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Water shortage in Delhi imminent

WAZIRABAD BARRAGE Haryana restricts flow of water into the Yamuna causing water level at the barrage to fall

Noelam Pandey
W Reolam pandoyBhindusiantines com

KEW DELHI: Delhi faces an immi-
nent water shortage crisis.
Water levels at one of the big
gest sources, which helps meet
the Capital's reguirements, has
heen faliing for the past few days,
cansing panic among buresy-
crats and jJawmakers.

Water-lsvel at the Wazirabad

baryrage, on the Y a, hag
been consistently m since
May 28. Sources say that the
CEQ of £J8 has written a et
ter fo the principal secretary of
Haryana, Erigation and Water
Resouree asking him tofook into
the matier immediately, Delhi's
chief secretary KX Sharmaalso
wrote a Jetter to the chief secre
tary of Haryans fo resoive the
issue quickiy

In its letter, DIB argued that
such disruption of water supply
during the sumier can create
unrest in public and even result
in law and order problein. "I
wottld like to bring fo your notice
that release of water to Delhi
through Yamuna river has been
suddenly stopped by Haryana
since May, 28, 2015 resulting in
rapid decrease in the pond level
at Wazirabad, " sfates the letier

= Haryana stopped water supply to the Yamuna on May 28, leading to a drop In watet lavel at the

Every summer, the Capital
faces shortage of water and
engages in fussie with Haryana.
Both the states, in turs, cite their
annual requirements and claim
the other is demanding beyond
the stipulated suppiv

The 8C in its 1996-order had
asked Haryana fo ensure that
the Deihi.jal Board's (DJB) freat
ment piants at Wazirahad and

Haiderpur are full throughout
the year sothat the Capitai meets
its drinking water demand.
DJB uses water from the
Wazirabad barrage for two water
treatment plants at Wazirgbhad
and Chandrawai respectively.
Officials say water production
s normal so fax, but if the water-
level decreases further produc
tion will be severely affected,

HT FlLE

Water at Wazirabad has
reached a leve] where any
further decrease could lead to
disruption in production. Fhe
matier might be escalated at
the chief ministeriallevel if it
is net resolved soon. “We man-
aged the current level of produc:
tion by cpening a connection
between the Munak canal and
the Wazirabad barrage but any

WATER WOES

- Water for the Capital is -
harvested and stored at
the Wazirabad barrage

w The SC in 1996 ordered
Dethi andt Haryana to
_ensure that 6745 feet
water is maintained at
the Wazirabad barrage

w Aftar the 5C order, Delhi
asked Haryana to build a
canat from Muanak to
divert water for Delhis
requirement _

w Beihi needs §70-830 mil-

© fion gafions daily (MGD),
with & per capita demand
of 252 liters/day - )

w On Friday the fevel stood

-8t 673 feet. o

further reduction water fevels
couid lead {0 2 crisis,” a DB
official says.

Earlier in the year Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)-led govern:
ment had written fo Harvana
chief minister Manohar La}
Khatiay, asking the latier fo
maintain the leve! of water s
stipudated by the Supreme Cotrt
{8C)in 1986,

BJP PROTESTS
SHORTAGE OF
WATER IN DELHI

HT Correspordent

o fetter=@hindustantimes.com

NEW DEL HE:‘The Bharstiva Janata
Party (BJP) launched a protest
against Arvind Keiriwal-led
Aam Aadmi Party for failing fo
resolye power and water crisis
in the Capital.

Theparty launched its protest
against the government of Dethi
in all 14 distriets of the capital

Speaking atlaunchof the pro-
test Satish Upadhyay, president
of the BJP state unit in Delni,
sald, “With addiional water
being sourced from Munak
Canal, Delhi is now gefting more
witter than in the past vears from
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. Yet,
residents today are facing worst
possible water crisis.”

