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SATBIR SINGH KADIAN

he efforts of Chief
.+ Minister Manohar Lal,
.. who has the Irrigation
portfolio, have borme

fruit.
It was history in the mak-
ing when water was carried
to villages on the Rajasthan
border after a span of more
than 25 years. The canal net-
. work built by former CM Ban-
silal was on the verge of extinc-
" tion when Manohar Lal took
_overand turned the whole sys-
~temaround. Ithas impacted
an over 5 lakh populace and
created more than 32000
‘man-days of MNREGA
~employment. Haryana has
been the first state to utilise
MNREGA in capacity build-
ing and revamping the canal
network. !
Abriefbackground on the
lift canal system would be

appropriate. Lift irrigation

system. means lifting water -

from lower surface to upper
surface as well as lifting it to

dry sloppy areas.

The system was intro-
duced in 1970-1971 in
Haryana, amove ahead ofits
times. It was inspired by the
Tennessee Valley project in
1ISA_ Those who have travelled
to Hathnikund as well as the
desert terrain of Loharu and
Narnaul willvouch for the fact
that half a century ago one
could not imagine-any con-
nection between the two. The
credit must go to those vision-
arysouls who notonly dared
to dream but made things hap-
pen. The lift system saw its
goldenage till the early 80sand
then the decline started. Some
canals were buried 15 feet deep
beneath desert sands and the
pump house, already ram-
shackle and worn, appeared

A% _&%5 years, water was carried to villageé_ on the Rajasthan border

like a teardrop on the histo-
ry of time.

The masses suffered. The

safe operationsof Jawaharlal
Nehru (JLN) canal were mere-
ly to the tune of 1600-1600
cusecs in a canal which had
capacity of 3451 cusecs. Over
« Rs65 crore hasbeen spenton
this canal from 2004 -2014.The

Blitz

safe operations of the JLN
feeder remained below 50
per cent till 2016.

After the newdispensation
tookoverin October 2014, the
focus from survival to restora-
tion started, Major steps were
taken in 2016 and imple-
mentation at the grassroots
level started. With meagre

Sr-

investment on the JLN feed-

“er the operations have been

restored to almost 85 per cent
capacity. The NABARD pro-
ject costing Rs143 crore s in
the final stages of imple-
mentation and will be com-
pletedbefore May 2018. Also
more than Rs 25.75 crore has
been sanctioned torevamp the
Loharulift system which will
be completed before June
2018.

The water security of Nar-

' nal, Mahendergarh, Loharu,

Dadari, Bhiwani and Rewari
has been ensured to a great

" extent. Recharging in Jal

Mahal, Masani Barrage, Krish-
nawati Riverbed, Dohan
Riverbed and Hamidpur Bund
will have along-term impact
on sustainable groundwater
in Haryana.

" The state is yet to receive
water from SYL butsimple grit
to achieve the goal to carry

water to the last mile has
borne results. The work
involved documenting the
status of each pump on every
pump house, More than 237
pump houses with over 5000
pumps ‘were seanned and
operation hours of each pump
wasanalysed, Defunct pumps
were dismantled and all use-
able parts separated and
matched i

The key bottlenecks in

pump operations and the

reasons for pump breakdown
especially motor burning
were studied. Thereafter, itwas
decided that the sumps were
to be cleaned by the mechan-
ical wing as they run the
pumps. All trash racks were
repaired and installed again.
Barrier walls were created to
stop outside silt inflow in
sumps and the operation of
pumps was scheduled to
reduce silt load.

“The overall resulthas been:

1. The INLfeeder carried
over 150% water compared to
2014

2. MGC carried aver 200%
water compared to 2014

3. JLN canal carried 300%
more water compared to 2014

The Centre has recognised

this work done by Haeyan
the Irrigation Depart
wis felicitated by Union
ister forWater Regource
Clean Ganga Mission
Gadkari on 3 January
(The author s Haryan
gation and Water Resc
Department's Chief Eng
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