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“Can we start a drive to conserve water in every village from now on itself?”
- Prime Minister’s ‘Mann ki Baat’ address to the nation

Urgently calling all engaged citizens, NGOs, Youth Organizations, Farming Communities,
Panchayats and Urban Local Bodies

In the next 4-6 weeks, come together and undertake Water Conservation
activities for drought prevention

Collaborate - Co-create - Conserve

Before the onset of monsoons, undertake the
following activities in your area:

¢ Digging of ponds and restoration / construction of tanks
¢ Construction of ground water recharge structures
~ ® Construction of structures for Rainwater harvesting
& Canal lining / improvement work of water channels
¢ Construction of check dams
¢ Preparation for Afforestation / Plantation
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Jaﬁ * Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana | « Repair, Restoration and Renovation Scheme
' - Watershed Development » National Rural Drinking Water Programme
- Har Khet ko Pani * Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
- More Crop Per Drop Employment Guarantee Scheme
* National Rural Livelihoods Mission
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NS & PTI

Lucknow, 5 May

Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment's refisal of Cen-
tre's affer to send a water-
train for the drought-hit
Bundelkhand, has added
anew dimension to the
Centre-state tussle over
distributing relief tothe
parched region where
acute shortage of drink-
ing water has aggravated
the miseries of the peo-
ple

Ten wagons carrying
water was rolled into
Jhansi railway station
from Ratlam in Maha-
rashtra on Wednesday
with reports claiming
that these were meant for
Mahoba, the worst hit of
the seven districts in the
Bundelkhand.

The water train was
schedwled to reach Maho-
ba on Thursday morning
but with the district
administration stating
that there is presently no
water shortage in the
area, the train has been
moved to the yard of
Jhansi railway station.

Reports quoting the
divisional railway offi-
cials said the water train
will be stationed in Jhan-
&1 and would be pressed
into service when there
iz need for water inany
districet of Bundelkhand.

The train carrying
about five lakh litres of
water from Bansagar
dam for distribution in
Mahoba, Banda, Chi-
trakoot and Lalitpur dis-
iricts was introduced at
the behest of top BJP
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CENTRE-STATE WAR OVER PROVIDING HELP AS THE REGION REELS UNDER WATER CRISIS

Bundel_khand battle

to collect drinking water near Chilla village in Bundelkhand. «»file photo

leadership.

But, UP has refused
help from the NDA gov-
ernment and the BJP
leadership scoring
browny points on politics
over Bundelkhand's
plight. The state govern-
ment has made it clear
that it will provide drink-
ing water to the thirsty
millions in Bundelkhand
from its owWn resolurces.

Senior cabinet minis
ter Shivpal Singh Yadav
who was in Kanpur on
Thurzsday accused the
central government of
playing politics by send-
ing the water train. He
claimed that there was no
water crisis in Bundelk-
hand, though he did not
rule out the possibility of
seeKing assistance if
there was need.

He said, “We do not
need water from out-
gide.. When we will need
water, we will ask for
it.. Where will we store it
if it comes through train
like this?™

The PWD and irriga-
tion minister said no
assistance has been given
by the Centre for Bun-
delkhand and relief
work in the region has
been done by the state
government from its own
resources. Senior state
government officials
have alsosaid there is no
water shortage in Bun-
delkhand. There was no
need to serd a water
train. Official sources
said 400 water tankers
have been bought and
requisitioned by the gov-
ernment and measures

have been taken on a war
footing to replenish dried
up ponds with water:
BJP attacks UP govt
over hunger death: On
the other hand, BJP today
accused the Samajwadi
Partygovernmentof ©gross
insensitivity” following the
allegedstarvationdeath of
aDalit man in Bundelkhand
andasked it tofocus on pro-
viding relief inthe drought-
hitregion instead of spend-
ing money on publicity.

