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A village near Nazira in Sivasagar district submerged by flood waters.-UB Photos
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CORREéPONDE_N’T P

DIMAPUR, Aug 1: Rains + There were reports of short-
continued to wreak havoc in  age of food items in Tobu sub-
Nagaland with Kohima dis-  division: Terracé cultivation
trict being the worst-hit. Over felds were washed away while
60 families were evacuated  some houses were damaged.
from their residences owing - Wokha DC and chairman of
to landslides triggered by in-  District Disaster Management
clement rain in the district. Authority Dr Manazir Jeelani

Emergency relief and . Samoon on Wednesday said

temporary shelters have

Rains continue to wreak

_‘i

‘been provided to the affect- -

ed families, Kohima District g

Disaster Management Au-

thority said. Heavy down-

Pt

2/

and Tuensang ha\}ébegn total-

| lyeut off fgllowing heavy rains.

" due to incegsant rain in the
- upstream catchment areas of

Doyang Hydro Electric

Project, reserve water level
of Doyang dam was increas-

pour in Dimapur on Tuesday ing beyond the agreed imit.

night also caused flooding in He said the excess water is

many parts of the town. being released from all the
The worst affected areain four spillway radial gates ina

Kohima is Pezielietsie Colo-

phase-wise manner to control

ny, Tinpatti where more than flash flood in the downstream
40 families havé‘;ﬁgmxeﬁ- areas. Due to the constant dis-

dered homeless. Residents

- charge of huge volume of wa-

were seen dismantling hous- ter from Doyang Reservoir,
es and shifting their belong- the Doyang river in the down-
ings to safer places.  stream is flowing above the
‘Heavy rains washed away normal mark, he stated. ,
tmore than 40 per cent of pad-. * Sanis subdivisional officer
dy fields at Y Anner village (Civil) said that the release of
overflowing of Langake river. - fom the reservoir islikely to
An official release on continue for some more days
Wednesday said the roads be-  due to unrelenting rainfall in
tween TobuandMonandTobu  the upper catchment area. -
S . AR5l 5 5 . S s—— i

——
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JORHAT, Aug 2: Altogeth-
er 91 villages have been affect-
ed in Golaghat district in the
current wave of flood that has
hit Golaghat district after
NEEPCO reportedly released
excess water from its reser-
voir of the Doyang Hydro Elec-
tric Project in Wokha district
of Nagaland, on July 27,

A district administration of-
ficial said that the administra-
tion has stepped up rescue and
rehabilitation operations in
order to help the marooned
people;, )

- The official informed that
altogether 54,135 people have
been affected by current wave
of flood. : S
. She 'said that around 130
rescue personnel comprising
four teams of the Fire and
Emergenecy Services and
State Disaster ‘Response
Force (around 50 personnel)”

and three teams of the Nation- -

al Disaster Response Force

vHa\"'é been engaged in carry-/
ing out rescue operations in
different parts of the district,

- Another NDRF team is on
its way to the district to sup-
plement rescye efforts, the
official said, adding that over

2000 persons were evacuated

from the ﬂood-affectgd areas

in the last 24 hours in various
locations of the district, =

A total of 14 boats have been

pressed into service to ‘carry
~out the rescue operatior;g the
-official stated: s

- camps and

trict and a total number of

20205 people are now takin ing

shelterin thecamps..
| Altogether 218564 hectares
Of .'..)?&E ji‘ .I 2o

water while total livestock af-
fected was 11,798 (5870 big
animals, 3428 small animals and

2500 poultry), the official stat. :

ed quoting latest reports.
The official further stated
‘that as per the latest reports,

