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gered a huge controversy What.did.
| Mr. Haasan say that was so provoca:
tive? He said that the court should b
the last resort for dispute resoluuon
- and that, people-to-people. contact
should be promoted to find the way
i forward, Various political leaders
have asked: “What is Mr, Haasan’s lo-
cus standi? Won’t it weaken Tamil |
Nadu’s case, particularly in a situa-
tion where there is a stiff resistance « . |
towards the formation of the Cauy-
ery Water: Management Authority -
‘ (CWMA) from the Karnataka Chlef o

Since thejudgment !
Ever since the Supreme Court de
. yered its final Judgment on February .
116, the situation in both States has
. been broiling. Although the final
judgment brought some initial cele- - Iy di  the longest (p i »
bration in Karnataka, it was:accom- , a st bitt er-Ste 1 States; i « stitutions. Curious :
panied by apprehension that consti- 3 A it ' i . violence and after the: declaration of
tuting the CWMA would be against ~ the Supreme Court’s final verdict this |
Karnataka’s interest. At the moment, Ca ne , : he eru f 1C¢ ). As ' year, several people from Karnataka
the CWMA is not fully constituted be- . put ibunal was constituted ' an initial measure, two farmers’ dia- . and a few in Tamil Nadu approache "
cause three full-time members have. = have 1l legal cycle 10 a- uly. 1
not been appointed and there areno  yet, uncertainty and tension remair held ! /took a strong negat p
nominations from Kerala ahd Karna-  in tates, | appro- | other in Karnataka (une 2. ind 3) - cause the legal recourse has taken
taka. The Water Resources Secretary,  p /ere o} : il
who is the temporary Chair of the . ple
Authority, has indicated that it might ‘ ? far v : , , )
take some time before the CWMA be- .~ ‘ oth States, participated al * the dispute. The nation is waiting to
comes a comprehensive body. But. 1 litiatives : i ) 1gs. After the initial m / e dispute coming to an end,
the Authority should have been fully s recall, there have b lea ings, a committee was formed with ‘ough not to everyﬂnespleasure
formal and functional, according to . el ' N each St i : t
court’s final verdict, before the start
 of the irrigation year, which is June 1.

If one goes resolutely by the law, t

long-pending | Cauvery disputé ! ) ] ‘
; shauld come toaclose after the final . ciy vant and forme 2 F et ; .effecuv y the CV

i [ ataka , re making such astatemem. Under

iy httle, which: can be gauged from.
 the fact that actor and Rajini Makkal .

Mandram founder Rajinikanth’s n
. vie Kaala is being resisted se
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ruption by pelitical ﬁgures, .

bureaucratsandsoon.

These“poor”stalwarts!Such
minerissuestaxtheirtime. Their
livesareindeed difficult!They
havetostretchtheirViPfeetout
ofuxtiryvehiclesand comfort -
zones, poselike co-suffererswith
common people, pass orders
to officials to “sort out the
problems atonce’, keepinau-

gurating (cuttingribbons; lay-

ing foundation stones) or
attending meets and semi=
mas.. Thisismdiaespeciallyafter
the British left after designing

the tragedy of Partition. -

dismalincompetence, lack of
foresight and massive indif-
ference and administrative

cunning. Firstworkouthowto:

blame or counter-blame fora
failureoratragedy - andsleep
over the issue but keep mak-

ing verylong-term grandiose

.anintellectual glantppohﬁcs

Everytragedylaysbareour

plans, and feed our Iapdog
media with announcements,

assurances, etc., described by

as “‘election jumle’.
The acute water shortage
thatbroughtoutthe peace-lov-

- ing Himachali citizens to the

streets with empty buckets

demanding water supply is

the picture of a nightmare. In
manylocalitiestherewasreport-
edlynosupplyfor 10to 15 days.

. Everydrytongue was crying for

a drop of water, people were

readytodo anythingto getwater
—especially for their children.

. All these caught headlines

amidstreports (rightorwrong)
of overflowing tanks and reg-
ularsupplytosomeinfluential
worthiesandlocalities. Thatthe

Mayorof Shimla (belongingto -

theruling party) did not can
celhertourto Chinaduringthe
peakcrisisand awatertanker

~ knocked downanelderlylady
to death on the Mall further
fanned the people’s agitation.

