BHARAT DOGRA

mong the various

regions atfected mostby

drinking water scarcity

in India, the name of
Bundelkhand has been men-
tioned frequently. This regionis
spread over 13 districts of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh in
central India. Arecent visit 1o sev-
eralremote villages of three dis-
tricts of this region at the peak
ofthe scorching summerrevealed
that even though the officially
declared drought ended sever-
al months back, there is a very
serious water shortage in vast rural
areas as well as in some urban
areas.

In fact the water scarcity
was so acute that villagers told
me time and again that arrang-
ing the day's water supply has
become their biggest task. This
takes up a lot of thieir time
thereby affecting their liveli-
hoods. In seven out of eight vil-
lages that 1 visited people said
that several farm and dairy ani-
mals particularly cows and bul-
locks have perished largely due
to water shortage related fac-
tors during the last ‘three
months as the temperature
started shooting up rather early
this year. Water shortage forces
people to drink and use conta-
minated water and this exposes
them to several diseases.

Although Bundelkhand’s
plateaus and rocky, granite-
filled terrain leads to several
problems, communities have
traditionally adjusted to these
by creating well-planned and
carefully built tanks as well as
other water-bodies several of
which are also connected to
each other. Instead of Jearning
from and further building on
such strengths, recent times
have seen a failure to properly
protect these structures and to
preserve their catchments.

There is much that can be
done at comparatively low
budgets for protecting, repair-
g and renovating these radi-

tional water works using local
wisdom so that the ability of
these structures to conserve
rainwater is retained.

In addition when we visit
villages affected by water
scarcity, peaple talk about rela-
tively low-cost , small-scale,
decentralised solutions to their
problems. They are keen about
such short-gestation and
small-scale projects which can
give results in a relatively short
time, providing considerable
relief to the rural communities.

Hence the participation of
people is likely to be easy to
secure in the case of such
localised, low-cost projects. In
fact some efforts are already on
to improve community
involvement in water conser-

vation with special emphasis
on improving the participation
of weaker sections. In one such
project supported by the Euro-
pean Union and WHH, paani
panchayats have been
mobilised in several villages
and jal sahelis have been
selected from the more active
local women to take forward
the task of water conservation.

In some cases some reme-
dial works have already been
approved and in others some
work has been taken up only to
be left incomplete due to
resource constraints or other
problems. People also give
examples of possible remedial
actions being messed up due
to corruption.

while much of this rela

tively lower-cost is languishing
as enough resources are not
made available, at the same
time the authorities have no
hesitation in making available
huge or even colossal amounts
for large-scale projects of dubi-
ous value. Bundelkhand has
had more than its share of large
dams but their cost-benefit
estimation has been suspect.
Several years after dam con-
struction one still meets several
displaced people who have not
recovered from the trauma and
multiple problems caused by
displacement. Excessive dis-
charges from several dams
have led several times to very
destructive floods.

At present the biggest such
project heing taken up for

implementation is the Ken
Betwa Link Project which
involves the construction of
one large dam, a 250 km. canal
and other related structures.
This is planned at present esti-
mates and prices at a whop-
ping Rs. 18,000 crore. This pro-
ject has been criticised as it is
likely to lead to the cutting of
an estimated 1.8 million trees
apart from causing very serious
damage to Panna Tiger Reserve
area and other protected areas
for gharials . This project is
aimed at diverting water of Ken
river to Betwariver.

For this it is essential to
establish the existence of a sur-
plus in Ken for transfer to
deficit-hit Betwa but this has not
been done yet. This project has
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been promoted in the name of
solving the water crisis of Bun-
delkhand but it involves transfer
to upper reaches of Betwa river,
upstream of Bundelkhand while
the adverse impact on water
recharge in the downstream
areas of Ken river flowing into
Bundelkhand have been
neglected. Serious questions
arise as to why these adverse
aspects are being ignored while
promoting the costly project.
Priorities in the water sector
have to be defined properly in a
just and unbiased way if we sin-
cerely want to quench the thirst
of many parched villages and
their people.

The writer is a freelance journalist
who has been involved with several
social initiatives and movements.
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Mahanadi dispute: Naveenaccuses
Centreof su:hngwﬁh Chhattisgarh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BHUBANESWAR, € JUNE

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Tuesday
accused the Centre of sid-
ing with the Chhattisgarh
government which has uni-
laterally impeded flow of

* Mahanadi waters to Odisha

resulting in an alarming
situation.

In a strongly worded let-

ter to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the Odisha Chief
Minister drew his atten-
tion to the high-handed
acts of the upper riparian
state of Chhattisgarh against
the downstream state of
Odisha and its inhabitants
for whom water of Mahana-
diriver is a lineline.

Chhattisgarh has uni-
laterally undertaken the
construction of six bar-
rages across the inter state
Mahanadi river including
Kalma barrage, which is
located near the border.
Odisha had objected to
these barrages in Novem-
ber last year and sought
constitution of a inter state
tribunal under the provi-
sions of the Inter State
River Water Disputes Act of
1956.

