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MAMATA CALLSALL-PARTYMEETON8AUG

WILLDISCUSS FLOOD SITUATIONIN THE STATE GUV BACKS CM'SMOVETOMEET PM ON 11 AUGUST FOR FINANCIAL PACKAGE

. STATEEMAN NEWD SERVICE
* Holkatz, 4 August

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee has called an all-

 party meeting on 8 August

in Nabanna todiscuss ficod

" situationin the state, which

the CPEM described as “a
belated move taken under
pressure from the Opposi-

- tHon parties™.

Governor KN Tripathi,
who had an aerial view of
some of the flood-hitareas,
fustified the chief minister’s
decision to meet the Prime
Minister on 11-12 August
regarding the ravagescaused

by the flood in the state. "1

LAV REL

personaliy surveyed the
flood affected districts for
about an hour and realised
that the chief minister has
taken a judicious decision
to meet the Prime Minister

" seeking fund for the flood -

ravaged districts, " the Gov-
ernor said while attending

© a programine at the state
- Assembiy

On the other hand, both

' theleader of the Opposition

. Surja Kanta Mishra and

Congress Legisiature Party
ieader Md Sohrab wrote {o

. Miss Baneriee demanding
- adiscussionwith ail parties.

{1 Mishra, however, said

Wateriogglng at the y of Fine Arts in Kelkata on Wednesday, (R During the rains in Koikata on Wednesday, =Biswaiit Ghoshal,

he had not yet received any
official communication in
this regard.

Earlier, both the CPI-M
andthe Congress hadalleged
that the state government
wasn't taking them info con-
fidence to combat the ongo-
ing flood situation.

The floods elaimed two
more lives today taking the
death toll to 85.

A total of 62 lakh people

of 235 blocks in the 12 dis
tricts have been affected.

Miss Banerjee will meet
Prime Minister Narendra
Modion 11 August in Deihi
to discuss the flood situation
and seek a financial pack:
age for Bengal.

Slamming thechief mif
ister for her “arrogance” in
conducting relief opera-
tions oniy by her government
agencies, Left Front chair

man Biman Bosesajd "such
a move is unheard of in
post-independence West
Benga! which has the tra
dition of all-out couperation
to reach sucecour to the vic
tims during any natural
calamify”™

Mr Bese lashed out at
the DVC for causing deteri-
oration in the flood situation
in 12 districts and flayed the
state government for “ignor-

ing the meteorological office
forecasts about formation of
a cyclonic condition in the
Arabian sea and conse
quently in the Bay of Ben-
gal”, The BiP willattend the
ail party meeting convened
by the chief minister Miss
Mamata Baneriee on £
August, state BJP president
Mr Rahul Sinha said {oday.

He said that instead of
callinganall party meeting

the chief minister should
have sef up an inspection
team comprising repre
sentatives of all political pur
ties to visit the Sood torn
areas. He maintained that
the all party meeting woudd
be just an eve wash as only
the chief minister would
speak and the others wouid
be mute spectators,

In a statement issued
today My Siddharth nath

Singh, ali Indiageneral sec-

retary of BJ?P in charge of
Wast Bengal said thateven
when there was a naturai
calamity caused by floods in
‘West Bengai, Hon'ble CM
Mamata Baneriee cannot
give up her arrogance. Few
days back she had said that
her Govt, wilinotbegs any-
one for money This was a
very unfortunate comment
during crisis when Lakhs of
families are affected due ic
ficods in Bengal.

Partho visits Singur: My
Partha Chatterjee todar
paid a visit to the floot
affected areas in Singm
Haripal and supervises
relief operations.

Mr Chatteriee wa
accompanied by TMC dis
trict President Mr Tapa
Basgupta.district magh
trate Mr Beccharam Mann
and other senior distri
oftficials,

Mr Chatterjee met
fiood vietims who have take
shelter in the camps. E
held an administrative mes
ing with the senior officia
of the district. He urge
them {o distribute wal
purifving tablets and ensu
checking of epidernic ol
break.
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Aravali, Yamuna biodiversity parks show the way

Tines News Nevwois

New Delhi: The key to successful plan-
taiion difives in cities is, perhaps, simy-
iating how forests grow organically Yoy
also have to choose the nalive $pecios
that is suited for that speeific ecological
range. The two biodiversity parks ynder
I3elli Development Authority (DAY —
Vamuna to the north and Aravali in the
south - have been developed on these
two principles.

