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Action on Indus might ba_ckfire

SIR, Apropos the report, “PM talks
tough on Indus water” (27 Septem-
ber), any precipitate decision
might backfire. The 1960 Indus
Water Treaty is an international
agreement. Unilateral withdrawal
will trigger global condemnation,
and the moral high ground, which
India enjoys vis-a-vis Pakistan in
the post-Uri period, will be lost.
This will bolster the confidence of
the regime in Islamabad . It is the
only international water treaty
that has been co-signed by a third
party ~ the World Bank. India runs
the risk of alienating this institu-
tion if it abrogates the treaty

Significantly, the Treaty has
survived two major wars between
India and Pakistan (1965 and 1971)
and the Kargil conflict in 1999.
Moreover, if India were to stop the
flow of Indus water to Pakistan, it
would cause floods in Jammu &
Kashmir and Punjab. The Indus
treaty is bound to factor in China,
where the river originates. China
has cautioned India that abroga-
tion of the Treaty to punish its all-
weather friend, Pakistan, will have
serious consequences for the coun-
try as well. Narendra Modi has
realised the enormous risk that
punitive action might entail.

If he decides to sacrifice the
Indus Waters Treaty as a face-
saver, it will impose a huge cost on
India itself. Addressing the UN

General Assembly on Monday, the
external affairs minister, Sushma
Swaraj, has strongly pleaded for
the isolation of Pakistan for
encouraging terrorism. She also
censured Pakistan for perpetrating
the “worst form of state oppres-
sion” in Balochistan.
Yours, etc., 88 Paul,
Chakdaha, 27 September.

JOINT BOYCOTT

SIR, Following in the footsteps of
India, both Bangladesh and
Bhutan have decided to boycott the
SAARC summit in Islamabad in
November. The effort is to isolate

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/13744868?show=print

Pakistan on the international
stage. India has informed Nepal,
the current SAARC chair; that
increasing cross-border terrorist
attacks in the region and growing
interference in the internal affairs
of member-states by one country
have created an environment that
is not conducive to the successtul
holding of the meeting. Despite
provocation from

Pakistan, India has shown
remarkable restraint thus far The
only option is to teach Pakistan a
lesson ~ not to throw stones at oth-
ersfrom a glass house.

Yours, etc., Wazir Hossain,

Kolkata, 28 Septem ber.

WISH FULFILMENT AND DEMAND

SIR, A very senior Pakistani bureaucrat has report-
edly said that *we wish and demand’ investigation
into the Uri incident. He should realise that ‘wish’
and ‘demand’ cannot go together. ‘Wish' is followed
by ‘request’, while the verb ‘want’ is followed by
‘demand’. The Pakistan Government has denied the
involvement of its nationals in the incident, Perhaps
they are right, as the Government of India has con-
firmed theidentity of the terrorists who are Kash-
miris and residents of that part of Jammu & Kash-
mir where law and order is under the control of an
incompetent local government, under the supervi-
sion of Pakistan’s federal administration.

Since J&K is an integral part of India, those
responsible for the carnage should be charged under
Indian law. Pakistani lawvers cannot have any role
to play.

Agreements signed by the two governmentsare
now outdated if there has to be a fresh understand-
ing on various civil and defence issues. Violation of
human rights in certain provinces of both Pakistan
and India needs to be checked by electing competent
governments. Accordingly, the so-called LOC in
Jammu & Kashmir be dismantled, and Kashmiris
living on either side of the line of demarcation
should be able to move freely and elect a competent
government in the State.

The present should be replaced. Pakistan should
withdraw its civilian and military personnel from
J&K and deploy them on the international border.
The Baltistan area of J&K ought to be effectively
administered and not encroached upon by China, as
is happening in Arunachal Pradesh.

Yours, etc., Samir Das Gupta, Kolkata, 29 September.

