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Rain brings relief, light
showers likely today too

= Children enjoy the weather in New Delhi on Monday. RAJ K RAJ/HT

HT Correspondent tered a maximum temperature  bringing temperatures down fur-

+ hireporters@hindustantimes.com of 43.2°C. The humidity ranged  ther to38°C (maximum) and27°C
from 66 and 41%. (minimum).

NEW DELHE: Delhiites experienced The Met office has predicted This summer has been the hot-
some respite from the heat on  the possibility of dust storms test for Dethi with the Met office
Monday eveningasadust storm  and thunderstorms towards issuingaredalertamid warnings
accompanied by drizzle brought ~ Tuesday afternoonand evening.  of an intense heat wave in May.
the mercury down by 2.3°C in With dust storms and thun-  The Palam weather station, usu-

the Capital. derstorms likely to occur on  ally the hottest part of the city,
The maximum tempera- Tuesday, the temperature is had recorded a high of 47°C.
ture on-Monday was recorded likely to oscillate between 39°C Yesterday, the minimum tem-

at 40.3°C, while the minimum  and 28°C. Such weather is likely perature had settled at 30.6°C,
temperature settled at 30.2°C  to continue evenon Wednesday. while maximum temperature
— two degrees above normal. The weekend is also set tobe  was recorded at 42.6°C.

The Palam observatory regis- pleasant with rain on Saturday, (With inputs from PT)
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A bright and sunny Sunday morning turns
several shades darker with 10km tall
cumulonimbus clouds floating in from K
Bangladesh to envelop the sky. The trigger? A ed sf»ﬁ
high-pressure belt in Myanmar.

According to a senior weather scientist, the beft
“rg-routed” moisture-laden air that had been
blowing into Myanmar towards Bangladesh,
where thunderclouds were forming because of a
confluence of the moisture with hot dry winds
from north India. This had been happening for
three days.

Barely
half an hour before the
incursion of black clouds from
Bangladesh, the skies over the Hooghly had been a
picture of autumnal blue with Specks of fluffy white. The air was sticky,

T\
N \

like it has been over the past few days. The temperature then was 32 degrees Celsius Clear skies and the sun return. b s . . . .

4 - ’ .- , but this time with a gentle breeze blowing across the city. This
but weather portal AccuWeather.com pegged the RealFee! (reflecting the impact of heat and humidity on ensured that the temperature stayed below normalgin the afternoon Thegmaximum ter|n);l)erature
your skin) at 41 degrees. This was due to the abundance of moisture in the air, caused by two cyclonic on Sunday read 33.6 degrees Celsius, a notch below normal. “it was raining hard one moment

circulations, one over Odisha and the Andhra Pradesh coast and the other over Madhya Pradesh. and then it was sunny again, all within minutes,” said Chandrima Mukherejee of Behala
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"Monsoon to hit
erala in

Kochi: The weatherman has

‘predicted that the Southwest

¢ Monsoon wil hit Kerala in

about three days and the

; rains being witnessed by the
state now are part of the

(¥ ?transition from pre-monsoon

o monsoon. The delay in the

. s | arrival of the monsoon ison |

\s &ccount of the Roany cycione

¢ & V] ; that passed through the Bay
Stagnated rainwater inconveniences motorists and g

| .~ of Bengal from the Chennai
pedestrians at Malakpet. - P SUI?ENDR;%t Q coast to Kolkata coast before

dissipating by the end of
May.
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Rain afte'r-effect:mHea
in dirty Subramanya

BENGALURU: Friday night's
rain in southern Bengalury
led to heavy frothing in Sub-
ramanyapura lake which is
already on the verge of ex-
tinction due to unrestrained

vy foam
pura lake

Drain water enters slum

The heavy rainfall gave a sleepless night to residents of Sri-
rampura slums in Thurahalli as water from a nearby
stormwater drain gushed into their homes. Blame the

dumping of raw sewage poor planning of the BBMP, Engineersin its stormwater

from nearby apartment drain divisionlinkedtlmmajor stormwater drain to the

blocks. shoulder drain next to the stums, As a result, the shoulder
Asix-foot-high layer of foam drain was clogged and the water from the stormwater

appeared in the lake’s waste
weir on Friday night and Sat-
urday. The foam from the high-
ly contaminated lake stretched
to the middle of the road and
was carried into the air by a
thunderstorm, Office-bearers
of the local BHCS Layout Res-
idents’ Welfare Association
said the civic agencies’ “com-
plete neglect” of the lake had
led to its pathetic condition,
Pradeep Rudrapatna, an of-
ficer-bearer, said the lake had
pristine water until six years
ago but was now full of weeds
due to sewage. “The tank bund
next to the waste-weir was
damaged just a few years ago.
inwater no more staysinthe
lake. It has become 3 big septic
tank for the mega residential
complexes nearby,” he said.

drain entered the homes, Slum dwellers said the blame

would lie on the BBMP if any untoward incident happened
and any child fell into the overflowing shoulder drain, .