These parks doen't just have a vard
ety of native tree species, creating a
dense earopy They have several varie-
tics of shrubs, grasses, aguatic plants
and herbs to create layers akin toareal
forest,

Any land, even a wasteland, ean e
revived with this type of planned planta-
fion,” says M Shah Hussain, seiontist in-
charge at the Aravali niodiversity park,
“We had mining pits here ang the el
was i a very degraded state. The insidos
of the mining pits and surrounding are
as were moist, demanding species suiteed
to o slightly moist range while the rest
i dry We decided to plant nat ive forost
communiiies that are commonty found
from Mount Abu to Udaipur, Hatyana

ARAVALI BIODIVERSITY PARK | Plantation starte
feet. Today, it's about 30-40 feet for most trees

! Bt i LT |
Plants NN 900 |
Birds ¥4 192
Butterflies ¥ 106
Mammals 18
Reptites | 35
IR 1 11 - pand
e Shaltakifsalad,
kadat, kKhejar, dhaw,
xapar, katiaya, dudhi,
khair, ber
Cenchrys
| giliaris, chrysopogon
| fulvus, heteropogon,
| eromopogon

Thalki arsd elsewliere,” The park was akso
designed to attract the bivd and animal
species usually seen in the Aravalis.
“Phe interaction between varions
species is important, There is always o
natural cycie of Bow which starts with
decomposers that add nutrients to the

soif that leads to growth of urasses
herhs, shruls and trees, That's how the
food chaly forms. It's Hnportant that in
any plantation we consider the entine
eyele.” explains Hussain

After almost 10 vears of planting
saplings here. the park now hoasts of

Plantation began in 2003
Most trees have canopy
| helght of over 25 feet
planys SN 300
Grass K100
gircs 1B 200
Snakes 9
Butterflies 79

bragonfies/ 78
damseiflies

Asan, haidu, junghi kadamb,
fharar, bahera, amla, gurian,
simu!, khejtd, arjun, sissoo,
khalr

quite a few rare sightings, Hke the Indt
an Pitta and the Oriental Pled Hornbill.
Some mining pits act as rainwater stor
age sites and bave got ransformed into
seasons! wetlangs, There are about &
myndred acres of prasslands too, a habi-
tat for many birds of prey. muniya baya

. 1 weaver bird - partridges, shrikes, a
variety ol ingects and snakes,

The Yamuna biodiversity park, on
the otler hand, repiicates the river
floodpiain ecology where the ground
water table is comparatively mucl higl-
er “The survival rates were high here
heeause we targeted and planted only
the Yamuna species. A dedicated team
was constitinted 1o monitor and protect
the saptings from catile or disease. The
cther important aspect of planning the
park was to create three to four storeys
of forests starting with grasses or leg
mues up to the top canopy that’s now
miare thay 251 high,” explains Faiyaz A
Kluadsar scientist incharge at the park.
Legumes ke rlymeosia also grow here.
Similar emphasis is on aguatic plants
like lotuses and water Hes.

CR Babu, Professor Emeritos, Defli
Universiiy and head of Center for En-
vivonmental Management of Degraded
Reosystems (CEMDE), the brain behind
the plurtation projects, says native spe-
cles suvive better becanse they grow in
their original ecosysiem while the for-
oign ones Create @ 1ew eCosystein, The
same phalting process is being followed
in Fikpat valley
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¥ days of sultry waather and no

mzn, parts of the city received heavy showers on

Wednesday .
» Howewvey; this'did not mnsge to bring down
t?nperatm'es with the mahmum settling at at
1 degrees Celsius, whick is'two degrees abovi
normal, and the minimum temperature settling
T at26 degrees Celgius.
The weather station at Safdarjung, which is
the official station of the city, recorded 0.2 som
of rainfall in the past 24 houzs ending at 8 30

7 p.m. During the day, the statien recorded 0.8

mun of rain, which was much lower than that at
the Palam, Ghaziabad, Ridge and Pitampura sta-
tions that recorded 10,7 mm, 33.0 muyh, 28.2 mm,

.and 30 mm of rain respectively on Wednesday,

. according to the MeT department. Humidity
* levels oscillated between 68 and 88 per cent.

