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‘Mahadayi stir on for 600 days

Farmers plan padayatra after the announcement of the Goa g(ctlon results

GIRISH PATTANASHETTI

HUBBALLI
As the indefinite agitation
launched by farmers and
members of different organ-
isations at Naragund entered
the 600th day on Monday,
there seems to be a2 marked
shift in the approach of pro-
testers towards resolving the
long-pending issue of shar-
ing of Mahadayi river waier
with which the Kalasa Ban-
duri Nala project is
interlinked.
© The political undertones
: of different organisations,
. which were obvious during
the initial days of the agita-
tion, now seem to have dis-
appeared or at least the
. farmers and those leading
the protest have kept such
organisations and individu-
* als at bay.

They are now waiting for
the results of the Goa As-
sembly polls to take the issue

- forward.

“We plan to take a

padayatra of farmers to Goa

- Covering L., Yis

3
¥

entered the 600th day.

should solve the issue amic-
ably. We want to give it a
try,” said Viresh Sobarad-
math, who is leading the
agitation. -

Mr. Sobaradmath, who
launched the agitation along
with Shankranna Kambali,
has now embraced ‘sanyasa’

{‘lvvlth a message that we

and has emerged a “non-
political leader”

While the intervention of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to resolve the issue is
still their main demand, the
developments in the after-
math of the Navalgund viol-
ence and with changed pri-
orities of the leadership,

i
il,,‘ one valce: Farmers staging a protest in l\'aragund on Monday as the Mahaday; agitation
’ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

their approach seems to

- have softened.

Meanwhile, taking excep-
tion to Goa Chief Minister
Laxmikanth Parsekar’s at-
tempts to meet Mr. Modi on
the Mahadayi issue, Naval-
gund MLA N.H. Konaraddi
called it “a ploy” to further
delay the solution.
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- They hail the PM, but no

takers for Nglgnaml Gange

‘ Rohan.Dua@timesgroup. com

Varanasi: The 7—km stretch of the re-
vered Ganga that runs along the city
from Assi to Varuna with grand ghats
will always remain the issue in every
; election till it is cleaned up. _
: From purohits to hawkers, all fume
at the mention of Namami Gange, the
;. Centre’s clean-Ganga mission launched
. 'with fanfare in 2014.
: Sadanand Pandey, a purohit, laments

‘ how the odour of effluents, animal an@

. human excreta that disturb him late
evenings after the aarti. Effusive in
his praise for PM Narendra Modi for

. the Centre’s initiative, he

¢ backs the National Green IIF§

¢ Tribunal (NGT)s com- Z.itd
¢ ment last month rapping )

i government agencies for “only wasting

* public money” in thé name of Namami
Gange project, launched by PM Modi af-
ter his electicn as Varanasi MP. :

“A half-measure is full failure. Modi’s
aman of determination. But the reason

i we wanted to move from Akhilesh to

¢ him has not been convincing. Tourists

* step back even now from taking a dip in

* the smelly river,” says Sadandand.

The January lab report by Sankat
Mochan Foundation, that's been test-
ing Ganga’s water quality and the
bathing ghats of Varanasi, found the
t fecal coliform count (FCC) count had
- jumped from 41,00 per 100m] in 2014 to
- 50,000/100ml in 2017 — way beyond the

3 .

-Covering L, YIS

permissible limit of 500/100 ml. FCC, a
water-borne bacteria, is known to cause
gastro-enteritis.

Head priest (mahant) of Sankat

‘Mochan Temple (SMT) and its chief,

Vishwambhar Nath Mishra, who is also

- a part of the faculty of electronics en-
* gineering at IIT BHU, talks of the time

when he met Modi in 2013, before the LS
polls. “We discussed how Ganga will be
a key issue in speeches and its cleanli-
ness his first big target once elected.
“But, today, minister Uma Bharati is
making an empty promise that she ‘will
commit suicide if Ganga is not cleaned
by 2019. No suicide can save this river
: unless they respect her
% (Ganga),” says Mishra,
&. He talks of how SMT had
taken the issue to then
PM Rajiv Gandhi in 1986 and again to
Modi in 2014.
“The same sewage treatment plant
(SGT) with a capacity of 102 MGD runs
here, when the total waste disposal is

- nearly 376 MGD. Even this government

is not releasing the Rs 49 crore project
envisioned with American technology”
says Mishra. Both Congress and BSP
take a dig at BJP over Namami Gange,
but the saffron party deflects it, saying

- it’s the state government’s jal boards

that “never cooperate”.

“BJP sanctioned Rs 2,000 crore.
Where was Congress and SP before we
took charge?” said Saurabh Srivastva,
BJP candidate for Varanasi Cantt.



