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SS Jomr.
. Former Chairman, CACP
HE Government of India has

* prices of rabi crops on the recom-

4. mendation of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).-The
commission has a system of determining
the prices of agricultural commodities.

Every season, twice a year, the commission.

submitsits report to the Ministry of Agrieul

ture well in time before the plantation/sow-

ing of crops. The government, too, is Sup-
- posed to announce the MSPs well before
the planting/sowing time so that farmers
may plan their eropping plans accordingly.
Often, however, the announcements get
delayed in. the administration channels.
This year again, it has been announced

- when the paddy plantation is about to fin- -

ish. The time for the other crops is also over.
The government goes lax probably because
it does not see much scope for farmers to
adjust their cropping plans as per the MSPs
assured. This delay negates one of the three
important mandates of the CACP: adjust-

- ment of the cropping pattern to the chang-

- ing consumption patterns in the country.

. The second mandate of the commission
is to recommend MSPs that will keep the
farmers in business. In case the market
prices drop to the uneconomic level, the
government would stand as a buyer of last
resort so that market clearance takes place
above those prices. For this purpose, the
Food Corporation of India was created to
procure the commodities of wheat and rice,
the Cotton Corporation of India to procure
cotton and NAFED was to be the nodal
agency for coarse grains. De facto, focus
remained on wheat and rice only. Cotton

announced the minimum support

The goverhmént is playing politics with MSP, ignoring the economics of it. Theisste is rot the

CROF{ MSP: CACP gives a p‘rige that helps’ keép the farmer in business. TRIBU'NVE PHOTO

for kharif crops. The question is vvhy these hikes were

was purchased mainly to meet the require-
ments of the government ginning mills.
NAFED never took its mandate seriously.
For sugarcane, it remained as advisory rec-
ommendations only. The rest of the crops
did not have any procurement programme
to support the MSPs. These prices are,
therefore, just by name and redundant in
their very nature. Therefore, the announce-
ment of MSPs for all other crops, except for
wheat and rice, is a meaningless announce-
ment, as usual. This negates the second
mandate of the CACP to ensure prices of all
agricultural commodities so as to not put
the farmers out of business.

The third objective is to keep in mind the
interest of the consumers. Through time,

this mandate has been forgotten. The eco-
nomics of the system is that 9,000 farms in

 the country are selected scientifically (ran-

domly), of which data are collected through
cost-accounting methods, wherein supervi-
sors are appointed. Every SUpEervisor
records data of all inputs — material, phys-
ical and monetary, from every farmer of the
cluster on a daily basis. These data are
placed with the universities and, in turn,
special cells in the universities make sum-
mary tables of the data and supply them to
the Econemic and Statistical Adviser (ESA)
of the Ministry of Agriculture. The ESA

- works out the average cost of production for

every crop and supplies it to the CACP. The
cost of production is taken of the major

~ bution System, international market trends

growing states for every crop and extreme

cases are dropped. This takes about two
years. Many farmers have been question-

ing the cost of production; but no better
“method has been suggested so far. - -

- and industries- concerned throughout the
* year and travels to major producing states-
of different erops for extensive discussions

.available, requirements of the Public Distri-

and consumer price index, the commission,
comprising experienced farm economists,

an informed judgment of the MSPs for
EVery crop every season and submits it to.

to complement the price recommendation
in the interest of the farm economy; con-
sumer concerns and overall impact of the
recommendation. Here the economics in

the determination of the MSPs ends and

 the role of the commission is over.

It is from here that the politics of MSPs .
begins and distortions in the CACP recom- :
mendations start, at times so much that the

CACP appears to be an unnecessary and
redundant attachment to the political sys-
tem. I often wonder how far even the
Swaminathan Commission was more com-
petent than the CACP to render its advice
on the levels.of MSPs! My observation on
their recommendation was "either that
commission did not have an economist or if

they had any, he did not know economics”.

Thereis no other organisation that can han-

The CACPalso has tokeep in mind many
‘other variables to fulfill its three mandates,
ommission meets state government
_representatives, ministries, corporations .