The forecast for August 6 reads cloudy sky
with the pessibility of ramfthundershowers in

| many areas,

The maximum and minimum femperatures
are Hkely to be between 34 and 26 degrees Celsi-
us respectively. .

Cloudy weather with chances of rain are likely
to.continue il August 11.

. Civie agencies across the city did not receive
many complaints of water ioggmg, gven though
there were reports of delays in traffic and water
logging at areas near the Azadpur fiyover, Zhaki-
ra and Inderlok, Minto Road and the Outer Cir-
cle in CP, among others. :




Flood situation improves
aches 854

in Bengal, toll re

KOLKATA, AUGUSTS -

The flood situstion in West
Renga!l  showed
improvement  today op
accosthi of little or no rainfalt
gince yesterday and a
reduced quantily of waler
discharge from barrages
upstream, even as the death
toll rose t0 85.

Two more deaths were
reported today, taking the toll
t0 85, sources in the Disaster
Management
said. “Alogether, 2,546 relief
camps have been set up to
sheiter over 456 lakh
marconed pecple and nearly
667 medical camps opened,”
the sources said, adding the
total number of affecied peo-
ple was nearly 63 Iakh.

As many as 1,12,235 houses
were damaged and 3,78,184
houses damaged partly. The
crop over an area of 8,20435
hectares has been damaged,

Chief Minister Mamata
Baneriee has demanded ade-

further -

Department

e

People wade ' in Kolkata on Wednesday, FTt

Rijiju surveys landslide-hit Manipur

IMPHAL: Union Minister of State for Home Kiren Ri}‘i}u on
Wednesday made an aerial susvey ofthe landslide and flood-
nit areas in Manipur, He said T8.5 crore would be sanctioned

immediately fFom the National

Hisaster Response Foroe

fund for relief work in the state on his returmn 1o Delht, — P}

guate funds from the Cenire
for the post-flood work. She
has sought an appointment
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during her vist to
Dethi on August 11 and 12fo
place her demands for flood

damages from the National

Disaster Relief Fund. The
CM, who blamed the
Damodar Valley Corporation
for an “abnormal” release of
water aggravating the fiood
fury, said she would raise the
issue during his meeting
with the PM. — PTI '
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. Hindustan Times { Delhi) The Assam Tribune { Guwahati } The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
 SHERATTT SIS | et ) The Times of india { Mumbai } The Deccan Chroaical { Hyderabad }
The Tribune { Chandigarh } The Tetegraph { Kolkata ) Central Chronical { Bhopal
The Hindu { Chennat ) Bsgoars ( qgan )

* TRAFFIC
JANS, SWEATY
WEATHER
FOLLOW RAIN ‘

HY Correspondent
u hreporters@hindustatimes oo

NEW DELHE: Scattered rain lashed
the Capital on Wednesday even
as high humidity brought little
relief fo residents.

Aceording to a Met depart-
ment official, between 8.30am
and 5.30pm, the rain gauge at
Safdarjung recorded 0.8 min of
rainfall while areas under Ridge,
Palar and Lodhi Road recorded
8.2, 107 mmand L8 mmof
rains during the same period.

The rain triggeved waterlog-
ging at several places, causing
traffic jams. According fo Helhi
Police, traffic jams werereported
at ITD and Connaugght Place in
ceniral Delhi, Shadipur Depot in
west Dathi and Dhawla Kuan, and
Ashram in south Delhi

“The magimum temperature
was recorded at 35.1 degrees
Celsius, two notches above the
season's average, while the mink
g temperatire wasrecorded at

_ B4degreesCelsins, whichisnor: |

< nai for this time of the year The
humidity inair oscilated between
5% and 88%," the official said.

