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NGT DIRECTS DJB TO GIVE DETAILS OF WORK ON YAMUNA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, 4 April

The Mational Green Tri-
bunal, which had restrained
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) from
spending money on Yamuona,
today asked it tosubmit com-
plete details of theworks they
plan to complete and the
funds required for them.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson.Justice Swatan-
ter Kumar directed DJE to
file anaffidavit mentioning
specifications of the work

awarded to contractors, be-
sides time when the tender
was invited and awarded.
“DJB was required to fur-
nish complete and compre-
hensive details about work
which they proposed to get
completed on which they
wish to make payment. Let
an affidavit be filed stating
whether the awarded work
forms part of the Phase-I proj-
ect submitted by the DJB. ..
“Whether the work of the
project has been comple ted
in its entirety or partially, if

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9540545?show=print

completed, whether any in-
spectionconducted and sat-
isfactory certificate has been
issued by the DJEB for com-
pletion of the work or not.
If incomplete, the extent of
work executed and the re-
maining,” the bench said.

The matter is listed for
next hearing on April 8.

Earlier, it had directed
DJE not to surrender the
amount allocatedtoitin the
last fiscal for rejuvenat ion of
Yamuna tothe Delhi govern-
ment.
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Clear AAP’sstand on SYL:
Badal to Kejriwal

STATESMAN NEWS SERWICE
Chandigarh, 6 April

Slamming the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)leadership for
adopting double stance on
issue of Satluj Yamuna Link
(8¥YL) canal, the Punjab
chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal today asked
party’s convener Arvind
Kejriwal to clear his stand
on this “emotive issue con-
cerning every Punjabi”.
Speaking toreporters at
Channu area of Muktsar, the
CMsaidthe 8YL canalissue
was the most important
issue concerning the people
of state and AAP should tell
whether they want this
canal, in the pipeline for the
last 40 years, to be con-
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structed or not.

During hisrecent Punjab
visit, the AAP leader and
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
had said that 8YL canal
should not be completed as
the state wants no water to
share,

But after returning to
Delhi, Kejriwal changed
his track. The Delhi gov-
ernment on Monday sup-
portedthe standof Haryana
on SYL issue by filling an
affidavit in the Supreme
Court by favoring Presi-
dential Reference in the
matter.

Mr Badal said that
hypoerisyof AAPeadership

— —

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9550262?show=print

over this issue reflects that
none of the political parties
except SAD-BJP alliance
has any sympathy on this
issue.

The CM further said that
though stateCongress chief
Captain Amarinder Singh
was now misleading the
people by ‘shedding croco-
dile tears’ over this issue but
itwasonrecord that he had
welcomed the then PM Indi-
ra Gandhi to perform the
ground breaking ceremony
of this canal.

The CM said SAD had
opposed theconstruct ion of
this canal sinee ifs inception,
“We are ready to make any
sacrifice but construction
of SYL will not be allowed
to take place at any cost™,
he added. A five-member
Constitution Bench of the
SC is hearing the Presi-
dential Reference pertain-
ingtoPunjab Termination
of Agreements Act, 2004
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The Supreme Court on Wednesday pulled up the Centre for not taking action to provide relief to those affected by drought which forced many farmers
to commit suicide and directed the government to place before it the amount to be released to states under social welfare schemes to handle the
situation.

A bench of Justices Madan B Lokur and N V Ramana questioned the Centre for releasing funds under MNREGA to state governments and and its
claim that it was taking all necessary steps for providing relief to the drought-affected.

“There is a problem and you cannot neglect it. You must realise that there is a problem and eight to nine states are suffering from drought,* the bench
said.

Additional solicitor general Pinky Anand tried to convince the bench that the government is very serious towards the issue and all possible steps are
being taken to handle the crisis.

She told the bench that Rs 7983 crore will be released by the Centre in a couple of days towards wage liability , while Rs 2723 crore will be cleared in
June.

The bench, however, said social welfare schemes like MNREGA were not being implemented in true spirit and wages not being paid on time to
workers due to late release of funds by the Centre.“Unless you release the money on time, it is not going to benefit the workers. How can you ask
people to work without paying them,* the bench said.

The court said framing policy on paper for relief to drought-hit farmers was not sufficient enough. The court was hearing a PIL filed by NGO Swaraj
Abhiyan.