Rudrapatna said the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), the Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority (BDA) and
the Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
had drawn an action planofRs
110 crore for diverting sewage
from the lake. The BEMP and
the BDA deposited their share
of funds with the BWSSB, but
the water board is yet to com-
plete the work even after four
years, he added.

The association members
said they had made represen-
tations to the Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board

*

(KSPCB) but to no avail, When
contacted, KSPCB chairperson
Lakshman said he was aware
of the problem and had direct-
ed his staff to look into the mat-
ter. “Our officials have visited
the lake and taken water sam-
Ples. We are serious about say-
ing this lake,” he said.

BBMP Chief Engineer
(Lakes), BV Sathish, said the
civicagency had taken over'the
lake from the BDA and got
funds sanctioned by the state
government. “We will develop
this lake. The work will start in
November,” he said.

DH News Service
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BENGALURU: Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah's directions to
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) officials to
take measures to tackle the
problems arising out of mop-
soon have not helped much as
rain-related woeg continued to
haunt several areas in the city,
The downpour on Saturday
nightresulted in massive flood-
ing at Ramanashree Enclave,
Bilekahalli. Apartment dwellers
complained that the rainwater
mixed with Sewage entered sey-
eral houses. “The stormwater
drain (SWD) nearby is not de- Syed Ismail Ali, one of the near Kumaraswamy Layout,
silted and the repeated com- traderg said: " The footpaths Vittalnagar in ISRQ Layout, Vi-
plaintstoBBMPhasgonedown are uneven and goes missing Jjaya Bank Colony on Banp-
the drain. About three feetwa- gt a few stretches. It is difficult nerghatta Road, Hosakerehalli
ter accumulated on road Dear  to walk on pavements during andin Padmanabhanagar.
the apartment,” said S Krishna, monsoon." There were ajso reports of
aresident of Ramanashree Ep- Flooding was also reported tree uprooting in JP Nagar, Ku-
clave, At Tannery Road, water at Ideal Homes jn Bommana- Maraswamy Layout and at Ch;-
clogging was reported and  halli, 13th A Cross, Sarakki, trakala Parishat Premises on
footpaths remained clogged. Chandranagar 12th Main Road Kumara KrupaRoad.

Rains catch visitors to Cbbon Parku

Nawares on sunday.
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d Jayanagar main road on Saturday. (Right} A compound wall collapsed on parked cars at Ifyas Na

Motorists struggle to navigate the waterlogge
100 feet road in Banashankari. bH PHOTOS
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in South Bengaluru

BENGALURU: Rain wreaked
havoc in South Bengaluru on
Friday and Saturday.

While the wall of a building

belonging to an educationalin- -

stitution collapsed at Ku-
maraswamy Layout, many
houses were flooded and
branches of several trees came
down crashing.

The pre-monsoon showers,
mainly in South Bengaluru, dis-
rupted normal life in the low-1y-
ing areas for the past two days.

Complaints poured in at
the BBMP control room on
Saturday.

The officials said the wall of
Geological Survey of India of-
fice had collapsed.

However, there were no re-
ports of loss of property or ca-
sualties.’

There were complaints about
flooding at Ideal Homes apart-
ment in Rajarajeshwari Nagar,
13th A Cross at Sarakki, 12th
Main at Kumaraswamy Layout,
Muneshwara Temple at Hosak-
erehalli, 5th Cross of ISRO Lay-

People wde thrugh a foded streetin Korangala on SaturdaH PHOT ‘

out, Vijaya Bank Colony on Ban-
nerghatta Road, Anugraha Lay-
out near Madivala, Komarla
Seeds at Padmanabhanagar,
DO Enclave at Kodihalli, Putte

nahalli, Yelchenahalli, JP Nagar
and 4th Sector of HSR Layout.

Tree branches gave way at
Bhalamuri Temple in KS Lay-
out, post office at Vivek Nagar,

JP Nagar 3rd phase and
Venkatadri Layout near
Apollo Hospital.

The control room in-charge
said, “Soon after receiving

O FERTIRI FES @E QI HATETD
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al life

complaints, we immediately
rushed our teams to remove
tree branches and pump out
rainwater from clogged areas.”
DH News Service ‘
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Modi visit: Dedicates Rs 1,700 crore Salfna Dam, visits Indian Consula

India will expand ties with Afghanist

HERATY: Unfazed by terror
attacks on its missions, In-
dia will extend cooperation
in Afghanistan, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi asserted
on Saturday, after dedicat-
ing aRs 1,700-crore damin
Herat province.

Modi said other countries
may have a “sunset clause” but
India’s ties with Afghanistan
remain “timeless”.

“Qur resources may be
modest, but our will is bound-
less. We face barriers of geog-
raphy and politics, but we de-
fine our path from the clarity
of our purpose,” he said in an
address after inaugurating the
Afghan-India Friendship Dam
along with President Ashraf
Ghani.

The dam, earlier known as
Salma Dam, has been built by
India ata cost of Rs 1,700 crore
on river Harirud in Chist-e-
Sharifin western Herat neigh-
bouring Iran.

It will irrigate 75,000
hectares of land and generate
42 MW of power.