The party held protesis at
Green Park, Preet Vihay, Rithal,
Nangloi and other places. "Water
is scarce and what is being
supplied is unfi for drinking,
Supply of free drinking water
has become 2 of joke. Every day
we recetve complaints from resi-
dents across the city claiming
they get water suppiy on alter-
nate days. We will continue to
protest {ili it is resolved,” he
added.
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NEW DELHE The June-September
monsoeon swept into Kerala on
PFriday bringing widespread show-
ers and draping paris of neigh-
botring Tamil Nagu and southern
Karnataka after a brief four-day
delay, the India Meterological
Department has said,

The Met declared monsoon in
tha southern state after two con-
secutive daysof widespread rains
of atleast2.5mm, akey condition.
“The entire South Arablan Sea,
1 akshwadeep, coastal Karnataka
and some partsof Tamil Nadu are
now covered,” a Met official said.

Temperahescamedown inthe
thvee southern sides after adeadly
heat wavethat isestimaded tohave
kifled 2,000, OnJune?, the weather
hnreat: Jowered its forecast of this
year'srainy spefifrom “helownor
mal" eartier to “deficient”, stoking
fearsof adrought. B

Agriouiture minister Radh
Mohan Singh held review of
emergency measureson Fridayas
Tngdinbracesfora possibledrought
The Centye has asked to make fult
use of the rural jobs programme
HMNREGA to hoost farm incomes
on fears of ahad harvest.

Tnseasonal yainszuined winter
narvests and cavsed farm incomes
to Tall 1.4% in the January ané
March quartes, even as the over-
all econorny grew 7.5% in the first

k]
Covering L, YIS

uTemmmmmM?mﬁlmmmaﬁwﬁmmm

three months of the vear.

The monsoon is vital for
Asia's thirdlargest economy, 45
two-thirds of Indians depend on
farm income and nearly §6% of
the country's farm land does not
have iryigation facilities, Peor
rains tend to crimp food output,
stoking inflation.

Friday's meeting was attended
by secretaries and officials from
the agricylture, Indian Council
of Agricultural Research, power,

and water and rural development
ministries, among others,

Nearly 116000 water-harvesting
and drought-related projects are
already under way as part of
drought preparedness, the farm
minister sadd. The power ministry
has made provisions for greater
energy demand in ruvel areas,
while 90 jakh fone fertilizers have
heen digpatched to states, sgainst
60 lakh tonge requirment, Singh
added.

REUTERS

]

MONSOON DATE

Mumbal: Jutie 10
Kolkata: June 10
Guwahati unes

Patna; June 15

Entire country: by huly 35

R L
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We must see both the woods and the trees

Policies must be holistic ami recognise the interconnectedness between the environment and development

mm

It'sanexciﬁngthnetobeanmeﬁanmwr '

country is poised or: the edge of accelerated
sconomic growth. But this is not possible
without a stable environment. It is essen-
tial, therefore, that we focus on protecting
our natural infrastructure, which forms
the bedrock of our ecopomy.

The Sow of benefits from our ecogystem
is tmmense — it supplies clean ain, water
and elimate security Globally, 200-300 mik
Yon people depend directly or indirectly,
on forests for food. Some studies suggest
that ecosystem gmdsand services account
for over half the ‘gross domestic product
of the poor’. This is particularly signifi-
cant for India where 200 miliien people
Iive in and around foresis, relying heavily
. on these ecosysiems for their daily sur-
vival. More than 600 indian rivers either

originate from, or are fed by, tiger land.
sedpes and these habitats supply water
to cities hundreds of kilomeires away
The Corbett Tiger Reserve, for instance,
formsthecatchment areaof the Ramganga
reservoir that provides 180 miltion cuble
metres of drinking water to New Delhi,
In Mzharashira, Nagpur is dependent on
lhe Pench Lake, harboured in the Pench

nhnralmmm pemlX
Immemdwwgstmtarm
REUTERS

Tiger Reserve, for its water supply The
economic repercussions of negiectingthe
environment are severe.