Latur, Beed jail inmates to be shifted as Maharashtra reels under drought

At least 200 prisoners from Maharashtra's drought-hit Beed and Latur districts would be shifted to Nashik and Dhule jails. Maharashtra director-
general of police (prisons) B K Upadhyay said the exact number of those being relocated would be confirmed soon. “Considering the worsening
drought situation, we sent a proposal to shift the prisoners..." Aurangabad range deputy inspector-general of police (prisons) Rajendra Dhamne told
TOL. “The proposal has got assent from the higher-ups. The water situation is comparatively better in the Nashik and Dhule jails." The Latur prison is
dependent on three tankers daily. Likewise, the Beed jail gets its supply from two tankers daily as natural water sources have dried up. Mohammed
Akhef TNN
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With climate change, frequent extreme weather events and an increasingly unpredictable monsoon impacting millions each year, the Centre has
cleared a proposal to set up a centralised system for providing real-time data for flood forecasts, water resource assessment and drought management.

The Cabinet's decision on Wednesday approving implementation of the National Hydrology Project (NHP) with an outlay of over Rs 3,679 crore is a
much-needed measure as the country has suffered two consecutive droughts and three sub-par monsoons on the trot.

The project intends to set up a system for timely and reliable water resource data acquisition, storage, collation and management. The NHP will cover
the entire country as earlier hydrology projects covered only 13 states. It also seeks to build capacity of state and central organisations in water
resource management through the use of information systems and adoption of state-of-the-art technologies like remote sensing.

“The project will help in the development of realtime flood forecasting and reservoir operations in a manner that does not result in sudden opening of
gates leading to inundation of areas below, an official statement said. “It will help in providing real-time information on a dynamic basis to farmers
about the groundwater position for them to accordingly plan their cropping pattern, it added.

The project is expected to assist in promoting “efficient and equitable* use of water, especially groundwater, down to the village level and provide
information on quality of water as well. The NHP will also help in gathering hydrometeorological data which will be stored and analysed on a real-
time basis and can be seamlessly accessed by any user at the state, district or village-level.

The National Hydrology
Project is aimed at
providing real-time
data for flood
forecasts, water
resource assessment &
drought management
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Droughtin Maha, why
waste water for IPL?

MUMEAIL APRIL G
Three days before the Indian
Premier League3 (IPL-3)
begins, the Bombay High
Court today suggested that the
Board of Control for Crcket in
India shift IPL matches to be
plaved in Mumbai and Maha-
rashira elsewhere due to the
severedmught acmss the state
Hearing a PIL, it rapped the
premier crcket body for wast-
ing scarce water in maintain-
ing cricket stadiums across
Maharashtra. The court
wamed that it would have to
cut water supply to the BCCI
tobrng it to its senses, “Ideal -
Iy, the TPL matches should be
shifted to where there is no
water crizis,” the court said.
Hearing a PIL filed by NGO
Lioksatta Movement, the court
sought response from other
cricket associations in Maha-
rashtra. The case comes up
again on tomorrow, —TNS

‘People important or IPL’

@ How can you (cricket
associations) waste water [ike
this? Amre people more important
oryour IPL matches? ... How
can you beso careless? This ks
criminal wastage. You know
what the condition is in
Maharashtra *® - High Court

20,023

of 43,000 villages are drought-hit

22% damwater left in state

Water for pitches

B 15 |PLS matches in Murmbai,
Pune and Nagpur

BECC| needs 60 lakh litres to
water pitches at 3 stadiums

Bidumbai Cricket Association
argued itwas using non-
drinking water

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9550423?show=print
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SCrapsgovtior delayed
hundstodrought-hitareas

MGNREGA PLEA Poor must get relief immediately

R SEDHURAM AN
NEW DELHI, APRIL B
The Supreme Court today
rapped the Centre for delayved
release of funds to the states
for providing 100/150 days of
employment tothe rural poor
every vearn particularly in
drought-hit areas,

A Bencheomprising Justices
said the povernment could not
tell the beneficiaries: ““You first
do the worke, We will pay you
o year later if you are alive.”

Any relief meant for the
poor hit by dmught or other
calamities should be given
immediately, not one or two
vears later, the Bench said
while hearing a PIL plea for
proper implementation of the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employvment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNEEGA) in 12
states that received scanty
rainfall in the past two vears,

The affected states are
Harvana, UP MP Karnata-
ka, Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Maharashtra, Gujarat,

Clear dues within a week: Court

B AN SC Bench asked the Centre to clear dues of the 12
drought-hit states within a week

Nt said the governmenteould nat tellthe beneficiaries: "You
first dothewark. We will payyou oneyear later ifyou are alive.”