“When our people are un-
der attack, the brave Afghans
guard us as their own. This is
the nobility of your heart and
the strength of your friendship.
I have seen this from the mo-
ment I assumed office as Prime
Minister. “For on that day,

CEMENTING TIES: The Salma Hydroelectric Dam is at Chishti-e-
Sharif in Afghanistan's Herat province; (inset) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani during a
meeting in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Saturday. pti/ AFp

when terrorists launched a
massive attack on our con-
sulate in this city of Herat, the
heroic efforts of Afghan sol-
diers, and of our personnel,
saved many lives and prevent-
ed a big tragedy,” he said, re-
ferring to the 2014 attack on
the Indian mission here. “We
want to see your art, culture

and poetry thrive. And, we
want to see your cricketers join
the ranks of test players and
also seek glory in IPL,” he said.

Without naming any coun-
try, Modi said India drew
strength and confidence from
Afghanistan’s deep commit-
ment to “protect” the partner-
ship from the “designs” of oth-

ers.

Talking about the dam,
Modi said the fields that pro-
duce the finest fruits and saf-
fron shall once again “come
alive” with the clear waters of
the river.

In his address, the Prime
Minister invoked the Holy
Quran to say that “river is cen-

tral to the image of Paradise”
and cited India’s ancient scrip-
tures in which “rivers defined
our nation and were celebrat-
ed as the giver of life”.
Striking an emotional
chord, Modi referred to Her-
at’s great Sufi Poet Hakim
Jami, to say whatever happens,
in a bright or a dark moment,

Amir Amanuliah
Khan Award

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was on Saturday con-
ferred with Amir Amanul-
Iah Khan Award;
Afghanistan’s highest civil-
ian honour, PTI reports
from Tehran. . :

Of qaer

“Lam used o the noise of
democracy;” Prishe Minis-.
ter Narendra Modi .
quipped on Saturday, in an
apparent reference to the
Opposition attacks on him
back home, reports PTI
from Tehran. Modi made
the remarks when Afghan
National Security Adviser
Mohammad Hanif Atmar
suggested to him to wear
earmuffs after he boarded
a helicopter.

“we will always experience, the
freshness and happiness of the
gentle breeze of friendship.”

He also wished the people
of Afghanistan and all Muslims
across the world for the Holy
Month of Ramzan.

Ghani welcomed Modi to his
“second home”, Afghanistan.
PTI
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Friendship dam

= PROJECT: To irrigate 75,000 . LocaTion:
hectares of land and generate 42 Mw -
of power i 1 6 5 km

= DIMENSION: Height 104.3 metres,  [adauils Sy
length 540 metres and 450 metres .
wide at the bottom €osT:

= COMPANY: WAPCOS Ltd, a Govern- | ¥ 700 ¢ |
ment of India undertaking under the ) )
Ministry of Water Resources

# LOGISTICS: Equipment and material from India sent to
Iran’s Bander-e-Abbas bort via sea, then along 1,200 km
by road to Islam Kila border post between Iran and
Afghanistan, from there to the site 300 km by road.

River Harirud |
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~ “‘Gangotri glacier

Scientists say dwindling snowfall affects volume of water fed to the

ViDYA VENKAT

NEW DELHE: After a four-hour-
long trek from Bhojwasa, the
final camping spot in Gango-
tri, when a brown, fractured
pile of rocks finally came in-
to view it was hard to believe
that this was the mouth of the
glacier from which the ‘holy’
Ganga emerged.

Gaumukh, the snout of the
Gangotri glacier, named after
its shape like the mouth of a
cow, has retreated by over 3
kilometres since 1817, says
glaciologist Milap Chand
Sharma of Jawaharlal Nehru
University.

1t was nearly two centuries
ago that the retreat of the gla-
cier was first documented by
John Hodgson, a Survey of
India geologist.

With 10 Indian States reel-
ing under drought and the
country facing a severe water

crisis after two weak mon-
soons, the story of retreating
freshwater sources such as
the Himalayan glaciers is
worrying. And though a
three-kilometre retreat over
a period of two centuries
might seem insignificant at
first glance, data shows that
the rate of retreat has in-
creased sharply since 1971
The rate of retreat is 22
metres per year.

Less ice formation

The retreat points to lesser
ice formation each year than
its current rate of melting, a
process that is continuing,
say scientists at the National
Institute of Hydrology, Roor-
kee. “Winter precipitation is
when the glacier receives ad-
equate snow and ice for
maintaining itself. About 10-
15 spells of winter snow as
part of western disturbances

Tune 20! 6

retreated by 3

34

MELTDOWN: Gaumukh, snou

t of the Gangotri glacier,
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surrounded by the Bhagirathi peaks of Garhwal Himalayas, at
an altitude of over 4,000 metres. — PHOTO: VIDYA VENKAT

feed the glacier. But last year
'Gangotri received very little
snowfall. We have also ob-
served more rainfall and a
slight temperature rise in the
region, both of which trans-
fer heat on to the glacier,

warming it,” Professor Ma-
nohar Arora, scientist at NIH
explained.