! - ihoha, Na-pathar. Boraikhowa |
~ Till this evening, 62 relief
distribution centres
have been set up in the dis-

tral land was under

the Brahmaputra at Dhansir-
imukh is flowing 0.24 m ahove
‘the danger level , while the
Dhansiri at Numaligarh is flow-
ing 2.60 m above ‘the danger
level. o i e
Bokakhat: The overall
situation of Bokaka i
vision has remai :
rising water has submerged
several villages. Several villag-
es, including Dhodang, Roudu-
war, Parghat, Bouripar, Koron-

v

~and Baligaon have been se-
verely affected. The RCC
~bridge of the NH 37 over the
river Dhansiri at Numaligarh
18 facing a threat. The civil ad-
‘Ministration has restricted the
‘movement of heavy vehicles. ||
The water level of Dhansiri
river at Numaligarh is also
fowingabove the danger mark,
25 ..rMeanwﬁﬁ’,;Mfﬁar Saikia,
Weﬂﬂmﬁm LAC, while
talking to_the mediapersons
«informed that he would file 2
Case against the NEEPCQ, |,

——
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Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Friday predicted a
marginal dip in the monsoon
rainfall in the second half of
the seasonwith 95%ofaverage
rainfallin August and Septem-

Inthe ﬁrsttwomonﬂls, most

of the country, except Bihar,
Jharkhand and the Northeast
ern states, received good rain-
fall, The trend i expected to
continue.
" «Therainfall for the country
as a whole during the second
half of the season (Augustand
September) is likely to be 95%
of LPA with a model error of
plusor minus 8%,” IMD stated
onFriday.

Based on actual rainfall re-
ceivedbetWe‘enlSSla'nd 2000,
1ndia’s long period average
rainfallis 89 cm.

The calculations weremade
after taking the rainfall data
till July 31into account. In its

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The India

levels rose due to h avy

forecaster predicted 97% av--
erage rainfall for the country,
relying on favourable climate
parameters. iy
“The Met office has now
downgraded its earlier esti-

of the seas!

inatet%vprédiet%%oﬁavmge
smaining part ig a 41% chance of it being

rainfall in the T
on.
The IMD’s probability

calculation sug
chance of monsoon becoming

gests 47%

ple wal alongastrip ofland 19ng the banks ofthe Gangaas itsand amuna's watr
rainfall,in All'ahabadonFriday. AFP :

“below normal” while there

normal. Receiving “abovenor-
mal” rainfall is unlikely as the
probability for such an occur-
renceisonly12% §
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New Delhi, Aug. 3:
Monsoon rains would be
normal in August and
September, the India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Friday.
In the second Long
Range Forecast for rain-
fall during the second half
of the Sot%thwestx t Monsoon
season, the IMD said the
scenario realised till the
end of July suggested that-
distribution of rainfall
was very good across the
country = except Bihar,
and and north-east-
ern states.

cperson
operations
persl

tlTheffaVOurable' distribu- A;The re;’hgall
ion of rainfall was expect- gust-2018 is like
ed to continue for the next 96 plus/minus

two months, it said, rais-

“oe

LPA and e

| SKYMET, a private
weather forecasting
agency, downgraded
its forecast for mon-
soon, stating that the
country might '
receive below normal
rainfall, citing the
continuing warming
of the sea surface in
.the Pacific Ocean.

tural “higher than predicted in
- the June. Quantitatively, the

. rainfall for the country as
a whole during the second

‘ 95 per cent of LPA
(Long Period Average )

Vi “® o

_béai the season is likely

with a model error of plus
or minus 8 per cent,” the
IMD said.

Monsoon rain is consid-
ered normal in the range
of 96-104 per cent of the
LPA. The 90-96 pc of the
LPA range is considered

“below normal”.
However, IMD additional
" director = general M.
Mohapatra  said  for:

August-September period
the normal limit was 94-
106 per cent of the LPA.
This was unusual, said a
former senior IMD offi-
cial, as this was akin to
changing the goalpost.
“Deficient, below nor-
mal, normal, above nor-
mal and excess are five

_'.;

. fall limit

IsesMpehranghlﬂnaﬂfsoason

e normal in Aug-Sept

parameters to define the
outcome of the monsoon.
Rainfall under between 90-
96 pc of the LPA is consid-
ered as below normal
while 96-104 pc of rainfall
is considered as normal.
So, it would not be right
put 94-106 pc of LPA under
the normal monsoon cate-

- gory,” the official added.