Among those whose efforts
stood outwere the acting Chief
Justice of the Himachal High
Court Sanjay Karol alongwith
other judges and advocates
who till early morning hours
sat in the Control room, ete.,
inspected records and moni-
tored complaints. They also
passed suitable ordersfor equi-
table distribution ofwater and
stopped the special supply to
VIP areas. Many voluntary
organisations stepped inwith
tankers bringing water from

“mode. Locals appealed to
- tourists to keep off Shimla to

Haryana, Pﬁnjab? and other
far off places for free disu'ibu- »
: ~ workshops gone? Successive

Prodded relentlessly by - governments must share the

Chlemelster Jairam Thakur,
theadministrative staff‘swung”
(abitlate, though) into action

enable the citizens here to -

- “survive”.While the whole city
- was burning, a citizen threat-
. enedself-immolationif the gov-
, ernment failed to fulfill its

promlse of I‘eStOI’ng water

- supply. International media.
like BBC, Washington Postand

other leading channels and
newspapers catried Shimla’s

‘plight prominently. -

The Congressin Opposition

tried tofishin troubled waters.

SodidtheLeftleaderswhohead-
ed the city corporation in the .

| lastterm. Whathad they done:

during their own tenures tosolve

this regular problem? Jairam
Thakurhasbeeninthesaddle ir

for only about five months.
Instead ofbayingforhisbl ood,

- ofaction?Wherehave allthose
periodicdisastermanagement
blame for this citizens' tor-

so, the CongressandB}P “ruled”
(tbe right word in place of

“governed”) this beautiful -

Himalayan state for altenate
terms. Every governmentmade

flowery announcements of

projects for solving the prob-
lem of water supply “perma-
nently”. Allthistemainsapaper
dream so far and, God forbid,
forever!

. Mostpoliticiansare obsessed
with “transfer mania”. And of
course people are also equal
partners in this malady. Even
thelowestin the ladderwants

ture: Over the last 35 years or -

a posting at an easy distance -
from home, his village. Also .

many transfersareservedout -
“asmere punishi

ents for not

alltﬂheures_ou)rcegamd

asmallboyYug Gupta (hewas
kldnappedforransom sunkin

a water tank and tortured for

aweekand killed) a few years
ago. Recentlyaschool going girl
was allegedlyraped and mur-
deredin the Kothkhaiarea. Both

the cases had shocked the
public and caused massive

outrageintheformofmasspro-

“cessions in the state, and the

popularcandle light marches.
Will the candles of anger,
including the anger over this
crisisof water shortage turninto
anew featurein Himachal?Will
this small peaceful state push
the Centre into caringfor their
needs, despite accounting for
only four seats in the Lok
Sabha?

€ as examples the cases of
‘brutal torture and murder of -
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‘L'his 18 the second high-level
visit to the State after the an-

nouncement of unilatesa se-
fire by the Centre fro; ay
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cuss with the State govern-

we weeungs dingh will have

with the top brass of the secu-

rity forces, an official said.
The Home Minister’s visit
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Heat wave declared across Kashmir

SRINAGAR, June 4: A heat
wave has been declared across
Kashmir as the maximum
temperature was recorded at
34.4° Celsius, 8.1° Celsius
above normal, with no signs of
respite from the unusually
high temperatures in the next
few days.

Director of Meteorological
Department Sonam Lotus said
the summer capital of Jammu
and Kashmir yesterday re-
corded the hottest day of this
year so far at 35° Celsius.

When the maximum tem-
perature is more than 4°
above the normal in the hilly

areas, we declare a heat wave
in those areas. In Kashmir, it
has gone up between 6° and
8° in all recording stations of
the Valley.

Lotus said there was no res-
pite in sight from the unusual-
ly high temperatures in the
Valley over the next few days.

“This heat wave is expect-
ed to continue for the next few
days,” he added.

Gulmarg tourist resort in
north Kashmir was the coolest
place in the Valley at 25.4°
Celsius, but the maximum
temperature there was still
8.2° Celsius above normal for

this time of the year.

The winter capital Jammu
recorded the hottest night as
the mercury settled at 31.4°
Celsius, while the day temper-
ature today were recorded at
40° Celsius after staying be-
low for the past two days, the
MeT office said.

From 26.3° Celsius on Sat-
urday, the minimum tempera-
ture jumped to 31.4° Celsius,
which is 5.9° above normal,
during this part of the season,
a spokesperson of the Mete-
orological (MeT) office said.