In summer, the melting of
the glacier feeds the Bhagi-
rathi River, the - source
stream of the Ganga. A week

ago, when this correspond-
ent scaled 4,255 metres to re-
ach the glacier, the day time
temperature was about 15 de-
gree Celsius, and the Bhagi-
rathi was swollen with water.
However, dwindling snow-
fall levels have also affected
the volume of water dis-
charged during summer into
the river, compared to peak
levels. »
“Small lakes have formed
on top of the glacier, as you
go beyond Gaumukh to-
wards Tapovan,” eminent
conservationist, and moun-
taineer Harshwanti Bisht,
who won the Edmund Hill-
ary Mountain Legacy Medal
in 2013, told The Hindu. “It
was the blast of one such gla-
ciallake in Chorabari that led
to the June 2013 flood disas-
ter in Kedarnath,” she said
worriedly, adding, “If such
fast pace of melting contin-

km in two centuries’

Bhagirathi, the main source of the Ganga

ued here as well, such disas-
ters cannot be ruled out.”

Caving in .

Earlier the Gangotri gla-
cier appeared as a convex
shape structure from atop
Tapovan, the meadow at the
base of Shivling peak beyond
Gaumukh, but now the gla-
cier appears to be caving in
and is concave in shape, Ms.
Bisht added.

“In 1977, when I used to go
for mountaineering training,
bardly two or three cars
could be spotted in Gangotri.
But now there are hundreds
and thousands of cars and
buses plying pilgrims and
tourists to these places dur-
ing the summer months,”
Ms. Bisht said.

(This work is supported by
a fellowship from the Earth
Journalism Network and
The Third Pole)
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Arctic may be ice-free for

first time in 11akh years

LONDON, PTL: The Arctic
may become ice-free this
year or next for the first
time in more than 1,00,000
years, a leading Cambridge
scientist has claimed.

According to the predictions
of Professor Peter Wadhams of
Cambridge University in the
UK, we could see “an area of
less than 10 lakh sqkm for Sep-
tember of this year”.

Provisional satellite data pro-
duced by the US National Snow

and Ice Data Centre shows -

there were just over 1.10 crore
sgkm of sea ice on June 1 this
year, compared to the average
of nearly 1.27 crore sqgkm for
the last 30 years, “The Inde-
pendent” reported.

“My prediction remains that
the Arctic ice may well disap-
pear, that is, have an area of less

than 10 lakh sqkm for Septem-
ber of this year,” said Wad-
hams, head of the Polar Ocean
Physics Group at Cambridge.

3
Covering L., YIS

= US National Show
and Ice Data Centre
shows there was just
over 1.10 cr sqkm of
sea ice on June 1 this
year

Average sea ice here
for past 30 years was
1.27¢cr

The last time the Arc-
tic was clear of ice is
believed to be about
1,00,000 to 1,20,000°
years ago

“Even if the ice does not
completely disappear, itis very
likely that this will be a record
low year. I am convinced it will
be less than 34 lakh sqkm,” he
said.

“I'think there is a reasonable
chance it could get down to 10
lakh this year and if it does not
do it this year, it will do it next

year,” Wadhams added.

The last time the Arctic was
clear of ice is believed to be
about 1,00,000 to 1,20,000
years ago.

Seaiceis usually at its lowest
in September and starts to build
again when the winter sets in.

Dr Peter Gleick, aleading cli-
matologist, said he had “no

idea” if Wadhams’s prediction
was correct.

Gleick, however, said that
Wadhams was right to sound a
warning about the rising tem-
peraturesin the region, adding
it was “extraordinarily disturb-
ing even in a world of disturbing
news about accelerating
climate change”.
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Art of Living hints at approaching
Supreme Court against NGT order

Displays satellite images to refute allegations that its three- day event damaged the Yamuna floodplains

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: The Art of Living
Foundation on Monday re-
futed the allegations that its
three-day mega event had
damaged the Yarhuna
-floodplains and hinted that

it may approach the Suy--

preme Court against the
National Green Tribunal’s
order, which asked it to pay
Rs.5 crore as compensation.

The foundation has de-
posited Rs.4.75 crore “envi-
ronment compensation”

with the Delhi Develop--

ment Authority as directed
by the NGT for damaging
Yamuna’s biodiversity dur-
ing its ‘World Culture Fes-
tival’ in March.

Subjudice matter

Noting that the matter
was subjudice with the
NGT, the Art of Living ex-
perts said they are yet to
present their evidence to
the Tribunal.

" “Our legal team is study-
ing the NGT order. The Su-
preme Court is on vacation.
‘We will soon take an appro-
priate step,” the Art of Liv-
ing’s spokesman Kedar De-
sai told reporters here.

The foundation's legal
and environmental experts
even displayed satellite im-
ages and photographs to
claim that no environmen-

tal damage was done to the

Yamuna floodplains.
The of Living
claimed that there has been

TROUBLED WATERS: The foundat|on has dep051ted Rs.4.75 crore w1th the DDA as durected by the
NGT for damaging Yamuna’s biodiversity during its ‘World Culture Festival' in March. riLe pHoTO

Do scientific assessment of
pre and post situation of the
floodplains till now.