Odisha, Jharkahand, Bihar
and Chhattisgarh.

The Bench made the
remark after noticing that
the Centre was vet to release
about Rs 8,000 crore to vari-
ous states for making pay-
ments to the beneficiaries for
work done by them in 2015
16. The outstanding amount
accounted for as much as 20
per cent of the revised Bud-
get estimate for MGNREGA,
the Bench noted.

Further, the states’ status
reports showed that employ-
ment was being  provided
anby fordd days, instead of 100
days in unaffected states and
150 days indrou ght-hit areas,

The Bench directed the
Centre to clear the dues
within a week. Possibly, the
delay in payvments to the
states was the reason for the

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9536353?show=print

gross  under-implementa-
tion of the right to work pro-
gramme, the Bench noted.

“The states would be in a
position to ask the poor house-
holds to work for 1000150 days
under MNREGA only if the
Centre releases the funds on
time,"” the Bench remarked.

Arguing for the Centre,
Additional Solicitor Gener-
al Pinky Anand said the
delays did not exceed one
month. Rejecting this, the
Bench pointed out that the
outstanding of Rs 8,000
crore  represented  about
three months' pavments,

The Bench also directed
the Centre to file an affi-
davit by tomorrow, explain-
ing the huge gap between
the 100 days of work man-
dated under the Act and the
actual achievement,
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Shortage of water in Shimla
suburbs sparks protest

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, APRILG

The farmers under the ban-
ner of Himachal Kisan Sab-
ha representing six gram
panchayats in  the sur-
roundings of the capital city
today staged protest against
the failure of the state gov-
ernment to provide drink-
ing water to the villages,

In a memorandum sub-
mitted to the IPH Executive
Engineer, Shimla state
president Kuldip Tanwar,
who led the farmers delega-
tion, said as many as 13
water schemes in these pan-
chayats had either dried up
or had less water, creating
an acute water crisis in the
villages. These panchayats

inelude Baldeinya, Pujarli,
Dummi, Darbog, Satlai, and
Eoti.

The TPH engineers proms-
ised farmers’ delegation
that they would make all
possible arrangements and
solve the water problem in
two weeks The farmers,
however, said that the TPH
had been making tall prom-
ises, but nothing has been
done on the ground.

Farmers said the Nauti
EKhad-Jagladu water
scheme was not pumping
enough water to meet the
demand of villagers in
Baldeinya area. The KEhum-
ru  NMala-Sanju  gravity
scheme had not yet started.

The Kanda Nala- Kanda
water scheme was not pro-

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9550458?show=print

viding water at Seri and
other villages. In Pujarli
area, Malawag, Seri, Dagah,
Switha, Kalawag, Saplai
and Pujarli villages were
facing acute water shortage
as the supply from the Ash-
wani Ehud scheme had
been stopped three months
ago due to jaundice out-
break, Tanwar said.

The DPER for the Bada-
gaon sewage treatment
plant should be prepared
to make water available
for irrigation in the area,
he added.

In Dumi panchayat, Khul-
tu-Poaba lift drinking water
scheme is being run proper-
Iy to meet the water shortage
in Kakar, Bagora, Bagol and
other villages, Tanwar said.
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WATER LEVELS IN MAJOR RESERVOIRS HA\XE DIPPED TO ANEW | WQW

Fighting draught

| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bengaluru,8 April

Karnataka is fighting a
severe drought wijth the
intense summer,/particu-
larly in the northern parts
of the state , forcing the
waterbodies to dry up as
well. This is perhaps the
worst- ever drought in the
past¥0 years in the state
with over 30 lakh hecates
under khariff and 24 lakh
hectares under rabi get-
ting impacted badly, at a
conservative estimate.
The worst-affected dis-
tricts include
Bagalkot,Gadag,
Haveri,Ballari, Bidar;
Belagavi,Koppal and Yad-
gir following failure of

both the south west and
north east monsoons.

The severity of the
drought can be gauged
from the fact that the state
has incurred a crop loss of
over Rs 14,000 crore. Poor
monsoon over successive
years apart, water levels in
some major reservoirs
have dipped to a new low.
As on 24 March the stor-
age stood at 225 tmc ft
against a normal level of
800 tmc ft.

