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Teesta takes back
seat as land deal
grabs spotlight

inlrani.Bagehs
@timesgroup.com

Dhaka: Despite the game
changing nature of the land
boundary agreement(LBA), a
question mark hangs over the
Teesta deal PM Narendra Mo-
di's visit, however, is focusing
on the LBA, emphagizing its
importance n {ransforming
both india’'s boundary as well
asbilateral relations.
Bangladesh's  leadership
understands this. The Bangla
desh foreign minister, A H
Mahimud All, told journalists
on Friduy that patience wases-
sential for the deal. *Discus
sionsare under way away from
the public glare. You won't see
what we are deing because di-
plomacy does not take place In
public.” Instead, hestressed on
connectivity as the primary
“deliverable’ of Modis visit.
in 2011, Mamats Banerjee
torpedoed former PM Man-
mohan Singh's Teesta plans

ture in West Bengal that will
enable the state to utilize
Toesta's walers for northern
Hengal farmers ~ he is also
notifkely toinsistonadez ba-
forethe stateelections in 2018,
Mamaia is not playing the
spoiler this time, but she too
needs to sectre her own back-
vard before agreeing to rene
gotiate the Teesta desl At
present, almostallof Teesta’s
waters flow into Bangladesh
because West Bengal has 1t
tie or no means to utilize the
water She wunis o change
that, but it's not vet clear how
far she will be snceessiul.
During the discussions
hereonSaturday and Sunday,
Teesta Hgures prominently
but offline, suid sources,
There will benomentionof it
inthejoint statement either,
For ordinary Bangladesh
is, though, theL.BA Isadefinite
sign that other outstanding is-
sues ton would be wrapped up.
Whﬁe m Rangfadesh the‘ dom-

Posters of Modi, Hasina and Mamata put up at a traffic intersection in
Dhaka to mark the visit of the Indian leaders to Bangiadesh

at the 11th hour .- largely be-
cause the Centre ignored lo-
calpolitical compulsionsand
failed t0 factor in Mamata's
concernsasthenewlyelected
CM of West Bengal,

Modi has much better po-
litical instinets, While incen:
tivizing Mamata on Teests —

the Centre will help the state
PRV Y % S - |
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inantnarrative isthat the LBA
will prevent RBangladeshis
from geiting shot at by BSF
rangers, in india, it's about se-
curingthebordertfoprevent in.
filtration and insurgents from
crossing over

There has been a definite
nterest here in reports that
the B%F wants te Eegahzc cat
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BEHIND-THE-SCENE NEGOTIATIONS ON ON WATER-SHARING; MAMATA'S ACCO

B'desh banks on Modli for solution to Tee

uday basa

DHAKA, 6 JUNE : Prime Misistcr
Narendra Modi's 36-hourdong
visit of Bangladesh beginning
today has triggered 2 whole
range of emotions among the
people hese over one siagle
issue ~ the botched Teesta
water sharing agreement ~,
even though it won't figure dur
ing his oflicial ¢ngagements
with Bangladesh Prime¢ Minister
Sheikh Hashina.

The deal i now mised in
diplomatic manocuvring, haie
sphisting tcchnical arguments
and pofitical caleulations, but
thousandls of people lving ia

dozens of villgges on the two
flanks of the river are waiting
with bated breath for the differ
ences to be ironed out and 2
solugion found &t the easdiest.
for them &'s a question of fife
and death.

The sharing of Teesta water
is 4 highly emotive issue here
because availability of water
during the lean period from
November to Apri is the only
guarantec for economic and
social prosperity of a lasge swa-
the of Bangiadesh's popula.
gion,

the problem of scarcity of
'eesta wates during the lean
period has been acutely felt this

?; 5 | NEW DELHI 7 JUNE 2015\ 7/

year like never before. Farmets
living along the areas through
which the rver flows in
Bangladesh comphain they can't
cultivate theis land as the crops
dry up around this time of the
year. Around 3,000 boatmen
depend on the flow of Teesta
water for eking out  living. But,
they find susvival dusing the
lean pesiod extremely difficult
as they can’t row their boats for
lack of wates at that fime. o
over 5,000 fishermen of 24 vil
lages the winter months bring
untold miserics. With the siver
going dry, they can't get any fish.

fven school children find
themselves in the grip of a dif

ferent kind of crists for want of
watcr in the Teesta dusing the
lean season. They are left with
no choice, but to walk for miles
on sandy land after Teesta water
stops flowing. On an average
they have to watk 2-4 miles on
sandy land to reach their
schools and attend  classes,
whereas during the monsoos
months they get jolly well boat
rides to their schools. Sheikh

Reroze, coavener of Teesta
Raksha Sangram Committed,
spearheading the movement for
“heres” sharing of Teesta water,
said the last kean petiod was the
WOTSL £VEE

According to  Bangladesh
Joiat River Commission (JRC)
estimatcs Bangladesh received
only 232 cusecs of Teesta water
on 22 March, while the average
flow of Teesta in the last 19 days

of March ~ the peak of the lean
period ~ dropped 1o 315
cusecs this year from 55 cusecs
during the same period in 2014.