June recorded a rainfall
of 155.3 mm in compari-
son to the normal rainfall

limit of 163.3 mm, 95 per
~cent of the LPA while July

received 272.4 mm rainfail
even as the normal rain-
t was 289.2 mm,
which was 94 per cent of
the LPA.
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Tourists and residents enjoy rain on The Ridge in Shimla on Sundéy. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

Heavyramlashes Dsala, Kangra

More showers likely in next 2 days says Met dept

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 5
Heavy rain lashed several
parts of the state on'Sunday.

The local Met department
has issued a fresh warning of
heavy to very heavy rain at
isolated places in lower and
mid hills on August 6 and 7.

It has also forecast rain and
thundershowers at a few
places in mid and lower hills
and rain or snow in higher hills
from August 6 to August 11.

Gaggal, Dharamsala and ;

Nagrota Suriyan in Kangra
district recorded 124 mm, 122
mm and 113 mm of rain,
respectively, in the past 24
hours. Sarkaghat and Dal-
housie recorded 97 mm and 83
mm of rain, respectively, fol-
lowed by Sujanpur Tira 76
. mm, Bharari 72 mm, Guler 68
' mm, Baijnath 60 mm, Palam-
pur 57 mm, Jogindernagar 54
‘mm, Sundernagar 51 mm,
Jhandutta 50 mm, Dehra

alive following a landside
airu village in Shahpur

Gopipur 42 mm, Paonta
sahib 40 mm , Pandoh 36 mm

, Nadaun 32 mm, Hamirpur .
93 mm and Ghamroor 20 mm.
temperatures

The day
dropped by a few notches.

Shimla was the coldest in the
region with a high of 19.1
degree, followed by Manali
921.4 degree C, Dharamsala 26.8
degree C, Solan 28.0 degree &
and Una 32.6 degree C.
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Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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West Block Il,  Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated (6 g 02(9%

Subject: Submission of News Clippings..

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
V&M W gt

SPA PubIICIty
Encl: As stated above.

Deputy Director TD D/te' Publication Division \L:/Vﬁ,l (%

Director TD Bfte L T W/
/ (¥

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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T0X1c water to. *'

i
k
i
i

e of toxic water from Bengaluru lakes to

olar calls for stringent action against

onsible as it is not just an act of criminal

but a violation of basic human rights. The

i Karnatakav sovernment had launched an ambitious

g plan, known asKC ValleyPrOJect totreat water from the

: polluted Bellandur and Varthurlakesand supplyittor rain-

i starved Kolar district where mostwaterbodieshave gone

! dry. The objective was to providewater forirrigation and
recharge the groundwater by filling 126 lakes. However,

- with untreatedwaterbemgreleased tothe tanks, the pro-

{i : ]ect has hadthe OPPOSIte | effect threatenmg to darnage

| talist Y N Yellappa
Ee ‘Reddy is on record that contami-
| “nated water will have a long-term
. impact on the people and ecology.
Thisholds dangerous prospects for
5 ; Bengaluru, too,asmostofitssupply

“Supplying of vegetables and milk'come from

- Kolarand surrounding areas. -

toxic Wﬂtﬁf i The BWSSB hasproved that it is
{1 ERGITE - incompetent and incapable of ex-
fak e ccuting this well-meaning project,
axeadrime. ‘which otherwise has the potential
; T ‘-fofconvemngdryKolarmtoagreen
& e IHRHITHIEN pey. The government should seri- -

Covering L., YIS
: ouslycon51der1nvolvmgpnva e playerswhoarewillingto

clean polluted lakes free ofcostw;ththelatest]mow how, -
provided the state enters into a buy-back agreement to
- purchase by-products, like clean water, electricity and
 fertilisers. While the people of Bengaluru are pampered
-with drinking water being brought from 300 km away,
those in Kolar,are treated as second-class citizens. The

dlStncts neighbouring Bengaluru cannotbecome dump-

fuse generated bythe c1ty Supplymg
) crime against humanity and this
edasone Electedrepresentaﬁves
ally senior leaders like Speaker
Ramesh Kumar, wﬂ] be failing in their duty if they do not
: ensure that the guﬂ ‘ fﬁcers sarebroughttobook. -~ -

e ——
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“Usingthis technology,

grmd ‘the garbage to make it -
 slurryandthen take wateroutof - :
it. The rest of the waste will be