Besides, the severity of
the drought can be gauged
from the fact that since
April 2015 as many as 1,200
farmers are reported to
have committed suicide.
Consequent to the intensi-
ty, the state government

has approached the Centre
for a bail out package of
Rs 1,400 crore for now
while highlighting the fact
that its farmers alone have
suffered a loss exceeding
Rs 7,000 crore.

For the Karnataka
farmer this drought has
come as a major challenge
as this is the fourth succes-
sive sowing season in
which he has been hit
hard. The seriousness of
the situation is also evi-
dent from the fact that the
Centre itself sent a team to
study the drought condi-
tions.

No wonder than that
Karnataka became per-
haps the first state to
declare a drought while

seeking immediate help
from the Centre .That the
situation in other states is
equally grim can be
gauged from the fact that
Maharashtra,Telengana
and UP, too, are bearing
the brunt.

According to the avail-

able information, Karnata-

ka has declared drought
conditions in 127 taluks in
27 of its 30 districts .

In a related develop-
ment, while the met’
department is holding out
some promise in terms of
a near normal monsoon
this year, for the farmer in
Karnataka, help has to
come both from the Centre
and the state. The recur-
ring droughts, mean-

-7—/_ ST.

while,are also raising per-
tinent questions about the
inadequate irrigation
facilities in the affected
states and not in Karnata-
kaalone.

Over the years, crores
of rupees have been spent
in the name of providing
better irrigation facilities
besides encouraging the
farmers to take up alterna-
tive crops.

Meanwhile,
researchers in the Univer-
sity of Birmingham, it is
learnt, maintain that
recurring droughts need
not necessarily be consid-
ered purely as natural
hazards. These may have
much to do with the way
farmers use water, too.
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Are people more impor-
tantor IPI,? Bombay High
Court posed this ques-
tion before the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) and cricket
associations of Maha-
rashtraand Mumbai, rap-
pingthem over wastage of
water during the forth-
comingIPL, “Ideally, you
should shift the (20) IPL
matches to some other
state where water is in
abundance,” the court
observed.

“How can you (cricket
associations and BCCI)
waste water like this, Peo-
pleare more important or
your IPL matches? How
can you be so careless?
Who wastes water like
this? This is criminal
wastage. You know what
the condition is in Maha-
rashtra,” a Division Bench
headed by Justices VM
Kanade and MS Karnik
said. The court was hear-

ingaPILfiled by NGO Lok-
satta Movement, along
with asimilar PIT filed by
former journalist Ketan
Tirodkar.

Inits petition, the Iok-
satta Movement has chal-
lenged the use of nearly
60 lakh litres of water to
maintain pitchesat three
stadiums in Mumbai,
Pune and Nagpur which
will hold IPL matches,

Tirodkar, in his PIL,
sought a direction to the
IPL Commissioner to pay
Rs 1000/ litre tax on water;
as about 60,000 litres per
day would be required to
maintain the pitches, This
money could be used to put
in place infrastructure
toreach waterto, drought-
hit regions, he said.

Maharashtra is reeling
under a severe scarcity of
water, with the govern-
ment having declared
drought in 65 per cent of
the state's villages. The
court asked the govern-
ment to spell out what
steps it plans to take,
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SC : reods out the drought act

CENTRE PULLED UP Government can'tturn Jalfnd eye to unpaid MNREGA wages, says apex court
‘Are IPL matches more

Bhadra Sinha

® bhadra.sinha@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: As 10 states battle a
drought and the consequent
agrarian crisis, the Supreme
Court pulled up the Centre
on Wednesday over unpaid
wages under rural job scheme
MNREGA, sayingthe government
could not turn a blind eye to it.
“It’s meaningless to have wel-
fare schemes if affected persons
do not receive assured benefits
on time. Thousands of crores is
announced from the PM Relief
Fund but the money reaches
after three years,” a bench head-
ed by justice MB Lokur said.
The bench hearing a public
interestlitigation on drought was
shocked to know that MNREGA
reported over 8,000 crore in
unpaid wages for the 2015-16 fiscal.
“It's not sufficient ta say that
so much has been allotted under
a scheme,” it said. “Those who
worked under MNREGA are wait-
3. ingfor money. Why should people
work without being paid? You
can't tell somebody to work today
withoutmoney, which will be given
after threemonths,” the bench said
when petitioner Swaraj Abl iyan
complained of non-payment.
Additional solicitor general
Pinky Anand told the beach