Against this bieak backdrop
the only hope for Bangladesh is
Mr Modi's "deft” handling of the
usresolved issues between India
and Bungladesh. The presence
of Bengal chief minister Mamata
Ranerjee during the signing of
the Land Border Agreement and

MPANYING PM SEEN AS HOPEFUL SIGN

sta tangle

the introduction of Kol
Dhaka-Agartala bus serviee
today has raised hopes o
people of Bangladesh tha
solution to the Teesta ang
probably in sight.

Significantly, the foreign
isier of Bangladesh
Mahmood Ali  said:
though the Teesea deal wor
ure during Mr Modi's on
visit, diplomatic negotiatio
going on behind the scene
mutually acceptahle form
witer shaging. The medi
come to know about the
come of Tecsta aegoti
when conerete  resuits
achieved”
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Mamata S presence is

tor stalled Teesta a
LA

HT Correspondent
o ftters@hlndistantimes.core

- PHAKA: “The land boundary
agreement is historie, it will
be good for all,” was West
Bengal chief minister Mamata
Baneriee's short response to the
media on Saturday

Banerjee’s presence, and more
importantly her one-on-one
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, was 2 key high:
light of the first day of Modis
visit to Dhaka.

The West Bengal chief minis-
tor had s 40-minute meeting with
Modi on Saturday affernoon as
the two leaders, engaged in an
animated conversation, walked
{6 the venue where they Sagged
off the two bus services along
with Bangladesh prirme minister
Sheikh Hasina,

Anindian officer said the three
leaders later met in a private
affair, without any officials.

‘The Bangladesh prime mings.
ter alsospared no efforts to please
Banerjee. Soon after her flight
landed in Dhaks, Hasina phoned
thechief minister and reguested
her fo siay longer Banerice then
altered her previcus plans and

M

Crveriin L. YViF

Decean Herald

Blita
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 As soon as Mamata fanded in
Dhaka, Sheikh Hasina cafled
her up and recuested her fo
axtend her stay, PTI PHOTD

attended the banguet,

“We were priviieged to have
with us the chief minister of
West Bengal,” Modi said in his
statementtothe media after meot:
ing his Bangladeshi counterpart,

Baneriee’s presence has
brought some hope to the stalled
Teesta water-sharing ireaty
though the Trinamecl leader,
faced with the forthcoming

hope

greement

assembly elections in 2016, will
not be changing her position on
the treaty

Unhappy over the freaty, the
West Bengal chief minister had
refused to accompany the then
prime minister Marsmohan Singh
toDhaka in 2611

“No important watersharing -

treaty has been signed in the
world in: this century, indicating
how Increasing water stress is
making sharing and ¢oopera:
tion morediffionlt,” said strategic
sffalrsexpert Brahma Chellaney,
author of the bock Water: Asia's
New Battleground.

He added, "With states in
India asserting their rights, i
is no tonger possible to do what
Nehrudid - ride roughshod over
the inferests of Jocal Idian siates,
especially Jammu and Kashimnir,
by signing the Indus Waters
Treaty with Pakistan.”

The Teesta deal was set to be
inked during then prime min-
ister Manmohan Singh's visit
to Bangladesh in September
2011 but was postponed at the
last minute due to objections
raised by Banerjee who had also
dropped out of the primeministe-
rial delegation.
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PRAKL: "Oh, Teesta!” ran a
front-page beadline in one of
Bangladesh's leading newspa
pers Daily Siar on Saturday The
accompanying smaller headline
was equally stark —“Thinriver to
continpereminding Bangladesh
about prolonged sufferings inflice
ad by India”™.

As Prime Minister Nurendra
Modi arrived in Dhaka for what
isheing described asz “historic”
visit, the spottight iwariably ison
the Teesta waters, oneof the most
emotional issues for Bangladesh
i its relations with India.

While the two cotintries areall
sat to settle » 41 year-old border
dispute through the exchange
of 161 enclaves, a CONSENsUS ON
Teesta wutersharing remains
elusive despite several rounds
of talirs between both countries.

“Hangladesh and India share b4
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rivers but none evokes as miuch
passion in Bangladesh as Teesta.

