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CITIES » DELHI

New Delhi, June 6, 2016

No respite from heat wave in parts of North India
PTI

Parched times:Village women collect water from a well on a hot Sunday on the outskirts of Ajmer.– Photo: PTI

Sriganganagar hottest at 47.7 degrees Celsius; Met department predicts onset of the southwest monsoon over Kerala during the next two­
three days

There was no respite from heat in several parts of northern India with Sriganganagar and Phalodi in Rajasthan recording a maximum of over
47 degrees Celsius even as IMD predicted onset of the southwest monsoon over Kerala during the next two­three days.

The IMD said heat wave conditions prevailed at a few places over Rajasthan and at isolated places over Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat.

The national Capital continued to reel under heat wave conditions as mercury settled at 42.6 degrees Celsius, two notches above average,
while humidity oscillated between 85 and 40 per cent, making it tough for the people.

The MeT office here predicted possibility of duststorms and thunderstorms towards afternoon and on Monday night.

In Rajasthan, heat wave affected normal life in parts of the State, with mercury soaring to 47.7 degrees Celsius in Sriganganagar followed by
Phalodi at 47.5.

Kota, Barmer and Bikaner recorded maximum temperatures of 46.8, 46.5 and 46.2 degrees Celsius, whereas the day temperature in Jaipur,
Jaisalmer and Jodhpur was at 45.8, 45.5 and 45 respectively.

Heat wave sweeping Punjab and Haryana for the past several days continued unabated with Hisar recording 44.4 degrees Celsius, three
notches above normal.

Union Territory of Chandigarh recorded a maximum of 41 degrees Celsius, three notches above normal. In Punjab, Ludhiana recorded 43.8
degrees Celsius, four notches above normal.

According to the regional MeT Department, light rain or thundershowers are likely to occur at isolated places in the two States including
Chandigarh.

In Uttar Pradesh, where light to moderate rain and thundershowers occurred at isolated places, the maximum temperature was recorded in
Agra at 45.5 degree Celsius.

According to the Met department Siroligauspur received 5 cms precipitation, Dhaurahra 3 cms, and Nawabgunj and Pilibhit 1 cm each.

Day temperatures fell appreciably in Bareilly division and changed little in the remaining divisions of the State.

In Bihar, there was no respite from the heat where the State capital recorded a maximum of 39.4 degrees Celsius. In Gaya, the maximum
temperature was recorded at 41.2.

There was no report of rain from any part of the State, however, the MeT department there has predicted rainfall in north and east Bihar over
the next two days.

In Odisha, rainfall at several places kept the temperatures below 40 degrees Celsius through out the state except for Sonepur (42.5) and
Balangir (40)

State capital Bhubaneswar recorded a maximum of 34 degrees Celsius. Baripada received 29.6 mm rainfall and Koraput 27 mm. ­ PTI

http://www.thehindu.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/


6/6/2016 No respite from heat wave in parts of North India ­ The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/no­respite­from­heat­wave­in­parts­of­north­india/article8694857.ece 2/2





























































6/6/2016 The Statesman: ‘Rivers have become disease carriers’

http://www.thestatesman.com/news/opinion/­rivers­have­become­disease­carriers/146336.html 1/4

Monday, 06 June, 2016 
Updated 3:27 PM IST

 
  

OPINION
Tweet | |

‘Rivers have become disease carriers’
Asha Ramachandran | 04 June, 2016  |  |  | Take a survey

At árst sight, Dr Bhure Lal,

Chairman of the Environment

Pollution (Prevention and Control)

Authority for Delhi-NCR (EPCA),

appears to be a retired Army man or

bureaucrat. With a cheerful smile

and pleasant disposition, he hides a

keen mind which emerges with his

árst few words. It is no wonder that the Supreme Court appointed him EPCA

Chairman as well as member of the Pollution Monitoring Committee. 

Born and brought up in Delhi, he started his career in the Army. He then joined the

Indian Administrative Service and served as Secretary to the Chief Minister of Uttar

Pradesh. Moving to the Centre, he was the Director of Enforcement Directorate. He

worked with two Prime Ministers as Joint Secretary in the Prime Minister's Ofáce. He

was also Secretary, Central Vigilance Commission, Secretary of Ministry of Tribal

Affairs, Chairman, Food Corporation of India and Secretary, Coordination and Public

Grievances. A doctorate in Economics, Dr Bhure Lal's posting in diverse áelds gave

him the opportunity to see the problems of the country at close quarters and also

from the top. 

In a conversation, the EPCA Chairman touched upon the nerve of the pollution

problems facing the country and, in particular, the Capital. Excerpts: 

Concern over the environment is an old issue. A lot has also been done, both at the

policy level and the local level, to combat problems of pollution -- air, water and

soil. Yet pollution remains a matter of concern. Why? Where have we gone wrong? 

Pollution will always remain a problem because we are using the natural resources.