The party referred to
the state's review meeting
held yesterday in which it
was disclosed that only 53
crore outof 857 crore allot-
ted to it for drought relief
was spent, and accused the
government of “incomype-
tence” causing scarcity of
food and water in the
region.
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Sip water, don’t gulp

SIR. Apropos Bharat Dogra's
article, Distress from drought
can be avoided’ (28 April), the
water situation in India pre-
sents a baffling scenario. While
Jaisalmer, situated in the midst
of the desert in Rajasthan, nor-
mally faces no water shortage
despite an annual rainfall of a
mere 100 millimeters (mm),
Cherrapunji, one of the wettest
regions of the world with an
annual rainfall of 15000 mm,
suffers from an acute shortage
of water.

India boasts more irrigated
land than any other country in
the waorld, but its agriculture
continues to be heavily depen-
dent on the monsoon. Even if
the rainfall is adequate, the
demand for water persists
because of the imbalance of
water resolrces.,

Sell-sufficiency in food-
grain production has been
achieved through the pursuit of
“exploitative agricultural prac-
tices”, so-called, in the wake of
the Green Revolution, which
laid emphasis on the produc-
tion of two water-intensive
crops ~ rice and wheat. There
is considerable wastage during
the process of storage, con-
veyvance and distribution.

According to NITI Aavog, the
country uses more water than
is required to produce one
tonne of grain in China, Brazil
and the United States. This
implies that India can at least
double its irrigation coverage
or save 50 per cent of the water
that is currently used for irri-
gation. The majority of farm-
ers are driven by the age-old
conecept that ‘more the water,
higher the crop yield'.

Indeed, water cannot be
produced or replenished elec-
tronically or hydrologically or
any other technology. To tackle
drought, we need to adopt mod-
ern water management tech-
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nigues ~ efficient use of irriga-
tion water, changing the crop
pattern toless water-intensive
crops, recyeling and reusing
waste water for industrial puar-
poses. Also imperative is a pro-
gramime to promote water liter-
acy. We need to sip water... not
gulp it

Yours, eic., Jaydev Jana,

Eolkata, 2 Ma.

WRITER'S FREEDOM

SIR, Yuvraj Saharan in his
article “Political linguistics™
(30 April) contends that the
freedom of awriter is not in
conflict with religious beliefs;

THE PLAY’S THE THING...

SIR, My heartiest congratulations to The Sta tesman for pub-
lishing Mahir Ali's excellent article, “The Bard's durable
appeal” (Perspective, 20 April). He has examined the factors
that contributed to Shakespeare's universal appeal. He wirote
for the Elizabethan stage and andience; but is read and enjoyved
even today not merely in England but by the English-speaking
people the world over. His works have been translated into all
important languages and the films based on his plays have
been immensely popular He had a profound understanding of
human nature and his characters were real, not cardboard fig-
ures. As Ridley says, Shakespeare's characters have blood in
their veins and move like human beings, and not like puppets.
Whatever he touched, he adorned. “Like richest alchemy ™, he
transmutes old Capulet, Juliet's father, into ‘one of the most
life-like ald gentlemen that have ever stamped across a stage.”
Mo two characters created by him are similar; each one of
them is an individual more alive than many we colne acrmss
daily Rightly did Ben Johnson write of him, “He was not of an
age but for all times.”

Yours, efc., Navravan Chandra Ghosh, Madanpuy, 2 Moy

it isan illiberal myth that is terms of human thought and

propagated toserve and sustain activity

the interests of certain groups, Writers have the duty to
religious and otherwise. The choose and then use their
writer must have the freedom words for arousing general

to portray the truth while coun-
tering religious superstitions
and rituals. This is essential for
the advancement of civilisa-
tion. It is the duty of awriter to
transform society from a state
of bacKkwaminess to progress in

awareness, They ought not to
use expressions that might
incite violence and ignorance.
Circumspection in language
can improve human relations.
Yours, efc., Dilip Kumar Dutta,
Midnapore, 1 May.
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FARM DISTRESS

Monsoonisn’t the only spoiler

HARISH DAMODARAN explains why the revival of exports matters as much as rains for Indian farmers

ITIS GENERALLY held that the woes of Indian
farmers today have had largely to dowith ex-
treme weatherevents. The southwest mon-
soon failed in both 2014 and 2015. Besides,
we had extensive crop damage from unsea-
sonal rain and hailstorms over large parts of
north, westand central India in March 2015.