17



[TFANATEI NFATATT I H JeBlAA Heis1/ @i AFass

CTHTY

" The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
EegedrsT ( acsT )

Hindustan Times ( Delhi }
AGFTIT STsFH ( (et )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu ( Chennai ) |

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday directed
Karnataka to release 2,000
cusecs of Cauvery river wa-
ter every day to Tamil Nadu
from October 7 to 18.

In a big relief to the state, a
bench of Justices Dipak Misra
and U U Lalit, however, de-
ferred its order asking the Cen-
tre to set up a Cauvery Man-
~agement Board (CMB).
~ But the court directed a
- high-powered committee,
- headed by the Central Water
Commission chairman and
- comprising representatives
- from Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
(TN), Kerala and Puducherry,
to make an assessment of the
- ground realities in the Cauvery
basin areas and report back m
itby October17.

Karnataka, represented by
senior advocate Fali S Nariman
and Advocate General Mad-

husudan R Naik, informed the
court that the state had re-
leased 17.5 tmceft of water be-

tween September 5 and
September 30.

Senior advocate Shekhar
Naphade, appearing for TN,
submitted that there was still a
deficit of 4.6 tmctft.

Tamil Nadu questmned At-

i:orney General Mukul Rohat-

gi’s plea adlmttmg toa “lapse

Release 2 000 cusecs dally,
apex court directs state

feelt
(HHHIHTIR iR)I T N ‘“F‘“li'”llh“il il

* Nariman relents, appears for K’taka

‘Senior counsel Fali S Nariman, head of the Kamataka legal
“team in the interstate Cauvery water dis- | i” "
- pute, on Tuesday ﬁna]lyappeared before '
the Supreme Court for the state after muc:h ¥
_persuasion by Water Resources Minister M
* B Patil. Former prime minister HD Deve -
~Gowda, Chief Mﬂnster Siddaramaiah and
th Kumar a]so 5poke

3-';‘"Umon numster An

- Karnataka, reports DHNS from New Delhi. As sNariman -
relented, the state government dropped the ldea Gf l'urmg
3semor advocate Kapll Slbal Detalls on Page 7

||Hl'I*! i HF i!;f_lilla,h 11 i EI | Hl H|I H I

I

on his part in agreeing to set in
up CMB earlier on September
20 and September 30, even
though it was a matter of civil
“appeal against the Cauvery
-Water Dispute Tribunal’s deci-
sion of 2007 before a three—

judge bench.

“They (state) did not comply
with the orders. The Union.
government is playmg into
their hands. There is mueh B

‘more toit than meets the eye...

1t is a question of rule of law,”.
Naphade contended, askmg
why the court was hearmg

_state splea. -
‘The court pointed out

: “There is natural dlfflculty |
which we could not be envis-
. aged at that stage (whlle pass- |

[LF T R, .

Ban orders at KRS dam

MANDYR DHNS Mandya
Deputy Commissioner S | oan

Zlyaullah has 1ssued pI‘OhlbltO-

o~ ffft‘fr

~ (TN) have so far got 17.5 tmeft,”

" ment Board was part of the
statutory and legislative func-

pending matters challengmg
_the Tribunal’s decision.

on October 3, 4 and 5. “I told
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Sagardam and Brindavan Gar-
dens between October4and?7.
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g orders on CMB).” “You

the bench told the TN counsel.
Rohatgi submitted that set-
ting up a Cauvery Manage-

tion, which can be done only
after the final Judgement onthe

~Earlier, Nariman submitted
that Karnataka had decided to
release 12,000 cusecs of water

them (state) you have to com-
ply with the order. Or, I will
have to revert to my old posi-
tion (of not argumg) ” he sub |

‘mitted.

» Cauvery, Page 8

Entry to Brindavan Gardens is Bl

totally restricted. -
Section 144 of the Code of &

Criminal Procedure has been Eltiia ar

extended in Mandya, Maddur,

Malavalh Pandavapura and
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CHENNAI/NEW DELHI,
DHNS: With the Union gov-
ernment doing aU-turnin
the Supreme Court on the
formation of Cauvery Man-
agement Board (CMB), the
Tamil Nadu government on
Tuesday urged the Centre to
withdraw its applicationin
the apex court seeking modi-
fication of the order.

