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Andhra Pradesh gets Rs 1,250 Cr World Bank loan
for agriculture project in climate vulnerable districts

By P Pavan, Mumbai Mirror ; Nov 5. 2018. 10.46 PM IST

Representational Image

Hyderabad: Andhra Pradesh got around Rs 1,255 crore World Bank loan assistance for a project aiming at enhancing
agricultural productivity.

The central government, state government and World Bank on Monday signed the loan agreement for a $172.20 million
project to enhance agricultural productivity, profitability and climate resilience of about two lakh poor and marginalised
farmers in the state, while ensuring that farming continues to remain a financially viable activity.

The AP Integrated Irrigation and Agriculture Transformation Project (APIIATP) will be implemented in rural areas
largely dependent upon rain-fed agriculture. It will strengthen the resilience of poor and marginalised farmers against
adverse climate events by improving access to irrigation, drought seed varieties and post-harvest technology that are
aimed at improving soil health, water-use efficiency and crop productivity, according to a media release.

The project aims to work with 1,000 small-scale community-based irrigation (SSCBI) systems spread over an area of
90,000 hectares in 1,000 villages across 12 most climate vulnerable districts of Andhra Pradesh. In the recent years,
climate variability has seriously affected agriculture in Andhra, where farming is largely dominated by farmers with
landholdings of less than two hectares. Farmers have low crop productivity and over 55 percent of farms are dependent on
rainfall. Deterioration in the quality of natural resources has affected the state’s agricultural performance.

Speaking after signing the agreement, World Bank country director Junaid Ahmed said, “Strategic shifts are needed for
India to transform its agriculture into a modern and resilient system, where the rural poor farmer, largely dependent on
rain-fed agriculture, is able to use more climate-resilient farming technologies and conserve water, a scarce resource." He
said the project would support the state’s strategic shift that puts climate resilience at the core of agricultural growth and
rural development.

The agreement was signed by Sameer Kumar Khare, additional secretary in the department of economic affairs (finance
ministry), APIIATP state project director PS Raghavaiah and Junaid Ahmed.
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POLAVARAM PROJECT SET TO
CROSS A NEW MILESTONE

Our Bureav

Amaravati: Polavaram project,
billed as Andhra’s lifeline, will
cross an important milestone on
December 17 when 48 radial gates
would be fixed to it.

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu during his 80th review
meeting on Polavaram project at
Secretariat on Monday, directed
theofficials tospeed up the works
to launch erection of gates on the
appointed day.

The officialsapprised Naidu that
main works related to cofferdam,
spillchannel and approach channcl
will be completed by the end of
April next year. The main con-
tractors of Polavaram project -
Navayuga - informed the Chief
Minister that they were going to
sct o world record in executing
major portion of concrete works
per day, They explained that they
have been wsingthe machinery to
produce more than 10-lakh cubie
metres of concrete permonth

The officials explamed to the
Chief Minister that the concrete
works have been going on at a
rapid pace. Stating that the con-
struction of Polavaram should

make history in construction of

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu holdinga
review meeting on Polavaram at Grievance Hall at

Undavalli on Monday

rigationprojects across the workd,
Chand rababu N aidu said that offi-
cials should maintain records to
establish that Polavaram was a
project which had been executed
inthe shortest possible time.
Theoflicials informed himthat
60.33 per cent of total project
works had been completed When

it comes to the soil excavation,

more than 80 per cent of works
wereover and asregardsconcrele
works, the completion percentage
was 45,

Nearly 90 per centof right main
canal works have been completed
whereas the progress in respect
of the left main canal was about
65 per cent and fabrication of
radial gates works was62 per cent.

Officials further informed that
the works related to resettlement
and rehabilitation for project-af-
fected people were under progress,
Morethan 46 per cent of rehabil-
itation worksin 17 oobonies in Fast
Godavari and 42 per cent works
at 29 colonies in West Godavari
districts had been completed.

Conzinued on Page 15

Polavaram project set to cross a new milestone

Continued from P1

Earlier, the Chief Minister enquired with the offidals
astohowtheapproachroads had brokenupinto long
ribbons. The officialsinformed that there was no con-
nection between the damage to the approach road
and the project. Theysaid the approachroad caved in
due to recentrainfalland it was not related to blasting

works near the project. The Chief Minister directed
the officials to invite soil testing experts to examine
the reasons for the damage of approach road. He
asked themtosubmitadetailed reporton the damage
of the road. The Chief Minister directed the Tourism
officials to prepare proposals to make Polavaram as
aninternational tourist destination.
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: Saturday, has damaged fruit crop in several |
. trafficon Monday eevening, hours af-

Kashmlr s frult ing ustry
| ADIlAKHZER® ? |

SRINAGAR NOVEMBER5 -

':SNOW IN Kashmir has hit the fruit andrhor—

| after landslide

 trade body pegging the damage at Rs 500 5 .

trculture mdustry, with the Valley's top -
crore. The snowfall, whichbeganon

parts of the Valley, with fruit associations
saying that around 20 percent of the crops

was unharvested.