The rights of women and children, too,
are inextricably inked to environmenial

jssues, in rural areas, women waik sev.

eral hours every day fo get waler {or their
families. As weils dry up, girls are more
Hkely tobe puiled out of scheol to help their
mothers with collecting water. The World
Rank sstimates that 21% of communicable
diseases in India can be Hnked to unsafe
water with disrrhoea causing more than
1,600 deaths every single day :

‘This begs the guestion - what should

india do? As with all effective solutions,
the answer is simple to give but difficslt
to implement. We heed to start at the very
source of our policy-making, designing
Teews and programmes that are holisticand
recognise the interconnectedness between
the environment and development, This
needs to percolate to the ground level par-
tieularly in landscapes where communities
and wildlife live in close proximity. The
key lies in finding solutions that allow
communities access to the same benefits
a5 you snd me, while safeguanding the pre-
clous natural resources they live alongside.

- Fnvironmental impacts and appropriate

mitigation meastres need to be inbuiitin
projects, not tacked on as an afterthought
to secure a clearance from the ministry of
environment and forests.

The challenges lying ahead for India
are not easy but there is lmmense polen
Hial fo transform therm into opportunities.
We must involve forest departinents, local
communities and other stakeholders to
find solutions that benefit both people and
wildlife; I is a Jong road but one which we
must travel together with all stakeholders,

Hemendra Kotharl is founder and chalrman of
the Wildlife Conservation Trust
The views sxpressed ars personal

3
Lovering L., YIS
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Will it be Teesta’s turn next?

i

5 K Sarkar

rime Minister Narendra Modi's

F visit to Bangladesh raises a

hope for a step forward in the
resoiution of the longpending
Teesta water-sharing issue with
Bangladesh.

Sinee 1972 Bangladesh has
wanied a 50 per cent share of
Teesta river water. Teesta is one
of the 54 rivers on the India
Bangladesh border Of these
there already is a water-sharing
agreement on the Ganga river
The sharing of water on other
important rivers such as Teesta,
Dharla, Dudhkumar in West
Bengal and Feni, Manu, Muhuri,
Khowei, Gumti in Tripura, have
heen under discussionffor quite
sorne time,

Teesta river originates in
Sikkim, fiows through Jalpaig-
urt town in West Bengal and
finally loins Brahmaputra river
at Teestamukh, Bangladesh, it
has aver 12,800 sq km drainage
area of which 89 per cent lies in
indian territory In Sikkim there
are mostly hydroeleciric pro-
jects, thus there is no consump-
tive use of water, and no effect
on rmonseen fiows, West Bengal
has constructed a Teesta Bar-
rage, 9 km upsiream of the
inde-Bangladesh border at
Gajoldoba in Jalpaiguri, while
Bangladesh has constructed the
Doeani/Dalia barrage down-
stream, 15 km from the interna-
tional border. The shortage of
water foy irrigation occurs
between November and April.

The twe countiries reached
an understanding in July 1983
for an ad hoc sharing of Teesta
water flows during the dry sea-
son: an allocation of 36 per cent
for Bangladesh, 3% per cent for
India and 25 per ¢eni remaining
unailocated. This arrangement
helped Bangladesh in getting
finance for the Dalia barrage
consiruction.

Past discussions between
the two countries for reaching
an agreement on the inferim
sharing of 'Teesta water for 15
years were on the following
lines: a) during lsan season,
Teasta water flow be measured
jointly at three locations ie.
Indian barrage at Gajoidoba, at
Bangladesh barrage at Dalia and
downsiream at Kunia,
Bangladesh; 2) after collection of
data, the 96 per cenf dependable
flow data in Teesta river be
worksd out; 3) after deduction of
environmental flow and 450
cusec for its use, India to release
water at Gajoldoba barrage in
such a way that 50 per cent of
the water available afi Gajoldoba
be available af Dalia barrage in
Bangladesh. This arrangement
was thought to be a feasible
proposition because of geologi-
cal conditions, which cause
about 25 per cent water regener-
ation betwecen (Gajoldoba Bar-
rage and Dalia barrage. This
meant that West Bengal govern-
ment would have to release only
25 per cent of the water avail-
able at Galoldoba, which when
added to 2§ per cent regenera-

!; g/g/,c.