_ to generate revente by selling

these byproducts “Of the total
‘revenue, it will share 3% withthe

- civic agency also sald an offi-

oken down to generate green ci : :
fuel and electricity,” said Ajay “As soon as theconst'uctmn ;
Girotra,managingdirector of AG g : mnWﬂlbetakento - work starts at the site, the com-
Dauterswasteprocessingprivate i apacrcy toprocess  panywillneedto takeallenviron-

 limited (a joint venture with AG

technology in the world. Our
| process has nothmg to do w1th

1,500 metric.tonne garbage per -
g dayandextendtheagreementfor_
21 years. Also, EDMC would be

rephcatmg this model at other

: 51tesaswell ”said Ranbir Smgh

‘mittee.

‘ment-related permissions from

agencies concerned, such as

- DelhiPollution Control Commit-

teeand Central Pollution Control

- Board,” said Pradeep Khandel-

wal, chiefengineer, department

- ofenvironmentmanagementser-
vices. The project has been

. implemented after the approval
560 megawatt of electnmty, 4, 75 ;
‘ lakh htres ofw t .andzlakh

fromthehouseand standmgcom—

ssie
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|
|
|
|

iM‘ ‘ ',PDATE Better han- "»expectednramsyneeded1 A

sected for the monsoon ‘
r to be considered nor-
i Large defi iciency :
-99% t0 -60%

its latest update. Weather
‘experts are concerned that an |
- emerging E1Nifio weather phe-
nomenonoverthePacificOcean
may causearaindeficitinthelast |
two months of the June- to-Sep— 9
tember monsoon., :
. IMD has predicted that in
AugustandSeptember therain-
fallwillbe 95% ofthe Long Period | -
X Averageerrormargm of +8%.In
June, the rainfall was 95% of the ok
: lon,gpenodaverage(LPA) while = |
inJulyitwas94% ofthe LPA. =
theAugust Septemberfore,
casflsloo%accurate ,thenrains
for ihe enﬁre 1monsoon season
3 of the LPA,” senior
- IMD offi 1a1MMohapatrasa1d
‘That would mean below nor-
| mal rainfall, ‘because the met
z . agency ehmders it a normal
2 monsooniftherainsare between
= 96%and104%oiIPAofof887m1n
u 2 Rainfall in August and Septem-
m berhasto beat thelugher endof
w the enm'mmgxnforthe monsoon
=to be deemed normal. The
2 IMD has updated its overall
€ forecastforthemonsoon that was
% of the LIPA, with a model
4% Normalmonsoon
rainis crucialfor agrw\ﬂmxem
 Asia’s thir: ;gargest _economy,
éove”ng L,y Particularly the summer-sown
T Khanfcmpthataccountsforhalf
“of India’s food output. Sixtyper- -
~cent of India’s crop area lacks
access toassuredlrnga Gk

1 Nagaland :

T

g
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f IMD forecasts Inore

| say ofﬁcmls

F jACOB KOSHY
NEWDELHI

;;. -"‘Department (IMD) expec

CL ain than annc1pated Ho-
“wever, monsoon rains in Au-
“gust and September would
i 'be “favourably distributed”
i and help agricultural pro-
' ‘duction, according to ' a
- press statement from the
i agency on Fnday
,"'; Monsoon rains would be
£ %959 of the LPA (Long Pe- -ains in August was due to
. riod Average) of August and ,,.thelr ‘models suggesting a
i September,” the statement fdelaymEl Nino conditions.
read ‘That works out to 41.2 « < On Wednesday, private
~cm and, if the forecast fore'caster Skymet Weather
e holds, India would have re-  said monsoon rains would
© ceived 84 cm of rain (95% of - be at 92% of the historical
- LPA) between June and Sep- . LPA of 89 cois

ber. In May, the IMD had
 forecast 97%, or 86 cm. A -
two cm shortfall, is a sxgmﬁ
ant amount. :