From this also follows the hope that a
zood monsoon this time — as predicted by
the Met Department and most global
weather agencies —would help tum things
around. A bumper harvest, which has been
eluding farmersforthelast two years, should
bring smiles back to the beleaguered rural
€ Conomy.

What this optimistic view overlooks,
though, is an equally important factor be-
hind farmer woes in the last two years. That
has to dowith the crashin global commod-
ity prices, whose immediate impact has been
on the country's agricultural exports.

During the global commodity boom,
which coincided withthe previous Congress-
led UPA regime's tenure, India'sfarm exports
surged almost six-fold from about $ 7.5 bil-
lion to $43.25 billion between 2003-04 and
2014-15. Higher exports benefited farmers
by pushing up domestic crop prices. This
happened both dueto increased external de-
mand as well as the government per force
havingto align its minimum support prices
{ M5SP) to global levels.

But the last couple of years, roughly from
the time of the Narendra Modi-led NDA gov-
ernment's taking over, have seen the reverse
happening. The end of a decade-long com-
modity boom has hit Indian farm exports
hard. Theyfell to around $ 39 illion in 2014-
15, and further to$ 3.5 billion dunng the fis-
cal justended. Thattranslates into a decline
of $ 10.7 billion, or roughly Rs 49,000 crore,
if one compares 2015-16 to 2013-14.

To understand what this means to the
farmer, take the case of wheat. In 2012-13
and 2013-14, India exported the grain at an
average price of $ 310and $ 275 per tonne
respectively. If wheat were to be exported
now, it can only be done at$ 175-180 per
tonne or Rs 1,164-1,197 perquintal. This price
— that, too,atthe point of shipment/port of
loading, whichis higher than atthe ammgate
— is way below the current MSP of Rs 1525
perquintal. Evenimported wheat landing at
Indian ports today would cost$ 200-205 or
Rs 1,330-1363 per quintal, which is again
lower than the MSP.

Low global price of wheat, in otherwords,
constrains the government fromraising the
MSP. The Modi government may not be able
to grant much of an increase even next year
when Assemblyelections are due in Punjab.
Thisisafar cry from the situation during the
UPA period, when MSP hikes of Rs 75-
100/quintal were a routine annual affair.

But it is not wheat alone. Two yearsago,
basmati growers were selling Pusa-1121
paddy at Rs 4 000-4,500 per quintal. That
was when parboiled rice from this premium
basmati variety was fetching $ 1,600 per
tonne in West Asian markets. Today, these
rates are ruling at Rs 2,000-2 200perquintal
and % 800 per tonne respectively, even as
India's basmati export earnings have
dropped from $ 4.86 billion in 2013-14 0 §
3.48 billion in 2015-16.

Even more spectacular is the storyof guar,
the seeds from whose harvested pods yield
agumthatisused asavitalingredientinthe
extraction of oil and gas from rocks. During
the height of the US shale boom, spot prices
of guarseed hit a record of Rs 30,432 per
quintal in Jodhpur on March 21, 2012. In
2012-13, India’s guar-gum exports peaked at
$ 3.92 billion. But in the last fiscal, they col-
lapsed to % 553 million along with world ol
prices, With guarseed prices too following
suit — they are now trading in Jodhpur at un-
der Rs 3,270 per quintal — so have the for-
tunes of farmers in western and northern
Rajasthan.

As the accompanying table shows, prac-
tically every farm commodity registered
huge jumps in exports between 200304 and
2013-14 More significant, the benefits were

STEEP JUMP AND SHARP FALL

Agricultural exports from India (in $ million)
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reaped by farmers even in distant hinter-
lands, agood example being maize, A decade
badk, India hardly exported much maize.
However, in 2012-13, the country shipped
out nearly five million tonnes of the feed
grainworth $ 1.3 billion. Overa fifthof itwas
accounted for by Bihar: the state's Kosi-
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Seemanchal belt emerged from nowhere to
be a major supplier to south-east Asian mar-
kets such as Indonesia, Malaysia and
Viemam.

