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As past experience indicates, sharing the river waters is always politically fraught and
needs consistent high-level consideration, for problems can keep arising in dealing with
the numerous trans-border rivers between India and Bangladesh. As the lower riparian,
Bangladesh may feel that its concerns tend to be overlooked: this was the case when
the Ganga agreement was being negotiated, and echoes of the same sentiment are

to be heard today when another Water agreement is being put together

o

he long anticipated visit
by Sheikh Hasina is an
opportunity to freshen
and re-animate ties
between India and its important
neighbour to the east. Not that
there is any pressing need for
new initiatives: relations are
good, there is plenty of coopera-
tion between India and Bang-
ladesh, and few outstanding
issues that demand attention.
The closest there is to a dispute
is the division of the waters of
the Teesta, and that too need not
be an insuperable problem, for
the basic groundwork has been
done, with extensive negotia-
tions yielding an agreement in
principle that former Prime Min-
ister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, was
all set to sign in Dhaka but was
forced to delay owing to unex-
pected backing off by the West
Bengal Chief Minister, whose
support was ~ and is ~ crucial.
Thus the technical basis of a bal-
anced agreement has been
established but the uncertainties
of Centre-State relations in India
have stood in the way of a final
settlement.

Since the earlier near-miss
on Teesta, much has changed, in
that India is under a different
leadership which is widely per-
ceived as being more decisive,
and certainly is much stronger
in Parliament, hence expecta-
tions about river-sharing have
revived, for New Delhi could well
be in a better position today to
come to terms on the water-
sharing agreement that
Bangladesh has been seeking.
Another factor to be noted is that
while India has undergone
sweeping political change
Bangladesh has remained under
the same leadership ~ that of
Sheikh Hasina ~ and this conti-
nuity could be helpful when it
comes to reviving the earlier
effort on the Teesta.

Sheikh Hasina’s exceptional
record as a discerning leader
who has transcended differences
and established meaningful
cooperation with India should
also be acknowledged. It was

sl

under her leadership that the
landmark agreement on sharing
of the Ganga waters at Farakka
was concluded; indeed, it can be
argued that without her the
Ganga would have remained the
biggest obstacle to good rela-
tions, as it was for the previous
half-century. At that time, too,
there were strong differences on
water-sharing between Kolkata
and New Delhi, which were ruled
by parties that had strong politi-
cal differences, but yet they were
able to come together in the
shared cause of peace and devel-
opment. If Sheikh Hasina gave
the lead from Dhaka, she was

able to count on the participa- -

tion and support of the State
Government in Kolkata under
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu, and of
PM LK.Gujral’s gov-

among the negonatmg partles
The upper waters of the Teesta
rise in Tibet so there is some
apparent logic in the suggestion,
even though India has never
favoured third party association
with bilateral issues of this
nature and there can be little
realistic expectation of bringing
third parties into the Teesta dis-
cussion.

Apart from the rivers issue,
there are several other matters
that can be advanced during
Sheikh Hasina’s visit, some being

. projects to be financed out of a

substantial loan that India is to
provide. Infrastructure develop-
ment and better connectivity
have long been on the list of joint
activities to which both coun-
tries are committed though the
follow-up has

ernment in New

remained insuffi-

Delhi. The agree-
ment on the Ganga
waters, as it turned
out, was a prelude
to other water-relat-
ed issues, of which
the Teesta is cur-
rently the most
prominent, though
there are others that
may well move up
when Teesta is sort-
ed out. As past
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The writer is India™s for-
mer Foreign Secretary

cient. For India,
revival of the route
across Bangladesh
is the most efficient
way of getting
across to the North-
East, and it would
make a big differ-
ence to the devel-
opment of that
region. Conceivably,
should trans-border
communications

experience indi-
cates, sharing the river waters is
always politically fraught and
needs consistent high-level con-
sideration, for problems can
keep arising in dealing with the
numerous trans-border rivers
between India and Bangladesh.
As the lower riparian,
Bangladesh may feel that its con-
cerns tend to be overlooked: this
was the case when the Ganga
agreement was being negotiat-
ed, and echoes of the same sen-
timent are to be heard today
when another water agreement
is being put together. As a means
of giving itself some leverage in
dealing with its larger and geo-
graphically better placed neigh-
bour Bangladesh has spoken of
the possibility of a broader
regional water-sharing agree-
ment-that would include China

improve, Chittag-
ong could resume its role as the
port for the eastern part of the
sub-continent and Bangladesh
become a central element in the
evolution of India’s ‘Make East’
policy. The possibilities are
unending. Some of these themes
figure in the large number of
bilateral agreements that are to
be signed during Sheikh Hasina’s
visit and they could give real
substance to the relationship.
‘An MOU on cooperation in
defence manufactures is also
part of the expected outcome
from the visit, and this has
drawn some criticism in
Bangladesh from elements that
do not welcome closer ties with
India.That the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh has not permitted
such groups to call the tune indi-
cates the firmness of her convic-

tion in the matter. She has been
a consistent advocate of better
India-Bangladesh ties and has
helped steer the relationshipina
positive direction.

After long initial travail,
Bangladesh has succeeded in
overcoming many of its early
problems and is today rightly to
be regarded as a significant part-
ner in India’s growth and devel-
opment plans. In some respects
Bangladesh has moved ahead of
India, as for instance in its
progress in programmes for
poverty reduction, health, and
education: India may have
something to gain from closer
interaction in these sectors.
India’s constant effort to combat
terrorism and to lead the inter-
national community in that
direction is an important area of
mutual interest. At one stage the
authorities in Dhaka were reluc-
tant to press too hard against
religious extremists who often
targeted India but ever since
Sheikh Hasina came to power
there has been none of the for-
mer ambiguity in this matter.
Bangladesh itself has been tar-
geted and is a resolute opponent
of terrorism in all its manifesta-
tions.

