “another layer
of exploitative unsustainable
?nfrastructure,” which would

£t

only help accelerate the pro-

cess of

depletion.
Besides borewells, Prav-

davari river) is a major water
source to the Hiwargaon vil-
lage. Almost 80% of its
i f ponds are dependent on
groundwater, with most of
them dug between 2012 and
x 2015 with the help of sub-
sidies offered under the Na-
"tional Horticulture Mission
(NHM).
The 300-o0dd ponds in the
village are the main source
of sustenance for the
pomegranate-dependent
agro economy. The arrival of
ponds has led many farmers
to shift to horticulture, with
pomegranate cash-crop rap-
idly supplanting the tradi-
tional horsegram (bajra),
'wheat, pulses and onion
Crops.

\Y ara river (a tributary of Go-

Issues with the scheme

Most farmers in the village, .

as in Western’s Maha-
rashtra's horticultural belt,
swear by the farm ponds,
unmindful, however, of the
consequences of groundwa-
ter depletion owing te their
unregulated construction

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT.

" and digging.
groundwater . ‘
- vealed that none of the farm

The SANDRF study re-

ponds in Hiwargaon had in-
lets and outlets or aity other

| arrangement for excess rain-
. water inflow that was envi-
- sioned in the scheme. In-

stead of digging the ponds in
a low-lying area, many of

them are dug on the highest

points of the farms.

It further noted that. soil
conservation is the key to
groundwater recharge, but it
has been omitted in the
scheme. e

Water conservationist Vi-
jay Anna Borade said; “Any
programme claiming to deal

with recharging groundwa- .

ter has to pay attention to

the soil. If soil is conserved, .

groundwater is automatic-
ally recharged. In the Jalyukt
Shivar works, soil, fine sand
and all the medium which
hold the water and percolate
it have been scrapped. If the
rocks are exposed, then how
is the recharge supposed to
take place?”

He added that the works
under the scheme appeared
to hold water, but would not

gYrebhnrge it. -

Another problem with the

Tt
Water woes: SANDRP says farm ponds at leargaon village
are aiding groundwater depletlon
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farm ponds is that they ex-
pose the groundwater to

Trmpon sbcnon Ll

1UDSTY LIIUUEN CVderdLlU[l, ’
something that may not be-

come immediately apparent.

Ponds for all

- According to data, around

13,950 ponds were- dug
between 2014 and 2016 un-
der the NHM, the JSY and

-~ the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas

Yojana, while nearly 24,700
more were under construe-
tion under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) in 2016-17.

Till date, a staggering 1.6

lakh-odd applications have

been received by local au-
thorities under the ‘Magel
Tyala Shet Tale (Farm Pond
on Demand scheme)’ ever
since Mr. Fadnavis launched

it in February 2016.

Ms. Pradhan said, “The<
Jalyukt Shivar ‘programm?
and its ancillaries are a gr
fix that have failed. Th-
ernment has not tak
account the massive an%
of work that goes into in-
volving people in carrying
out watershed works. The
Fadnavis government. has
also paid [little considera-
tion] to the educative pro-
cess regarding judicious use
of water.”

While local authorities
said they are aware of the
concerns engendered by the
indiscriminate digging of

farm ponds, they find regula- ,

tion impossible.

The sub-divisional officer :

of Sangamner said, “Once
the farmer constructs the
pond, it is impossible for us
to tell him not to use it for
groundwater storage.” Au-
thorities said they were at-
tempting to initiate dialogue
with farmers in a bid to im-
press on them the judicious
use of farm ponds.
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