A good monsocon will, no doubt, enable
farmers to produce more — which they
haven't been in a position todo in the past
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two years because of successive droughts.
But farm incomes depend not just on pro-
duction,butalso on prices. And the outiook
there 1sn'tasenmuraging, thanks to factors
thatare more global than local

harish.damodaran@expressindia.com
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A new plan to clean up Yamuna

¢ Damini Nath

LY
The Hindu
Sorry sight: Last year, the Centre and Delhi government had set up a special purpose vehicle to execute projects to clean the Yamuna. Experts,
however, say there has been no progress on the ground. (File photo)

Over the years, both the Centre and Delhi government have spent thousands of crores on cleaning the river.

A new plan to clean Yamuna, including removal of solid waste and preventing sewage from flowing into the river, is likely to be announced by
the Union and Delhi governments soon.

According to sources in the Delhi government, several measures to improve water quality and an overall plan to combat pollution in the
Yamuna are likely to be revealed on Saturday. Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti and Delhi Water Minister and chairperson of the
Delhi Jal Board Kapil Mishra have had several meetings, and are expected to announce a plan soon.

Mr. Mishra told The Hindu: “Things have been moving in a positive direction. Very soon you would see positive steps.”

The measures are likely to include a Rs.700-crore fund from the Centre for sewage treatment plants at Kondli and Rithala. A new ghat for
Chhat prayers is likely to be developed at ITO, while a steamer to collect solid waste from the river is also expected to be announced. Apart
from these, Ms. Bharti and Mr. Mishra could issue a joint statement on the plans for cleaning the river.

This isn’t the first time that the two governments have come together for the cause. Last year, the Centre and Delhi government had set up a
special purpose vehicle (SPV) to execute projects to clean the Yamuna. Experts, however, say there has been no progress on the ground.

“No work has been done after the announcement of the SPV. Instead of announcing plans, the government should follow the National Green
Tribunal’s judgment of last year that lays out a detailed blueprint,” said Manoj Misra, convenor of the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan.

Mr. Misra was referring to the NGT’s order titled ‘Maily se Nirmal Yamuna Revitalisation Project, 2017, which issued strict measures for
curbing pollution in the river. Among them was a total ban on construction on the floodplains, and the setting up of 15 mini-sewage treatment
plants.

Over the years, both the Centre and Delhi government have spent thousands of crores on cleaning the river. Despite this, Delhi’s 18 major
drains drop 3,500 million litres of water into the river every day.

Printable version | May 6, 2016 4:58:43 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/a-new-plan-to-clean-up-
yamuna/article8563250.ece

© The Hindu
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Scarcity in Mettur's vicinity

e Syed Muthahar Saqgaf

Water gushing out of from the 16-vent surplus channel of the Stanley Reservoir durng April-end. Photo: E. Lakshmi Narayanan

Even as water levels in the Mettur dam have dropped precipitously, farmers complain about the lack of diversion of surplus flows from the
dam into nearby water bodies.

India is facing a dire need for greater and more efficient water storage, without which the country’s grossly insufficient storage capacity
amplifies the effect of rainfall deficits, and exacerbates drought conditions. On the one hand, per capita availability of fresh water has
declined sharply from 3,000 cubic metres to 1,123 cubic metres over the past 50 years, while the global average hovers at around 6,000
cubic metres. Simultaneously, each year India is estimated to lose the approximately two-thirds of the new water storage capacity to
excessive siltation and improperly managed runoff. Between 1992 and 2004, for example, 200 large and medium-sized irrigation works
were constructed yet the area irrigated by such schemes shrank by 3.2mn hectares. Unless sizeable investments are undertaken to de-silt
reservoirs and repair damaged canals, dams and irrigation works some estimate that by 2050 India may well run short of water. The
fourth installment of a six-part series examines the problems of water storage and surplus management in the Mettur Dam catchment area
in Tamil Nadu.

Anbu, a businessman, from Govindappadi village near the majestic Mettur dam, is one of many residents caught in what seems to be an
unusual predicament. “Our villages, despite proximity to the Cauvery, face acute drinking water scarcity,” he says, adding, “It is no better than
the drought prone areas of Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts.”