On Thursday, Deihi can
expect a generally clondy
sky along with the possibil
ity of rain in many areas.
On Tuesday, the maximum tem
perature settled at 37 degrees
while the minimum was 26
degrees Celsius.

# Rain on Tuesday afternoon
catsed a fam at 710,
SONU MEHTAHT
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The Tribune { Chandigarh }
The Hindu { Chennai}

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of india { Mumbai

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
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warning, railways deny

Sravani Sarkar and
Yogendra Pratap Singh
= addiforbhopal @hindisiandimes.com

BHGPAL: Loca] weather officials
said 2 heavy rain warning was
issued to the radl division under
wizich the accident spot in Harda
fails, but railway authorities cone
tested that saying another train
passed safely 16 minutes before
the incident and there was no
apprehansion.

The accident could not have
been prevented at alf as # was
a “natural calamity due to
unprecedented rain in a short
fime”, railway minister Suresh
Prabhu said amid reports that
the raliways ignored amefeoro-
logical warning. The Regional

Meteorclogical Centre (RMC}
said i sent out a warning of
‘heavy to very heavy rainfail in
some areas of Hoshangabad divi-
sion, under which Harda falls.

“We send cut weatherrelated
warnings fo different agencles
tisted with the state relief com-
missioner's office and the rail-
way office is one of them,” RMC
director Anupam Kashyap: said.

However, divisions] railway
manager Rajeev Kumar told HT
N such warning was received,

“The section has existed for
50 years and never before has
any such ineident happened. A
train passed the same section
10 minutes before the accident,
thus there was no such appre-
hension,” he said.

The Deccan Hearld { Benglury )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad }

Central Chronical { Bhopat )
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TWIN TRAIN DERAILM

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru }
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopat )

Two derailed trains #e next to each other following flash floods near Harda in Madhya Pradesh. arp

Flood triggered mishaps; 29 dead

HARDA (MP), AHGUST
Twenty-nine persons  were
killed when two trains derailed
while crossing a railway bridge
struck by fash floods in Harda
distriet of Madhya Pradesh last
right, sending 17 coaches and
anengine fumbling into arain-
swollen river.

The {win derallments that
occurred around the same ime
(around 11.39 pm) last night
mvelved the Viranasi-bound
Kamayar ixpress from Mum-
bal and the Mumbaibound
Janta Fxpress originating from
Paina that was coming from
theopposite direction. Officials
said 25 persons were injured
and over 250 rescized.

There were conflicting ver-
siong on the exact number of
casuatiies in the accidents that
occurred between Khitldys and

Bhirangi stations on Khandwa-

wwThe prima facie cause of the tragedy is stated to be a flash
flood dueto heavy rain.®  Surash Prabhy, asowe vt {11 RAMA ShBin)

®6f believe this twin mishaps) happened because of
natural reasons and not because of human error, Wherever
there is black cotton soil, there is bound 1o be soil erosion,
Rakiway is serious about safety, and we constantly

monitor our tracks, ™

* PM Narendra Modi has

announced an ex gratia of

T2 lakh for the kin of sach
of those killed in the twin
trais; deraiiments

® The seriously injured wili

g6t ¥50,000 each from
the PM's Relief Fund

~ #The relief will be in addi-

tion to the assistance
atready announced by
the Railways

Harsi section, 1680 km from
Bhopal, after 500m rai} tracks
over a small bridge sank n a
sudden surge of water caused
by a heavy rain in the area.

that of 13 men, 11 women and
five children, have been recav-
ered so far from the mishap
site” sald MP Covernment
spokesman Anupam Rajan,

CONTINGED ON Pi)
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FROM PAGE 1 .
Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu, however, told Parlia-
ment that as per information
available, 12 passengers wre
killed. Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM), Bhopal,
Alok Kumar said 11 passen-
gers of the Janta Express and
one from the Kamavani
Express were found dead,
Madhya Pradesh ChiefMin-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said 25 passengers had been
killed in the mishap while 50
were injured. Twelve bodies
were found inside the

derafled train coaches, he told
reporters at the mishap site,

Prabhu said a flash flood -

caused the swollen Machak fo
overfiow and wash out a sec-
tioh of the rail tracks, leading
to devailment of the two
{rains, "The prima facie cause
of the incident is stated to be
flash flood due fo heavy
rains,” Prabhu told the Rajya
Sabha amid a din created by
slogan-shouting Opposition
mérnbers.