Officials said the forecast
or margmally lmproved :

]
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ect dtoensurethat‘the dis-
et admlmstratmn in th_e

tion i in the state
frevenue and
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'_ RucHikA M KHANNA
¥ TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE :
A ]
| CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 3
The state government is set

. to roll out the second phase
¢ of its crop loan waiver
 scheme within 10 days. In
. this phase, crop loans taken
. by marginal farmers from
commercial banks operating
. in Punjab will be waived. :

Private and nationalised .
. banks have submitted data

‘to the government of 4.52

_ lakh. Of this, 1.87 lakh farm-

‘ers took loans from co-oper-
. ative banks and their verifi-

. cation was done during the
. ‘waiver process. The verifica-
. tion by the Revenue Depart-
- ment, classifying them as
- small (having less than 5
acres each) and marginal

. farmers (having less than 2.5

_acres), is in progress.

. Vishwajit Khanna, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Devel-
opment, told The Tribune
i that the first phase of the

e

- scheme, wherein the govern-

¥ ment repaid crop loans taken
f«by 3 lakh marginal farmers

Jakh farmers, who have tak-
> en crop loans of up to Rs 2

| from co-operative banks, had

The state government had launched the ﬁf,s‘g ;;hase of crop
loan waiver scheme in January. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO -

.A.T‘beengukccéésfully rolled out.
“Loans worth Rs 1,750

farmers from co-op banks in
Punjab, have been repaid. In
the second phase, we are first
repaymg the loans availed by
marginal  farmers from
nationalised and private
commercial . banks. The
‘amount for the repayment
has been arranged Once the

< verification, ‘self-certification

by beneficiaries and the

‘»f‘soéialf audit is done, tpis
- phasewill get going,” he said.
crore, taken by marginal

Information gathered by
The Tribune reveals that of

the list of 2.52 lakh eligible
farmers sent by commercial

banks, the government has
completed verification and
other due formalities for
26,000 farmers. Of these, .

15,500 are marginal farmers.
In the coming days, their

loans will be waived after the
state govemment Tepays the

et

same. The government is
conducting a social audit of
these marginal farmers so
that they get their loans
waived once the second
phase is launched around
Independence Day. :
The government is target-

“ing to finish the second phase

within two months of its roll-
~out, following which the loans
of small farmers, taken from
co-operative and commercial

* banks, will be waived.
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95%,Ra'ins In

. -Aug-Sept, -
Predlcts IMD

TIMESNEWSNETWORK 4 £

New Delhi: This year smon—,
. soonislikely to end up ‘below .

normal’ butafairly goodrain-
fall distribution may still fa-
vour a good kharif crop, as

: per the India Meteorological

Department’s update on Fri-
day that has forecast 95%
rains in August and Septem-
ber as compared to the long
Pperiod average (LPA).

* ' Thenational weather fore-
caster said the “scenario of fa-
vourable distribution of rain-
fall is expected to continue”
for the rest of the monsoon
season which will “remain fa-
vourable for agricultural op-

erations”. Ontheback of good

e A i

' sowmc. TMIPROVES

QEEEORUTIE® |4 forecast holds true, monsoon
oL Actuaﬂ B Forecast (%deviation). | (June-Sept) likely-to be below
o normal at95% P

e : VCompanson
i Sownareain 2018 Sownareain2017 [

rains i the past week in the
paddy-growing areas of UP
and Bihar, thetotalsownarea
under kharif on Friday ex- f
ceeded thenormal for the cor-
respondmg weekby1.4%.
IMD said Augustis likely

L iiAkiisesasenresiie

This implies that IMD ex-
- pects93% ramfa]lm Septem

" ber, and 95% for the entire

season, which would put this
year’s monsoon in below-
normalrange (90%-96%).
“You may infer it (below-
normal monsoon for the sea-
son), but it is difficult to say
anything at this juncture.
With the +/-8% model error
for the two-month forecast, it
may swing to either side. We