His story is not uncommon to this area. The Mettur dam may be the lifeline of the Cauvery delta supplying drinking water to almost one-third
of the population of the state, but for villages surrounding the structure water scarcity is an everyday reality. Irrigation has also been
compromised in the proximity of what should in theory be a water- zone, and after fighting for over four decades to divert the dam’s water to
water bodies in the district farmers in delta are ready to throw in the towel.

N. Perumal, State General Secretary of the Tamil Maanila Congress Vivasaya Sangam is cynical. He says that despite receiving excess rainfall
during the months of November-December, the rural areas of Salem district are bracing for an acute water crisis with Mettur Dam and other
water bodies drying up fast. “The farm activities in about 45,000 acres in Salem, Namakkal and Erode districts under the Mettur dam’s East-
West Canal scheme is undertaken with much difficulty every year,” he says, with a resigned air.

Frustrated by the constant wastage of surplus water released through 16-vent Ellis Saddle surplus channel, office-bearers of the Cauvery
Surplus Water Action Committee complain, “It is painful to see surplus water flowing into the sea without benefiting anyone.”

If supply is this erratic during times of relative comfort, then how severe would water scarcity be when drought-like conditions grip the
region?

Wasting precious water

Even though parts of Tamil Nadu have escaped the burning heat and dry conditions of North India, such as what the Marathwada region in
Mabharashtra is witnessing, the efficiency of water storage here inspires neither confidence nor hope.

The Mettur dam has "surplussed" more than 40 times in its 82 years of existence. Surplussing occurs during the southwest monsoon when
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five to 80 thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) of water drains in to the sea, while 70 per cent of lakes in Salem remain dry.

Despite such surplussing, on Thursday the water level in the Mettur dam had dropped to an alarming 50.10 feet against its total capacity of
120 feet. While the inflow was only 44 cubic feet per second (cusec) 2,000 cusecs had to be discharged to supply drinking water to the delta
districts. Even worse, it would appear that the discharge is not being taken up efficiently, either for drinking water or for irrigation. Instead it
ends up as run-off, which is water that is wasted rather than channelled for any useful purpose.

On multiple occasions the farming community here demanded that the government harvest surplus water released from Mettur dam to fill
water bodies in Salem, Namakkal and Erode. If the authorities had complied, the water-laden tanks, ponds and reservoirs in the area would
have recharged the groundwater. They have not.

Silt accumulation

Besides poor water management owing to ineffective systems for tapping the run-off of surplus water, the accumulation of silt has been a
serious obstacle to attaining full storage potential at the Stanley reservoir in Mettur. The Reservoir was constructed in 1934. Yet it has not
been desilted even once. Such negligence has resulted in a situation where the Mettur dam has been losing on an average 0.4 per cent of its
holding capacity due to silt and sand every year, according to A. Mohanakrishnan, former Advisor to State Government on Water Resources.

Today the dam’s actual capacity stands at only about 65 tmcft, down from its total capacity of 93.47 tm, with silt accumulation accounting for
20 per cent of the storage capacity of the dam.

Unless there is a major intervention in the water storage ecosystem of this region, residents such as Anbu and Perumal will continue to be
water-poor in potentially one of the most water-rich regions of the state.

Printable version | May 6, 2016 4:58:14 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/data/last-drop-scarcity-in-metturs-vicinity/article8562522.ece

© The Hindu
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IN THE DANGER ZONE

A total storage capacity of about 2534 BCM (against the total water availability of
1869 BCM in the river hasins of the country) has been created in the country due to
irrigation projects. Projects under construction will add 51 BCM

STATE-WISE STORAGE STATUS © The Central

Water Comission
monitors live
storage capacity
of 91 major
reservoirs. These
reservioirs have
live storage
capacity of
157799 BCM
which is about
62% of the live
Uttarakhand Nadu storage capacity

Sty AnchvaPradesh of 2534 BCM

(FIGURES IN PER CENT) & Telangana Wh_iﬂl‘l Is
L Y e e ey Gt e e e L R e estimated to hae