The earth can sustain 8 billion people. By 2050 we will be 9.1 billion. How can the

earth accommodate so many people? Naturally trends that will curtail the

population to sustainable level will set in. Scientists say by the close of the 21st

century, epidemics like cholera, TB, dysentery, diarrhoea, vector-borne diseases and

malaria will break out and adjust our population to 5.5 billion by 2100. 

So, when we overplay with natural forces, the result is inevitable. We will pollute

air, water and the earth. 

To sustain such a big population, how much chemical fertiliser have we dumped

into the soil? They are destroying the soil texture. Seepage will take place and

these chemicals will spoil the ground water. Imagine the number of districts in

India which are suffering from maladies due to arsenic, âuorides, iron, magnesium,
cobalt and zinc, all of which are carcinogenic. 
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Rivers are not carrying water but are disease carriers. River Ganga, from Kanpur up

to Kolkata, is called cancer valley. People are suffering from intestinal cancer. This is

the case with almost all our rivers. 

Groundwater availability will also be questionable if we don't resort to measures to

restore water quality and soil moisture. Water bodies have been destroyed and big

buildings have come up over them. 

Coming to air pollution, any technology (gadget) being installed is destroying the

ambient air quality. They use power and the source of power is hydel, diesel or coal,

all dirty sources of energy. Therefore, air pollution is inevitable. As population

grows, new technology comes up to meet new needs. And pollution is inevitable.

Technology must come to our rescue. We must adopt those technologies that

minimise the adverse impact of installing them. 

Source of energy must be a very clean one. When industry was run with mother-

daughter power, the air was not polluted. To avoid a repetition of Bhopal, we must

move away from polluting industries and turn to human-friendly technologies. The

problem of pollution will remain as long as man is there. But we can minimise it by

becoming scientiác in our approach. 

On government measures, I would say the adverse impact is much more than

mitigation factors adopted by policy makers. For instance, in 1998 the Supreme

Court had directed that only CNG-run taxis can run. Yet private diesel taxis have

been registered under cover of national permit. Our brains have a genius to defeat

even good policies. 

Public transport, road design and planning remain three bottlenecks. Your

comments. 

Transport planning must come before city planning or town planning. There are a

large number of unauthorised colonies. How can you regulate them? Cities must be

planned so that minimum transportation is required (for daily movement). A green

city is designed so that people can walk. In Delhi, you can't cross the road safely

without a car. So this type of planning should have been avoided. 

Unfortunately, transport planning was not given its due. Even those cities meant to

decongest Delhi are more overcrowded than Delhi, such as Gurgaon and Noida. 

At the same time roads have been designed badly. They are accident prone.

Planners have not taken into account parking aspect and congestion is high. Slow

moving vehicles are more polluting. We have ignored the (development of) public

transport simultaneously with the city. This also culminates in law and order

problem and safety of women. 

In Delhi, the High Court directed there should be 11,000 buses. We have hardly

5,000. Thanks to the Metro the situation has eased. But there must be an effective,

dependable and reliable public transport system. All must move hand in hand. It

has not happened and the result is the catastrophe we face on the roads today --

trafác jams, congestion and pollution. 

  Would you advocate economics to be the way out to tackle this issue of rising

pollution? 

Initial economic incentives are an investment to motivate people to adopt

environment-friendly practices. Once they are adopted, they will repay much more.

For instance, in water, a three-dollar investment in water cleaning will yield returns

up to 34 dollars.  Similarly, measures to tackle solid waste can be economical to the

system. Say, in air pollution, we are spending so much money to tackle diseases.

Investment here will motivate people to go clean. For industries too, investment to
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minimise water consumption and waste generation (makes economic sense). The
RRR (reduce, recycle and reuse) mantra is the correct path. 

Would you term the odd-even scheme in Delhi to regulate trafác a success? 

It is an emergency measure. People will cooperate. But if it is made regular, people

will ánd alternative means, like a second car or hire taxis or do some other

manipulation. 

How much impact was caused by forest áres? Also farm áres... 

Forest áres are dangerous. Enough environment damage is caused by them. The

impact will be felt over long distances. Forest áres must not happen. Stubble

burning has been banned. This is a welcome measure. 

You have called for a move away from fossil fuel towards renewable sources.

Shouldn't we look at energy mix as a árst step? 

It is a process. No fossil fuel is clean. Petrol is cleaner than diesel. CNG is cleaner

than petrol. But all pollute. We need to have a source of energy that is clean. It is a

process that will take time to reach the stage of (using) solar energy which is not

supposed to be polluting. In between we have to go through hybrid, ethanol mix

and fuel that is less polluting as compared to diesel and petrol. 

The ecologically sensitive Yamuna Bank is steadily being encroached upon,

including by government utilities and now by builders. How can we hope to clean

the river? 

It will be encroached. It is vote politics. So long as there is vote politics,

encroachment will be there. Not just in Delhi, but in Faridabad, colonies have come

up right on the river bank. If the present bus depot is relocated, the place will just

become a dumping ground or will be  encroached upon by builders. To really ánd a

solution we must rise above politics.
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