“cannot go beyond what we

had predicted earlier for the
season (97% of the LPA) at
this juncture,” Mrutyunjaya
Mohapatra, additional direc-
tor generalof IMD, told TOI.
Themonsoonisina weak
phaseatthe moment but east
and northeastern states are
likely toget “normaltoabove
normal” till August 8, IMD’s
forecast said. In the follow-
ing (till August 15), “above
normal”rainfallispredicted
for east, northwest and ex-
treme south Peninsula dur-
ing9-15 Augustperiod.
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Use: ramwaterto tackle

TRIBUN“E NEWS SERVICE

' CHANDIGARH, AUGUST4 Q’

- ment Board (BBMB) on Sat-

urday issued an ‘advisory. to
¢ Punjab, Haryana  and
Ra;asthantomakemammum

 Teservoirs in the region.
I - Atameeting with the Prin-

. cipal Secretaries of partner
 states, the board reportedly
. apprised them that the mon-

i soon was about 11 per cent
.. deficient in Satluj and Beas
i catchmentareas in Himachal.

. release from ¢
- Pong ‘Teservoirs.
current filling ‘period (from

L

six year as well as the driest

T

possible future inflows up to
: September 21were discussed
‘Keepmg mwewthe lowlev-

T

~sh0rtage says BBMB

The Bhakra Beas lV'anage- :

The compaxauve mﬂow and.

halkr: g
uring the '
- May 21 onwards)with the past

years of 2004 and 2009 and the °

= elofwaterstoragemresewon's
- and deficient rainfall in‘catch-

. ‘ment areas, the BBMB asked
“partner »sta‘aes} to conserve and
utilise monsoon water to the

~maximum possible extent so
_that water releases fmm the
Bhakra and Pong reservoirs

are minimised so as to store

1 water forutilisation during the
L cormng depletion perlod start-

ing from September 21,” sa1d

_an official statement.

- Asondate, the I'eservmr lev-
-elof Pong and Bhakra arelow-
er by 44.18 feet and 6343 feet,

:respecmvely, as compared to

year. Th BBMB £IS! ,doselym_‘
Y ommnngwa‘rerlevelmboﬂl

:i‘eservon‘s thepresenttrendof |
" inflows and releases from the
~dams are being decided on

day- fo-day basis after account-

e o




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 05-08 b 20f3

in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Times of India ( ‘The Hindu

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle

Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald

and docunfented at Bhagirath(English) & Publicity_ Section, CWC.

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz-




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 08. 080 20’8 in the

‘Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle
‘Statesman Punjab Keshari Hlndl)\/ Aaj (Hindi)
The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu - - Indian Nation
Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duhiya (Hindi)
~ Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Business standard

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 06'08‘201 8 ‘in the

. Iél;thel.;snt‘a;r:1 Times }l‘;lav Bli)'narat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle
: _ unjab Keshari (Hindi A aj (Hindi
;’:Le_ TlmEeS of India (N.D.) The Hindu \/Ln ) lndi;h(Nlar;idc;%
Tril;i?me Xpress %ajasthag:atnka (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
r o Deccan Chronicle The Ti Indi
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Bli?lemeS sl

and documented at Bhagirath(English) & Publicity Section, CWCcC.

93,100 people being dis-
- placed. Around 5,652 people
ave been affected in Lak
pur  ‘and . 4,193 . in
hemaji. i il

~ Blame game
- ASDMA officials blamea the
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. month salary for rehef and
’ restoratlon Work

o Home arri
on Sunday to

 tion of the mass1ve damages
- across Nagaland caused due
to the erratic nature of rain-

- fall'and the situational re-
d port of the most. severely -hit

des-miin diate relief. (VVzthi@NSmputs)
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. Reviving the bal -S|

TR S

A ‘ olitical scientists aver that “good government”
F— isapoor alternative to self-government, Now
*~ Mr NN Vohra has held out a promise of
| adding a caveat to that verdict, For should during
_ the present stint of Governor’s Rule in Jammu and
Kashmir a dent be made in the declining condition
of Srinagar’s once-majestic Dal lake the seasoned
. bureaucrat’s innings will have attained Brad-
| manesque success. True that this will not create
| conditions in which the signs of “security” will dis-
appear any time soon, but restoring some sparkle
. to the weed-infested waters will be a genuine
| - accomplishment. No doubt that stray attempts
| have been made earlier ~ during previous spells of
g Govémor’s Rule or when the National Conference,
»
r