“For India, the visit (of PM
Modiy will be a crowning suc:
cess. But for Rangladesh, the
visit without a Teesta deal will
he g deep disappointment and &
defeat of our diplomucy” wrote
Abdul Hannan, a former diplomat
and columzuist.

But water being a state sub-
ject, the Centre cannet hope
to conelude a deal on sharing
Teests water without geiting West
Bengal chief minister Mamata
Baneries on board, Buf with West
Bengal headed for polls in 2616,
Mamata Baneriee would find it
difficult to move on the demand.

As per an agreement of 2011,
which was not signed due to
opposition from Baneriee, the
two sides had sgreed toshare the
river's watey 50:50, the same as the
1898 Ganges watershuaring pact
hetween the neighbours.

(f late, Dhaka is complaining

* PM Modu, an a 2-day visit to Dhaka, interacts witha ciﬁ!d as

Sheikh Hasina fooks on. \ REUTERS PHOTD

that theflow of Teestaisthinning  Banerjee, who had also dropped

atarmingly out of the Prime Ministerial del:
The Teests deal was set to be  egation.

inked during the then Prime And though Mamata Baneriee

Minister Manmohun Singh’s  has joined Modi on the Dhaka

visitto Bangladesh inSeptember  visit, they won't be guenching
2011 but was postponed at the  Bangladesh's thirst for Teesta
1ast minute due to objections by waters,
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Awornan crosses the drybedof a
village pond in Kutch district, Express

AHMEDABAD QQ @(

Village may lose only
water supply source

RESIDENTS OF A REMOTE VILLAGE ON
Khadir fsland, arourd 250 kmeast of Bhuj
town in Kutch district, are worried.
Katyanpar village has received barely any
rainifalt in the last swo years, And now, the
owner of a tube welf which happens to
be the sole source of drinking water for
the village, has threatened to stop sup-
plying water from August,
“Our wi]age pond has remained dry !

for many years,” said the sarpanch.
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PM assures Bangla on Teesta,

Wiater sharing is a human issue...l am confident that we can reach a fair solution on Teesta and FeniF

EXPRESSIN Q/
BANGLABESH

SHUBHAJ!T ROY
DHAKA, JUNEB

AS INDIA extended a $2 hiflion
Line of Credit (Lo} to Bangladesh
on Saturday to develop itsinfra-
structure and signed 22 agree-
mesits, Prirme Minister Narendra
Wodi on Saturday almost took a
leaf out of former PM
Masriohan Singh's book to ad-
dress Dhaka's concerns on Teesta
and trade irhalance.

Singh had in 2010 an-
nounced a $1 biflion LoC, the
largest extended to any country
inasingle phase at that fime.

With West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee in
town, Modi sought to soothe
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina
on Teesta as he said that “rivers
should not become a source of
discord”. He said he was confi-
dent thatwith the support of the
state governmentsinlndia, they
can reach a “fair solution” on
Teesta and Feni rivers,

“0ur rivers should nurture
our relationship, not beceme a
source of discord. Water sharing
is, abave all, a human issue, it af-
fects Hife and livelihood on both
sides of the border. | am confi-
dent that with the support of
state governments in India, we
canreach afair solution on Teesta
and Feni Rivers,” Modi said.

in September 2011, with
Mamata cancelling her trip at
the fast minute, Singh had said:
“Cur comenen rivers need notbe
sourees of discord, but can be-
come the harbingers of prosper-
ity to both our countries.”

White Mod: on Saturday only
pushed for a “fair selution”,
Singh had then said that they
have decided tocontinue discus-
sions to reach a “mutoally ac-
ceptable, fair and amicable
asrangernent” for the sharing of
the Teesta and Feni river waters.

O the issue of trade imbai-
ance, Modi said he was “con-
scious” of the huge trade imbal-
ance and will do everything
ind:a can to bridge the deficie.

“tam conscious of the huge
trade imbatance, despite duty
free and guota free access to
Bangladesh in Indiaon aibut 25
iterns. Yet, § have assured the
Prime Minister that we will do
everything we can to bridge the
deficit. Indian investments in
Bangiadesh will help. f will also
fry o make rade smoother and
easier, including at the border,
The agreemnent on standards and
festing is astepinthat direction,”
Modi said,

1n 2013, Singh had said that
india was “fully alive” to the
problem of trade imbalance.
“India is fully alive to the prob-
lern..Fam pleased to announce
that, with immediate effect, we
will provide duty free access o
the Indian market 0 46 textile
tasif lines as requested hy
Bangladesh.”

Modi at the Bangabandhu Museurn in Dhaka on Saturday. fapon Dey
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