"We felt a sudden jerk. When

-we opened the door and

checked, there was waer

everywhere. [n no time, the
frain tilted and we all got
trapped and remained stuck
for three hours,” a survivor
said. "The water level on the
track was almost waisi-high”
said another survivor.

Though the MP Govern-
ment said 21 coaches of the
swo trains had derailed, Alok
Kumar said seven coaches of
the Janta Express and is
engine; and 10 of the
Kamayani Express had
derailed.

"Prima facte, i appears that
the cause behind the mishap

Flood triggered mishaps; 29 killed

was heavy rain that was never
witnessed in Harda region in
my Tecent memory, Due to i,
support materiai under the
fracks got washed away and

* the overhead contact of the

enging got disconnected
because of which the trains
got stranded on the tracks
over the bridge on the
ordergd anincpairy into the fwin
deraiiments and announced
an enhanced ex gratia of Rs 2
lzkh sachiothe nextofthekin
of deceased. —PTI
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Villagers in Manipur mend
broken bridges themselves

Ratnadip Choudhury

GUWAHATE Every day, NTS
Plowish used to cross the
Chakpikarong bridge to reach
his workplace in Thoubal dis-
trict, the concrete bridge being
the only connectivity for vt
lagers ir: Chandel distsict fike
him,

The flash flood on July 31,
hawever, broke the chief source
oftivelihood for 40,000 people
in about 40 villages in the two
disteicts it Manipus, catting
them off from the rest of the
state. “Weare cut off since July
31, Plowish 1old Deccan Herald
by phoene. “Two concrete
bridges have been broken. We
Tosthouses, harvest and roads.”

“Noone knows the extent of
damage to the properties. We
are donating money from our
pocket to build makeshift
bridges. Are we not Indians? Is
not our plight being noticed?”
asked a tearfui Plowish.

l.ocals said they had to
search the body of a villager

The temporary bridge built by villagers after Chakpiiarong

hridige — that serves more than 40,000 people of both
Thoubat and Chandet districts of Manipur— collapsed on July
31 due to fiash floods, DEEPAK GINAM

drowned in the Hoods after
calls for help to the anthorities
did not yield desired result.
Deing things for themselves
without depending on the gov-
ernmient seemed like a recur-
ring theme in the continuing
tragedy of flash floods in the
ares, Fhe state government has
come under condemnation for
its stow reaction to the flood.
Since Sunday, villagers from

beth the districts are risking
their lives to place bambeo
sticks on the broken parts of
the bridge above the danger
ouslyoverflowing Chakpi river
1o restore connectivity,

By Monday morning, they
indeed succeeded m putting up
the makeshift bridge, even as
the river showed signs of re-
ceding.

DH News Service
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Flood
situationin
UPgrim;toll
reaches 58

LUCKNOW, DHNS: The flood
situation in Uttar Pradesh re-
maing grim on Tuesday with
several rivers contining to be
inspate.

‘Thetoli in flood and rains re-
fated incidents have reached 58
with three more deaths report-
ed from various parts of the
state.

Reports said waters of
Ghaghrd, Sharda, Ramganga
and Tons rivers inundated
large tracts of a; ricultoralland
in Lakhimpus-Kheri, Ba-
haraich, Gonda and other dis-
tricts, forcing thousaads to
flee.,

The Ganges and Yamuna
rivers have been rising at Alia-
habad inundating many low ly-
ing arens. Hundreds have fled
Allahabad's flooded areas.