' People’s Democratic Party, Congress and BJP have
| wielded authority (either on their own or with coali-
tion partners) ~ but they have been essentially
“local’ efforts. ‘Mr Vohra has now roped in the for-
mer Chief Hydrographer, Vice Admiral SK Jha (retd),
and the Chairman and Managing Director of the
Dredging Corporation of India, Mr Rajesh Tripathi,
to inject an overdue degree of professional exper-
tise into the exercise. All aspects of the lake will be
surveyed, a game-plan formulated and hopefully
implemented without too many hiccups. The Cen-
| tre would be failing to do its duty if it did not fully
support the endeavour. After the Dal the focus will
shift to the Wular Lake. Srinagar bears many scars
- of the militancy that has disrupted normality for
 the past three decades ~ not the least painful of
them being the decay of the once-iconic Dal-Nagi-
na lakes complex. They have “shrunk”.to a mere 10
. square-kilometres ~ they had once spread over 22 ~
and accumulated silt and weed have adversely
impacted the depth of the water. Vast areas are
- choked with water-hyacinth. With natural drainage
into the lake blocked, and the effluent of 800-900
houseboats being discharged, the situation is pre-
| carious. Apart from restoring the natural drainage,
the plans include creating storage tanks and bio-
digesters to tackle the sewage. Local agencies have
been assigned responsibilities and targets. Reviving
the fish-life of the water-bodies is also contemplat-
ed. The lakes and their surrounding gardens have
long lured tourists and film crew ~ their return
f:overmg YIS would have a positive spin-off on the economy. It is
-a matter of argument if the local administration .
- threw in the towel and allowed the Dal to degener-
ate, waiting for the militancy to abate before doing
 basic duties ~ certainly nearly three decades of
-neglect shows. It is still much too early to opine on
the success of the welcome initiative, but the sym-
- bolism of a rejuvenated Dal cannot be overlooked. -
Itwill send out a signal of normality returning, but
-as importantly the local populace will be reassured
i that their interests are being protected ~ without
{ the Supreme Court having to play a lead role, as it
+has been compelled to do to preserve the Taj
‘Mahal. G o ;
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?FlOOd r*alert issued

and District Disaster Management
‘Authority have issued a flood alert to
w-lying areas in Dimapur district., says
Teport in the Dimapur- -based Morung
Express With the expectation of more
ain over the next two days, Dimapur
C.and DDMA chairperson, Sushil
umar Patel, has asked citizens living in
w-lying areas to be alert in the face of
eavy rainfall. “They should move to
I 1gher ground if the downpour is too
i eavy, ’ said Patel. 3
. The low-lying areas of Dlmapur
1nc1ude Diphupar (A, B, L and K,
;»Cheklye, Middle Colony in Purana Bazar,
’Kirha, Ni etajl Colony, Half Nagarjan, New
Colony in Burma Camp, Dhobi Nala,
E:New Market, SM Colony, Sachu Colony,
Bank Colony, Walford Colony and
F Burma Camp. These areas were witness
! to incessant rains in the ensuing night of
181 July31and 1August.
© 41,500-1,600 householdsin 13 to ],4
* different locanons in Dimapur and Chu-
| mukedima have been affected due to
{ monsoon rains and flooding,” said the
} Dimapur DC. Shelter has also been pro-
vided to elght to nine people from Mid-
L.dle Colony in Purana Bazar for couple
§ of days in the Panchayat Hall due to
i flooding of their houses.
' The State Disaster Response Foroe

i was deployed in those areas to clear

drams and assist people. The Dimapur
Mun1c1pal Council and the Dimapur
Pohce were also mobilised for the cleaz-

| ance of roads, traffic regulatmn, law and
- order and assistance in case of casualty.
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