Hon, would resuit in receipt of
water by Bangiadesh eguivaient
ie 50 per cent of the water avail-
able at Gajoldoba.

Unfortunately, government
of Wost Bengal is agreeable to
share only 25 per cent of avail
able water at Gajoldoba plus the
river flow (about 8 per ceni). To
them, the proposition on the
manner of release as stipulated
in the earlier paragraph is
vague, as there could be years
when regeneration of water
between Gajoldoba and Dalia
may not be 25 per cent. in that
situation, commifting half the
water available at Gajoldoba

may affect the important Teesta
Barrage project. This project is
significant, being the largest
irrigation proiect in the eastern
region, invelving irrigation
potential of 9.22 Iakh hectare
and 7.5 MW of hydropower.

in any international water
course issue, there is a need for
resolution by adopting egui-
table, non-discriminatory guid.
ing principles for sharing of
water resources, say as per
those available in the UN Water
Course Convention, 1987, It
urges all riparian States to coop-
srate on the basis of sovereign
equality, ferritorial integrity,
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mutual benefit and good faith in
order to atiain optimal utiiisa-
tion of an international water
course. Interestingly, India,
Bangladesh and Chinag did not
ratify this Convention. 1n resolv-
ing the Teesta river water shar-
ing problem, the basic principle
should be on these lines.

For the last few vyears,
Bangladesh has raised the issue
of less availability of Teesia
water due to non-release hy
India from its barrage at
Gajoldoba In the lsan season.
The West Bengal government
claims less water is avallable
than it needs, hence the short
fall. The controversy continues.

Within the country there
has fo be a political consensus
for any solution. In addition, the
hard data on the ground should
show that India {especially Wasd
Bengal) wili not he a loser with
the interim Teesta yiver watey
sharing arrangemenst, especially
assuring ifs non-detrimenta
impact on the Teesta Barrage
project. Both the countries
should work together i gather
ing and analysing technica
data. The first move must coms
from the government of India &
convince the state governmen
{8) about the efficacy of a mutu
ally beneficial solution. There i
hope, now that the Land Borde
Agreement with Bangladesh is
reality

THE WRITER 18 RS TINGUISHED FELLOW TERI AND
SECREYARY, MINISTRY OF WATER




News ilemfletier/

\/i-‘}m@slan Times
Sigtesman
The Times of Indiza (N.D)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan {Hingi)

Deccan Chronicle

Deccan Merald

Climate change, te

PRESE TRUST EF INBIA
Washington, 5 June

Climate change, including
rofe of India angd China,
global economy and cournter-
terrorism tactics will be
some of the key topics tha
will dominate the upcom:
ing G-7 summit in Ger
many, senior US officials
said.

The G-7isagrouping of
top seven industriaiised
countries of the world -
Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan and
the 118,

Russia which wasadded
inte the group in 1998 was
suspended last vear after
Moscow annexed Crimea.

The June 7-8 Summit of
G-7leaders in Bavaria would
be held without Russia,

k)
Covering L., YIS

f/c . 3

US President Barack
Obama would be leading the
American delegation tothe
Summit wherein accord-
ing to his ¢lose aides he
would press for more sane
tions on Russia for its
alleged interfsrence in
Ukraine.