LSC: LIVE STORAGE CAPACITY been created in
‘Live storage’ is the portion of the reservoir that can be utilisad for flood control, power production, ﬂ'“:__- Cﬂlll'ltl'}l'
navigation and downstream releases,

REGION-WISE STATUS OF LIVE STORAGE CAPACITY

-B0 -

Region Noof |100% | 91%- | 81%- | 71%- | 61%- | 51%- | 41%-| 40%
Reservoirs 99% | 90% | 80% | 70% | 60% | 50% | and below

MNorth (& = = = : " - # b
East 15 1 14
West 27 1 1 25
Central 12 1 11
South 31 d 1 29
Total 91 0 0 1 - 1 2 2 85
888 7reservoirs have | 55/ ©1 Andhra Pradesh | © | ol |

o no water left Maharashtra | & Telangana Karnataka | Tamil Nadu
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© As on May 5, 2016, live 31
storage available in these 30 i
reservoirs is 30,709 BCM,
which is 19% of total live

storage capacity of these

reservoirs, the lowest this
SEAson,

© This storage is 63% of the
storage of corresponding period 154

of last year and 77% of storage 3 10 17 23 31 7 13 21 28 Mays
of average of last ten years. MARCH APRIL
Source; Central Water Commission  Data as on Sth may 2016 COMPILED BY SAMARTH BANSAL
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Bundelkhand drought: Railway starts filling tankers even as UP rejects Centre
aid

e Omar Rashid

The Hindu
Scene of a dried pond at a village in district Hamirpur of drought-hit Bundelkhand area in Uttar Pradesh. File photo: Rajeev Bhatt

Politics over drought has been raging on in UP since the Centre offered the State a water-train for Bundelkhand.

In continuation of the showdown between the Centre and the Uttar Pradesh government, the Railways on Friday started filling up the 10-
wagon water-train it offered as aid to the parched Bundelkhand. The Akhilesh Yadav government, however, has outright rejected the Centre’s
offer saying it required more tankers to distribute water and not a water-train.

The empty train, with a capacity of 5 lakh litres, has been stranded at a rail yard in Jhansi since Wednesday, with railway officials clueless
about its fate or destination. It was scheduled to reach Mahoba district by May 6 (today). “At Jhansi station water filling in 10 tank wagons
has started, expected to be filled up by evening,” Union Railways Minister Suresh Prabhu tweeted. The State government's response is
awaited.

Politics over drought has been raging on in UP since the Centre offered the State a water-train for Bundelkhand. The SP government,
however, on Thursday claimed that it has sufficient supply of water in the parched region, and it has deployed more than 400 tankers for the

purpose.

It’s rejection of the Centre’s aid triggered a war of words with parties accusing each other of playing politics over water. SP cabinet Minister
Rajendra Chaudhary compared the Centre’s proposal to provide a water-train to staging a “drama,” while Union Water Resources Minister
and Jhansi MP Uma Bharti in a letter to Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav described his decision to refuse Centre aid akin to showing arrogance,
in view of the grave water-scarcity.

Mr. Yadav responded to Ms Bharti through a letter of his own and requested 10,000 tankers for Bundelkhand. Mr. Yadav said the need for a
water-train emerges only when all sources of water have been exhausted and water needs to be supplied from far. Since Bundelkhand’s
reservoirs still have adequate water supply, the region’s urgent requirement is of tankers. If in future, the State requires a water-train, it
would request the Centre for it, he said. Mr. Yadav is expected to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 7 to discuss the drought in
Bundelkhand.

Amid the tussle, Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has said his government would “not play politics over water” and was willing to help
the States in any way it could. “Bundelkhand is suffering water shortage. We are working on supplying water through trains, putting logistics
in place to help our brethren,” Mr. Prabhu had earlier tweeted on Wednesday.

However, the SP ministers and its officials argued the State does not need the ‘water-train’ and contended that it had made no such demand
from the Centre. UP Chief Secretary Alok Ranjan said the State had reviewed the situation and found that it did not need water through
trains. “We are providing water through tankers. If at all we need anything, we require more tankers. If we need any assistance from the
Centre, we will inform them,” he said.