However, despite pas-
sage of more than six
months, no steps have been
taken by the Central Gov-
ernment allowing the
upstream Chhattisgarh to
uninterruptedly go ahead
with the disputed projects
in Mahanadi River basin,

said Mr Patnaik.

Odisha has also
approached the Supreme
Court and on thelast occa-
sion, while adjourning the
matter to 25th July 2017, the
court requested the Addi-
tional Solicitor General
representing the Central
Government to take instruc-
tions on the formation of
a Tribunal as demanded.

The CM informed the
PM that recently an alarm-
ing situation has devel-
oped due to the dwindling
flows into the Hirakud
Reservoir.

“ On inquiry, it was
learnt that Chhattisgarh
while opposing the for-
mation of a Tribunal
(which unfortunately
seems to have been enter-
tained by the Union Min-
istry of Water Resources)
has gone ahead and erect-

ed the gates of Kalma bar--

rage and then closed the
same blocking the free
flow of water to Odisha and
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its inhabitants causing
huge unrest in the border
districts on account of
reduction of flow into
Hirakud reservoir result-
ing in scarcity of drinking
water in summer months”,
he stated.

Patnaik noted that he
had written to his coun-
terpart Raman Singh on 3
June and requested imme-
diate opening of gaes of
Kalma barrage. Buthasnot
received any response till
date.

Seeking intervention by
the PM, the Odisha CM
said the head of a federal
system needs tointervene

-and instruct Chhattisgarh

government to stop the
construction of barrages
and to open the gates of
Kalma and other barrages
to maintain the free flow of
water downstream.

Chhattisgarh CM Raman
Singh told media persons
that the sharing of water,
flow during summer
months etcis regulated by
the Central Water Com-
mission.

Any concern of Odi..na
government needs to be
addressed to the CWC
which can then look in to
what is the reality.

On Monday,y the Water
Resources Minister of
Chhattisgarh had categor-
ically denied closure of
any new gate at Kalma bar-
rage and indicated that
summer flow in Mahana-
di had dipped.
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Monsoon getting better, will be

more evenly distributed: IMD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 6

WITH THE first week of monsoon having =~

seen good rainfall, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on Tuesday that the
four-month season was likely to bring more
rain thanit had earlier believed.

In its second-stage forecast for the June-
September monsoon season, released on
Tuesday, the IMD said the country asawhole
was likely to receive 98 per cent of normal
rainfall. In April, it had forecast 96 per cent
rain for the season. Both the forecasts have a
model error of four per cent.

The IMD said there was a 63 per cent
probability that the country would receive
atleast 96 per cent of normal rainfall.

More heartening is the fact that rainfall is
likely to be evenly distributed across all geo-
graphical regions. Central Indiais expected to
receive 100 per cent rainfall, while the south-
ern peninsular region is likely to get 99 per
centrain. Northwest India and northeast India
are both likely to get 96 per cent rain.

“The picture that is emerging as of now
islooking very good. All areas in the country
are likely to get good rainfall, near their nor-
mallevels. This does not happen very often,”
said IMD Director General K] Ramesh.

-Nirma! Harindran

InKochi on Tuesday. Monsoon arhved
on the Kerala coast two days earlier
than the normal date of June 1.

B

* Another climate model that the IMD has
been running for the last few years in exper-
imental mode is actually predicting 100 per
centrain, with a model error of 5 per cent, a
statement from IMD said.

The monsoon season accounts for nearly

75 per cent of India’s annual rainfall. During -

this time, the country, as a whole, receives
about 89 cm of rainfall. Barring Tamil Nadu,
which receives a bulk of its annual rainfall in
winter, almost the entire country has rainy
season during these months.

In the latest forecast, the IMD also gave
the likely distribution of rainfall in July and

August, the two rainiest months within the
. season. Rainfall is likely to be 96 per cent of
normal value in July and 99 per cent in
August.
The arrival of monsoon on the Kerala -
* coast, that signals the start of the season, hap-
pened two days earlier than the normal date
of June 1. Moving northwards after that,
monsoon has now covered almost entire
Kerala and many parts of Tamil Nadu.

“Conditions are becoming favourable
for further advance of southwest monsoon
into remaining parts of Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and southwest Bay of Bengal, some parts
of central Arabian Sea, coastal and south
interior Karnataka, Rayalaseema and south
coastal Andhra Pradesh, some more parts
of west-central and north Bay of Bengal, re-
maining parts of Tripura, Assam and
Meghalaya and some parts of sub-
Himalayan West Bengal during next three
days,” the IMD said.

In the first week of monsoon, the country
received 20.9 mm of rainfall overall, which
isfive per cent more than the normal of 19.9
mm. The extra precipitation has happened
mainly in the northeastern states which have
received 36 per cent more rain than normal,
Southern peninsula, barring Kerala, and cen-

“tral India have actually received 20 per cent
less rain than normal.
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