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Water conservation plan for HP, J-K villages

Central panel identifies eight villages

B The Central Water Commission has identified eight vil-
lagesin Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir to
launch a pilot project for developing water security models

Vijay MoHAN
CHANDIGARH, APHIL 5

Water scarcity is not restrict-
ed to the plains as is penerl-
ly perceived, but is also seri
ously affecting many areas
in the Himalayan heights
that remain snow-bound for
a large part of the year,

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) has identi-
fied eight willages in
Himachal Pradesh and Jam-
mu and Eashmir to launch a
pilot project for developing
water security models that
are compatible with local
geographic, climatic and
soCic-economic parameters.

The villages are Sunam
and Jhooling in Lahaul and
Spiti district, Puh town and

BThese are Sunam and Jhooling in Lahaul and Spiti distriet,
Puh and Thanang in Kinnaur district, Gia and Shilawangla
in Leh district and Stichting and Kaksar in Kargil district

Thanang in Kinnaur distriet,
Gia and Shilawangla in Leh
district and Stichting and
Kaksar in Kargil district.
These villages experience
heavy snow during winters.

“Wé  have outlined the
action plan and a joint team
of CWC state povernment
officials and other state hold-
ers will visit these villapes
shortly to work out the
modalities of the pmject,” P
Dorje Gyamba, Superintend-

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9527330?show=print

ing Engineering, CWC, said.

The project is part of the
Jal Eranti ¥Yojana launched
by the Ministry of Water
Resources to consolidate
water conservation and
management through
maobilisation of local popu-
lace and pgrassroot-level
institutions. Two  villages
plagued by water scarcity
have been selected for
launching conservation
movement that are later

expected to be emulated by
other villages,

The issues relating towater
scarcity in the snow-bound
areas are different from
those in the plains. Glaciers
moving downstream tend to
take surrounding snow with
them which expedites snow
melt, preventing absorption
into the soil for recharging
ground water,

“Building check dams to
control the movement of gla-
ciers, steps to reduce snow
shding and building small
reservoirs to harvest snow
melt are some of the meas-
ures that can be adopted to
enhance  mecharging of
ground water,” Gyamba said.
In Puh, water scarcity was a
serinus problem, he added.
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Title : Nasa is facing a climate change countdown
Author : John Schwartz

Location :

Kennedy Space Center:

Article Date : 04/06/2016

Much Of Space Agency's Land And Structures Are Near Coasts Which Face Threat From Rising Sea Levels

The concrete block perches absurdly atop a piling, elevated about 10 feet above the beach sand. Is it art? A bulky milepost?

Carlton Hall, chief scientist of Nasa's ecological programme, explained that it was once a tie-down block for securing structures like antenna
towers.When he started working a few decades ago, the block had been buried. Now the sand that enveloped it is gone, swept away by coastal erosion
and storms.

Like so much of Florida, America's "Space Coast' -a 72mile stretch along the Atlantic -is feeling the threat of climate change. It already has, with
Hurricane Sandy , whose power was strengthened by climate change, flattening in 2012 an al ready damaged dune line that provided protection from
the Atlantic's battering.

A rising sea level will bring even greater risk over time, and according to a study , warming pressure on the Antarctic ice sheet could help push sea
levels higher by as much as five or six feet by the end of this century.

Nasa isn't just a victim of climate change. It contributes to climate science in many ways. Astronaut Scott Kelly , who recently returned from a year in
space, took hundreds of pho tographs that could seem like abstract art or a dire warning.“It seems there is more pollution in India and China than what
I saw last time,* he said.

Nasa, which has $32 billion worth of structures, has about two-thirds of its land within 16 feet of mean sea level and much of it is near the coasts.
Johnson Space Centre in Texas sits by Clear Lake, an inlet of Galveston Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.The surge from Hurricane Ike in 2008 caused
power failures and debris pileup that shut down the centre for a week.

The agency's Climate Adaptation Science Investigators working group has predicted that sea level rise of five inches to more than two feet by 2050
could cause widespread problems for the five coastal Nasa sites.

Nasa has options that include hardening facilities with barriers and structures adapted to storms and flooding, or if adaptation is not possible, to
strategically retreat. It has already spent much of a $3 million appropriation to rebuild a long dune to replace protective sands that have been washed
away . However, as Nasa sits in the middle of a vast wildlife refuge, the sand brought in had to resemble the sand that had been washed away .
Workers took cuttings of plants from the old dunes, grew them and put in 1,80,000 individual plants to secure the new dunes.

The question is, for how long? Why the Coast? Launching over water is safer than land and people. Also, rockets are best launched from sites closer
to the Earth's Equator, where the greater diameter of the planet provides a slingshot effect that gives each rocket more bang for the propulsion buck.

And that is the conundrum.Water, once the solution to many of the space agency's problems, is becoming its biggest threat.
"Global warming has ties to health risks'

Global warming could lead to an increase in allergies and asthma, deaths by extreme heat and proliferation of insect-borne diseases, according to a
White House report titled "The Impacts of Climate Change on Human Health in the US: A Scientific Assessment'. US health officials said the study
offered strongest evidence linking climate change to health risks. THE INDEPENDENT

WYY

The Launch Complex 398 at Kennedy Space Center on the coast of Florida
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Rise in mercury hikes power need by 20%

The Times of India (New Delhi edition) - 6 Apr 2016 - 6 - NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The rise in temperature has also spiked the demand for electricity in the capital. According to the load dispatch centre, the
power demand this month is already almost 20% higher than the corresponding period last year: the peak demand then was 3,400MW;
the peak demand on Tuesday was 4,054MW. Power companies have predicted a peak load of 6,100 MW this year and are wondering if they
have underestimated the summer demand.

“Peak season usually comes from May onwards and is usually recorded in early July when humidity is at its highest and air condition-
ers are working round the clock. There is a chance that the peak may even cross the anticipated 6,100MW mark,” said an official.

Last summer,

the

peak was 5,846 MW, slightly less than the peak power demand of 5,925MW recorded during the summer of 2014.

Discoms said they were ready. “In BYPL areas of east and central Delhi, the peak power demand had reached 1,366MW last year. This
year, it is expected to touch 1,476 MW. Arrangements have been made by BRPL and BYPL to source adequate power,” said a BSES official.

BRPL and BYPL will be getting 150MW each from Jammu and Kashmir on round-the-clock basis between May and September
through banking arrangements. BYPL will get another 50MW from Meghalaya.

In contingencies, these discoms would purchase short-term power from the exchange. But they seem to be confident about a new ‘load
forecasting solution’ for accurate prediction of power load.

On the other hand, TPDDL has said that it expects a peak demand of 1,850MW. For that, it has longterm PPAs and banking arrange-
ments with other states. “We have long-term tieup of 1,700MW and short term tie-up of 400MW through import banking. The expected
contingency backup is 200MW to 300 MW,” said a Tata Power official.

BSES discoms have also adopted other measures. “The various measures taken are preventive maintenance, load balancing at the sub-
stations, deployment of additional manpower, etc,” said a spokesperson. He added, “We are also working in tandem with Delhi Transco to
ensure that the entire system is fully geared up.”

http://www.pressreader.com/india/the-times-of-india-new-delhi-edition/20160406/281758448437754/textview 17
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