Capital’s date with
rain to last a while

People run for cover from the showers
on Monday. PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The sky was painted in different
hues of grey on Sunday with the monsoon
finally bringing rain for the city, cooling it
down considerably.

The change in weather came as a welcome
relief for those who were anxiously waiting
for the clouds.

A rainbow across the horizon in the east-
ern sky added to Delhiites’ pleasant surprise
in the evening. .

Confirming that it was not just a one-off
phenomenon, the MeT department has now
predicted rain till July 10. According to the
forecast for Tuesday, the sky will be generally
cloudy with rain and thunderstorms in many
areas.

The Safdarjung observatory recorded 11.2
mm rainfall, while Palam, Ayanagar, Ridge
and Lodhi Road recorded 12.7 mm, 16.4 mm,
8.8 mm and 14.4 mm of rainfall respectively
in the last 24 hours, according to information
provided by the MeT department.

The maximum temperature dropped to
29.7 degrees Celsius, which was seven de-
grees below normal while the minimum tem-
" perature was at 258 degrees Celsius.
Humidity was recorded between 54 and 98
per cent.

The maximum and minimum temper-
atures are likely to hover between 30 and 24
degrees Celsius on Tuesday.
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Traffic jams dampen the cheer

Civic bodies claim they got just one complaint of waterlogging

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Civic bodies in the city
claimed to have received just one
complaint of water-logging after
rains lashed the city on Monday,
but the traffic jams that brought
Delhi to a standstill had another
story to tell.

The Delhi Traffic Police helpline
said it received three complaints of
water-logging and rain-related con-
gestion every hour between 10:30
am and 6:30, pm on Monday. As
many as 30 such complaints were
received. Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) officials, however,
| said they didn’t receive any com-
plaint and that the Municipal Cor-
porations received just one
complaint,

“The de-silting process ended
last week. There was no waterlog-
ging reported in the city.” A meet-
ing with Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia and PWD officials
was also held to discuss the de-silt-
ing plan where the Minister was
told that the process was 98 per
cent complete.

“Earlier, after rains, all roads
would be jammed. But, we had in-
stalled pumps at various points and
water receded within 15 minutes,”
said a PWD official.

According to the Traffic Police,
traffic jams were reported in the
carriageway from Anand Parbat to-
wards New Rohtak Road due to wa-
ter logging under the Zakhira
flyover, near the Defence Colony
Flyover due to abus breaking down,
while another bus break down at
the Palam Flyover led to chaos
there. The carriageway from Kish-
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Congestion was reported on arterial roads near ITO,

Dhaula Kuan and Akshardham. pHoto: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

an Ganj towards Azad Market also
witnessed a jam due to water log-
ging at the Azad Market Chowk.

However, municipal corpora-
tions said waterlogging on small
roads was ‘negligible’.

“For the amount of rain, the com-
plaints were negligible. Our control
rooms are geared for the monsoon
with officials and equipment,” said
Y.S. Mann, spokesperson for the
North and East Delhi civic bodies.

Complaints regarding waterlog-
ging can be registered on 1800-118-
595, irrespective of the location.

Commuters, meanwhile, claimed
a sea of two-wheelers, who took
shelter under the flyovers and bus
shelters, added to the congestion on
arterial routes like Ashram Chowk,
Mathura Road and National High-
ways 8 and 24.

A Traffic Police official said most

jams were noticed at intersections
linking arterial stretches to smaller
roads near Akshardham, ITO and
Dhaula Kuan. Those going to Gur-
gaon in the morning were stuck for
around one-and-a-half hours. Pri-
yanka Azad, an MNC executive took
to Twitter saying: “The day I have
to reach on time, it rains and traffic
jams. Stuck near RTR flyover for
almost 50 minutes (sic)”.

The North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration’s control rooms received
only one complaint of waterlogging
in Rohini’s Sector-11, while one
complaint of waterlogging was re-
ported from Madhu Vihar.

One incident of a tree falling was
reported to the East Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation. The South Delhi
Municipal Corporation said no
complaints were received by its
four zonal control rooms.




Maximum Temp Down By 9°C From Sunday; Wet Week Ahead

Photos: Rajesh Mehta, Sanjeev Rastogi, Sanjay Sekhri & Piyal Bhattacharjee

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Rain finally re-
turned to the capital, more
than 10 days after the first
monsoon showers in the city,
giving respite to Delhiites
from an oppressive and hu-
mid heat that has been rising
over the past week.