“We are unable to under-
stand what caused this sudden
reversal in the Government of
India’s stand,” Tamil Nadu Chief
Secretary Dr P Rama Mohana
Raosaid. -

In a letter to Shashl Shekhar,
secretary to the Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Rao said the Centre’s 1A is
against the assurance given by

the Attorney General to the
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| A delegatlon of AIADMK MPs Ied by M Thambldural marches to the Prlme Mlmster S Offlce '

New Delhi to suhmlt a memorandum to Narendra Modl on the Cauvery Issue on Tuesday PTI

-terms of the ﬁnal order of the

hament House to the PMO and
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Supreme Court.
Pointing out that the apex tribunal following the request submitted a memorandum. TN farmers
court, inits order on September by the Union government. Claiming that Union minis- protest
30, recorded the submissionof =~ Meanwhile in Delhi, several ters from Karnataka had been Farmers from th o
Attorney General Mukul Rohat-  ATADMK MPs marched to the  supporting the stand of the Kar- - Cauve delta in Tarml
gi that the CMB can be consti-  Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) nataka government to not re- N du ry detained -
tuted on or before October 4, to urge Prime Minister Naren-  Jease Cauvery water to Tamil - agu mlrlere c gme
| Rao said the Water Resourees_ dra Modi to direct the Ministry ‘Nadu, the memorandum said, when L eyme to Stage a |

Ministry went ahead requesting  of Water Resourcestowithdraw “This is against their Constitu- - ;-__;protest onTuesday
Tamil Nadu to nominateitsrep-  its IA in the Supreme Court on  tional obligation to be neutral . 28aInStt the Central
resentative to the CMB. the Cauverywaterissue. ~  in any dispute between two - Boverr nment’s U-turn OH

'He said the Tamil Nadu gov- ~ They also urged the prime states, as they are Union minis- [ forming the Cauvery
ernment has nominated R Sub- 'mmlster to constitutethe CMB  ters for the whole country, This -__Management Board
ramanian, chairman, Cauvery immediately. Led byLok Sabha action of the Union ministers  (CMB) as directed by the |
Technical Cell, as the represen- Deputy Speaker M Thambidu-  amounts to a grave injusticeto Supreme Court, DHNS
tative of the state in CMB in rai, the MPs marched from Par- the pec:ple of Tamil Nadu.” : i.-reports from Chenna:.
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MUMBAI, DHNS: Mumbalkars
were caught unawares on
Tuesday as heavy rain lashed
the suburbs in the morning af-
fecting the road traffic.

Traffic jams were reported
from Western Express High-
way, Eastern Express Highway
and the Jogeshwari-Vikhroli
Link Road.

There will be heavy rainfall
in the North Konkan coast on
Wednesday, according to the
IMD forecast. Mumbai rain
continues to be very much
present in the city since the be-
ginning of October. Just about
a day before Colaba received
- good rain of 20 mm and Santa
Cruzreceived lightrainfall at 2
mim.

surat showers

Meanwhile, Gujarat continued
towitness heavy showers due
to the cyclonic circulation hov-
ering over Maharashtra. On |77 a
Tuesday, Surat received a  brimdmsfeis pots, -SSRt Ll U e s anit Do L0 M B0 7
whoppmg 103 mm of rainfall. Awaterlogged road after heavy ram |n Surat on Tuesday PTI
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List steps to protect Lahaul- Spm,

The concern emanated from the experlence |

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 5
Expressing concern Over
the heightened tourist
inflow in Lahaul-Spiti dis-
trict once the Rohtang Pass
tunnel opens for public, the
National Green Tribunal
has asked the state govern-
ment to spell out the meas-
ures it plans to take to pro-
tect the eco-sensitive zone,