# Ten states are battling drought. In Maharashtra. the crisis has aﬂected
70% of the state and led to water riots and rationing. ARuIT SEN/HT FILE

the government would release
the payments in a week.
Unconvinced, the judges asked
her to get back on Thursday and

. explain how the Centre would

implement MNREGA as per law:

" HT had on April 4 reported
the delay in payments under the
scheme could aggravate the rural
crisis. Other than unpaid wages of
38,261 crore, government records
show another 3,686 crore as
amountnot paid for material used
in 2015-16. The combined amount
of nearly 12,000 crore could eat
into the budgetary allocation of

338,500 crorefor the current fiscal.

The government had on
Tuesday said the pending liability
of nearly 8,000 crore in unpaid
wages under MNREGA for 2015-
16 would not affect the scheme
in 2016-17. It said the process for
releasing funds to states to clear
liabilities had been initiated.

Aimed at reducing migration
of the rural poor by providing
them employment closer home,
MNERGA assures payment worth
100days’ wages to those who work
for rural infrastructure projects.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

importang t
Ayesha Arvind
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MUMBAI: Watering playgrounds
in drought-hit Maharashtra
is a criminal waste and IPL
matches should ideally be
shifted out of the state, the
Bombay high court said on
Wednesday, chastising the
Indian cricket board for
putting the sport above people.

The court’s stinging obser-
vation came while hearing an

NGO’s petition against holding .

Indian Premier League matches
in Maharashtra. Almost 70%
of the state is facing one of
its worst droughts in history
with shortages so severe that
they have led to water riots and
rationing in many parts.

“How can you waste water like
this? People are more important
or your IPL. matches?” a division
bench of justices VM Kanade
and MS Karnik said.

“How can you be so careless?
Who wastes water like this?
This is criminal wastage. You
know what the condition is in

4 ‘Are IPL matches more important than pe peop ie”

?
n people?’
E BOMBAY HC SAYS
WATERING OF PITCHES A
CRIMINALWASTEIN

DROUGHT-HIT MAHA,
SUGGESTS MATCHES BE

ST —

Maharashtra?”

Theninth edition of the glam-
ourous T20 event, organised by
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI), will be held from
April 9 to May 29.

Maharashtra will host 20
matches in Mumbai, Nagpur
and Pune. The inaugural match,
between the Mumbai Indians
and new franchise Rising Pune
Supergiants, will be played at
Mumbai’s Wankhede stadium
on Saturday: ‘

But the court said, “Ideally,
you should shift the IPL match-
es to some another state where
water is in abundance.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
»» ORGANISERS BRACE

The Supreme Court is push-
ing the cricket board to carry
out a root-and-branch reform
of how it functions by accept-
ing the recommendations by
a judicial panel following a
spot-fixing scandal in the
T20 league three years ago.
On Tuesday, it described the
board as a “mutually benefi-
cial society” which did noth-
ing to promote the game.

The T20 league, among the
richest sporting events in the
world, has also been dogged
by corruption allegations,
leading to the suspension of
two teams by the top court
last year.

Thie idrought in
Maharashtra and nine other
states has led to an agrar-
ian crisis after back-to-back
failed monsoons. ;

The Bombay high court
observed that it was the
state’s duty to preserve and
prioritise water use in times
of crisis and directed the
acting advocate general to
explain the state’s stand on
Thursday.

To the BCCI, it said, “Only
(when) water supply... is cut,
you will understand.”

When the Mumbai Cricket

Association said 40 lakh litres
of water would be used at the
Wankhede stadium, the court

said, “It is a huge number”.
The petltloner urged the
court to issue an interim
order restraining all cricket
assoc1at10;ns in Maharashtra - -
from using ‘Water to maintain
pitches. The court is likely to
issue an order on Thursday.
WITH PTI INPUTS
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Wasting water on IPL matches ina state
reeling from drought is unconscmnable

he show must go on. The ourtake

overlords of cricket, inthis . ;

case the Indian Premier League (IPL) seem to

have taken this phrase to heart. Much to the aston-

ishment and shock of many, including cricket

lovers, the BCCI planned twenty T20 matches in
water-starved Maharashtra. With politicians looking the other
way, it was finally fell to the Maharashtra High Court to do the
needful. On Wednesday, while hearinga PIL against hosting
IPL matches in the state filed by Loksatta Movement, an NGO,
the court came down heavily on the cricket board. Terming the
use of water to maintain cricket pitches as “criminal wastage”,
the HC said that the state is facing a drought-like situation and
that the matches should be shifted out of the state. “People
are more important or your IPL matches? How can you be so
careless?” a division bench headed by Justices VM Kanade and
MS Karnik asked the BCCI. For those still unconvinced about
the hullaballoo, the Mumbai Cricket Association will use 40
lakh litres for seven IPL matches at the Wankhede stadium.