“There is no scientific as-
séssment of the pre and
post situation at Yamuna
floodplains where World
Cultyre Festival was held.
The judicial process is on
and if we win, the money
(Rs.5 crore) will be return-
ed to us,” Mr. Desai said.

Environment consultant
Prabhakar Rao showed a
1986 survey of India map
and claimed that the allega-

tion of damage to wetland
along the Yamuna was
“wrong” since no such wet-
land existed there.

Charge of damage

He also refuted other al-
legations of change of land
form at Yamuna floodplains
and damage to local biodi-
versity, showing satellite
images ard site photo-
graphs of flora and fauna.

“The charge of damage to
Yamuna floodplains is not
correct . since the World

Culture Festival’s core ven-
ue was spread over just
2444 acres,” he said.

The allegations of dam-
age to land form through
construction of roads and
ramps and levelling of

floodplains were also dis-

missed by Mr. Rao.

“The area where the
event was held was under
cultivation of vegetables
since at least a decade. So it
was already levelled and we
did not undertake much
levelling. It was also alleged

“Judicial process is
on and if we win, the
" money (Rs.5 crore)
will be returned to
us,” Mr. Desai said

that we constructed road
and ramps but a 2007 image
showed that those were
constructed during an
event organised by a media
house that year,” he claimed
showing a 2005 satellite
image.

Mega stage

The much talked-about
mega stage constructed
over 7 acre of land was also
designed so as to cause
minimum compaction on
the floodplains even though
it incurred higher costs, he
claimed. .

The foundation ex-
pressed  disappointment
over the controversy sur-
rounding the World Cul-
ture Festival, saying even
foreign countries were in-
terested in hosting the
event.

“Even while the World
Culture Festival was going
oh, we were invited by three
countries, including Aus-

t):alxa, to hold such'an event
“there.

“It feels bad. As a coumry
we should have felt proud
about the event, which saw
participation of people
from 155 countries,” Mr. De-
sai said.
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Art of Living pays remaining Rs 4.79 cr,

puts out list of

KEDAR NAGARAJAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 6

THE ART of Living Foundation
has deposited the remainder Rs
475 crore initial compensation
amount with the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
as directed by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) for dam-
age to Yamuna floodplains dur-
ing its World Culture Festival
(WCF)inMarch. The foundation
deposited the compensation
amount through demand draft
to the DDA on June 3.On March
10, the foundation had paid Rs
25 lakh of the initial amount.

Atamediabriefing Monday,
the Art of Living Foundation re-
iterated its festival did not dam-
age or pollute Yamuna flood-
plains. The foundation presented
alisttitled “facts” and said it was
being wrongly accused of dam-
age it had not caused. Here are
some “facts” put out by the foun-
dation and what NGT was told
and had observed.

CLAIM: The land allocated for
the WCF is neither a wildlife
sanctuary nor a reserved nor
designated forest, protected by

3

L

The foundation deposited the compensation amount
through demand draft to the DDA on June 3. Express

preservation orders. It is not even
a notified area. Had it been so,
AOL would not have applied for
it or been granted permission.“...
The area where the World
Culture Festival was held is not
shown as a wetland... The Art of
Living would like to clarify that
while such events are not al-
lowed on wetlands, cultural
events are allowed on a flood-
plain...” added Prabhakar Rao, a

Covering L., YIS

landscape architect and environ-
mental consultant, speaking for
the foundation.

CONTRADICTION : The NGT has
notinany of its orders pertaining
to the WCF called the area a wet-
land. The counsel appearing for
the DDA in a hearing before the
event stated the area falls within
“Zone O” of the DDA’s master-
plan, whichisarestricted zone as
it forms a partof the floodplain of

the Yamuna. The counsel for the
DDA also stated that permission
for the event was withdrawn in
November 2015, but was granted
again on December 12, 2015 as
the foundation said it had made
several preparations for the event.
A representative of the DDA
had told The Indian Express an
exception was made in this
case. The counsel representing
the DDA also told the NGT, in
March, that the organisation
was not aware of the scale of
the event when granting
permission.

CLAIM: The foundation stated
the floodplains are flanked by
unauthorised colonies on one
side, while the other has DND
Flyway, Batla House,
Commonwealth Games Village
and constructions for the Metro.
“Why then has the 3 day event
attracted so much criticism
when the structures have been
ignored for years?” asked its
spokespersons.

CONTRADICTION: The sites
and structures mentioned above
predate the NGT's January 2015
order that strictly directed the
demarcation of the floodplains
and ruled no permanent con-

‘facts’ against charges

structions would take place on
the floodplains. The order also
directed authorities to regulate
activitiesin the 25 year floodline
that falls well within“Zone 0" of
the masterplan.

CLAIM: The foundation stated it
evacuated and handed over the
land to the DDA as soon as possi-
ble after clearing all the event lit-
ter and infrastructure.
CONTRADICTION: The founda-
tion told the NGT it would clear
the venue in time for the expert
committee to inspect the venue
and submit its report, which the
tribunal had asked for four
weeks after the event. In April,
Art of Living volunteers pre-
vented the committee from in-
specting the site. It had not “of-
ficially” handed over the site to
the DDA till almost two months
after the event.