The NGT also directed the
state government to submit
“precautionary and reme-
dial” measures it proposes
to take with regard to the
eco-sensitive and sparsely
populated area, which
remains cut off by snow
for most part of the year.
The concern emanated
from the experience in
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ty to the remote Lahaul-

Sp1t1 mostly Buddhlsts are
awaiting the construction of . Spitivalley. The author1t1es

Manali which, experts say,
is on the verge of an ecolog-
ical disaster. o

A population of over
33,000 people in Lahaul-

the 8.8 km Rohtang tunnel, ~the
provide

round-the-year connectivi-

propose to
tunnel by 2019.
~  Currently, the Rohtang,

open -

which  would

N I\/Ianall whlch S on the verge of an ecologlcal disaster -

. ) IA Dopulatlon of over 33 000 Deﬂﬁlﬁnml :Lahaul-Spitl. mosth(

' Buddhists, are awaiting the construction of the 8.8 km
Rohtang tunnel, which would provide round-the _i_ _.ear
' cqnnectlvity to the remote Lahaul Splti valley -

'The Rohta ng Pass is the anly way ta reach Keylong, the

- district headquarters of Lahaul-Spttr or connect to Ladakhz

- and is shut for most 0f the year

- 7. - -
!I I....r. '\.‘. -III 1 :‘
L]

benomian) s - __._. "

. The tunnel WIH reduce the dlstance hetween Manah

and Keyleng by about 60 km

Eco—sensnwe and sparsely populated Lahaul-Spltl remams cut
off by snow for most part of the year. FILE PHOTO |

Pass is the only way to year. The tunnel will
reach Keylong, the district reduce the  distance

headquarters of Lahaul- between Manali and Key-

Spiti, or connect to Ladakh  long by about 60 km.

and is shut for most of the A bench headed by NGT

T

Chairperson Justice
Swatanter Kumar, which
has already 1mposed

" restrictions on commercial

activity and tourist vehicles
near the Rohtang Pass which

- .divides Kullu and Lahaul-

Spiti districts, has warned
that the tourist rush, once the
tunnel opens, must not dis- .
turb the ecology. “We direct
the state to file an affidavit
within one week stating the

precautionary and remedial

measures that are being
taken in regard to Lahaul-
Spiti as they propose to
open the tunnel 1n 2019,
and the area of Lahaul-
Spiti probably will be
opened for tourism,” the
bench stated. — PT1
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TACKLING DROUGHT

y

You don’t obey us:
SC to Centre, states

Bhadra Sinha
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« [etters@nindustantimes.com

NEW DELH): The Supreme Court
came down heavily on the Centre
and states on Wednesday for
disregarding an earlier verdict
on tackling drought in various
parts of the country and warned
them not to repeat last year’s
“mistakes”.

“We pass orders. They (states)
don’t obey and you (central
government) throw up your
hands,” said a bench of justices
MB Lokur and NV Ramanna. It
said the court may be left with
no option but to appoint court
commissioners.

The top court’s stinging criti-
cism came on a petition by an
NGO, Sawaraj Abhiyan, which

‘had moved the top court seeking
judicial intervention to tackle a
severe rural distress triggered by
back-to-back drought that affect-
ed 33 crore people in 10 states.

A crippling drought earlier
this year had forced water ration-
ing in some states, deployment
of armed guards at reservoirs
and even prompted the judiciary
to throw cricket matches out of
Maharashtra in unprecedented
measures to tackle the situation.

Though a good monsoon
since then has eased the situa-
tion large parts of the country,
deficient rainfali in some areas
have left thousands of farmers
in at least 149 districts to fend
for themselves.

The bench was irked by non-
compliance by 13 states - that
faced drought last year - in
setting up commissions under
the National Food Security
Act (NFSA) to ensure smooth
implernentation of the welfare
legislation. The Centre washed
its hands when the bench asked
what it has done to ensure the
implementation.