"We wili affirm the
importance of maintain-
ing santions on Russiato
incentivize fullimplemen
tation of the Minsk agres-
ment, and aiso to serve as
adeterrent against further
Russian aggression,” said
Hen Rhodes, the Deputy
National Security Adviser,

"It's very important com:
ing out of these G-7 meet-
ings that the world is seen
as speaking with ene voice
in support of those impor
tant consequences that have

been imposed on Russia, and
todemonstrate that Russia
will continue to face those
sanctions antil a dipio-
matic solution is fully impie-
mented,” he said.

Leadersof G-7 countries
wold also be discussing the
proposed nuclear agree
ment with iran and the
progress in the anti- 18IS
coalitionin Syriaand lrag,
he said.

Meeting ahead of the
Paris Summit later this
vear, the leaders of the top
industrialised countries
would also devote guite
amountof time of thelr dis
cussion on ciimate change,
he said.

“We have been working
- obwicusly the President's
climate agenda was
released; the Climate Action

farticteleditorial published on é /é / /b inthe

Nav Bharat Timsst{Hindi)
Punjab Keshari {Hindi)
The Hindu

Kajzsthan Patrika {Hindi)

M.P.Chronicle

Al {Hindi)

Indian Nation

Kzl Dunivs {(Hindi)
The Times of India (A}
BElilz

rroronG-7agenda

Plan was released two years
age. We continue o work
domestically,” said Caro
line Atkinson, deputy
sational security advisor on
international economics.

“We alsc have heen
engaged very closely with
major emerging economies
- potably Ching, aiso India
- temake sure that thev are
goingfowork withusfora
successful Paris agree
ment,” she said.

"“We see the G-7 as an
imporiant milestone on this
s5ue, and one where we will
he able te speak both with
other G-7 countries about
waysthat weecanmove both
with announcing our own
targets and taking stepstc
support other countriesand
to protect theenvironment,”
she said,
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Monsoon worries, -

" realornot WAL
y downgrading the monsoon forecast for the
. year to ‘deficient’, the India Meteorological

Department has pressed the panic button, The.
forecast now talks of 88 per cent of the long-
s period average, down from the preliminary figure of 93
per cent. The revised estimate is indeed cauge for con-.
cern, as it holds the posiibility of the country being
pushed into & drought situation. These are forward-
looking numbers no doubt, Yet the signals can hardlybe
» ignored. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has sought to
talk up the sentiment by suggesting that the fears are
- exaggerated, and he may well be right. In his view, the
¥ geographical distribution of rainfall and its timing will
matter more than the total volume of precipitation, Yet,
policy-planners at the fiscal and monetary levels have
not shied away from articalating their anxiety, The
Centre has said it is ready to face a deficit monsoon,
Union Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh has
made it clear that the situation is being monitored on a
daily basis and thas a ‘contingency plan’ is in place. The
immediate worry, nay task, is to quickly devise an emer-
gency plan to tackle the social and econotnic conse-
quences of a possible drought, In the near-term, the
government may do well to prepare a ready-te-roil out
action programme fo provide farmers a support system
and fallback mechanism to ensure that they aren’t con-
sumed by the severity of the impact, should there be a
drought. This could wol prove to be one of the toughest
tests yet for the year-oid Narendra Mogi government,
To minimise the annual concerns on this front, govern-
Tents at the Centre and the States will have {0 go
beyond mere mitigation strategies and work out a long-
term irrigation plan in an integrated and holistic man-
ner to optimise the groundwater potential as well,

If the forecast does come true, however, india could
be facing the 12¢th worst drought sinee 1950, Already hit
by unseasonal raip during the rabiseason, this poriends
further trouble during the kharif cyele, This could lead
to serious problems on the food front with consequenc-
es on the price situation, Already, lack of rural demand
is dragging the economy down. The inflation-focussed
Reserve Bank of India will have no more leeway to cut
the interest rate in such a situation. Three gquick rate

Govern  +  cuts by the RBI totalling 75 basis points this year have
- notreally seen any major reduction in lending rates by
banks at the ground level, With mounting stressed ag-
sets and poor credit off-take, the banking industry has
50 far chosen 1o be a reluctant actor in the play. The
missing X-Factor has conspired with the existing short-
falls in capacity utilisation to make the industry look .
forlorn. The siuation demands proactive action,
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Ganga can't be cleaned in 50 years: Joshi

VARANASY Toeing a Iine differ-
ent from his party-led govern-
ment on ambitious ‘Namarmi
Gange' programme, senior
RJIP leader Murali Manohar
Joshi on Friday said that the
Ganga can't be cleaned even
in next 50 vears the way the
project to clean the river was
being carried out.