One must also recall that
Bangladesh has a fine record as a
creative source of many signifi-
cant regional initiatives. The
most important of these is the
setting up of SAARC, which is
now an established part of the
regional architecture but could
scarcely have come into exis-
tence without Dhaka’s persis-
tence and its creative diploma-
cy. Bangladesh has promoted
projects of long distance con-
nectivity and has drummed up
multilateral support for develop-
ment projects like new bridges
and roads to bind the region
closer.

India’s recent initiative to
establish a rail link between
Dhaka and Istanbul is in some
respects an updating of an earli-
er Bangladeshi concept. Maybe
this imaginative idea will receive
a decisive boost from the meet-
ing of the two Prime Ministers.
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Floodalertin Kashmir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JANMKMU, € APRIL

Aflood advisory asking peo-
ple to remain vigilant was
today issued for those living
in south and central Kash-
mir after arise in the water
level of River Jhelum and its
tributaries.

Jhelum has crossed the
‘alarm level' of 18 feet at
Sangam in Anantnag dis-
trict, officials said.

"We havelissued the advi-
sory after the'water level in
River Jhe’lugn‘lcrossed the

18 feet mark'at Sangam,%a

senior official of the Irriga-
tion and Flood Control
department told PTI

He said although the
water level was still rising in
theriver, therate of increase
had showed a downward
trend in the past couple of
hours.

"The rate of increase in
the water level has shown a
decline and it bodes well if
the weather starts improv-
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ing soon," the official said.

Hesaid the water level at
noon at Sangam was 18.40
feet while at Ram Munshi
Bagh in the city it stood at
15.50 feet.

"In March 2015, a year
after the devastating floods
0f 2014, the water level at Ram
Munshi Bagh had reached
21.5feet. Sothereisno need
to panic yet," he added.

The 2014 floods had
caused widespread destruc-
tioninthevalley as more than
300 persons were killed inthe

" deluge that struck in the
_.month of September.

B - According to MET depart-

ment officials, Srinagar
received 83.9 mm rain and
snowfall over the past 24
hours while Kokernag in
south Kashmirreceived 69.9
mm of rains in the corre-
sponding period.
Pahalgam, also in south
Kashmir, recorded rainfall of
64.2mm of rains in the past
24 hours, the officials said.
Theincessantrains have

!
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forced closure of the arter-
ialJammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway as the down-
pour has triggered land-
slides and shooting stones
at several places along the
300-km road.

Massive traffic jams were
witnessed in many parts of
the city as the road were
inundated as drains were
overflowing.

The divisional adminis-
tration has pressed into ser-
vice pumps and fire ten-
ders to dewater the city
roads.

The authorities have also
closed down all schools in
thevalley till Sunday in view
of the rain and snowfall at
this time of the year.

The University of Kash-
mir and Islamic University
have postponed all exami-
nations for the day.

The Health Department
hasdirected all district and
blocklevel officers to prepare
for exigencies in case of
flood.
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'rRmumz NEWS SBRV!CB RET: {,
SRINAGAR, APRIL6 - -
CA rare xmd-spnng snowfall -
! and stormy rainfall that con
i tinued for the. third consecu
Htive day on Thursday swelled :
ithe Jhelum river to an alarm
{ing leve), prompting closure
jof the hlghway after -land-

eral low-lying localities in the-

- It was one of the hlghest"
‘recorded rainfall since the:
,2014 .floods . with " Srinagar-
' city receiving 83.9 mm pre-
.cipitation in 24 hours. The
extreme weather ‘condition
in the region also caused a":
. 51gm.ﬁcant drop in mereury, *
.which came down by nearly
15 degrees from the normal, ..
~and’ led to-a rare snawfall, "
Snnagar clty . ‘recorded "

.3.8°Celsius. ' In the last 13 5%
_years, it'is for the first time - L2728 !
.that the region has recewed : , :
‘snowtlusmonth . touchedlafeet«marlmg- e ra-distrie , . om ATy , ched ;

‘The downpour : made the'i _point- of -‘flood . declaration’, *“either blocked: or inunda : ies'in i 8 nd cantdea'easempremplta~ '
‘Jhelumwaterscrossﬂleﬂood/ an official, of :the Irrigation ' Ka > -cued: chil .uondunngthene1¢24hours ‘
jalarm level in south and cen- . and  Flood . Control depart . ed - trict, ‘and the’ Healt;h D1rec-’ - Meanwhile, the air traffic -
.tral Kashmir. At 6 pm on ment Sald. : _ the mty’s, commerc1a1 ). torate announced helplmes - " at the Srinagar. alrport was
:Thursday, the water level of . Several of th nver strﬂ:)u-v ' were inundated, * - In -Panzipora, a’ Rashtriya . .affected on Thureday due
;the'.]helum had touched: 20 " taries were also flowing above . . -‘The state government ‘Rifles battahon lapnched a to bad weather; leading to -
‘feet at Sangam in south .. the danger mark, The heavy took several - preventive . rescue. operatlon to evacuate caricellation. of :10 ‘flights
.Kashmir, a foot away from »‘;'downpouralsoledtothe con- ', measures and : .announced * locals stranded in the water- ° T “and delaying . others, Five

,the flood declaration lével, - tmued blockade of the am- . \closure of schools and_ col- loggedareasofPairayMohalla;' "incoming and ﬁve ou.tgomg =
! In Srinagar, the’. Jhelum rinag ‘Jeges till Monday. The police - On: recelvmg the. ld.\stress g + flights were cancelled. :
; idei - (Inputs from agenctes). N

water Jlevel at 6 pm had

N e

1aunched rescue operatlons .
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