The bench was infuriated
when told that instead of con-
stituting appropriate panels the
13 states had entrusted the task
to existing commissions such as
consumer forums, women's com-
mission, child rights commis-
sion and grievance commissions.

«“What is this? Is this a
joke? The law framed by the
Parliament is being violated
with impunity,” the bench said
as one of the judges threw a
paper submitted by additional
solicitor general PS Narasimha.

The law officer admitted that
such appointments violated the
1aw but said the Centre could
only issue advisory to states.

“Don’t dig the well when the
house is on fire. We are con-
cerned about the approach.
You should change your mind
set. Don’t repeat last year’s mis-
take of not declaring drought on
time,” the bench added.

Narasimha said the Centre
has taken steps to revise the
drought manual as per the court’s
direction. He said the process will
be over by December.
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Cauvery: Centre sets up panél

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & -S7-
New Delhl. 5 October ‘P‘" ;

The Centre today constituted a
high-level technical team to resolve
the Cauvery water dispute between
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

The team constituted, 1n pur-
suance to the
Supreme Courts 4

Ministry of Water e age485%i
Resources, River [ # . 2% gul: o0

Development and

S R " ; - FRE .. e S -
- M s "‘ - M vl PO i, r o I:_‘.'.‘_._:_._ A A o g . - .-
| - - T _r e T A '{ o . .I.?I < K . -
- ey 2 5 g o O - * - - e b -
e UE‘! I I I - o A ~ et b S g S Wpter 0 e e
anga Ju a 10 " H':- ‘:F" r !' b B l"r s '-r«"- - -
PRl -, r (s bl -, L ] A T. - .d-ﬁ- LA e a
o e - ' :F'I’ = v . f e . A 2iea o
7 g A - aEa ._._.r o r TR
r - v ]

would visit the Cau-

very basin area to *hﬂ "'f
assess the ground EHGhINENE .

realitiesinthebasin. T .
The team will be
headed by Mr G S
Jha,chairman, Cen-
tral Water Commission (CWQC),
said a senior officer of the Water
Resources Ministry.

The other members of the teain
are Mr S Masood Husain, Member
(WP&P), CWC, Mr RK Gupta, chief
engineer, Krishna and Godavari
Basin Organisation, CWC, Hyder-
abad, Chief Secretary or his rep-
resentative from Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka and one chief engi-

neer each from Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Keralaandthe UnionTer-
ritorv of Puducherry, the officer
said.

The team would meet In Ben-
galuruon 7 October for a prepara-
tory meeting and subsequent visit
to the Cauvery basin area ior

assessing the

oround realities

ety e » and submit a

gus-v35.° - report to the

- Supreme Counrt

on 17 October,
he said.

“Chiet Sec-
.77 retaries  of
cw« . Tamil Naduand

-+ Karnatakahave
beenrequested
oo toconfirmthelr

participationor
send names of their representa-
tive(s) and also send the names of
concerned chief engineer and
direct the concerned officerstoreach
Bengaluru by October 6... Chief Sec-
retaries of Kerala and Puducher-
rv have also been requested to send
the names of the concerned Chiet
Engineer anddirect them toreach
Bengaluru by October 6, the
Water Resources Ministry said.
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60% of pollutants in city from outside: Study

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 5
Nearly 60 per cent of pollu-
tion in Delhi caused by fine
particulate matter (PM 2.5)
originates from outside,
with the neighbouring
states of Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh being major con-
tributors to it, said a new
study on city’s air quality.

The study also revealed
that the transportation sec-
tor contributes to a relative-
ly low 20 per cent of PM 2.5,
belying the notion that it 1s
one of the biggest pollutants
in the national Capital.

The study by CSIR-
National Environmental

Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI), a 1nsti-

tute under Ministry of Sci--
ence and Technology, said

"Delhi urgently required
cooperation of the neigh-
bouring states to deal with
the menace.