Jammu recorded the season’s
highest temperature of 29.1°

Celsiusthelastnight. T h e
maximum temperature, which
marked a decline over the past
two days, again rose t0 40.0 de-
grees Celsius — 0.6 degrees
Celsius above normal, against
yesterday’s 38.6 degrees Cel-
sius, the spokesperson said.
On Saturday, the day temper-
ature fell to 39.2° Celsius after
hovering above 40° Celsius for
the last 12 days with the highest
43.5° Celsius on May 29.

Most parts of Jammu and.

Kashmir, including the twin
capitals of Jammu and Srina-
gar, are presently reeling un-
der heat wave. - PTI '

TN govt announces

release of 67 lifers
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des didn’t appear on Wednesday.
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Southwest monsoon to
hit Goa on June 7

PANAJI: The southwest monsoon is
expected to arrive in Goa with
heavy rains being predicted at
isolated places in the coastal state,
Met department said on Wednes-
day. “The monsoon has already
reached northern Karnataka and is
proceeding towards Goa. It is
expected to arrive in the coastal
state inthe next 24 hours," India
Meteorology Department's (IMD's)
Goa Observatory Director ML Sahu
said on Tuesday. The monsoon hit
Kerala on May 29.

Qdisha for ‘No' Flying Zone’
in Puri during Rath Yatra

BHUBANESWAR: QOdisha police will.
seek permission from the Centre to

declare Puri and its periphery a ‘No
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queue, chaos ensued.
Huge container trucks
reversed totry and make U-turns,
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TRAFFICAND CHAOS
Between 10pm and 3am, notasin-
gle traffic official or guard, as

_ leadingtochaos. HtN 0o S‘Z AI\Pxtlzset_i_twauthor'ltlesfoura\\4
Mercury dropped to 36.6°C on

O uH A s i
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need to reach Moradabad. The
new route is confusing. I did not
ﬁnd any er%onnel to ask for

»

Wednesday, relief to continue

HT Correspondent
= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Wednesday saw a five-
degreedropinthe day tempera-
ture, with the mercury record-
ing 36.6 degrees Celsius, from
41.6 degrees Celsius on Tuesday.
This was also the coolest day in
the capital since May 8 thisyear,
according to India Meteorologi-
cal Department.

Delhi has been sweatingitout
with above 40 degrees Celsius
temperatures since mid-May.
The day temperature dropped to
38.3degrees on June2. Thatwas
the first time in 17 days that the
maximum temperature dropped
below 40 degrees.

However, by Tuesday, the
maximum temperature again
climbed up to41.6 degrees.

Now, with the onset of mois-
turebearing easterly winds, cou-
pled with cloudy skies, Delhires-
idents got some much needed
respitefrom theheat on Wednes-
day. The temperature, at 36.6
degrees Celsius, is four degrees
belownormal.

The minimum temperature

LL - Dol g

= Easterly winds and cloudy skies brought down the mercuﬁ. HT

THE CAPITAL HAS BEEN

SWEATINGITOUT WITH

ABOVE 40°C TEMP SINCE
MID-MAY. THE HOTTEST
DAY SO FAR WAS ON MAY
26 WHEN THE TEMP

T ——

haddropped to 28.5 degrees Cel-
sius in the morning. The maxi-
mum temperature is expected to
bearound 38 degrees Celsiuson
Thursday, beforeit hits40again
on Friday. However, over the

~weekend and till June 12, the

maximum temperature will be
around 38 degrees Celsius, while

the minimum will oscillate

between 26 and 28 °Celsius.

Tooweifo Suparold's body
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THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
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Monsoon to arrive witha
expect downpour thi

ALERT SOUNDED

FORECAST FOR MUMBAI AND THANE

| JUNE 5-6 | Rain/  JUNE 8 | Rainfall at
| thundershower  most places with heavy )
to very heavy rainfall are | -
likely at isolated places |

JUNE 9 | Rainfall at most
places; heavy, very heavy | -
and extremely heavy
rainfall likely at
atisolated places

Richa Pinto & Neha Madaan | TNy

Mumbai/Pune: This wee-
kend, Mumbai is likely to wit-
ness heavy to very heavy rain
from June 8 to June 12. The In-
dia Meteorological Department
(IMD), Mumbai, on Tuesday fo-
recast intense rainfall along the
state coast from Thursday. Ex-
tremely heavy rainfall is likely
inthecity from June9to11.

An IMD official said it is dif-
ficult to predict the amount of
rainfall, but heavy rains—over
64.5 mm-—are expected.