State PWD minister Shivpal Singh Yadav cited storage problems for rejecting the water-train.
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“As of now, we do not require any water. There is no shortage of water. Now that they have sent the train, where will all this be kept? They
should have also arranged a place to store it,” the cabinet minister said.

Chitrakoot Divisional Commissioner Venkateshwarlu said Mahoba district had not made demand for a water-train.

Environment activist Ashish Sagar said the “ego tussle and politics” over the drought would hurt the morale of those hit by the crisis. “Even if
the State claims to have enough water, the water train could have been used to fill the hundreds of dry ponds and wells in the region,” Mr.
Sagar pointed out. BJP State President Keshav Prasad Maurya urged the SP government to "rise above politics" on water and "provide
solutions" to the crisis.

The Centre-State tussle comes as the Samajwadi Party government was pushed on the back foot by heavy criticism over the alleged starvation
death of a Dalit man in drought-hit Banda on Wednesday. While the State has ordered a probe into the “unusual circumstances” that led to
the man's death, Mr. Yadav on late Wednesday evening announced Rs 5 lakh as ex gratia compensation to the kin of the deceased Nathu
Prasad.

Mr. Yadav also convened a review meeting with senior officials on Thursday evening and ordered them to distribute drought relief material
on a war footing. He warned the district magistrates that they would be held directly responsible in case of any starvation death. Since then,
the State government has gone overboard on highlighting on social media the measures taken by it to tackle the water-crisis.

Printable version | May 6, 2016 4:57:05 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/politics-over-an-empty-watertrain-in-
bundelkhand-railway-starts-filling-tankers-even-as-up-rejects-centre-aid/article8565155.ece

© The Hindu
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agfTeuon cugipuity-cum-Entrance Test, some States are
rerdising genuine concerns about equity and access. A re-
 wform agenda for the MCI must include an admission pro-
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Rain, hail lash

Oun_ComspoNDEN'r

KANGRA, MAY 5

The Kangra-“valley was
‘today lashed by heavy
.rain accompanied by hail
and storm leading to a fall
in the temperature, giv-
‘ing respiteto people from
the heat. . The. sky was
overcast-with.dark clouds
and it started raining at
-5.30- pm which continued
for an hout. The gushing
storm resulted in uproot-

ing of trees. .

The hail damaged stand-
ing wheat crop awaiting
harvesting. - The power
supply to the town was dis-
rupted and the telecom-
munication network and
broadband too were badly
affected. Drains - were

overflowing after the rain
and water entered resi- °

dential  areas on the
Dharamsala _road. The
chocked drains left roads

f(angra town

The rain, howevet, pro-
vided big respite to for-
est officials. The rains
with thunders and storm
left the life out of gear in
the valley for more than
an hour. Power supply
disruption forced markets
to close well before time..

Reports of Tain were
also  receivéd from
Dharamsala, '~ Kangra,
Mallan, Shahpur; Gaggal,
Jwalamukhi, Dehra and
Nagrota Bagwan.

flooded in some localities; -
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. wo emotive issues are a
I permanent fixture in all
major party manifestos in
Tamil Nadu. Not with-
standing the fact that the
. Centre has a big say in in-
© ter-State river manage-
ment, political parties
promise to resolve the
Mullaperivar dam = and
Cauvery river water dis-
putes if voted to power.
But the history of legal
battles around these water
bodies-would tell you that
the issues can hardly be re-
solved quickly. The diffi-
culty is accentuated mani-
fold in a situation where

IN_ FOCUS

both the DMK and the

AJADMK have very little

) control at the Centre since

' , the BJP now has a comfort-
able majority.

Classic example

The Cauvery river dis-
pute is a classic example of
the differing priorities of
the regional and national
parties. For the Congress
and the BJP, the stakes are
much higher in Karnataka,
where they are the primary
contestants for power. In
Tamil Nadu, they could on-
ly hope for a few seats. The

high commands of the two

outfits choose silence as
the best strategy despite
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i Parties vow to end water disputes with neighbouring States, though Centre has the final say
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TALL PROMISES: A view of the Mullaperiyar dam. The history of legal battles around.
‘waterbodies is proof that the issues can hardly be resolved quickly. — FILE PHOTO

court rulings in favour of
Tamil Nadu.