Experts said heavy rain in
neighbouring Nepal resulted
in floeding of Sharda and other
rivers.

i el e B e e
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OVERFLOWING: People sit on a boat on a fiooded road in Ghatal, some 95 km south of Kotltata, on Tuesday. AFp

Bengal flood toll rises, 60 lakh affected

HOLKATA, DHNS: the flood
sitvation insouthern West
Bengai remained grimon
Tuesday with the death toll
reaching around 50. Almost
&0 lakh peopie were in utter
gistress evern as the water
leve! in most rivers in the re-
gion started receding.

Gevernment sources said
around a lakh houses were sub-
merged white several thousand
hectares of agricultural fand
were damaged across 12 dis-
ricts of the state.

“Close to 80 lakh hectare of
| farmland have been damaged

and more than 10,000 cattle
have been lost,” said Chief Min-
ister Banerjee, whom Union
Hosme Minister Rajnath Singh
assuved the Centre's help in
resclie Operations,

'The damage in the agricud-
ture sector haslefz a serious a-
fect on the markes,

Prives of vegetables and oth-
er food items have shet up
sharply and aithough state
Agriculsure Minister Purnendu
Rasu felt things were under
control and the prices wouldnt
spiral even if the flood water
receded after a week, other

quarters had. different
thoughts. “The acute shortage
of vegetablescoudd keep prices
sky high for the next 3-4
months,” said a member of the
chief minister’s task force on
agriculture. The farmers’ or-
ganisations also believe thatthe
worstis yet 1o come.

1n Kolkata and adjoining ar-
eas, onion is seiling at Rs 30 a
kitogram {kg) compared to Rs
38 from before the floed.

Prices of other vegetables
have also shot up by atieast Rs
10-20 2 Ke. While farmers’ or-
ganisations apprehend prices

ofbrinjal and cabbage to shoot
up over the next month, chillies
are currently going at RS 1202
kg, which was Rs 80 even 10
days ago.

Quer 4 laih in camps

Meanwhile, soarces in the state
Disaster Management TFask |
Force {DMTF), which has
placed over four lakh peoplein
arvound 2,500 relief camps
across South Bengal, said the
maximum casualties were
caused by lightning strikes,
structural collapse, electrocu-
tion, drowning and snake bites.

...... — hd
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ENGALURU: A couple of dis-
tricts inthe State continued to

| Teceive good rainfall on Tyes.
! day too. Uttar Kannada, Shiy-
| armogga and bartsof Tumaja-

i

i distriers have received

| raing.

Mensoon was active in -

The Assam Tribune { Guwahlati }
The Times of india { Mumbat )

far Kannada distriet and all
the three regions, the Coasta!
region, the Malnad regionand
the plains, received goodrain-
falt on Tuesday,

Bhatkal, Honnavar and
Ankola in the coastal region
received intermittent rainfai
througheut the day. Sirsi, Sid-
dapur and Yellapuy in the Maj-
riad region received sporadic
rainfali, while Haliyat and
Mundagod which come under
the plaing’ also received sear-
tered rajnfall,

Moderate to heavy rainfajl
lashed severa) parts of Shiva-
mogga district on Tuesday.

Hosanagar, Thirthahalli,
Bhadravathi, Shivamogga,
Sorab, Sagar and seme parts
of Shikaripur tahisks received
intermittent rainfalf through-
out the day. Following good

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
fRsgoars ( gz )

e districts

rains, farmers have expedited
agriculture activities jn the
fields. Water level in the Lin-
ganamakki dam rose tg
1783.40 feet against the max-
imum level of 1219 feet as the
catchment area in the dam re-
ceived 32,2 mm of rainfall, The
inflow into the dam wag 7676
cisecs and the outflow stood
at 5, 584 cusecs,

Parts of Tumakusy district
have recejved light to modes-
ate rains on Tuesday. While
Tumakuru and Gubbi taluk
recorded moderate rainfall,
parts of Koratagere, Mad-
hugiri and Fiptur taluks Wit
nessed light showers,

Agricultural activities have
gained pace at villages under
Kora, Hebbury and Usdigere
hoblis of Toamajary tahsk.
DH News Service
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A man puts up his mnb;eﬁ; ahsmﬁ;};\}; rain les Shivamogga
¢ity on Toesday. ou prom
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World glaciers helting
at record rates: Study

GENEVA, PTH Glaciers afl
over the world are melting
at an aglarming rate, with the
Hrst decade of the current
entury seeing up to thrice
the rates of the 20th centu-
Yy, anew giohal study has
warned.