India is facing a severe water crisis and Maharashtra -

along with Bundelkhand, which straddles Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh, are the two major crisis points. In Maharashtra’s
worst-hit region, Marathwada, dams and reservoirs are running
dry and tankers are doing booming business. In Latur, one of
the three badly-hit districts in Marathwada, the authorities
imposed prohibitory measures to prevent clashes at one of the
filling stations on the outskirts of the city after residents, fearful
of the future, opposed sharing reservoir water. Following crop
failure, grain procurement is down to X5 crore as opposed to
an average of over X25 crore every day. Industries, especially
the agro-processing and manufacturing units, have shut down
indefinitely, says a report in Quartz.

‘The situation is not going to improve anytime soon.
According to media reports, summer of 2016 will see above
normal temperature. The aftermath of this unbearable weather:
Reduction in reservoir levels, severe heat, depleting ground
water and unavailability of drinking water. In such a scenario,
the court is correct to raise the moral question: Is it right to go
ahead with cricket matches when we really have a water crisis
of huge proportions on hand? Many would argue that life will
not stop for the crisis and that the water saved will not make
any difference. Probably not, but then the principle of moral
imperative cannot, rather must not, be overlooked here. It is
a pity that the court had to step in on an issue which should
have been acted upon naturally to anyone conversant with the
dire water situation in the state. Cricket is a game loved by
the many Indians, but it exists in socio-economic milieu from

j
| which it cannot be divorced. » /

e




ACTNOW &'\
Ensure implementation of MGNREGA and Food Security Act to
address drought. In long run, water use efficiency iskey

TATIME when as many as nine states in the country are facingan acute wa-

ter crisis, the Supreme Court on Wednesday asked the Union government

notto“turnablind eye” towards drought-hit states. In particular, the court,

hearing a publicinterest litigation filed by the Swaraj Abhiyan, highlighted
the delay in MGNREGA payments. “Relief has to be given immediately and not afterone
year. Temperature is soaring at;% degree Celsius, there is no drinking water, nothing is
there,” said the court. The latest rap for the Centre comes close on the heels of a similar
snub in February when the apex court expressed its strong disappointment over theim-
plementation of the National Food Security Act across several states. The country has
been suffering an extended bout of EINifio, which adversely affects rains and overall pro-
ductivity. According to the Economic Survey, “jverage agricultural growthin EINifio years
since between 1981-82 and 2015-16 has been minus 2.1 per cent compared with a period
average of 3 per cent”. ;

Reduced productivity is just one part of the farmer’s problems at the current junc-
ture. Unlike in the past when reduced productivity was partially offset by better price re-
alisation, this time even that has not happened due to depressed global commodity prices.
This is the main reason why consumers still face retail inflation within the RBI-mandated
range of 5-6 per cent. Farmers need immediate help both in terms of food and work avail-
ability. And it is here that the Centre and several drought-affected states have been lag-
ging behind. According to one estimate, wage payments of close to Rs 10,588 crore are
pending under the MGNREGA — the main programme to counter extreme rural distress.
Worse still, the pendency is most severe in states most affected by drought.

Every major agrarian crisis in the country hasyielded some breakthroughs. Droughts
and famines in the mid-1960s paved the way for the adoption of the high-yielding seed
varieties that helped bring in the Green Revolution. The massive famine in Maharashtra
in the early 1970s led to the enactment of the Maharashtra Employment Guarantee Act
in 1977, whichlater became the blueprint for the MGNREGA. The time is ripe for another
revolution — this time in water-use efficiency. Research shows thatIndia uses two to four
times more water to produce a unit of major food crop than China and Brazil. The Centre
must take the lead in shifting the focus from high-cost large irrigation projects towards
increased ground water recharge and efficient water use, such as drip irrigation, by con-
structing check dams and farm ponds.
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