“Whenever there are heavy
rains over Mumbai, it tends to
choke up the city and causefloo-
ding. Along with the rains, the-
re are chances of strong winds
which may cause trees to upro-
ot and fall. There have been in-
stances of such heavy rains du-
ring monsoon onset in the past
t00,” said the official.

In view of the intense rain-
fall forecast, people are advised

likelyata °*
few places

JUNE 7 | Rainfall
at many places
with very heavy
rainfall at
isolated places

toabstain from outdoor activiti-
es during the period and also
watch for weather updates from
the Regional Meteorological
Centre, Mumbai, he said.
Meanwhile, Tuesday was
considerably dry for the city
with no rain showers being re-
corded. However, Monday’s ra-
ins reduced the temperatures.
The maximum temperature at
the IMD Colaba observatory

Liwct painn ~L—44

was 33.8°C as against 34.8°C re-
corded a day earlier and IMD
Santacruz was 33.5°C as compa-
red to34.7°C aday earlier.

Weathermen said that wide-
spread rainfall activity is likely
to commence over south Kon-
kan and Goa from June 7 and it
will gradually increase and ex-
tend tonorth Konkan, which in-
cludes parts of Mumbai, Thane
and Navi Mumbai.

N M 2 ada

is weekend

The Met department’s colo-
ur-coded weather warnings has
indicated Konkan and central
Maharashtra in ‘red’ on June 8
and June9, respectively Red sig-
nifies ‘warning’ which indicate
take action, while orange, yel-
low and green signify ‘alert’,
‘watch’ and ‘no warning’. Offi-

 cials said that warnings in red.

are indicative of severe weat-
her conditions, and in this case,
extremely heavy rainfall.

A K Srivastava, head of cli-
mate monitoring and analysis
group at IMD, said, “A major
portion of the state is expected
to get heavy rains. A system
over the Bay of Bengal is likely
to move towards central Maha-
rashtraaround June8,” hesaid.

Ajay Kumar, scientist from
IMD Mumbai said monsoon
hasreached some more parts of
Karnataka and models indicate
advancement into parts of Kon-
kan soon. The onset date for
monsoon in Mumbai is June 10.

Hyderabad )
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BELAGAVI/SHIVAMOGGA, halfan hour,

ashed Belagavi The downpour also affected
rounding areas visibility and traffic on main
hour on Tuesday roads, As aresult, the traffic
evening. Overcast con dition slowed downandvehicles were  ceivedmoderate rainstowards
the city and sur- seenplyingwith headlightson, evening. - ‘
roundingareassince morning, oderate rain lashed vari-  The other parts of the dis-
panied by thup- ous parts of Shivamogga. Sor- trictwitnessed cloudyweather

DHNS: Rain |
city and sur

for about an

prevailed in

Rain, accom
der, lashed t

he city for about ab,Sagaraand Thirthahalli re- witnessing heavy rain at night.

.

the high-power committee on éommunication) activities,
ith tobacco contro] want to uti- Dr Vishal Rao, oncologist
wever, i i and member of the commit-

front o hops it
DHPHOTO

People take shelter in
Belagavion Tuesday.
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in which Ramjan M killed and 1

-jured. A large contingent of police force was deployed in the ~ PA o
area to,maintain peace, they, added. Cooch Behar district June:«
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Thunderstorm, duststorm‘very [}

4 ~ likely’inpartsof UP  ~  Puja

- LUCKNOW, June 4: The weather office today said the pos- gt
sibility of thunderstorm and dust storm accompanied with gusty OV,?;]“
winds was “very likely” at isolated places in Uttar Pradesh hean'r?
‘during the next 24 hours. Dust storms have become a regular d ¢
phenomenon in the State and have left over 130 people dead ot
last month. Light rain and thunderstorm occurred at isolated H% Igatz
places over easterm parts of the State, while the weather was ’(I)‘ o
dry over west UB, the Met department said. The weather oWl
bulletin said rain and thunderstorm were “very likely” atiso- ¢ s
lated places over the next few days. Jhansi was the hottest Jammn

place in the state at 44.8° C. - PTL t“ﬁ;hgi ﬁ;
4 policemen among 16 injured in by |
Shopian Grenade attack  sdofic

to the in~
SRINAGAR, June 4: At least 16 people, including four po-  The Ja

o licemen, were injured in a grenade attack in a busy market area
. j inJammu and Kashmir’s Shopian district, police said. Militants
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