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Sharlf clears fi mancmg for dlsputed dam

-' Islamabad Paklstan Prune i
Minister- Nawaz Sharif on

‘Monday approved, in princi-

ple, the financing plan for

Diamer Basha dam, a gravity
dam on the Indus river, in Gil-
git-Baltistan’s Diamer district.

Sharif directed the water '

- and power, planning and fi-
rnance secretaries to expedite

work on the ﬁnancial_propos—

~dam’s

of 2017, Dawn reported.

Velppment Bank refus_ed.ta fi-

._ H{ B.Ild star't related Prep- Ey i =
arations to ensure the [ W -fi;f:l_fj_r'
'__'physzcal work on the &+ °f
. ‘construction & g
kicks off before the end | e

— nancetheproject. Ac-

A cording to ther

o % | dam’slocationisina
L By _ﬂJSPﬂted

s, __tan to get a no-objec-

The project has faced Jh <=

terrltem

ed through Public Sector De-

| A - W tion certificate from
several setbacks because iR =% WB nelghbourmg India.

. majorsponsors, including . The dam portion
the World Bank and Asian De— of the pm]ect will be construct-

1 the

Velopment Progr 1e(PSDP)

- allocations and Water and Pow-

er Development Authority

" (Wapda) generated resources.

The remaining financing for
the power-generation portion
will be arranged on commer-
cial basis by the ministry ei-
ther through Wapda or
through leasing its existing
projects. AGENCIES
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- Yamuna landﬁll sﬂ;e

to get co'

ing. It belongstothe Delhi Devel- .
opment Authorlty and can be -
~used as a sahitary landfill site
- and for other solid waste man-

mittee nod_

inthe mterest of the pubhc
PETITION E

agement facilities,” said advo- . mgfaci]mee mmemterest of the
- cate Balendu Shekhar, appear-  public;” thepetitionsaid.
mgfortheEastDe]thummpal A committee formed by the
Corporation. . " NGT last week to monitor the
An NGT Judgement in 2015 - ¢ity’s waste-to-energy plants,
barred any constructiononthe willnowtakeacallas dJrectedby
Yamuna floodplain. The pro- thegreencourtonMonday.

- posed landfill is an exception,
~ since the ones at Bhalaswa,

. exhausted their capacity.- -
~ The green court had in 2015,
issued comprehensive direc-

Okhla and Ghazipur have

This joint inspection team

* comprises member secretaries

ofthe Central Pollution Control

" Board and the Delhi Pollution
‘Control Committee, a seniorsci-

entist of the Union ministry of

tions withrespecttothedemar- environment and forests,and an
cationofthe Yamunafloodplains  HT Delhiprofessor. Ineast cor-

- andthemeasuresrequiredforits poration’s = area, around
protection. Italsoprohibited car- . 2,200-2,300MT per day of munici-
ryingout any constructionactiv- * pal waste, 500 MT of cohstruc-
ity onthedemarcated floodplain. - tionand debris wasteand 700-800
“Duetothescarcity ofsuitable  MT ofsilt per dayare generated,
land in Delhi and the utmost ) oﬁmals said. |
need for a landfill, the corpora-~ .- The fribunal said last week

“n';?n“:ﬂ'mﬁmmm -------------- Dueto the scacity of _,:
¥ suitablefndinDethi

NEW DELHI: The National Green T
Tribunal asked the East Deini - and the itmos neéd fora
Municipal Corporationon Mon- K
day, to get clearance for a pro- landfill, the corporatlon !
posed landfill site and solid _has asked: permissonfor !
- waste disposal unit on:the - I
Yamunafloodplain, fromahigh- - ll'IE deve|0pment Ol the 3|te ¢
Ol aoreamtallsalong NG othermummpal solid |
PushtaRoad, from ShastriPark  waste processing facilities
crossingtoKhajooriKhascross- {

tion has asked permissionforthe w.d:hat mgf the existing sites
development ofthe siteand other .~ were examples ofthedanger that

" municipal solid waste process-. x “canbe: created for the public.
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CONTAMINATED ABOUT 7,000 YEARS AGO BY NEOLITHIC HUMANS

Ist polluted river in th

S$T-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA C.\

Toronto, 5 December

Scientists have discov-
ered what could be the
world's first polluted
river, contaminated
about 7,000 years ago by
Neolithic humans who
may have been producing
copper metals from ores.

In the now-dry
riverbed in the Wadi Fay-
nan region of southern
Jordan, Professor Russell
Adams from the Univer-
sity of Waterloo in Cana-
da, and colleagues found
evidence of early poliu-
tion caused by the com-
bustion of copper.