~ in situ. Then keeping in mind the stocks

. the government. The commission also
makes several non-price recommendations

ot the level of increase in the MSP -
made on the eve of elections.

dle more competently the question of farm
prices and related non-price issues. The
government needs fo give due place to this

commission while deciding the MSPs.
 Unfortunately, that s exactly what the gov-

ernment does not do and of Iate the devia-

‘tion and arbitrariness in the announce- !

‘ments have increased considerably, = =
When I was the Chairman of the CACP
from 1987 to 1991, once Bhajan Lal; then -

~ Agriculture Minster, increased the cotton -
- MSP for the central region, wherein also

falls Haryana, by Rs 5 per quintal above
the = commission's recommendations,”

- which we corrected the next season with,
 Scathing remarks. THen, Rajiv Gandhi
i géve a Rs-10-per-quintal bonus on paddy -
nominated farmer representatives and  price: ) '

~ prices on the eve of the General Election.
presided over by a farm economist, makes -

This changed the structural balance of the - -

~ prices which was got corrected the hext

season by increasing the wheat prices by

‘Rs 10 per quintal. Those were the days

when the recommendations of an éxpert

. economics body (CACP) had the upper |

hand and, though fully empowered to do

50, the government rarely and only mar-

ginally changed its recommendations, and =~
those got corrected the next season.” =
However, times have changed and the
government has started playing politics of
MSPs, ignoring the economics of it. T am
not questioning the level of increase in the
MSPs of the kharif crops. The questionis of
the basis on which these increases are giv-
en on the eve of the impending parliamen-
tary elections. If these increases are given
on the recommendations of the CACB this

.commission.is suspect of having been

influenced. Also, unfortunately, there is no
word on the non-price recommendations.
Are there no such recommendations or
have those been ignored, as usual?




gets warmer,
expect intense,

extreme rain

MO NET GAIN Short bursts of extreme precipitation
do not reduce water stress or help recharge the water
table. Instead-, they often lead to flash floods

Malavika Vyawahare
= letters@hindustantimes.com

ntense bursts of rain and continu-
ous downpours have increased
across townsand citiesoverthepast
few decades, with Bangalorereceiv-
ing 35% of its annual average rain-
fall this year even before the onsetof the
monsoon. Lastyear, Ahmedabad (180mm
in24 hours) and in 2005, Mumbai Metro-
politan Region gotflooded whenitdidn't
stop pouring (994 mmina24hours).

“Thenumberofdays withheavyrain-
fallisincreasing and thenumber of days
with light rainfall is decreasing,” M
Mohapatra, senior official at the India
Meteorological Department (IMD), said.
“The same amount ofrainfallishappen-
ingover afewerdays.”

The monsoon season is a dangerous
and unsettling time in India, with most

deaths reported from heavy rains and

flooding in the four months of rain from
June to September.

“Increasing trends in daily extreme
precipitationin Indiahave beenobserved
duringtherecentdecades,” saidarecent
studypublished in Geophysical Research
Lettersin June thisyear.

“Moreover, urbanareasinIndiahave
witnessed eccentric precipitation
extremesin the past, which haveaffected
human livesandinfrastructure.”

Between 1950 and 2017, India has
reported 285 floods that have impacted
850 million people, left 19 million home-
less and killed about 71,000. In the past
decade. Flood damagehasled tolossesof
%206 billion every year, according tothe

International Disaster Database.

Buttheshortburstsofextreme precip-
itation worry scientists.

Such events may boost the total
amountofrainfallbutthey donotneces-
sarilyreduce water stressor significantly
recharge the water table.

Onthecontrary, muchoftheraindis-
charge is difficult to manage and often
causes flash floods, which are detrimen-
taltoinfrastructure.

Incidences of extreme rainfall, that
precipitate flooding, are projected to
increase asthe planet warms. Indiaisnot
just proneto weather-related disasters.
Its high population density and poor
infrastructure also put more people at
higherrisk.

In the last two years alone, 25 million
peoplehave sufferedimpactsfromheavy
rains andfloodsand atleast 2,000 people
havediedin these episodes.

In India, both large-scale floods from
continuous heavy downpours and flash
floods from sudden bursts of rain are
expected to strike more often.

