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Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.
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For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwec.nic.in
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i1 A Rohingya family wades through a creek on the Myanmar | The island will temporarily house tens of thousands of Rohingya ‘
border to somehow reach Bangladesh on Tuesday. Dhaka Mustims fleeing violence in Myanmar. Close to 125,000 have
plans to develop a fiood-prone istand in the Bay of Bengal ~crossed into Bangladesh in just 10 days. ap/pTi PAGES 7,13
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Population affected
3.4 crovet
Children affected
1.3 croret
Persons killed

1000+ '
28¢C

Districts

States
(mainly 6)

Subodh.Varma@timesgroup.com

1o recede, India faces a

¥ mammoth  recovery
task from the worstfloodsina
decade. Over 3.4 crore people
across 280 districts have been
affected by floods that left
morethan1,000 dead.

Very preliminary esti-
matesindicatethatover3lakh
hectaresof crops, mainly pad-
dy, have been destroyed. Over
8lakh homes, mostly kachcha
units have been damaged or
destroyed. An estimated
16,000 schools too have suf-
fered damage. The vast net-
work of state-run health cen-
tres in far-flung rural areas
has also suffered extensive
damage although concrete
numbers arenot available.

Records show this year’s
monsoon floods were the
worst since 2007, when 4.1
crore people were affected.

The past few days have
brought some respite as most
rivers in UP. Bihar and West
Bengalarenowflowingatnor-
mal levels and rainfall too has
been scattered or isolated, al-
though it continues in Assam

ﬁ s the monsoon prepares

and adjommg states Flood
waters are reportedly reced-
ing across the affected swathe
but lakhs of people continue
to receive food and other es-
sentials from relief camps
and community kitchens set
up by state governments.

The immediate issue will
be preventing the spread of
diseases, especially water-
borne ones such as diar-
rhoea, and mosquito-borne
oneslikedengue, malariaand
encephalitis, warn experts.
Subsequently, the onerous
task of recovery faces the af-
fected people who are mostly
dependent on agriculture.

The flooding was mainly
in UP, 'Bihar, north Bengal,
Odisha and Assam. Although
most of these states received
normal or even slightly below
par rainfall this monsoon
season, rivers flowing down
from the Himalayas were in
spate because of heavy rains
in the mountains and upper
catchment areas.

Excess rains caused un-
precedented flooding in Guja-
rat, Rajasthan and parts of
western Maharashtra, in-
cluding Mumbai. IMD offi-

Source MHA, State Disaster Management depts., UN-OCHA
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This year's floods
worstin a decade

Over 1,000 Dead, 3.4 Crore People Affected
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cials say that nearly all flood-
prone areas in the country
have experienced flooding at
some point this season.

The same rivers — Brah-
maputra and Ganga with

their numerous tributaries

which . inundated the
northern and eastern plains
caused flooding in down-
stream Bangladesh, affecting
80lakh peoplein 32 districts.
Meanwhile, upstream
catchmentareasfalling in Ne-
pal experienced some of the
worst floods with 17 lakh peo-
ple impacted in 35 districts of
the country Over 140 people
have perished in the floods
and an estimated $8.8 billion
worth of crops destroyed,
mainly in the terai districts of
Nepal. While Pakistan hasnot
been as extensively affected,
136 persons have lost their
lives in heavy rains and floods
in Sindh and Balochistan.
Thedeathtollinthesedev-
astatingfloods acrossthesub-
continent has crossed 1,200
and the population affected is
4.5 crore. according to UN
agencies, making 2017 mon-
soon floods one of the most
destructive in recent years.
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water deficit on
(Gadkari’s agenda

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Just like a natio-
nal grid for power or security,
India will also have a water
grid with the aim of ensuring
no area of the country faces
any water deficit. Achieving
thisobjective willbethe prima-
ry task before him, Union
transport and shipping mini-
ster Nitin Gadkari told TOI af-
ter assuming additional char-
ge of the water resources mini-
stry on Monday:

The concept of water grid
in India is mainly centres aro-
urid the existing inter-linking
of rivers (ILR) plan which was
conceived in order to transfer
waterfromsurpluszonestode-
ficit zones via inter-connected
rivers. Atpresent,theministry
is focussed on three ILR pro-
jects — Ken-Betwa link (Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh), Par-Tapi-Narmada and
Damanganga-Pinjal links (Gu-
jaratand Maharashtra).

“My priority will be to roll
out first three projects. Water
asasubiectisciosetomy heart.
Taking water to fields and ex-
panding drip irrigation are
key to farmers’ welfare. Far-
mer suicides are linked to wa-
ter deficit. 1 would like to add-
ress this issue as my priority,
besides completing all the ong-
oing Ganga rejuvenation pro-
jects,” Gadkaritold TOI Hesa-
id ministry will take all possib-
le steps to “clean rivers and
can'tletthemdie.”

The inter-ministerial task
force. comprising of represen-
tatives from ministries inclu-
ding drinking water and sani-
tation, rural development and
panchayatiraj and urban deve-
lopment. would specifv a defi-
nite time-line bv which these
projects would be completed.

Gadkari promised to fast-
track project implementation
and said ali projects, which we-
re conceived by his predeces-

Nitin Gadkarl assumed additional
charge of the water resources
ministry on Monday

sor Uma Bharti, would be
completed on time. Most of the
programmes of the ministry
are about to take off soon, he
added. Gadkari took charge in
presenceof Bhartiand laterjo-
intly briefed themedia. Bharti.
who took charge of drinking
water and sanitation ministry.
said Gadkariwas alwavsinthe
loop while she was working
and finalising details of Ganga
rejuvenation projects.

She said, “Namami Gange
prograinme ki pahliahutimai-

ne dali aur iski poornahuti

Gadkariji dalenge” (1 have ini-
tiated the Namami Gange pro-
gramme and Gadkari would
now complete it).

Gadkari was accompanied
by Arjun Ram Meghwal and
Satya Pal Singh who took char-
ge as MoS in the ministry. Sa-
tyaPalisthenew entrant while
Meghwal was earlier MoS in
the finance ministry

Gadkari takes charge at a
time when the ministrv has
started awarding contracts for
setting up new sewage treat-
ment plants(STPs)in different
cities. The National Nission
for Clean Gangahad only last
month awarded contracts for
setting up STPs in Haridwar
and Varanasi under Hybhrid
Annuity based PPP modei.

Under this model. the cont-
ractors will not only establish
the STP but will alsc -operate
and maintain it for a period of
15years.
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