The findings shea
light on a furning point
in history, when humans
began moving from mak-
ing tools out of stones to
making tools out of
metal.

- o Ty ¥ - . o " -
= - . . . LR,
ey - e -‘ﬁ- * - - L] e ‘11 . i

This period, known as
the Chalcolithic or Cop-
per Age, is a transitional
period between the late
Neolithic or Stone Age
angd the beginning of the
Bronze Age.

“These populations
were experimenting with
fire, experimenting with
pottery and experiment-
ing with copper ores, and

nents are part of the
early production of cop-
per metals from ores,”
said Adams.

“The technological
innovation and the
spread of the adoption
and use of metals in soci-
ety mark the beginning
of the modern world,” he
said.

. People created copper
at this time by combin-

A ing charcoal and the
=¢8 blue-green copper ore

found in abundance in
the area in pottery ves-
sels and heating the mix-
ture over a fire. |
The process was time-
consuming and labour-

intensive and, for this

reason, it took thousands
of years before copper
became a central part of
human societies.

Many of the objects
created in the earliest
phase of copper produc-
tion were primarily sym-
bolic and fulfilled a
social function within
society. Attaining rare
and exotic items was a
way in which individuals
attained prestige.

As time passed, com-
munities in the region
grew larger and copper

e world discovered
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production expanded.
People built mines, then
large smelting furnaces
and factories by about
2600 BC.

“This region is home

- to the world's first indus-

trial revolution. This
really was the centre of
innovative technology,”
said Adams. =~

However, people paid a
heavy price for the
increased metal produc-
tion. Slag, the waste
product of smelting,
remained.

It contained metals
such as copper, lead, zinc,
cadmium, and even
arsenic, mercury and
thalium. Plants absorbed
these metals, people and
animals such as goats
and sheep ate them, and
so the contaminants
biocaccumulated in the
environment.
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NEW DEu-Il New water bodle

: idec ':he'Rs45 000 for l'OpEI‘tlE‘
extend ‘the wadiver on htew 'mapto 50,000 square metre

B payment surcharge for com--* &nd Rs.11akh for those above
- will be developed across the . mercial connections and the = 50 000 sq. m," the D]B chaJr
~Capital toboost water supply, *'scheme for regulansatlon ef person said. -
" starting with two in Dwarka . 'water .corinections in unau-, ‘. The Board a.lso cleared in-
. by summer 2017, the Delhi ]al-_ - thorised . ‘¢olonies by two frastructure projects worth
- Board decided on Monday. :-. - ,months till January 31, Zﬂ_]Z; é RS 400 crore for 15 Assembly

Speaking -after.- a Board_, s

?".Tf?-ineetmg, DJB aﬁhalrpexson

’ hlghest .1ts ever been We wili

i
- tions te 19.54 lakh' - - the’ .
water bodies - spanning " 35.-

-acres will be developed in . be encouraging more people

““We "have mcxeaSed_.;gﬂae 'censtltuenmes

. number of metered $o
- Kapil Mishra said “that- two

el T,

Note ban lnts projects

However, M., ;Mishra said
that ongemg pre)ects and

‘Dwarka using recycled water - to join the metered nenvork _“preparations- for. summer

. from the Pappan Kalan treat-- . by extending- the scheme ¢-2017 would ‘be hit if the ef-
! ment plant by July or August “-saidMr:Mishra. i . fects . ‘of . demonetisation
{ 2017 After that, similar water . Another" der:lsmn ef the“f-f'* contmued for another10tol5

v-supply with the two water
 bodies in Dwarka ” sald Mr
Mlshra.

-Covering L., YIS

s bodies will be developed in.
4 Rithala, " Rohini: Sector—ZS

B Board was to abolish mfra--"'?
structure: -charges for com-"

“"abolishing™ " ‘infrastructure :
~.charges, we have  fixed the

development charge. It w;]l Mlshra

p—

'I-'I-..F-r-_#'l""‘ '..J.l

days “Pm]ects of repair and |
1aintenance -have been af-

; Nﬂotl'u and Kondh - -, mercial . connections - and * fected as ‘petty contractors
; e """'commg up wzth two - ﬁxed.;__f_. . -don’t ‘have the cash to pay -
_Warver to stay %o rvslabsofor - idevelor pment - © daily labourers. For instance,
“We wﬂtbe a’ble to add 10 eharges “We have made get-"* we have 3,000 booster pumps |
to 15 million gallons per day mg‘ a cdmmerual watércon-. ' to supply water .in south
.. (MGD) of water to the daily - nection snnplen Apart from‘--? Delhi, We are not able to re-

--pair-them and.are having to
; buy new ones,” sald Mr

prroe
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