The World Giacter Monitor-
ing Service, domiciled at the
University of Zugich, has com-
pifed worldwide data on glacier
changes for more than 120
years.

in this study, observations of
the first decade of the 2istcen
tury {2001 20100 were com-
pared to al available earlier
data from in-sign, air-borne,
and satellite-borne observa-
sions as well as o reconstrize-

tions from pictorial and written
S0urFces.

“The ohserved glaciers cur
rently lose between half & me-
tre and one metre of its ice
thickness every year - this istwo
to three times more than the
corTesponding average of the
20th century,” said Michael
Zemp, Director of the World
Glacier Monitoring Service
and leaif author of the study.

“Exact measurements of this
icelossarereported from a few
hundred glaciers only. Howev
ex, these resulis are qualitative-
ly confirmed from field and
satellite-based observations for
tens of thousands of glaciers
around the world,” said Zemp.

According to the interna-

tional team, the current rate of

glacier melt is without prece
dence at global scale, at least
for the time period observed
and probably alsu for recorded
history, as indicated ajso in re
constructions from written and
illustrated documents.

I addition, the study shows
that the long-term rewreat of
glacier tengues is a global phe-
nomenon. Intermitient re-ad-
vance periods at regionat and
decadai scales are normally re-
stricted to a subsample of gla-
ciers anid have not come cloge
to achieving the Little Ice Age
maximum positiens reached
between the 16th and 19th cen-
tury.

As such, glader tongues in

Norway have retreated by |
some iilometres from itsmax-

it extents in the 19th cen-
try. The intermittent re-ad-
vances of the 19905 were
restricted to glaciers in the
coastal ares and to a few hune
dred metres.

I addition, the study indi-

cates that the intense ice loss
of the past two decades has re-
sulted in a strong imbalance of
glaciers in many regions of the
waorld,

“These glaciers will suffer
Rarther iee loss, even if climnate
remains stable,” said Zemp.
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Pamban bridge strengthened, gets new girders

16 more corroded girders to be replaced: railways to float tender soon

Special Correspondesnt

PAMBAN: Re-girderingwork on

the century-old Pamban rail

bridge, which began in Janu-
ary, drew to a close with MR
Hi Tech Engineers, the pri-
vate firm which was awarded
the contract, replacing the
fast - the 28th - girder on
Tuesday. i

As part of strengthening
the country's first cantilever
bridge, the railways decided
to replace 28 highly corroded
girders with new ones at a to-
taf cost of Bs. 3.16 crore.

The  Ramanathapuram-
based private company com-
pleted re-girdering, working
three days aweek - Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays -
without disrapting the train
services,

The company was given a
four-hour window period be-
tween 6 am. and 10 am. fo
aveid disturbance to train
services when the work was

The re-girdering work on Pamban rail bridge was completed withour
disturbing the train services. - puoro: 1. BaLACHANDAR,

in progress. present when the last girder
Y. Rajendran, Bridge Sngi-  was replaced, expressed satis-
nedr from Chennai, whe was  faction over the completion

of the work. Chief Bridge En-
gineer M. Savambulingam in-
spected the work on July 28

and reviewed the progress of
the work.

This was the £rst time after
the gauge conversion in 2007
that the corroded girders
were replaced. The 28 highly
corroded girders identified by
the railways between the
60th and the 145th spang
were more than 11 years old, :
During gauge conversion, on-
Iy 22 new girders were laid -
and the remaiping 122 were
streugthened after re-brac.
ing, sourees said,

Even: as the private firm
was replacing the corroded
girders, railway officials iden- |
tified 16 more highly corrod-
ed girders and decided to
replace them at a cost of Ks,
2.22 crore,

The girders were iocated
between 40th and the 65th
spans and between 12th to
the 125th spans. The Raitways
expected to float the tender j
soon for the work, the sources |
added. !