“A warming climate will cause more
intenseand morefrequentextremerain
events,” Vimal Mishra, a climate scien-
tist at IT Gandhinagar and co-author of
the paper, said. The increase in rainfall
extremes is being driven by anthropo-
genic warming, Mishra and his col-
leaguessaid ina 2018 paper, noting thatin
the worst case scenario of unchecked
greenhouse gas emissions, such events
willincrease significantly over south and
central India by 2050.

“For cities, daily rainfall data is not

that helpful, even 5-10 minutes of heavy .
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= The monsoon season is a dangerous and unsettling time in India, with most deaths reported from heavy rains and flooding in the four months from Ji

rain canfloodacity and posearisktothe
infrastructure,” Mishra said.

Whichis why thescientistis callingfor
improving understanding of sub-daily
rainfall patterns that include rainfall
spurts over less than 24 hours. “There
isn’t enough focus on sub-daily rainfall
events,” hesaid.

A paper by Mishra and his team
showed that such shortdurationrainfall
events that can trigger flash floods are
even moresensitiveto warming tempera-
tures than 24-hour rainfall extremes.

Ifthereisanincreasein average tem-
peraturesof 1° Celsius, there would bea
greaterincreaseinthe eventsof sub-daily
rainfall extremesthan daily extremes.

The researchers found that the fre-
guency ofsuch events wouldinereaseby
20% if global temperature rises by 1.5°
Celsiusand by 25% if they increase by 2°
Celsius over pre-industriallevel. Other
researchers havereached similar conclu-
sions about widespread extreme rains
that causes flooding.

“Welooked at the entire country and
found a threefold increase in widespread
extremeraineventsover centralIndia,”
Roxy Mathew Koll, aclimate scientistat
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune, said. “Barringafew pocketsof the
country, the country overallis likely to

seeanincreaseinsuchevents.”
Widespread rainfalleventsthat occur
over multiple days and cover a large
swathe of area (runninginto thousands of
square km) are known to cause large-
scalefloods. The 2005 Maharashtra flood
on July 26 and July 27, which led toover

. 1,000deathsacross thestate and brought

Mumbai to a standstill, is an example of
this. When temperature increases, it
raises the moisture-holding capacity of
the atmosphere.

Scientistshavereportedanincreasein
moisture contentin the atmosphere over
the Indian subcontinent.

While this may soundlike good news,
thedistributionoftheraineover spaceand
time muddies such a straightforward
understanding. - :

More rain is not a blessing when itis
dumped over short periods of time.

It’'snotjustlocal warming, butregion-
wide warmingthatishavinganimpacton
India’s rainfall patterns, according to
Koll. “It is not the local temperatures,
warming thatisnotevenexactly over the
Indian subcontinent hasresulted inmore
moisture availability,” he explained.

“Itis coming from the Arabian Sea, so
warming elsewhere will also impact
extremerainfalleventsover Indian sub-
continent,” Koll said.

When it rains misery

Major floods =

and heavy \> . -~ 10
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rainfall, in Mumbai on Tuesday. p1i

Heavy rain paralyses Mumbai yet again

MUMBAI, DHNS: Local train

services and road traffic in -

Mumbai were disrupted af-
ter rain lashed the city since
Monday evening. The heavy
overnight showers threw life
out of gear for Mumbaikars. -

Inthelast 36 hours, Mumbai
and its suburbs have received
rainfall between 130 mm to
225mm.

The services in Western

Railways were paralysed after
a part of East Western Rail-

- way foot over bridge collapsed

towards Andheri east station.

The Harbour and Main lines

were slowed down due to the
waterlogging at several places
like Sion, Matunga and Kurla.
Roads in several parts of
Mumbai were waterlogged.

feegeams ( ae

AT )

In north-west Mumbai water-
logging condition prevailed
at places including Andheri
subway.

Mumbai Police has issued

an advisory wammg people of
trafficcongestion.
However, heavy rainfall has
no major.impact on the Chha-
trapati Shivaji International
Airport. There were reports

ABOVE: A municipal employee TET pedestz ians aboutan open manhole as water floods the streets during heavy

of six go-arounds (an aborted
landing of anaircraftthatis on
finalapproach) andfour diver- .
sions, however, there were no
substantial delays.

A dozen incident of com-

poundwall collapses were also

reported. The IMD has pre-
dicted more rain in Mumbai
and its suburbs over the next
48 hours.
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