After a prolonged battle,
the State won a major vic-
tory in ‘the Cauvery case
when the Supreme Court

forced the Centre to notify

the final award of the Cauv-
ery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal in 2013, The Tribunal
had- envisaged the forma-
tion of a Cauvery Manage-
ment Board to implement
its order. But the Board is
yet to be formed despite
pressure from Tamil Nadu.
Karnataka has opposed its
formation tooth and nail.
BJP Ministers over the last
two years have skirted
questions on this front,
calling for “patient talks” to
find asolution.

In the Mullaperiyar dam

issue, the ATADMK contin-
ues to parade the Supreme
Court order allowing the
dam level to be raised to 142
feet. Now, Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa has assured her
voters-a further increase to
152 feet, the full reservoir
level as per the Periyar
Lake Lease Agreement of
1886.

Another front

But it is obvious from the
reactions of the Kerala gov-
ernment that achieving
this target would involve
yet another protracted le-
gal battle. Both the Con-
gress and the CPI(M) are
opposed to any such move.

Political commentator
Gnani Sankaran says the
promises are also vague

TS sl \WALGULLUS PILEU LDE
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme or MGNREGS),
Public Distribution System and Mid Dav

and do not explain the ex-
act measures that the par-
ties would take to bring the
disputes to an end. “Just
saying we will do it is not
enough. What do you plan
to do exactly? Only then
there could be a debate,” he
feels. The DMK, for exam- .
ple, has made a generic
statement that it would
strive to maintain the water
level at 142 feet at the Mul-
laperiyar dam.

Also, Mr. Gnani feels un-
less the political climate at
the Centre shifts in 2019,
there is little that Tamil Na-
du could do to expedite the
implementation of court
orders. “The BJP will have
its own considerations.Ido
not see a way out any time
soon,” he states.
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Water level in dams dips to a new low

-

. - Jacob Koshy

PTi
The storage in major reservoirs across the country has fallen to 19% of their total capacity.

Water storage in major Indian reservoirs has dipped to 19% of their total capacity, according to a weekly update by the Central Water
Comimission.

Water storage in major Indian reservoirs has dipped to 19% of their total capacity, according to a weekly update by the Central Water
Commission on Thursday.

On the back of consecutive droughts in 2014 and 2015, several parts of India have faced searing droughts. This has contributed to water in
these 91 dams steadily falling to touch decadal lows since April but a top official said water levels had not ever dipped below 20%.

‘Situation not critical’

“I don’t immediately remember whether it has ever dipped below 20%,” G.S. Jha , CWC Chairman, told The Hindu “but not in the last 4-5
years at least.”

Mr. Jha, however, emphasised that the situation “wasn’t critical” because there was enough drinking water and several dams were drained
out of extra water during May in anticipation of a good monsoon. “The monsoons are expected in Kerala by the end of this month so I think
the latest figures shouldn’t cause alarm.” Droughts in Maharashtra had forced the government to send water in trains to Latur to provide for
drinking water.

He said there was also reduced water demand for agricultural purposes during the summer months and in anticipation of the monsoon,
beginning June.

The CWC sends out a weekly update of the water levels in 91 of India’s major dams. Though these are less than 2% of India’s approximately
4,500 dams, they store nearly two-thirds of India’s reservoir water. Out of these reservoirs, 37 reservoirs have hydropower benefit with
installed capacity of more than 60 MW.

Significant declines

According to the Thursday update, the current year’s storage is nearly 64 per cent of last year’s storage and 77 per cent of the average of last
10 years.

The most significant declines have registered in the Indus, Tapi and Mahi basins which are 35%, 39% and 42% less than their decadal
normals.

A good monsoon is critical to replenishing these reservoirs. Last month, the India Meteorological Department has forecast the monsoon rains
during June-September to be 106% of the normal. Later this month it is expected to announce a date for the monsoon onset over Kerala.
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