It p{)inted out that burn-

6+ Delhi cannot solve this problem alone and there is
a need to talk to the neighbouring states. Even
Beijing had to talk to its neighbouring provinces to

curb pollution. ®

Markus Amann, PROGRAMME DIRECTOR, AIR QUALITY AND GREENHOUSE GASES PROGRAMME

ing of biomass in cooking
stoves and power plants was
a major source of pollutants
depleting the air quality.

PM 2.5 pollutants are
micro particles that can
enter the bloodstream and
cause damage to the respi-
ratory system.

“Only 40 per cent of PM
2.5 that an average 1nhabi-
tant of Delhi 1s exposed to
originates from within the
city. Instead, the majority
(60 per cent) comes from

outside Delhi, with half

from the surrounding states
of Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, and a quarter from
sources even further away
including  neighbouring

areas, and a quarter from
natural resources,” said the
study:. |

Markus Amann, Pro-
gramme Director of Air
Quality and Greenhouse
Gases Programme, who led
the research, said, “Delhi
cannot solve this problem
alone and there 1s a need to
talk to the neighbouring
states.”

Citing the example of Chi-
na, Amann said even Bei-
jing had to talk to its neigh-
bouring provinces to curb
pollution.

Similar was the case in
Europe in the 80s when
countries blamed each oth-
er for pollution, but had to

ultlmately cooperate to
improve the air quality.

“By doing this, we will not
only reduce the estimated
8,900 premature deaths
from air pollution in Delhi,
but also cut city's green-
house gas emissions and
accelerate  infrastructure
development through steps
such as power grid expan-
sion and new management
practices,” said Amann.

“The research 1dentifies a
range of measures with
major emission reduction
potentials including solu-
tions paving to reduce road
dust emission, a rapid tran-
sition to clean cooking fuels
in Delhi and 1ts neighbour-
ing states and a comprehen- .
sive management of agri-
culture and municipal
waste, including incorporat-
Ing ban on open burning of

waste,” said Padma Rao, co-
author of the study. — PTI
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Contamination
ofwater:Police

~quizpesticide
_dealers Fe-P-1)

5_ 'I’IIIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

;
t
s

BOLAN, OCTOBER 5

Wlth no substantiate clue
emerging from the six cas-
es of water defiling com-

~ ing to the fore in the last
- 10 -days, the police are
- groping in the dark.

~the contamman used to-

They scanned the records
of pesticide dealers at
Subathu, Kunihgr, Gamber
Khud and ‘Solant after the
lab reports confimed that

however, falled to give the
police any leads. It 1s
learnt that the dealers
have no records ofpuyers
as pesticides are not
controlled items that
require paperwork.

The police said the pesti-
cide dealers had said the
detected pesticides like profex
super were not readily avau-
able andwere in short supply
since the last about nine
months to one year. Since a
500 ml pack of the pesticide 1s
priced at Rs 500, it may be
some conspiracy or a mis-
chief. It seems that the miscre-
ants had done a recce of the
area. The dump phone datais
yet to yield any concrete clue
about the miscreants.
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‘New Delhi The shipping