The foundation also ad-
dressed the issue of the “eco-en-
zymes”, saying the enzymes are
made from kitchen waste and
they were used to clean up
drains at the Yamuna.

The foundation said it did not
discharge any enzymes after the
tribunal directed it not to on
March 9.
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Rain brings relief, light !

showers likely today too

HT Correspondent

» Children enjoy the weather in New Delhi on Monday.

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: Dethiites experienced
some respite from the heat on
Monday evening as a dust storm
accompanied by drizzle brought
the mercury down by 2.3°C in

the Capital.

The maximum tempera-
ture on Monday was recorded
at 40.3°C, while the minimum
temperature settled at 30.2°C
— two degrees above normal.
The Palam observatory regis-

3
Covering L., YIS

tered a maximum temperature
of 43.2°C. The humidity ranged
from 66 and 41%. :
The Met office has predicted
the possibility of dust storms
and thunderstorms towards
Tuesday afternoon and evening.
With dust storms and thun-
derstorms likely to occur on
Tuesday, the temperature is
likely to oscillate between 39°C
and 28°C. Such weather is likely
to continue even on Wednesday.
The weekend is also set to be
pleasant with rain on Saturday,

RAJ K RAJ/HT

bringing temperatures down fur-
ther to 38°C (maximum) and 27°C
(minimum).

This summer has been the hot-
test for Delthi with the Met office
issuing ared alert amid warnings
of an intense heat wave in May.
The Palam weather station, usu-
ally the hottest part of the city,
had recorded a high of 47°C.

Yesterday, the minimum tem-
perature had settled at 30.6°C,
while maximum temperature
was recorded at 42.6°C.

(With inputs from PTI)
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o wetland, biodiversity
on floodplains, says AOL

Claims It Restored Biodiversity, Didn’t Inflict Any Damage

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Artof Living
(AOL) on Monday rebutted
the allegation of destroyinga
part of the Yamuna floodpla-
ins where thethree-day World
Culture Festival was held in
March. Environmental and
legalexperts presented AOL’s
“side of the story” with the
help of satellite images from
1986and a “temporalrange” of
images from 2000 onwards to
argue that they didn’t encro-
ach on any wetland, didn't
construct any ramps and
didn’t dump debris at the site.
On the contrary, they said,
they had lifted construction
debris from a large tract of
land.

On AOL’s panel were Ra-
kesh Ranjan from The Institu-
tion of Environmental Scien-
ces, London; Prabhakar Rao,
alandscapre architect and en-
vironmental consultant; and
Kedar Desai and Jaideep
Nath, both spokespersons of
AOL. The experts said they
didn’t place the “evidence”
before NGT because they ha-
ven't yet been “given a chan-
ce”.

“We would like to state
that much of what has been
said withreferencetodamage
of the Yamuna floodplains is
concocted and without anylo-
gical or scientific basis,” said
an AOL statement to the me-
dia. “Scientific evidence and
data available with us make
usbelievethatanunbiased in-
vestigation will reveal the
truth about the allegations
and our contention of cau-
sing no damage to air, water
and soil will be vindicated.”

The experts said AOL had
proposed to pay a bank gua-
ranteeof Rs4.75croretoNGT
instead of a direct payment
because the alleged damage
caused was yet to be assessed.
After NGT rejected their
bank guarantee application,
theyhavepaidupRs4.75crore
to DDA. “We proposed the
bank guarantee as a demonst-
ration of good citizenship.
But it’s not fordamage caused
by us. We will get the-money
back if no damage is establis-
hed,” said Desai. The experts
claimed that NGT’s principal

AOL STANDS ITS GROUND

Tlo-7 Y-S

» AOL said NGT's principal
committee has “still not
scientifically or objectively
established that the WCF

did any damage to the
fioodplains. it merely made a
one-hour visual assessment
of acres of land allotted to
WCF and...the compensation
was decided. They did not
take samples or perform

any scientific tests. On what
basis then did the committee
decide the figure of ¥120 crore
as compensation and later
reduced it to 5 crore?”

» AOL presented Survey of
India map of 1986 to show there
was no wetland at the site

» It produced ‘temporal
records’ 2000 onwards to
suggest that neither had AOL
dumped any malba at the site,
nor did it construct any ramp

» Its experts claimed the area
was farmland and there was no
biodiversity there before 2007

» They said they cleared

malba from 25 acres of
floodplains before the event

» They said migratory birds
like the wagtail, a variety of

ducks and heron flocks were
back on the floodplains after
the site was cleared

» They constructed a ‘floating
stage’ that stands on pillars
to minimise impact on
floodplains

» The site is neither a wiidlife
sanctuary, nor a reserved/
protected forest

» They started constructions
only after receiving ail
permissions from DDA and
other agencies of the state
and central governments

» They pointed out that
permanent structures such
as the DND flyway, Batla
House, unauthorised housing
along the Kalindi Kunj bypass,
Commonwealth Games
Village and the Nafees Road
coming from Jamia Millia
Islamia have been on the
floodplains for years

Uma compliments Art of Living

Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti “thanked” Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar's Art of Living (AOL) Foundation on Monday for
turning the sitealong Yamuna Bank, where it held ‘World Culture
Festival’ in March, into a“much cleaner site” and even
suggested the place be turned into a garden for people.“This
site has become cleaner, has turned into a levelled ground, trees
here have not been cut, while the stretch of bushes have been
cleared which were required to be cleared,” she told reporters
during her visit to the site,” she said. pn

committee, headed by the se-
cretary, ministry of water re-
sources, Shashi Shekhar, had
submitted its interim report
on the impact of the event ba-
sed on a mere site visit. “The-
re can be no financial assess-
ment of the damage unless
thereisascientificanalysisof
thesite,” headded.

