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The MNational Green Tri-
bunal today virtually barred
econstructionof buildings 200
metres along thebanks of the
Ganga inUttarakhand till
further orders to protect
pollutants from being dis-
charged into the river.
“We direct that no cor-
poration, anthority or pan-
chavat shall grant permis-
gion for construction of
building, houses, hotels or
any structures within 200
metres of shore of river
Ganga at the highest flood
line without pricr approval
from the tribunal " abench
headed by NGT Chairper-
sonSwatanter Komar said.
The panel's direction
came on a petition filed by
advocateM C MMehta who
has filed the petition for
cleaning of Ganga and sug-
gested that in Western coun-

. — — —— — —
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NGT rules out construction on Ganga banks

tries rivers are protected
from pollution by creating
a buffer zone on the hanks
where no construction is
allowed.

During the hearing,
Mehta said that National
Ganga River Basin Anthor-
ity (NGEBA) could pur-
chase land on the banks of
river like National High-
way Authority of India
(MHAT) doesto build roads.

He contended that rapid
unregulated constructions
were being carried out by
simply taking clearances
from wvillage panchayats,
which are not expert bodies.

Mehta said that due to
unregulated constructions
on the banks of river, pol-
lutants were discharged in
the river and the hills have
become vulnerable toland-
slides and earthquake.

The bench today sought
areport by tomor row from
Ministry of Water Resouroes,

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7145743?show=print

prepared by seven IITs on
the shortcoming of Ganga
Action Plan (GAFP)-1 and
Plan-2.

The tribunal had earlier
said that evolving a 500
meter buffer zone on the
banks of river Ganga like
in Western countries counld
be okay in plain areas buat
had asked whether it could
be feasible in the hilly ter-
rain of Tttarakhand.

It was said that during
GAP-1, a total of Rs 748
crore was spenton cleaning
the river, while in GAP-2, Rs
153.73 crore was spent for
cleaning from Gaunmukh to
Haridwar:

Counsel for [Tt tarak hamnd
Pey Jal Nigam said all the
schemes and plans under the
GAP-2 project were sue-
cessfully completed and
implemented.

The bench then observed
that even if the projects
werecompleted as claimed,

—

the situation of river Ganga
has gone from bad toworse.

“The statement that all
the schemes and plans under
GAP-2 project were imple-
mented soundslike a joke,”
the panel said.

The green panel was also
informedby theCentre that
around Rs 6855 crome was
spent together by the Cen-
tre and states for cleaning
Ganga in30 vears from 1985
to 31 March this yvear.

The Uttarakhand Pol-
lution Control Board told the
bench that there are 413
industries in Sitkul at Harid-
war and among them
around 375 factories were
connected to Central Effla-
ent Treatment Plant (CETE)
and the rest had their own
treatment plants and septic
tanks.

TheNGT hadon290cto-
ber voiced concern over
the execution of Clean
Ganga project.

—
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u The Srinagar-Jammu highway.
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Mega power and

highway projects on
Modi’s J&K agenda

Moushumi Das Gupta

NEW DELHI: Keeping his promise
to give infrastructure develop-
ment in Jammu & Kashmir
a hard push, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday will
lay the foundation of a crucial
road link to bring Srinagar clos-
ertothe rest of the country and
launch a 450 MW hydel power 1o
fight up homes and industries
in the state,

Modi wonld lay the foomdation
stone of the four-laning of the
T2km highway stretch between
Udhampur-Ramban and Rambean-
Banihal, a partof the of the strate-
gically important 229km National
Highway-1A. Thisis the only road
connecting Srinagar withJamnu
and the rest of Tndia.

“The strategic road link is
the fifeline between Jammu and
Srinagar and will be completed
within two-and-a-half vears. Onee
complete, it would reduce the
travel time between Jammu and
Srinagar to four hours from the
currentnine hours,” NELAT chair-
man Raghav Chandra said, Work
om the four-laning of the remain-
ing stretch on NH-14A is already
under progress,

Builtas analbweather road, the

The strategic road

link is the lifeline
hetween Jammu and
Srinagar and once
complete, it would reduce
the travel time between
Jammu and Srinagar
to four hours from the
current nine hours.

RAGHAY CHANDRA,
MHAI chairman

highway will be open round the
vear Currently, parts of the exist-
ing highway have to beclosed every
winter due to heavy snowfall and
avalanches cutting off Srinagar
from Jammuand the rest of Tndia.

The power-starved state would
also get a boost with the inaugu-
ration of the second phase of the
900 MW Baglihar hydel power
project. In 2008, Modi's predeces-
sor former PM Manmohan Singh,
had inaugurated the first phase of
the power plant.