ministry has identified 37 of
the recently notified 106 in-

1and waterways to develop
ort of cargo

(201 km), gandak (300 km),

Ghagra (340), Kosi (236
¥m), 8handa +o Silchar

them for transp
and passengers inthenext2-3
Vttar 'g’txl*zsdee;%?hgli;g “Goa. el tretch (71 km) of Barak,
Agsam and WestBengal. 375tretches identified to be Mandovi (41 km), Zuari (50
«gight of these - water- developed in 3-4¥rS . km) & cumbarjua (17 km)
ways have high potential and _‘_///
are financially viable for de- ‘viable due 1o traffic 1ssues. Verma said that they are
velopment. We have already The feasibility report of an- also keen to developa portion
initiated works for develop- other 59 are being assessed to of Yamuna in Delhi in navl-
ingthese waterways. The rest takea final call,” caid a ship- gation. It has already floated
will be taken up in the next ping ministry official. three tenders for ferry ves-
two phases," Inland Water- Qfficials said that smce sels, dredging and the setting
ways Authority of India (A- the TWAlL was set up in 1986, up of teyminals on 16 km
W1) chairman Amitabh Ver- only Rs 1,500 crore was spent stretch of the river in the na-
masaidon Wednesday. i1l last yearl, indicating how tional capit
According to sources, the _developing waterways was “We have worked out and
tendering for Barak, Ghagh- never a priority of the earlier curveyed about 16 km ol Xd
ra, Gandak and Kosi rivers govermnents. “This year W€ muna. I believe by December
has already been ipitiatedfor  are targetingto spend Rs 1,300 Yyou would see construction
fairway development The Crore and it will be Rs 1,500 and dredging activities... W€
tenders for terminal develop crorenextyear Aswedevelop nave filed application with
ment will be rolled out DY more stretches and create 1a GT to get permission from
ear end. “In case of other cilities, this cal hecome a them »yermasaid
short-listed waterways, de- S pplement 10 road and rail Hesaid the government 18
tailed project reports are be- @S amodeof transport for car- also planning 1o come out
ing prepared About 18 of the goand passenger movement withanew policy on dredging
newly declared 106 water- as well sInce it'’s cheaper and and anew Inland Vessél Actis
' <afer,” an official said. also being prepared.
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en the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal (CWDT) proposed the set-
ting up of a Cauvery Management
- Board, 1t did so for very good reas-

L ol
¥ 5

-+ ons. During monsoon deficit years, the pattern of
~ flows in the different sub-basins will not match the

schedule of water deliveries worked out on the
basis of normal year readings. The CMB was con-
ceived as a body that would moniior the storage po-
sition in the Cauvery basin and the trend of rainfall,
and assess the likely inflows for distribution among
the States. The tribunal was emphatic in its final

award: the CMB is integral tothe resolution of dis-

putes, between Tamil Nadu 3gdKarnatakaand also

- Tamil Nadu and Puducherfy,anﬂ Tamil Nadu and
. Kerala, over the schedule of relegses for irrigation
* downstream. For the Central government to now
. oppose the setting up of the CMB, taking cover un-
.- der Article 262 of the Constitution and the provi-
- sions of the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act,
- 1956 that forbid the Supreme Court from interven-
~ ingininter-State water disputesis little more thana
- streak of twisted logic. Indeed, the Section of the
1956 Act that gives the orders of tribunals set up by
~the government under it the same force as an order
. of the Supreme Court is being invoked not to
- strengthen the orders of the Cauvery tribunalbut to

subvert one of its crucial recommendations. The
Supreme Court’s direction to the Centre to consti-

“tute the CMB ras in keeping with the tribunal or-

der, and not in contravention of it, as the govern-

~ ment was trying to make it appear.

'
- r

The fact that the Centre did such a hasty I.')f;-turn
on the CMB while making its submission in the Su-
preme Court suggests that political factors may

have been at play. The Assembly.ejection in

. Karnataka, where the BJP has high stakes, is less

than two years away. In contrast, Tamil Nadu,
where the BJP has no real base, has recently con-

cluded its election. If there is a good legal argument
‘against the setting up of the CMB, it is that a larger,

three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court is already
seized of the matter. Tamil Nadu's plea to constitute

the CMB had been clubbed along with the main ap-

peal filed challenging the 2007 final award of the
CWDT. In the short term, the Supreme Court’s ac-
ceptance of the suggestion that a “technical team”
visit the Cauvery basin and report back on the

- ground realities seems to be the only certain way of

depoliticising the dispute. But any long-term solu-
tion will necessarily have to be on the basis of the
well-thought-out recommendations of the CWDT,
and the mechanism provided for the sharing of wa-
ters 1n a year of distress. |
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