The “evidence” that AOL
presented included a Survey
of India map of 1986 that
shows there was no wetland
at the location. “While such
events are not allowed on wet-
lands,eultural events areallo-
wed on floodplains. Like the
Kumbh Mela is always held
on the floodplains,” said Rao.

AOL also presented images
from 2000 to 2006, both before
and after the rains, that show
alargepartof theareawasbe-
ing used for farming. “This
means, somefarmerslevelled
the land and ploughed it.
Crops like sugarcane are gro-
wing here. If farmers are far-
ming here, then will they do it
without levelling? Vegetables
are being grown since 2005,”
said the AOL statement.

“We never dug any bore-
well or used any groundwater
from the floodplains, simply
because it was so polluted. We
had made our own arrange-
ments,” Raoexplained.

The experts also claimed

there was no biodiversity at :
the site before the AOL event :
took place. “As you can see,
there is no native vegetation :
and only crops are being
grown. How could we have :
destroyed the ecology of this :
place? Only four trees were :
pruned and no tree was cut :

either,” Rao said. They later .
asserted that biodiversity :
was back at the site after AOL

cleared the place. They sho- :
wed pictures of migratory :
birds shot in April, after the !
event, and of grasses and :
shrubs that grew back.
Desai said they are still :
consideringmoving SCforre-
lief from the NGT’s orders.
“The SC is on vacation now. :
We will decide what todo,” he- :
said. The experts claimed
they had already been invited |
by three countries to fibst si- :
milar festivals. :
On the enzymes that were :
earlier released by AOL vo- :
lunteers, Rao said these were :
just cultured native bacteri- :
um which had earlier proved :
effective in cleaning drains.
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IMD: Monsoon
to hit Kerala
tomorrow

Anandi.Mishra
@timesgroup.com
Tle- Y. ¢ .
Pune: The southwest monsoon
is all set to hit Kerala on June 8,
the India Meteorological De-
partment(IMD)said on Monday:
Though it has been raining in
most parts of Kerala, the IMD
termed it pre-monsoon showers.
“Conditions continue to re-
main favourable for the onset
of monsoon over Kerala in the

PTI

On-TIME ARRIVAL

next 48 hours,” said PCS Rao,
director, weather, Central Me-
teorological Department at
IMD, Pune. It means IMD’s ear-
lier forecast that the monsoon
will hit Kerala by June 7 (give
or take four days) holds true.

Kerala has received over
315.3mm rainfall in patches bet-
ween March 1 and May 31. “No
one has predicted deficient rain-
fall this year. We can hope for go-
od rains,” an IMD official said.
The government weather fore-
cast agency has reiterated its
earlier forecast of overall above-
normal monsoon between June
and September this year.

Skymet chief meteorologist
Mahesh Palawat said, “Except
for the Outgoing Longwave Ra-
diation, monsoon has almost ar-
rived in Kerala.”

The monsoon, according to
Skymet, is supposed to reach
Mumbai by June10. TheIMD has

3 also issued heat wave warning
Covering L., YIS over Rajasthan and Madhya Pra-
deshonJune7and8.
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Motorists struggle to navigate the wateriogged Jay
100 feet road in Banashankari. pH pHoToS

Rain disrupts normal life
engaluru

in South

BENGALURU: Rain wreaked
havoc in South Bengaluru on
Friday and Saturday.

While the wall of a building
belonging to an educational in-
stitution collapsed at Ku-
maraswamy Layout, many
houses were flooded and
branches of several trees came
down crashing,

The pre-monsoon showers,
mainly in South Bengaluru, dis-
rupted normal life in the low-ly-
ing areas for the past two days.

Complaints poured in at
the BBMP control room on
Saturday.

The officials said the wall of
Geological Survey of India of-
fice had collapsed.

However, there were no re-
ports of loss of property or ca-
sualties.

Therewere complaints about
flooding at Ideal Homes apart-
ment in Rajarajeshwari Nagar,
13th A Cross at Sarakki, 12th
Main at Kumaraswamy Layout,
Muneshwara Temple at Hosak-
erehalli, 5th Cross of ISRO Lay-

out, Vijaya Bank Colony on Ban-
nerghatta Road, Anugraha Lay-
out near Madivala, Komarla
Seeds at Padmanabhanagar,
DO Enclave at Kodihalli, Putte-

People wade through a flooded street in Koramangalaon Srda. DHKPHOT

S Y I o

nahalli, Yelchenahalli, JPNagar JP Nagar 3rd phase and

and 4th Sector of HSR Layout. Venkatadri Layout near
Tree branches gave way at  Apollo Hospital.