The two projects, with a com-
bined cost of 37,419 crore, could
give a big hoost to the economy of
the state, affected by militancy for
more than 25 vears,
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Seal hand pumps releasing impure water, orders NGT

Sharmila Bhowmick,TNN | Nov 6, 2015, 04.22 AM IST

NOIDA: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Thursday directed the UP Jal Nigam to seal all hand pumps releasing contaminated groundwater in
Ghaziabad and five other districts of western Uttar Pradesh, saying that it was the state government's fundamental duty to look after the health of
residents.

"We direct the Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam to forthwith seal the hand pumps of all western UP districts which are releasing contaminated ground water,"
a bench headed by NGT chairperson Swatanter Kumar said.

The NGT was hearing a petition filed by C V Singh, a retired scientist from the Haryana pollution control board. The petition said the consumption of
contaminated water has caused the death of more than 50 villagers in Ghaziabad, in the past one year because of cancer.

The green court has constituted a committee comprising officers of the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB) and Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam, to inspect, analyse and submit a report with relevant data on the extent of groundwater contamination in
Ghaziabad, Shamli, Saharanpur, Meerut, Baghpat and Muzaffarnagar.

The NGT also directed the state government, its various authorities and district magistrates to provide potable water to the villagers in these districts. It
also directed the district magistrates, subdivisional magistrates and the CEO of UP Jal Nigam to maintain "due record" of the potable water that shall
be provided to these villages.

Officials have been told that the vehicles providing potable water must have GPS systems installed in them so that one can track their route from the
water source to the distribution point. The NGT has also directed the appointed committee to find out a solution to stop groundwater contamination
and to preserve the level in these areas. The report has to be submitted within three months. The next date of hearing is January 12, 2016.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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Title : NGT bars construction on Ganga banks in U'khand
Author : Sharma Seema

Location :

Dehradun:

Article Date : 11/06/2015

The National Green Tribunal on Thursday virtually barred construction of buildings 200 metres along
the banks of the Ganga in Uttarakhand till further orders to protect pollutants from being discharged
into the river.

“We direct that no corporation, authority or panchayat shall grant permission for construction of
building, houses, hotels or any structures within 200 metres of shore of river Ganga at the highest
flood line without prior approval from the tribunal,* a bench headed by NGT chairperson Swatanter
Kumar said.

The panel's direction came on a petition filed by advocate M C Mehta who sug gested that in Western
countries rivers are protected from pollution by creating a buffer zone on the banks where no
construction is allowed.

Mehta contended that rapid unregulated constructions were being carried out by sim ply taking
clearances from village panchayats, which are not expert bodies. He added that due to such
unregulated constructions, pollutants were discharged in the Ganga and the hills have become
vulnerable to landslides and earthquake. Green activists in the state, however, were a tad sceptical,
saying various such orders were passed earlier too but there was lack of po itical will to implement
them. Environmentalist Ravi Chopra said, “After the 2013 deluge, then CM Vijay Bahuguna had also
ordered against construction within 200 metres of Ganga banks. Var ious court orders, too, had been
issued. But till date, no efforts have been made to implement them. This order might meet the same
fate.*

The NGT bench on Thursday also sought a report, prepared by seven IITs, from the ministry of water
resources on the shortcoming of Ganga Action Plan (GAP)-1 and Plan-2.

Seal handpumps spewing contaminated water, UP told

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Thursday directed the Uttar Pradesh government to
permanently seal all the contaminated water-spewing handpumps in six districts of western UP -
Meerut, Baghpat, Shamli, Muzaffarnagar, Ghaziabad and Saharanpur -within three months.

The NGT bench headed by Justice Swatanter Kumar also ordered the DMs, SDMs, regional offices of
pollution control board and CEO of UP Jal Nigam to provide potable drinking water to those villages
with contaminated groundwater with immediate effect and reprimanded the government for not
providing drinking water to its citizens.

Justice Swatanter Kumar further stated that global positioning system must be installed in all water
tankers employed to provide the potable water and record of their movement should be maintained by
the authorities. The order came on a PIL filed by Doaba Paryavaran Samiti (DPS), an NGO, which
had last year highlighted the sorry state of affairs in the western UP villages where people residing on
the banks of highly polluted rivers Hindon, Krishna and Kali had over the years developed
degenerative diseases and cancer. Sandeep Rai

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexm|=NGT-bars-construction-on-Ganga-banks-in-Ukhand-06112015025030 12
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The panel's direction barring construction of buildings 200 metres along
the Ganga's banks came on a petition filed by advocate M C Mehta
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