“After receiving the p prelrmmary inputs |

L from the districts, we believe thatloss to the

7 i:r"?"'f;ff"‘-"'vff’rff,“e o

industry is over Rs 500 crores theexactde-
. tails will be known after a proper assess- |
. ment,” Sheikh Aashiq Ahmad, president of
. the Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and -
g Industxy (KCCI), told The Indian Express. |
Authorities have said they areinthe
; process of assessing the damage to apples |
© orchards. Horticulture Kashmir director -
‘Manzoor Ahmad Quadri told The Indzan .

Express that the process is.on. “This is true
 that snowfall has caused damage to the or-
 chards. Buthowmuch..we are collecnng Te-

(to getthe complete details),” he said.

| suedanadvisory for the orchards affected by

| protectthe produce from damage”. =~

Meanwhile, the KCClissued a statement

- on Monday, questioning why the Pradhan

. Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) - the
; Central government crop insurance scheme -
% hasn'tbeen implemented in the Valley so far,

i

Insurance Scheme is operahonal mjarnmu
rovince since Kharif 2017, but at the same

ivagarres of nature, Kashmir stands ignored
(nthisregard,” the statement said.

* The Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers cum

Dealers Umon (KVFG) an apex body of frurt

ports from the ground. It may take one week

. OnMonday, Sheri-e-Kashmir Umversrty, .
i of Agricultural Sciences and Technology is- |

- the snowfall, detailing steps for farmers “to

“The KCClis happy tolearn that the Crop

me anguished that being more pronetothe
. this year only, but for coming years as well
‘because trees are badly damaged,” Basheer

Iammu—Srmagar
‘highway r reopens

Bamhal /:‘The Jammu-Srinagar

~ National Highway was reopened for

- ter a massive landslide blocked the
all-weather road in Ramban dlstnct, :
- asenior police officer said,
The landslide struck the 270-km .
: hrghway around 730 am near Battery.
| Chashma along the Banihal-Ramban .
- stretch, blocking the road which con- -
nectsKashmirtothe rest of the country.
_ “Afteranover11-hourlongclear-
- ance operation, the road was opened
for traffic and the stranded vehicles
frombothsides were allowed tomove
wards their destinations,” Ramban
SemorSupermtendentofPohceAmta
1arma told PT1, o
he said a truck transportrng ap-
plesis feared tohave got caught inthe
~ landslide and rolled down into a 600-
{ feet gorgenear thesite, o
| Thefateofits occupants is not
| i’known yet, she sard PTI o

: aséociations, said fhe recerit snowfall has de-
‘stroyed “entire fruits crop and uprooted fruit

plantin all fruit orchards in the Valley”. This

- body too has demanded administration
 should consider grant of ‘compensation of
the losses of thousands ’of crores of rupees

5 due toheavy snowfall.

“The snowfall has damaged the apple
trees badly. Fora fruitgrower, itisnot the loss

Ahmad Basheer, chalrman of KVFG told The
Indzan Express . -
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, Antarctlc 0Z e hole

Ozone layer 1s ‘3’%’
recovermg says N
Heahng ata rate of 1- % per decade

7 REUTERS

GENEVA

_ es that damage the fragile
hrgh altitude ozone layer,

" found long- term decreases
'~~halled ‘the success of the-
~ Protocol, whrch banned or
deplenng substances and
| the ongorng recovery of stra-
. tospheric ozone. e
. “The Antarctic ozone
hole is recovermg, while
. continuing to occur- every |
. year. As a result of the Mon-

_in the atmospherrc abun-
dance of controlled ozone-

“treal Protocol much more

| severe ozone depletion in
| the polar regions has been ,

av01ded 7 th report sald

. The Antarctrc ozone hole
- 'was expected to gradually

close returning to 1980 le-
‘vels i in the 20605 the report L
aJd

“Evrdence presented by'

the authors shows that the
; : - ozone layer in parts of the

The ozone Iayer that shrelds
 life from cancer- causmg 50- .
lar Tays is recovering at a
5, rate of one to three percent .
& -per. decade, reversmg years
Liof dangerous “depletion
. caused by the- release of
harmful chemicals, a UN
? study said on Monday.
- The four- yearly,revrew of
L the Montreal Protocol, a
f 11987 ban on man-made ‘gas-

stratosphere has recovered
at a rate of 1-3% per decade

-since 2000 - UN ‘Environ-

‘ment and the World Meteor-
ologlca] Orgamzatron sard in
‘a statement. -

Northern ‘Hemisphere and

. - mid-latitude ozone is sche-

‘duled to heal.completely by
the 2030s followed by the

_Southern Hemisphere in the
.. 12050s and polar regrons by
£ 20607

- The UN : had aIready

phased out ozone depleting

~ chemicals, including chloro-
i ﬂuorocarbons once used in

refrigerators and spray cans,

_ but the report said it was the
first time that there were.
‘emerging indications that
-the Antarctic  ozone hole |

had diminished in size and
depth since 2000. ‘
However, whrle most: of

- the banned gases have been
~phased out, the _Teport
found at least one violation
of the protocol an unex-
pected increase in produc-

tion and emissions of CEC-11

. from ~eastern A51a smce
0B AT

AL prmected rates,
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~ Met Dept forecasts
-cool end to week 16

Mercury may fall by 3 S degrees Ce]sms

STAFF REPORTER . It agam unproved to 800
 NEWDELHI : »metres ati30am.