Fxpressing his reservations
on clean Ganga project, Dr.
Joshi said cleaning the Ganga
would be a far-fetched dream
1ilt there was uninterrupted

water fiow in the river.

“Cleaning the Ganga would
be a far fetched dream till
there was an uninterrupted
flow of water in the river. The
river cannot be cleaned even
in next 50 years, they way riv-
er was being cleaned by divid-
ing it into small parts,
converting it into small
ponds,” Dr. J oshi said, adding
that the Ganga was our life-
Hne, and any threat to the
Ganga was a threat to our cul-
ture and tradition.

Cpwgaing L., ViR

''he senior BJP leader ad-
vocated for an uninterrapted
How of water in the Gangaand
guestioned Union Minister
Nitin Gadkar' s Inland water-

_ways project of Funning cruis-

es and large ships in the
Ganga for transportation of
heavy goods.

“1low will you run large
ships when big boats are tn-
able to meve on ihe river
(Ganga mein Jahaz chalana fo
door, badi nav bhi nahi chal
payengi, is yojana ko Iagu

karne se pakle Gange ki mau-
juda isthti ki jaanch karale).”

Yima Bharti's reaction

Meanwhile in Jalpur,
Tnion Water Resources Min-
ister Uma Bharti on Friday
gaid she would seek Murli Ma-
nohar Yoshi's views {o remove
shortcomings in the ‘Namami
Gange' programyme after he
questioned the project and
said that it would not be be
completed within two years. -
PTI
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Poor rain may not hit graln output

Data point to only
minor effect on
production

TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHE A deficient mon-
soon does not necessarily af-
fect  Indias  foodgrain
production severely. Since
1976, rainfall dropped by
more than 10 per cent over
the previous year nine times.
However, onlyin two of these
years, food production fell by
a corresponding percentage.
In the remaining seven, the
fall was minor, an analysis by

The Hindu shows.
The finding is in line with
nion Finance Minister

Arun Jaitiev's staternent on

Thursday that foodgrain pro-

duction would mot be affect-
ed in the event of deficient

Covering L, VIR

NOT ALL GLOOMY
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; Nuraber of times rainfall
has dropped by 10 % or

more slm 976

@ years saw food
production falling

of these only two.

by as much

OThisyearls | © Analysis
ararity asitd | shows food
he thesecond | management
" consecuiive will be more of
year of poor a problem than
production

rainfall

rainfall this year
This year, however, is a
rarity - if the forecast of the

India Meteorologicst De-
partment of deficient rainfall
hotids, then this would be the
second consecutive year 1o
experience the shortfall

“rhere could be a cause for
worry ... The effect on agri-
calture of deficient rainfall
fwo years in a row is muxch
more disastrous — the detri-
menta! effect can be more
thun double the effect of a
single year of deficient rain-

fail” former Planning Com-
mission  Member  and
economist Abhijt Sen told
The Hindu.

Mr. Sen pointed out that
the last fime India had fwo
consecutive years of def-
clent rainfall in 1986 and
1987, food production did de-
eHne, but # bounced back
sharply owing to surplus
rains in J988.

Data for the previous in-
cidence of back-to-back rain-
fall deficient years, 1904-05
and 1965-66, were not avail-
able.

Mz, Sen said that since this
was the first iime the IMD
had predicied a drought, it
was a very strong signal that
should not be played down.