Bhalamuri Temple in KS Lay- The control room in-charge

out, post office at Vivek Nagar, said, “Soon after receiving

]

anagar main road on Saturday. (Right) A compound wall collapsed on parked cars at liyas Nagar on

complaints, we immediately
rushed our teams to remove
tree branches and pump out
rainwater from clogged areas.”
DH News Service
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Monsoonlikelyto hitKeralain 48 hrs

&1-7 r10

VIBHA Sm

TRIBUNE NEWS §]

NEW DELHI, J@N
Delayed by #most six days
now, the much awaited mon-
soon is expected to hit the
Kerala coast over the next 48
hours. According to the
IMD’s latest update, condi-
tions are favourable for its
onset over the southern-
most tip of the Indian sub-
continent “during the next
48 hours”. Recently, the Met
office had reiterated high
probability of the seasonal
rains being either normal or
excess this year. :

The rapidly declining El
Nino conditions became

OVERCAST SKYLINE OF MUMBAI ON MONDAY. THE WEATHER DEPARTMENT HAS PREDICTED NORMAL MONSOON THIS YEAR ,‘
India,

According to meteorolo- severe heat-wave conditions. especially Punjab, region comprising key grain-

moderate in early April 2016, gists, once the monsoon However, heat-wave to Haryana, Chandigarh and growing regions of Punjab,
weak in early May and have  establishes over Kerala, it severe heat-wave conditions Delhi and Western UP, have Haryana and Western UP is
now turned neutral (ENSO  will move fast and cover the are expected to persist over been experiencing dust also expected to receive good

level), it said. Recent
changes in the atmospheric
conditions over the Pacific
also reflected the weakening
El Nifio conditions.

3

country by the beginning of
the next month—a hearten-
ing forecast for the country,
major parts of which are cur-
rently reeling under heavy to

Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi, Chandigarh, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat for a few more
days. Parts of plains in North

storms and thunderstorms
accompanied by squalls,
which have helped bring
sporadic relief to the people.
Notably, the northwest

Covering L., YIS

rain this season. The second
long-range forecast has pre-
dicted 108 per cent rainfall of
LPA (long period average)
for the region.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, 6 June

Due to changing cli-
mate, Arctic regions of
North America are get-
ting greener, with
almost a third of the
land cover looking more
like landscapes found in
warmer ecosystems,
according to a new
NASA study.

With 87,000 images
taken from Landsat
satellites, converted into
data that reflects the
amount of healthy vege-
tation on the ground,
the researchers found
that western Alaska,
Quebec and other
regions became greener
between 1984 and 2012.

The new Landsat
study further supports
previous work that has
shown changing vegeta-
tion in Arctic and boreal
North America.

Landsat is a pro-
gramme that provides
the longest continuous
space-based record of
Earth's land vegetation
in existence.

“It shows the climate
impact on vegetation in
the high latitudes,” said
Jeffrey Masek, scientist
at NASA's Goddard
Space Flight Centre in
the US.

Temperatures are
warming faster in the
Arctic than elsewhere,
which has led to longer
seasons for plants to

w
Oy
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et
i
S

grow in and changes to
the soils.

Scientists have
observed grassy tundras
changing to shrublands,
and shrubs growing big-
ger and denser - changes
that could have impacts

on regional water, ener-

gy and carbon cycles.
With Landsat 5 and
Landsat 7 data,
researchers found that
there was extensive
greening in the tundra
of western Alaska, the

Liid

northern coast of Cana-
da, and the tundra of
Quebec and Labrador.

While northern
forests greened in Cana-
da, they tended to
decline in Alaska. Over-
all, the scientists found
that 29.4 per cent of the
region greened up, espe-
cially in shrublands and
sparsely vegetated
areas, while 2.9 per cent
showed vegetation
decline.

Landsat, like other
satellite missions, can
use the amount of visi-
ble and near-infrared
light reflected by the
green, leafy vegetation
of grasses, shrubs and
trees to characterise the
vegetation.

3
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Dust storm, drizzle

Ye v

bring capital rel

duststormfollowed by a
Alight drizzle on Monday
eveningprovided Delhi-
ites a bit of respite from the
prevailing scorching heat.
The Met department has pre-
dicted similar weather -—
partly cloudy sky with dust
storms or thunderstorms to-
wards evening or night — on
Tuesday and Wednesday.
The capital has been wit-

nessing consistent easterly

winds since Sunday. Blowing
from the Bay of Bengal, these
winds not only carry moistu-

re but also help keep the tem-
perature in the northern pla-
insunder control.

Though the day temperatu-
re, recorded at 40.3degrees Cel-
sius on Monday, may slightly
dip in the coming days — the
maximum and minimum are
likely tohoverat39and 28°Cre-
spectively on Tuesday — the
mercury is likely to start clim-
bing again by weekend when
dry and hot westerly winds
make a comeback. The mini-
mum was 30.2°C, three notches
abovenormal. T

ief

Rajesh Mehta
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