" Due to the thlck haze that ‘The humidity oscillated
_ hung over the city through- ‘between 96% and 49%.

- out Monday, the maximum Sha]low to moderate fog

- temperature fell to 25.8 de-

. grees Celsius, five notches

: along with northwesterly

winds with speed of 810

belownormal . - fkmph are likely to prevail
The minimum tempera— _in the region, stated the

- ture was recorded at 14.8 Met Department -

. degrees Celisus — although i

- normal ; for the season, it is Capltal weather

It added that a feeble weet-

 the coldest temperature re-

- corded this season so far.  ern disturbance is likely to

. The Meteorological De- 'aﬁ“ect]ammu and Kashmir

| partment has forecast that = from November 9, which

 minimum - temperatures Vmay alsoimpact the weath
‘are likely to fall by 3-5 de-  erinthe Capital. = -

. grees Celsius in Delhi and
- sky with mist/shallow fog :

¢ surrounding areas over the

mextfewdays. .. 'inthe morning on Tues-
: S ~day, the weatherman said.
‘Low visibility - : The minimum and maxi-
- Visibility was 1,000 metres mum  temperatures are

at 5.30 am. on Monday,

#which dropped to 500 me-

tersat830am.

- Delhi can expect . aclear

likely to be around 27 and

12 degrees Celsms, respec— »
 tively. o



Hindustan Tlmes
Statesman

The Time of India (New Delhi)

Indian Express
Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)
Nav Bharat Times {(Hindi)".
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu (New Delhi)

_ Rajasthan Patrika (Hind)

and documented at Bhagirath (English) & Publicity Section, CWC

-

ir Ehsan ;

tters@hindustanfimescom

i snowfa]lmKashm:rsmceZOOQon
. Saturdayhas caused widespread
_ damage to the mainstay of the
_ Valley economy—horticulture.

. AllValley Fruit Growers Asso-
- ciation chairmanBashir Ahmad
. Bhatsaidalmost20% oftheapple
~cropmay have been damagedin

SouthKashmiraloneand put the
estimated loss at 31,000 crore.

. State horticulture :'dir'ector ;

Manzoor Qadri said the depart-
mentwasstillassessingthe dam-

ages. Fruit growershadsuﬁered !

“heavy damages”, headded.
- The snowfall plunged Kashmir
into darkness, forced closure of

the lifeline Srinagar-Jammu

nationalhighwayanddisrupted
air traffic besides damaging
rchardswhﬂeﬂleappleharvest

 wasyet tobe completed. -

Anestimated?. 5millionout of.
¥ Kashmir’s seven million people :
| arebelievedtobedirectly orindi-
- rectlydependentonhorticulture,

- mir’s Pulwama.
- vvi]lcomedowntomerezotoao%

: ‘whlchhasanalmualturnover of
%5,000t06,000crore. =
Orchardlst GhulamNalear, :

65, called the snowfall “acatastro-

phe” and saidhe hadlostover 60

trees at Below in South Kash-

Tdonotknowhowmy family will
survive as the apple orchard is

my only livelihood. A tree takes :

...my earning.

= A woman shows apples that fell from tress dueto heavy snowfall at
Jammu and Kashmlr s Pulwama on Monday

WASEEM ANDRABI/ HT

work ofyears.”

Dar’s nelghbour Khurshld -
Ahmad said he lost at least 25
apple trees, which would have i
- coveredunderthePradhan Man-

_ triFasalBima Yojna.

fetched him around11akh. -
“Ihave aloan of 32 1akh and I

‘was planning to repay it within

thenexttwo-threeyears.Idonot
know whatIwilldo: now.”

two decades to mature and the -
snowfall has rumed our harde: &
' merce and Industries president

..... g......mthe
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VInNorﬂnKas'hihir’s;Kupwara, :
fruit grower Faroog Ahmad

- Malik said he lost 250 boxes of
- apples.

“Thad de]ayed harvest dueto

Diwali as it fetches good rates

duringthefestival season. Unfor-
tunately, I lost all the harvest,
whichisnowunder snow.”

~ Bhat said almost 20% of the
apple crop was yetto be plucked

- whenitbegan snowmg in South
. Kashmir.

““We have 1ost hundreds of

‘apple-bearing trees,” he said.
. Bhat sought compensation for

the orchardists, who have suf-
fered heavylosses. Headded their
calls for crop cover over the last
twodecades had gone unheard.

Kashmir Chamber of Com-

Ashiq Hussain said the fruit
growers would havenotbeenhit
‘sohardhadapple orchardsbeen

‘Qadri said some orchardsin
Anantnag and Shopian had lost

1601070% fruit-bearing capacity.