Although the rain wasn’t
too heavy—6mm till 8.30am
and another 6.6mm till
8.30pm on Monday—the con-
ditions remained overcast
and pleasant with the maxi-
mum temperature falling to
29.7 degrees Celsius, seven
degrees below normal. This
was almost nine degrees less
than Sunday’s high.

The good news is that the
wetspellisexpected tolastfor
therest of the working week.

“We will witness mon-
soon activity for the entire
week with some days record-

ingmorerainfall than others.
The rain being seen at pre-
sentisduetotheoscillationof
the monsoon trough. This
will also interact with an ap-
proaching wet system called
awesterndisturbance, which
will keep the monsoon active
for the next two-three days,”
said B P Yaday, director, IMD.

Yadav said, on July 10, a
low pressure system was like-
ly toform over the Bay of Ben-
gal which would then move
towards Uttar Pradesh.

“This will maintain the
flow of moisture into north-
west India and keep the mon-
soon trough active. We may
not see heavy showers all day
long throughout the week but
it will be very different from
the 10-day long dry spell that
the region has witnessed,”
hesaid.

He said that the next two
days were likely to see heavy
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rain over Jammu and Kash-
mir, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and northern parts
of UP and Bihar. Thereafter,
southern parts of Uttar Pra-
desh could also be affected in
sync with the moving low
pressurearea.

Between June 1, the nor-
mal date of arrival of mon-
soon over Kerala, and Mon-
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day, northwest India
recorded 111.1mm rain
against a normal of 99.6 mm.
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi together have recorded
48.9mm against a normal of
66.omm.

InDelhi, 20.7mmrain was
recorded on June 25, the day
monsoon reached the city, but
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CLOUD COMFORT: While the
} showers came as a welcome

break, there was minor
waterlogging in Nehru Place
(left) and east Dethi (below)

since then it has been largely
dry. Despite waterlogging
and slight humidity that the
rain brought in its wake, it
wasawelcomerelief fromthe
hot and humid conditions of
the past few days.

Monday’s maximum was
in fact lower than Sunday’s
minimum temperature,
which had shot up to 31.2 de-
grees. Monday’s minimum
was 25.8 degrees Celsius, two
degrees belownormal.

The Met department said
that there will be no signifi-
cant change in maximum
temperatures over the plains
of northwest and adjoining
central India during the next
two to three days.

“Heavy to very heavy
rainfall is likely to occur at a
few places over Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, west Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar,” an of-
ficial said.




Brief spells'c.hoke arterial roads

Sanjay Sekhri
F T

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The short spells of
rain on Monday clogged the

. majority of the arterial roads,

marked as the flood-prone

"..zones by the traffic police, in

. the capital. A survey showed

that of the 168 points marked
by the traffic police at least 100
were found to be flooded.

Massive traffic jams were
reported from Josip Broz Tito
Marg (BRT)-Ambedkar Nagar
crossing, Adchini crossing
(Aurcbindo Marg), Saket
Press Enclave Road, Mahipal-
pur crossing, IIT flyover,
Dhaula Kuan, Moolchand
underpass, South Extension
and Ashram crossing in
south Delhi.

The traffic police said that
the change in the road geome-
tries due to construction activ-
ities is a major cause of traffic
jams. The officials said water-
logging was expected on most
of these stretches.

They said there was slow
movement of vehicles on Vi-
kas Marg in east Delhi due to
waterlogging near Laxmi Na-
gar. There was waterloggingin
parts of Ghazipur and Madhu
Vihartoo.

Thoughnoadvisory was is-
sued by the traffic police, com-
muters reported heavy snarls
on Desh Bandhu Gupta road
and Shankar Road-Pusa Road

ch i e A pet langur got a ride on his owner’s cycle in a waterlogged street on Monday

crossing on at least five points.
Heavy traffic was also report-
ed from Karol Bagh and Rajen-
der Nagar.

There were traffic jams on
the Ring Road near Greater
Kailash and Nehru Place due
to waterlogging near the roads
leadingtotheflyovers.

Motorists stopped below
flyovers and underpasses to
avoid getting drenched, add-

The traffic police said
that the change in the
road geometries due to
the construction
activities is a major
cause of traffic jams

ing to the jam. Snarls were re-
ported at the newly construct-
ed Sarita Vihar underpass too.

The officials at the South Cor-
poration said 27 permanent
pumping stations and 40
other pumps were deployed
to drain out water within a
few hours.

This year, the corporation
has procured eight suction-
cum-jetting machines and
eight suction machines for
four zones of south Delhi. The
equipment were put to use.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated ‘_7 . '7 .

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

/l“)

Assn ant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

@r/a{qirath (English) & Publicity <

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.}, CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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